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I HAVE made it a matter of my choice thus 
cheerfully and consciously to offer this Treatise 
on JjUES Venerea, and have thought it most 
prudent that I should in this Preface give a 
short exposition on the manner in which I have 
arranged the contents. Astruc was the only 
Author who collected evidence on the Origin of 
the Disease in Europe ; without reference to 
him, doubts might have been entertained as to 
that question. Astruc collected his authori- 
ties from all the literature of every countrv, 
both medical and historical, and my gratitude 
to this indefatigable and ingenuous Author 
would not permit me to be silent, in support of 
his fame, when I see it attacked as it has been, 
and is, by the wayward opinions, not proofs, of 
mistaken publishers. Astruc has also ano- 
ther claim on posterity for having been the 
first Author who arranged the Symptoms of 
Lues Venerea so fully and methodically, it 



being the result of his observation. Whofloever 
is experienced in the practice of treating Lues 
Venerea will find that the Disease is, in all its 
gradations, such a disease as he has so learnedly 
and naturally described. To Astrdc alone, 
therefore, these two high qualities are due. 

Many prefatory remarks would be siiperHuous, 
as I was obliged to go into explanation at some 
length upon a theory new to most medical stu- 
dents, and most certainly originating from my 
own perception. In order that the attention 
should not be withdrawn, I have set apiirt the 
Nature and Action of Lues Venerea, and consi- 
dered it separately from the method of Cure, 
that both might be studied distinctly. In the 
practical part, I have aimed to be as explana- 
tory as I possibly could, avoiding always unne- 
cessary prolixity. I have made no otherwise 
use of medicines, but in general, as adjuncts to 
assist or to substitute for mercury : I have em- 
ployed the whole of my practical judgment in 
laying down rules when to persist in, when to 
desist from, and when, in case of necessity, to 
takemercury up again, I thought it would encum-" 
ber a practical volume to print a materiamedica, 
when the " I^ondon Pharmacopoeia" is always at 
hand. Ne quid nimis is an old and good adage. 



Dtseasn in the Urethra, Pt-ostate, Bladder, 
and Kidnies, which belong not to this work, 
are already treated on at full length by me ia 
two separate publications. But, above all, I 
beg it to be understood, that this peiformance 
is theoretically and practically my own, that it 
is the result of my own observation,' and of my 
own practice. Theory is knowing what to do, 
pntctice is doing what is kiMwn. When theoiy 
and practice go not hand in hand, " 'tis easier 
to teach twentv what is fit to be done, than to 
be one of that twenty to follow one's own teach- 
ing." I most cheerfully submit this volume, 
not with that apology of toil and trouble which 
some Authors pretend, who, like porters, on deli- 
vering a very light weight, take out their pocket- 
handkerchiefs to wipe the sweat from off their 
foreheads, inordertoplayupongenerosity. lam 
not indebted to the work of others, nor do I enjoy 
the good of mercury, then cavil the conditions. 
I have not comedown at stated times to rum- 
mage the Bookselfer's compter for materials to 
■work upon. When I think of such Authors, it 
raises a smile, though mixed with pity, — it re- 
minds me of an animal called by naturalists the 
soldier. This little creature, says the Histo- 
rian, is passionately fond of a shell ; but, not 
a 2 
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being supplied with one by nature^ has recourse 
to the deserted shell of some other. I have 
seen these harmless reptiles, continues he, 
coine down once a year from the mountains, 
rank and file, cover the whole shore, and ply 
busily about, each in quest of a shell to please 
it. Nothing can be more amusing than their 
industry upon this occasion. One shell is too 
big, another too little; they enter, arid keep 
possession sometimes for a good while, until 
one is, at last, found entirely to please. When 
all are tlius properly equipped, they march up 
again to the mountains, and live in their new 
acquisition till under a new necessity of chang- 
ing. 



Dean^treet, Soho, 
Nov. 1819. 
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CHAPIER I. 

ON THE ORIGIN OF LUES VENEREA. 

A.LTHOUGH ati investigation of the origin of 
the Lues Venerea in Europe may not be, at this 
lime^ considered as positively necessary for defining 
the symptoms of the Disease, or for assisting the 
cure, yet, upon more general reflection, such an 
investigation must be judged to be an interesting 
point of speculative philosophy, as it involves, by 
the enquiry, the nature of diseases produced through 
climates and habits of life, which are indigenous in 
one or other part of the globe, either at periodical 
seasons, or continually. 

The substance of what has been advanced, to in- 
validate the late origin of Lues Venerea, obliges the 
Author to produce upon thi^ business spmething 
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more than a few ambiguous scraps from obscure, 
and the most part unpolished writings, and which 
most evidently relate to other distempers. 

The writers seem to have shaken together in a 
large bag what scattered wisdom they could lay hold 
of on the antiquity of Lues Venerea prior to the re- 
turn of Columbus, but, as ill fortune would have it, 
the scraps that came uppermost were all out of place. 

AsTBUC, the learned and judicious Historian, I 
may call him, on the subject of Lues Venerea, has 
enquired into the history of diseases in the days of 
the Greeks and Romans, but has not been able to 
produce any Author which satisfactorily corroborates 
the opinion of those who are desirous to attribute 
its origin to another and prior cause, — to make it 
an ancient disease with another name, and to esta- 
blish Lues Venerea an original, venomous, morbid, 
disease of Europe. 

It is scarcely three hundred and thirty years since 
this distemper first shewed itself in Europe, and we 
have extant upwards of four hundred different Trea- 
tises upon this subject, by Authors of great reputa- 
tion, besides the notice which has been taken of it 
in almost every book that has been written on Phy- 
sick. 

Then it must be admitted at least to be extraor- 
dinary, that they should all, to a man, for full twQ 
thousand years, omit to mention Lues Venerea, so 
violent, so remarkable and common a disorder, if 
this distemper had been among them, and which, 
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when undisguised by mercury, would not have been 
misunderstood. How comes it to pass, if the dis- 
ease did exist before the aera of the return of Colum- 
bus's crew, that no one Author should haVe written 
specifically upon it before that aera, and that. so 
many have since ? 

I shall now proceed to the authorities for the 
strong ground entertained, that Lues Venerea first 
made its appearance in Europe towards the latter 
end of the year 1494. This may be learned from 
the joint testimonies of all the physical writers who 
flourished then in Italy, and have treated of the ori- 
gin of the distemper. 

I particularly request the attention of the Reader 
to the most important o£ all points in this question, 
namely, that the Authofs and Historians I quote 
lived at the time of the return of Columbus, be- 
tween the year 1494 and 1 566 at the remotest, but 
chiefly between 1494 and 153ff. Whereas these 
collectors of scraps are not able to produce before 
the year 1494 one single volume written specifically 
on LiUes Venerea. 
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CHAPTER n. 



MEDICAL TESTIMONIES ON THE ORIGIN OF 
LUES VENEREA IN EUROPE. 

Joseph Grunpecii, a German Physician, pub- 
lished, in the year 1496, " Tractatum de Pestilen- 
tiali Scorr^ sive Mala de Frantzos," in which he 
affirms, that it was a disease so lately inflicted on 
mankind, that it seemed to be a plague sent down 
from Heaven, — that it was a new kind of disease, 
hateful to Nature, — a most horrid and terrible pro- 
digy, unheard of, hated, and altogether unknown 
to mortals before that time. 

Alexander Benedict, of Verona, who was Phy- 
sician in the Venetian army which Charles the 
Eighth of France destroyed in the Battle of For- 
nova, in the year 1495, and therefore had the op- 
portunity of observing the first appearance of this 
new disease, asserts in his work, " de omnibus 
morbis," published in 14y6, that *' by the Venereal 
Contact, a new French disease, or at least one that 
was unknown to former Physicians, owing to the 
pestiferous aspect of the stars, had bufst in upon 
them from the West ;" — and in another part of his 
work, that " the French Disease, a new plague 
which wa^ sprung up in the world, contracted by 
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lying together and contact, was reckoned, in his 
time, incurable." 

Nicolas Leonicenus, of Vicenza, Professor of 
Physic at Farrara, the famous reviver of Greek Phy- 
sic, in a Treatise which he wrote in the year 1496, 
de Morbo Gallico, observes first, that " new diseases 
had appeared in Italy, which were unknown to for- 
mer ages, after the manner of the Lichenis, which, 
according to Pliny, Hist. Natural, lib. 1(), were never 
known before the time of Claudius." Then he pro- 
ceeds thus : 

^^ Something like this h^s happened in this age, 
for now a new disease, of an unusual nature, has at- 
tacked Italy, and several other countries ; however, 
this disease has obtained no proper name hitherto 
by our present Physicians, but they commonly call 
it the French Disease ; as if the contagion had been 
imported by the French into Italy, and that this 
country was infested both by the Disease and the 
arms of France at the same time. I, for my part, 
am forced to believe (nor indeed can I conceive the 
case to be otherwise) that this infectious disease, 
which has lately sprung up, has harassed this pre- 
sent age, as it never did any formei: one." 

CoRADiNUS GiLiNUS, in his " Opusculum de 
Morbo Gallico,*' begins thus : 

^* Last year (1496) a very violent disease attacked 
great numbers of people, both in Italy and the other 
side of the mountains, which the Italians call the 
French Disease, affirming, that the French intro- 
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(luced it into Italj' ; which the French call the Ita- 
lian or Neapolitan Disease, because they say they 
were first infected in Italy, and especially at Naples, 
with this cruel plague ; or because the Disease ap- 
peared first in Italy at the time of the passage of the 
French over the mountains. And as this Disease is 
yet unknown to the Moderns, and there have been 
and still subsist great debates about it among Physi- 
cians, I have therefore determined to write some- 
thing about it." 

Bartholomew Montagnana, the yoiinger, of 
Padua, wrote, in the year 1449, Physical Advice to 
Peter Zenus, of Venice, for the most illustrious and 
most reverend Bishop and Viceroy of Hungary, who 
at that time was ill of this Disease. " This Disease 
(he affirms) was unknown to Hippocrates, Galen, 
Avicenna, and other ancient Physicians ; and there- 
fore its proper name was not known. For, provided 
Avicenna (proceeds he) had known it, he would 
certainly have given some account of it, and called 
it by its proper name, as he has done to a great 
many others. Whence he concludes, that the 
French Disease, which appears now-a-days, did not 
exist in the times of Galen, Hippocrates, and Avi- 
cenna." 

Gasper. Torella, of Valencia, in Spain, formerly 
Physician to Pope Alexander the Sixth, published in 
the year I50O. "This Disease (says he) was first dis- 
covered by the French, when they entered Italy with 
a strong army, and remained there for some time ; 
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e^^iaHy \thite tfb^y kept pos^^ssion of the kiDgdoififii 
6f Naples. Wherefore by thid ICaliaM h #as^6ill«d 
the Freitefi Disease, because they infiagined that tt 
wxcs natural to the French. On the other biand, Jh 
France they called it the Neapolitan Disease, iiKia- 
gfitiing that the French had brought it with them 
from Naples, because it began lirst t6 appear at the 
time, when King Charles returned with his men itkt6 
France : and as duch an extraordinary disease hs^ 
never been seen by any person in our days, there- 
fore it could not be methodically and perfectly 
cured, by the most skilful, experienced, and oldest 
of bur Physicians.'' 

Anthoiiy Bonevenius, of Florence, in a book, 
de Abditis Rerum Causis, printed at j^lorence rtt 
th^ year 1507, speaks thus concerning the Origin 
of the Venereal Disease : *^ In the year of Christ 
1496, a new.kind of disease spread itself, not oftly 
over all Italy, but almost over all Europe. Begin^ 
ning first in Spain, it travelled thence through Italy, 
arid so over France and other countries, Seizing 
great numbers of people wherever it went." 

Wendeunus Hock de Brackenaw, of the fJni- 
versity of Bologne, Professor of Arts and Physick, 
in 1502, writes thus : " From the year 1494 to the 
present year 1503, during which time a contagious' 
disease, which is called French, has raged very 
niuch. Of this disease, or its efficient, formal, and 
material cause, neither Ancients nor Moderns have 
^iven any certain account, nor have they said nor 
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wrote any thing satisfactory, neither of its name, 
nor of its nature or quality : — and it is not without 
cause, that even the learoed men of the Faculty fly 
from this cruel disease, confessing themselves entirely 
ignorant of it." 

Jacobus Cataneus, a Genoese, in a Treatise, de 
Morbo Gallico, written about the year 1505, thus 
relates the history of the first appearance of the Ve- 
nereal Disease : " In the year 1494 of the Christian 
^ra, when Charles the Eighth, King of France, 
invaded the kingdom of Naples, during the Ponti- 
ficate of Alexander the Fourth, there first appeared 
in Italy a monstrous disease, which was never seen 
in any former age, and quite unknown in any part 
of the world," 

Pbteh Trapolinus, of Padua, Professor of Philo- 
sophy and Physick, who died in the year 1506, 
published de Morbo Gallico, and says tliat *' this 
disease was certainly unknown to Hippocrates, Galen, 
Avicenna, and the rest of the ancient Physicians." 

John de Vigo, a Genoese, Physician and Sur- 
geon to Pope Julius the Second, in his Practica 
Chirurgica Curiosa, about which he was employed 
from the year 1503 to the year 15l3i ^^^ vv^s firsi 
published in 1514, expresses himself thus: — " In 
the month of December, in the year 1494, in which 
year Cliarlea King of France marched into Italy 
with a very numerous army, in order to regain the 
kingdom of Naples, there broke out and spread 
itself almost all over Italy, a certain disease of an 
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unkno¥m' nature^ which different nations have called 
-by different names. It was necessary, in ortJer to 
cure it, to call in new helps, and to make trial of 
new medicines : and indeed whatever was found to be 
successful in that disease, was rather owing to new 
experiments, than to any assistance from remedies 
recommended both from reason and experience of 
the Ancients in their Writings." 

Peter Maynard, of Verona, about the year 15 1 8, 
wrote two Treatises de Morbo Gallico— in the former 
he speaks thus : — " At this present time there has 
been discovered an epidemical or fatal distemper: 
— ft is called French, because there is no remem- 
brance of it before Charles King of France marched 
with his army into Italy, viz. about the year 1496." 

Ulrich Hutten," a German knight, having been 
infected with the Venereal Disease, and tried the 
common method of cure to no purpose, no less than 
eleven times in the ^pace of nine years, was at last 
restored to perfect health, by the use of Guaicum, 
about the year 1519, and the same year wrote a 
learned Treatise de Curatione Morbi Gallici, per 
Adcninistrationem Lign. Guaic. which he dedicated 
to the Archbishop and Elector of Mentz and Mag- 
deburg: — He expresses himself thus: "It has 
pleased God to send diseases upon us unhnown to 
our ancestors, as far as we can judge. In the year 
1493, or thereabout, there broke out a contagious 
disease, not in France, but in Naples, though it was 
called; French, because it appeared first in the 
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French army, which Charles King of France marched 
into the kingdom of Naples. Besides, the Physi- 
cians shunned the very sight of it, much more the 
touch of the persons who were infected with it, 
being more afraid of it than any other disease." 

James a BoTHiNCouRT, of Roan, Doctor of Arts 
and Physick, pubHshed a book, entitled Purgato- 
rium in Morbum Gallicum sive Venereum, in which 
he affirms, '' that if this disease afflicted mankind 
formerly (as some Physicians seem vainly to ima- 
gine) there is not the least mention made of it in 
their Writings. It is certain (proceeds he) that it 
only appeared amongst us about thirty years ago ; 
which Eera of the disease, subtracting thirty years 
or so, from 1527, will make it happen about 
1496." 

LiAURENCE Phrisius, a German, in a Treatise de 
MorboGallico, published at Basil, 1532, writes thus: 
— " In the year I49G, there raged a violent disease, 
making dreadful havoc upon mankind with ulcers, 
swellings of the glands, and excruciating pains, and 
so excessively tormenting, that all who have ever 
beheld it, have been quite astonished at it; for tliat 
destructive disease was unknown and unseen before, 
not only by the vulgar, but likewise by men of 
learning and well skilled in Physick," 

Peter Andrew Matthiolus, of Sienna, in a 
Discourse de Morbo Gallico, written about the year 
1535, expressly asserts, " I can assure you, that be- 
fore the arrival of Charles King of France, Italy 
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oeitfaer knew the disease, nor had ever heard the 
Mime of it.** 

ALPoefssvs Ferrvs, a Neapolitan Doctor of Art9 
aod Pbysicky and Physician to Pope Paul the Third, 
in a Treatise de Morbo Gallico et Ligni Sancti Na- 
tarsLy poblisbed at ReRCe, 1537, expresses himself 
as fbUows : — '^ 1 do not find that any of the ancient 
Writers haTe at all treated in particular of that dis^ 
ease which is cffUed the French. Latin authort 
have imagined that some of the Antients have hinted 
at it in general ; but this is only conjecture, and fer 
from being certain. Let your young Authors tor- 
meirt themselves as much as they please, in inter- 
preting^ the signification of the names and the force 
of the words, and pat that construction itpon it, 
whicix is most agreeable to themselves, yet none of 
thenar will be able to shew a particular chapter upon 
that subject." 

Jbrome Fracastorius, a Veronese, de Morbis 
Contagiosis,- published at Venice, in 1546, has these 
observations on the Venereal Disease : — '^ Among 
other wonderful phenomena which have happened' 
in this age, we have seen a disease spring up quite 
new and unknown in this part of the worldj which- 
has overspread almost all Europe, and likewise a 
great part of A^fa and Africa, but in Italy it broke 
out at the time when the French took possession of 
the kingdom of Naples, under their King Charles." 

Anthonv Musa Bhassavolus, of Farrara, in the 
beginning of his book de Morbo Gallico, which was 
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printed at Venice, 1553> says, " that the conclusion 
of the whole afiair is this, that the Venereal Disease 
then took its rise, when the French invested Italy, 
and Charles the Eighth of France subdued the king- 
dom of Naples." 

Gabriel Fallopios, a native of Modena, in a 
discourse de Morbo Gallico, which he wrote in the 
year 1560, having produced in the first chapter 
several instances of diseases lately known in Europe, 
proceeds thus : — " The latest of them is that which 
we now treat of, and is called the French Disease, 
or the French Scab ; nor is there any question to 
be made of its novelty, because in the times of our 
Ancestors it was not yet discovered, it was not yet 
heard of; in these days the Elephantiasis was the 
reigning disease. The Scab first attacked us in the 
year 1494, when Charles, a warrior of great autho- 
rity, and a very fiery genius, indulging his natural 
inclination to war, invaded Italy with a large army, 
which he had gathered together that year; having 
subdued the dukedom of Milan, and all Tuscany, 
the Republic of Florence, &c, yielding likewise to 
his arms, he attacked Rome. From thence he 
marched to Naples, which he attempted to attack 
with a very large army of eighty thousand men. 
It was during this juncture that the disease ap- 
peared." 

Besides the testimonies 1 have here produced, if 
tliere were any occasion for further proofs that the 
Venereal Disease first of all appeared at the aera that 
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I am asssigning to it^ many more Authors may be 
brought to corroborate the fact, if a case, in my opi- 
nion, already so plain demanded it. 

Leonard Schmai, of Saltzburg, de Morbo Gal- 
ileo ; Nicholas Massa, a Venetian, de Morbo Gal- 
lico ; Anthony Gallus Aloysius Labera, of 
Aviira in Spain, Physician to the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth ; John Baptist Montanus,. a Veronese, 
Tract, de Morbo GalHco; Prosper Borgantius of 
Padua ; Nicolas Macchellus, of Modena ; Alex. 
Trajan Petronius ; and lastly, William Ronde- 
LETius, Regius Professor and Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Montpelier, in the beginning of his book 
de Morbo Italico. 

All these wrote between the years 15 00 and 1566, 
and all of them declare with one consent, that 
Lues Venerea was a new distemper in Europe, 
and when it first appeared towards the close of the 
fifteenth century, was entirely unknown to the Phy- 
sicians of that .day. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HISTORICAL TESTIMONIES. 

Of SO great importance to society was this disease, 
and so much concern did it excite among men, that 
we find the Historians of the time were no more si- 
lent upon it than those of other times were of the 
Sweating Sickness, of the Plague, or of the Fire of 
London. Historians always mark events which do 
happen ; and sometimes perhaps they either aggra- 
vate or diminish the circumstances of them; but I 
believe It will never be thought that tiiey write on 
diseases, and describe them as existing, if thpy are 
not at the time in existence ; nor do they interrupt 
their more general object by the relation of events 
which are not less remarkable by being uncommon. 

Mark Antiionv Coccius Sabellicus died at the 
age of seventy, in the year 150ff, of the French 
Disease, which he had contracted by venery. This 
Historian, in his Rhapsodise Histor. lib. g, first pub- 
lished at Venice in I502, and afterwards at Paris iii 
1509, writes thus: " In the year 1496 a new kind 
of disease began to spread itself all over Italy, which 
took its rise the year before, at the time that the 
French first entered that country, and therefore, as 
it was natural to believe, was called French ; from 
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whence that horrid disease, which no age was ever 
afflicted with before, took its origin, is, in my opi- 
nion, far from being certain. After various tortures, 
there appeared pustules upon the body, which, de- 
generating into foul ulcers, made it loathsome be- 
yond expression. Neither the Elephantiasis nor 
Leprosy can be compared with this disease ; and the 
most melancholy circumstance of all was, that it 
was prolonged for several years, and tlie [lersons in- 
fected with it neither died nor recovered. Few died, 
in proportion to the number of those who were 
seized with it ; but much fewer escaped it : and not 
only Italy, but likewise Germany, Sclavonia, and 
the whole coast of Macedonia and Greece were smit- 
ten with this dreadful scourge," 

Baptist Fulgosius, a famous Genoese General, 
published, in the year 1509, nine books of Memo- 
rable Actions, in his native language: it was turned 
into Latin by Camillus Gillinds, of Milan, and 
published there. Fulgosius relates, that "Two 
years before Charles came into Italy, a new disease 
was sent down upon mankind, for which the Physi- 
cians could neither tind a name nor remedies among 
the Ancients, and was differently called, according 
to the different countries which it visited. It greatly 
afiected the joints, and in some the whole body was 
all over ulcerated. But the most surprising circum- 
stance {adds he) in this disease was, that it exerted 
its contagious quality only in coition, and always 
derived its origin from the Genitals. Another re- 
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markable circumstance attending it was this, thaf 
they who were under cure, unless they took parti- 
cular care to abstain from venery, even after the 
disease seemed quite gone, relapsed into it, and were 
as bad as ever. In old persons it appeared to be 
quite incurable. This Plague (for such indeed it 
seemed to be) was brought from Spain to Italy, but 
was communicated to the Spaniards from Ethiopia 
(the West Indies) and soon spread itself all over the 
globe." 

In 1529, Jean de Bourdigne', a French Histo- 
rian, in his History of the Province of Anjou, says, 
" I must not forget to mention that, in the same 
year (1495) a disease began to rage in France, which 
the French called the Great Pox, and the Neapoli- 
tan Scab, because they were first seized with it in 
the Neapolitan expedition; and the Italians called it 
the French Disease, because it appeared first in that 
country at the time when the French made that 
irruption into it. It is a dangerous disease, and at 
first was as bad as the Leprosy ; but in process of 
time its rage is somewhat mitigated, and it is nei- 
ther so violent nor so contagious as it was formerly. 
It is certain, liowever, that it has killed great num- 
bers of people, and many persons of- distinction, 
who for a long time conld find no remedy against 
it. But in the islands lately discovered by the Spa- 
niards, a little while ago was found out a tree, com- 
monly called Guaicum, which is a sovereign and in* 
fallible remedy against this disease." 
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Fbamcib GuicciARDiNo, of Florence, who wrote 
the History of Italy, of his own time, from tlie year 
1494 to the year 1532, in the Second Book of his 
History, expresses himself thus, upon the Venereal ' 
Disease: "The French being seized with that 
disease while they were in the possession of Naples, 
in returning to their native country, spread it all 
over Italy. And indeed this disease, whether it 
WBS altogether new, or was only hitherto unknown, 
except in some remote corner of tlje globe, was 
so very terrible for a great many years, that it 
teemed the greatest calamity which in the memory 
of man was to be transmitted to posterity : for it 
br(Ae out either in nasty pustules, which frequently 
turned into ulcers of so malignant a nature that it 
was impossible to cure them, — or discovered itself 
in most exquisite pains, racking all the joints and 
nerves of the body. Neither were the remedies used 
by the Physicians found eflectua! against it, but fre- 
quently quite the contrary, and such as only irri- 
tated it. Great numbers it killed, sparing neither 
age nor sex ; — still greater it left entirely disfigured, 
lame, and subject to perpetual tormenting pains. 
Nay, a great many of those who appeared to have 
been cured, in a short time relapsed into the same 
miserable condition in which they had been before. 
But after some years, whether from the direful in- 
fluence of the stars, from which it had its origin, 
being at last mitigated, or from proper remedies 
having been found out by long experienrp, it bee;an 
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to grow more mild, and was divided into more kinds, 
and put on different appearances to what il did »t 
6rst. It is agreed upon by all who have enquired 
careFully into its nature, that it seldom or never has 
been coniniunicated toanyiaerson except by coition." 
It appears from History, that the New World 
uas iirst discovered by Christopher Columbus, un- 
der the patronage and protection of Isabel Queen of 
Castile and Leon. In August, I492, he ffrst set 
Sdil with three ships and 120 men, arrived at His- 
piiniola in the mouth of December of the same year, 
and returned from thence in March 1493. Oa the 
asth of September following, he set out again from , 
Cadiz with seventeen ships and 1500 men, besides . 
mariners and workmen, and arrived in Novembei 
again at Hispaniola : from whence in the year fol 
lowing, 1494, he dispatched fourteen ships to Spain. , 
In April, 1494, Bartli. Columbus, the brother of 
Christopher, arrived in Hispaniola with three ships, 
which returned towards the end of the same year 
into Spain with Pedro de Margarit, a Catalonian 
gentleman, and Father Bavl, a Benedictine Monk 
of Catalonia: the former was at that time severely 
afflicted witli the Venereal Disease. In August, 
1494, four, other ships from Spain arrived at the 
Island of Hispaniola, under the command of Akto- 
vio DE ToRKEZ, which returned ill the same time 
that the others did. Lastly, in October 1495, John 
AtttMDo, the Envoy of their Catholic Majesties, 
came into Hispaniola, with lour shi})s to enquire 
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into the crimes laid to Christopher Columbus's 
chai^, and departed for Cadiz the year after, and 
arrived with Christopher on the nth of June, 
1496, with 200 soldiers infected with the Venereal 
Disease. 

The controversy will be properly said to be at an 
end, when once we come to this point, as it evi- 
dently appears from the testimonies both of Physi- 
cians and Historians, who lived at the first appear- 
ance of this distemper in Europe, not only that tlie 
Venereal Disease was a common distemper in His- 
paniola and the neighbouring islands; but that it 
was thence transported into Spain, on board some 
of their ships ; and that a remedy was sought for it 
from the same, or some of the neighbouring islands, 
from whence it sprung, and was pointed out by 
some of the natives, when no medicine of sufficient 
eflScacy could be found for it in Europe. 

Amongst the Physicians who are witnesses to 
these facts, the chief are Anthony Musa Bkassa- 
voLUs, John Baptista Montanus, Gabriel Fal- 
Lorius, and Koderic Diaz. These confirm the 
disease to have originated in the West Indies, and 
to have been brought over by Columbus's men — 
That it appeared in Spain first in the year 1493, »' 
Barcelona, and there spread immediately over the 
whole city ; but as it was hitherto unknown, and 
appeared to be formidable, fasts and religious devo- 
tions were appointed to appease the destructful pro- 
grass of the disease — That in the West Indies the 
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dii^ease was very frequent, and familiar to the na- 
tives — That amongst them they had found an an- 
tidote against it, which was called the Guaicum 
Wood — That there it was milder than in Eucope, 
where, when it was transplanted, it became so fierce 
Bs to a0ect the head, eyes, nose, palate, skin, tflesh, 
bones, and ligaments. But the Historians of the 
time appear to me to be more unexceptionable, and 
lepresent the first origin of the Venereal Disease, ;as 
a fact they were well acquainted with, and of which 
th^ were eye-witnesses. 

■GoNSALvo Fernandez de Oviedo, who was 
sent into Hispaniola by King Ferdinand, in lylg, 
to inspect the melting of metals, and made a long 
stay in that country, about the year 1535 wrote the 
Natural and General History of the Indies. In this 
History he relates, " 1st. Thai tliis disease, which 
is called dc las Buas, is common to all those coun- 
tries, and therefore it had pleased the Divine Pro- 
vidence to communicate assistance to them all, and 
to furnish them every where with a proper remedy 
for curing it. But although," continues he, " that 
disease is frequent elsewhere, yet it is chiefly known 
amongst the Christians, and cured by means of « 
tree called Guaicum in this Island of Hispaniolti. 
Amongstthe Indians it is not so severe, nor so dan- 
gerous, as it is in Spain and the -colder climates, for 
the natives are cured by means of this tree. In these 
Indian countries there are very few Christians who 
lie with the female natives, that escape this terrible 
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disease : beoaase it is really the produce of this soil, 
and ascemmontodiese Indians, as other disteinperi< 
are in other countries." In the Summary of the Na- 
tumt and GonenU History of the West Indies^ which, 
upon hia returning to Europe from Hispaoiola, 
where he had lived twelve years, the siirne Author 
wrote in Spanish at Toledo, in l',-2^, hethu&ad- 
dreased himself to Charles the Fifth, King of Spajo, 
by whose direction he complied: — L can assure 
your Imperial Majesty, that titis disease, which is 
new in Europe, is very well known in the Antille 
Islands, lately discovered, and so very common 
there, that almost every one of the Spaniards who 
lay with the Indian women contracted it from them. 
Thus it was imported from thence into Spain, by 
those who returned with Columbus after" his first 
and second voyage. And afterwards, in the year 
14S5, when Gonsalvo Fernandez of Corduba, at 
that lime a famous General, marched with the Spa- 
nish forces into Italy, by order of their Catholic Ma- 
jesties, Ferdinand and Isabella, to the assistance of 
Ferdinand the Second, King of Naples, against 
Charles King of France, there were several of the 
Spanish soldiers infected with the same disease, and 
thus it was quickly communicated with the Neapo- 
litans and the French, by means of their lying pro- 
IDiBCuously with the same women," 

To the like purpose the same Author writes in his 
Natural and General History of the West Indies, in 
book the second, which is a much larger work than 
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his Summary, and written in Spanish ten years 
after, viz. in 1535. There he expressly names se- 
veral witnesses of eminence, who beheld what passed, 
and were concerned in the first expedition made into 
llispaniola, and from whom he declares he received 
whatever he relates. And more especially he relies 
upon the authority and testimony of Pedro de Mar- 
garit, the Catalonian, whose testimony is of the 
greater value, as he attended on Christopher Colum- 
bus in his second expedition into Hispaniola in 1493, 
and returned from thence in the year following, in- 
fected with the Venereal Disease, of which the Au- 
thor suspected he was not perfectly cured at the time 
he wrote; because he was even at that time tor- 
tured with continual pains. Upon a thorough know- 
ledge, therefore, of the fact, this Author expressly 
declares, that the Venereal Disease was brought 
from Hispaniola into Spain previously to the year 
M95, by the Spanish soldiers, who served under 
Gonsalvo Fernandez in Italy, and communicated 
to the French and Neopolitana by promiscuous 
venery. 

Francis Guicciardino, Citizen of Florence, who 
in the History of his own Times, written in Italy, 
has carefully related whatever passed in Italy from 
the years 1494 to 1532, at the close of his second 
book, having observed that the Venereal Disease 
was commonly called the French Disease, he thus 
goes on: " But it is no more than just to remove 
this reproach from the French. For it is certain 
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that the Venereal Disease, together with a raost in- 
veterate itch, was imjiorted from Spain to Naples. 
Neither, indeed, was. it a native of that country, but 
was Hkewise imported thither from those islands, 
which about that time were discovered by Christo- 
pher Columbus of Genoa. But in those islands 
kind Nature has provided a speedy remedy against 
this disease, viz. only by drinking the juice of an 
excellent tree that grows there, endowed with many 
other properties, they are very easily cured. This 
tree is called Guaicum." 

Francis Lopez, of Gomara, a Sevillian Clergy- 
man, and Chaplain to Ferdinand Cortez, who re- 
duced the En^pire of Mexico into a Spanish Pro- 
vince, in his General History of the Indies, written 
originally in Spanish, and published at Medino del 
Campo in the year 1553, gives us the following ac- 
count : *^ All the natives of the Island of Hispaniola 
are infected with the Venereal Disease, and there- 
fore the Spaniards who had to do with the Indian 
women very soon were seized with this complaint, 
than which there is none more infectious, or more 
painful. Wherefore, finding themselves very much 
tormented, and in no way of getting better^ they re- 
turned into Spain, most part of them on account of 
their health, and some on account of business. The 
disease still lurking in those who returned, was 
communicated by them to a great many common 
women, and by these to several of the soldiers who 
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maiched into Italy, to fight under King Ferdinand 
the Second against the French. 

" Thus the Venereal Disease was introduced into 
Italy; aod as it broke out amongst the French, upon 
iheir first entering into that country, it was there- 
fore by them called tlie Neapolitan Disease, because 
they imagined they contracted it from the Neapoli- 
tans: on the other hand, by the Italians it was called 
the French Disease, because they fancied that it 
was brought to them by French: though there were 
some who likewise called it the Spanish Scab. Fur- 
ther, as the disease, so likewise the remedy for it 
came from the West Indies; a very strong argu- 
ment that the disease came originally from thence. 
That remedy is a kind of wood or tree called Guai- 
cum, with which the high mountains in that coun- 
try are covered." 

Father John Baptist do Tbrtre, of the Order 
of Preaching Friars, in his General History of the 
Islands of St. Christopher, Guadaloupe, Martinico, 
and others, says, that " That foul distemper which 
they call Fpian, and is really the Venereal Disease, 
it, in a manner, hereditary to the natives of those 
islands, who not only contract it by venery, but it 
likewise breaks out spontaneously upon them, owing 
to their bad manner of living, and the unwholesome 
food which they eat. He then adds, that " to hia 
certain knowledge there were Spanish soldiers who, 
upon their return to Spain, the first voyage with 
Christopher Columbus, contracted this disease from 
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the nativey, and carried it with them to Naples, 
where the infection was communicated to th&French, 
and hence it was spread over Europe. 

To the same purpose, and with equal strength from 
autiiorities, ^ak Paul Julius, a Student in Physic, 
nho was advanced to the Bishopric of Nucerias by 
^Clement the Seventh, and died in 1552 — John 
Mariana, a Jesuit, a very careful collector of Spa- 
nish History — and Frances Eades de Mezaray, in 
Abbr^g^ Chronologique de rHistorie de Prance, in 
the year 149G. But it will be certainly thought un- 
necessary to quote their words at large, in a case so 
plain as I think 1 have made it out. 

In the Neapolitan, or rather in the Spanish Army, 
there were not a few of the soldiers who, returning 
I'rom the Indies, ei^er in the first voyage with 
Chmtopher Coltnnbus, in the month of March, 
14W; or in greater numbers, in the second, as al- 
ready observed, with Antonio de Torrez, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1494 ; or in the thirds with Pe- 
dro de Mai^ri^ at the end of the same year, were as 
vet infected with the Venereal Disease, or at least had 
coDtraeled it in Spain, after it bad been brought bv 
otberi into Enrojie. And therefore it is by no means 
itrange, that many of tlie Neapolitans should be in- 
fected with the same distemper, as they served un- 
der the same colours, and had to do with the same 
women that followed the camp. And, for the same 
reason, the like contagion could not but soon be 
communicated by one or both of them to the French, 
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for, as the success of the war continued doubtfiil for 
two whole years, and the same towns were taken 
and retaken by both parties, it is plain that the 
French also must have had communication with the 
same women who had lain with the Spaniards and 
Neapolitans, and thus the seeds of the Venereal 
Disease must have mutually passed from one to 
another. 

But though this disease appears to have spread 
itself very quickly from Spain, Italy, and France, 
where it first began, into the countries of Europe, 
yet its progress was gradual, and slower in propor- 
tion to the distance of those countries from the 
• places where it first shewed itself. Of this we have 
the testimony of Daniel Sennertus, about the 
year I632, concerning the Upper SaXony, who, in 
the sixth book of his Works, after relating that 
Cappavacius, in Italy, had got above eighteen thou- 
sand crowns, solely by curing of the French Disease, 
ingenuously owns, that, " for thirty-four years, 
during which space he had practised physick, not 
without profit, he had not made so many single 
crowns by curing this disease, as Cappavacius had 
made thousands, owing to the small number of those. 
who laboured under it in that country." 

However, at the same time that the infection of 
the Venereal Disease passed from Spain into Italy 
and France, and from thence into the other Euro- 
pean countries, it appears likewise to have spread 
itself along the coasts of Africa and Asia, that were 
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idjacent to the Mediterranean Sea ; which we think 
owing to the following causes : to the banisli- 
ment of the Jews and Mahometans, who, upon the 
.conquest of Granada, were driven out of Spain by 
Ferdinand and Isabella, and such of them who ded 
into Africa carried with them the Venereal Disease, 
tvhich they had before contracted in Spain. 

Of this we have a remarkable witness, John Leo, 
I Mahometan, and a native of Granada, who, being' 
wnished with the rest, removed to Fez, in Morocco, 
there he applied himself to the study of the Arabian 
earning, and being afterwards taken by Pirates, 
md presented to Pope Leo the Tenth, embraced 
fte Christian Religion. Now in his Description of 
Africa, which he wrote in Arabic, at Rome, and 
which was turned into Latin by John Florianus, lie 
expresses himself thus: " Even the name of this 
disease was not known to the Africans, before King 
Ferdinand banished all the Jews and Mahometans 
out of Spain, who being returned to their native 
country, the Ethiopians lay with their wives, and 
thus the disease spread over Africa, like a Plague, 
lo that there was hardly a family that remained free 
from the infection. They are firmly persuaded that 
it was transplanted to them from Sjiain, and on this 

very account (that it might not be without a name) 

They called it the Spanish Disease: but at Tunis,, 
and all over Italy, it is called the French Disease; 
fhd the same name is given (o it in Egyi>t and 
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Syria; — ^whence the common proverb of cursing — 
may the French Disease kill you." 

The Merchants and seamen, who brought goods 
daily from the porta of Italy, France, and Spain, to 
the ports of Africa and Asia, carried over also a 
very bad kind of merchandise, viz. the Venereal 
Disease, which, by degrees, spread itself Farther into 
the country, from the coaats bordering upon the 
Mediterranean. Nor did the contagion, spread by 
the Europeans, stop here, but extended ^vide into 
tiie remotest corners of Asia ; and, by repeated 
voyages, penetrated into the East-Indies, where, by _ 
the Persians, &c. it is called the Disease of the Cbris- 
tians. It is also certain that the first seeds of this 
disease were imported by the Portuguese, not only 
to the coasts of India and the Empire of China, but 
likewise to the Kingdom of Japan ; for Engelhert 
Kempfek, in his Natural, Civil, and Ecclesiastical 
History of Japan, says, that " the Venereal Disease, 
which is common amongst them, is called by the 
Japanese, the Portuguese Disease." 

Without the idea be well inculcated, and conti- 
nually impressed upon the mind, that every sepa- 
rate symptom belonging to Lues Venerea is to be 
found through other diseases, we should hesitate, 
and be left in some uncertainty from tliis cause. 

There cannot be a doubt that every symptom 
singly of Lues Venerea, may be a resembling symp- 
tom of another disease ; but there is no other disease 
which embraces all the symptoms of Lues Venerea. 
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ffhere is no other drseaae where the symptoms of 
it go progressively on in resemblance to Lues 
Venerea. 

iFrom Vigo, Fallopius Massa, and Bereng*- 
S'Cakpus, we can now know what are the true 
wmptoms of Lues Venerea, >o strongly do their 
definitions correspond with the present appearances 
lliit. 

' lit lis not incumbent upon me to say how the 
Ispm ihes 'passed away, and is now scarcely heard 

: I am only to assert that the symptoms of the 
jLepra are described to be different from those of 
9 Venerea ; and ttiat tiie Physicians, in the be- 
^nning of the sixteenth century were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Lepra, but were at a loss to ac- 
Bount for, or define Lues Venerea. This was a pe- 
nod when their similarity might have been com- 
fsred with some pretensions to truth, when the 
comparison might have been made with success, by 
the two diseases being brought face to face, if there 
bad been any suspicion then, that their stroi>g re- 
smblance afforded a probability of tlieir being the 

The possibility of the disease being brought from 
America to Europe, has been formerly also denied, 
but we have seen in our time, that it can be con- 
veyed in a longer voyage ; for it has been imported 
to Otaheite' from Europe. There we find the dis- 
eese committing dreadful havoc, proceeding through 
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all its stages in the fullest extent^ from not being 
disguised or restrained by mercury. 

It remains at present, and probably it ever will 
be a truth unascertained, whether BouGANVfLLE, 
the French circumnavigator, or Wallis, first intro- 
duced through their crew Lues Venei*ea to the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of OTAHEIT£^ As the act re* 
fleets no glory, as there is nothing in the deed 
which can be honourably boasted of, I presume 
neither of them havie been industrious to assist the 
Historian in discovering or fixing the fact. If a 
prize had been the bone of contention, the claim, 
would have been long ago mad6 out, and the right 
adjudged. If the anxious Historian seeks to ascer- 
tain how the disease found a way to Otaheite'^ a 
repugnance to that which must be iever considered 
as an unpardonable neglect, and an indelible dis- 
grace, will stifle the enquiry. For we have found^ 
the more the question has been agitated, the more 
has art been practised to darken it. 

The British navigators must have landed at'OxA- 
heiteV because the trophies of their visit are depo- 
sited in the British Museum ; and they or the 
French, for it is not yet decided which, either or 
both, in the foul spirit of the passions, have dis- 
graced, even in the eye of a savage people, the honor 
of civilized nations, by the selfish gratification of 
baneful lust. 

-The only account which we are furnished with is, 
that the disease was actually there since the Euro- 
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pean philosophic Captains touched upon the Island ; 
that Captain Cook found it there, but he made no 
mention of any particular symptoms, such as Go- 
norrhoea, Chancre, or Bubo. He presumed '^ they 
had found out a specifjck for it,** although in that I 
beKeve he was mistaken, as will hereafter appear. 
^^ He had seen some upon whom the disease had 
made a rapid progress, and one who went a^ay in- 
fected, returned in a short time in perfect health.** 
In another part of this voyage, he says, ^^ that some 
had &llen victims to its rage, abandoned by their 
nearest relations : tlieir hair and their nails fell off, 
and their flesh rotted from their bones.** He says, 
in his last voyage, ^^ they had broad ulcers, with 
thick white edges that were shocking to look at ; 
and yet he met with some that seemed to be cured 
of it, and others in a fair way of being cured ; but 
this was not effected without the loss of the nose, or 
the best part of it.** Afterwards he tells us, ^^ that 
the disease is now almost universal : for this they 
seem to have no remedy. They allow that in a few 
cases, Nature^ without the assistance of a Physician, 
exterminates the poison, and perfect recovery is 
produced ; but they also say, if a man is infected 
with it, he will communicate it to others in the 
same house, by feeding out of the same utensils, or 
handling them.** 

It would have been more accordant with the dis- 
tinct provinces of men, if Captain Cook had dele- 
gated to his Surgeon the office of describing the 
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Bymfltoms fspd ithe fxvDgrets ^of the ^iseiaie. We 
theo -dbojuld have been enabled to ihave (Contprcf- 
heDded - tbe aeooimt lof • it lin a more minute and pro - 
fessional tmamier. An lignorance of 4he nature of 
tbe disease eoilld nott benowrplquded in afiologjr for 
6uck :aii iGtmtssion, 'with 'the is^me pretenee as at 
might 4iave been hy Coi;umbu6.; and fherefinse "it 
mm a 'duty due lo a ^oountry^ -thaft a mJone clear in* 
fenxHif ion fdiould fhare dbeen given* ^ fiut imperfect 
as ibsjr are, these iaecounts hy GiPXAXtr OooK^of 
the progress of ^LuEs ysNEREA, correspond *with the 
progress of it When it first appeared in Europa, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE NATtTKE AND ACTION OP LUES 
VENEREA. 

Lues Venerea appears to be a poison, sui generis, 
-a poison peculiar to the human subject. Every 
oisonous disease is found to be propagated either 
irough morbid effluvia, or through poisonous fluid 
conveyed from a diseased subject, and lodged with 
sound one. The Piague and the Small-Pox 
•re instances of the former description, and which 
filay be termed contagious diseases : Lues Venerea 
And bites of mad and venomous animals are in- 
■tances of the latter, and tvhich may be termed in- 
fectious diseases. This distinction between these 
iBseases is evident; for although a contagious dis> 
ease can be propagated like an infectious disease by 
inoculation ; yet an infectious disease cannot be pro- 
|legated by effluvia, at least it bas not yet been proved 
to our satisfaction that what I have defined to be an 
infectious disease, is possessed of that power. 

There is no disease which ever was defined, so full 
of variety as Lues Venerea. The reason of this va- 
riety will not be found, 1 flatter myself, too diflicult 
&>r some additional explanation. In order to account 
for venereal action on the various parts, both local 
•nd constitutional, we must consider the qiialilij of 
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the parts on which it is acting: we must consider 
that venereal infection has the singular power of 
acting on every component part of the human 
body: and we must further consider, that, inde- 
pendent of a local and constitutional power, which 
evidently belongs to it, and which is in general ac- 
knowledged, there is a relative distinction to be ex- 
plained, by which the true nature and action of it 
will be better understood. Although in this countrv 
we have no instance to establish an opinion that 
Lues V'eneresi can be propagated in any other way 
than by contact of venerea! fluid, conveyed from a 
diseased subject to a sound one, yet, if its nature 
does not permit it to be propagated by 'effluvia, the 
Bubtilty of ihe poisonous fluid, when once it has 
taken possesijion, cannot be disputed. It is owing 
to the uncommon subtiily of \-enereal poison, and 
the [lower which it has of attacking everv com- 
ponent part of the body, to the irregular action of 
the poison on each part in point of succession, to 
the length of time it will remain without discovering 
itself, to the progress of it not being definable qnder 
any hxed periods, to its assimilation on various 
[»arts to other diseases which such parts are liable 
to, that so many disputations have engaged authors, 
80 many erroneous opinions have been given, such 
various theories have been adopted, such contradic- 
tory practice in the treatment of it has been sug- 
gested, such false conclusions drawn, and such ini- 
poBitions on credulity practised. 
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As the Ancients knew no disease like it, and were 
net aware that it could be transplanted from the 
West-Indies, they asEigned the origin of it to pre- 
ternatural causes, not being able to comprehend a 
natural one. I can always conceive the errors arising 
from ignorance to be venial, when 1 cannot with so 
much readiness find in my duty an apology for 
scepticism. Modern Theorists, who do not believe 
that this disease was first brought from the West 
Indies, or that it could be, might as well doubt that 
it has since been conveyed from Europe to Otaheit^. 
And those who doubt that a virulent Gonorrhcea is 
tfie venereal poison acting locally on a mucous mem- 
brane, might also doubt that it is produced, either 
in 'consequence of a connection between a sound 
habject and a diseased one, or in consequence of the 
lafecting fluid being conveyed from a diseased suh- 
lectj and lodged on a mucous surface of a sound 
lObject, so as to take effect. If we were to make a 
wrrender of our own reasoning upon this question, 

I build our faith upon the assertions of some, we 
Aoiild become the slaves of constant deception, 
gonorrhoea and Chancre are both the result of vene- 
Ral poison acting on parts, under diflerent modiS- 
iBtions. The cause of both symptoms is the same, 
tod the effects will be corresponding to the anato- 
blical nature of both parts: venereal fluid applied to 
Uie Urethra, produces a discharge of Mucus; that 
fluid lodged on the cutis, produces a Chancre, 
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The Urethra, like every other mucous membrane 
of the body — like that of the nose, the fauces, and 
the eyes, is by Nature so formed as to yield from 
its surface constant moisture, and the surface which 
secretes this constant moisture is more immediately 
susceptible than a part covered with skin. That 
, which will irritate the membranes of the nose and 
l^uces, the coats of tlie eyes, and the Urethra, will 
not produce the smallest eflTect on the common skin. 
■ — Like a spark of fire, which falling on gun-powder 
will produce an explosion; but when falling on sand, 
it will there become extinct. Any little innocent 
extraneous substance fastening on these mucous sur- 
faces, will excite from them an additional discharge, 
will stimulate them beyond their general action ; 
and it seems to be quite compatible with the animal 
oeconomy, that the particular or preternatural action 
of every part, is a possession of power enjoyed to 
indulge or become free of that which is acting upon 
it, but more es])ecially on parts of this description, 
which are both inlets and outlets of the constitution; 
when any thing which is obnoxious stimulates them, 
such stimulating extraneous qualities are diluted 
avviiy by an increased secretion; this increased secre- 
tion diminishes the acrimony of that which stimu- 
kles; and from this cause, an extraneous substance 
stimulating a mucous membrane, may be carried 
away in the secretion, and if it be, then all irritation 
being at an end, the discliarge of secretion, in course, 
ceases. 
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On whatever part this infecting fluid lodges, if 
its action take effect, that action will always be the 
same, for otherwise it would not be uniform vene- 
real action ; the symptoms of its action will only 
vary, according to the anatomical nature of the 
parts on which the fluid finds a lodgment. The 
application of venereal fluid to any part of the body, 
will necessarily produce a symptom conformable to 
the part on which it is applied. 

Independent of the subtilty of the venereal poison 
being a cause, of our want of a clear and decisive 
knowledge of the various symptoms of the venereal 
infection, the want of explanation of what we daily 
see, will always leave a door open for disputation 
to enter in ; and where the room for enquiry is large 
and dark^ every one will bring out of it what coines 
first to hand, and producing it to light, flatter him- 
self that' he has brought forth the truth. With 
gome. Gonorrhoea has no relation with Lues Venerea; 
with others, if Gonorrhoea has any relation with Lues 
Venerea, it is so remote, sp comparatively innocent, 
so free of every thing obnoxious to the constitution, 
so easy to be cured, or so unnecessary to be cured, 
that no harm can follow the contracting it, no bad 
consequences are in the least to be dreaded. We 
are positively told that Gonorrhoea is not a venereal 
symptom^ or if it be, that it will cure itself, and 
that it cannot or will not infect the constitqliow. 
. When venereal symptoms, such as Chancres, 
Ulcers^ Nodes, and Caries Bones, presented tbern- 
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selves before tlie Ancients, they did not know the 
true progress of these symptoms at first; they did 
not know from what original source they sprung, 
but, prima iacie, they saw alarming symptoms — 
symptoms new to their eyes, and other senses — 
symptoms which they could not cure, nor account 
for: they sought their origin in divine judgment, in 
poisoning wines, in poisoning water, in deluges of 
rain, and in various otiier false causes. I'o their 
own ignorance and astonishment at these symptoms, 
they could plead in plain language ; and here they' 
speak through their writings perfectly intelligible. 
They tell us what they saw, but not how that whicli 
they saw was produced ; they tell us such were the 
symptoms, such was the havoc of them upon the 
humaa constitution, that they were new to them in 
their nature, and in this, they told us all that was 
then known by them. But a discharge from the 
Penis and Vagina at that time was not a new symp- 
tom — a discharge from either is {lerhaps as old as 
our race; and when it appeared upon a subject then, 
produced in all probability less alarm and less en- 
quiry than it would now : for previous to the origin 
of Lues Venerea, the Urethra and the Vagina were 
liable to every disease which they now are, except- 
ing that produced by venereal irritation ; and if the 
symptom of discharge be the same from other irri- 
tating causes, as well as venereal, it will be no longer 
a wonder that they should overlook this at first, as 
a venereal symptom, and more especially considering. 
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th^Lt «p tbe consequences of the constitutioQ being 
^iisQtad were so remote from such a local sypiptom^ 
it WHild have been almost amounting to a miracle 
if it had at first occurred to them. Besides, they 
overlooked this symptom as a prima ordo of the 
dite^se from another unsuspecting cause : they did 
not know that venereal fluid could be insinuated up 
the Uri^thra, and there lay a foundation for infec- 
tx(w, which would act» not only on the Urethra, 
9n4 PQt only spread its virulent effects there, but 
wwkl ^so be continued on and conveyed from one 
to another. 

■ 

And as they did not at first annex the symptom 
through ignomnce, so did they afterwards annex it 
tbfwgh information. If they had first of all an- 
nexed it through ignorance, and afterwards rejected 
it through information, then the case would have 
been widely different: for it would have been appa- 
rent, they were apprised of the fact from the very 
b^inning, had weighed it, and had decided to re- 
ject it* But from the very first time that Gonorrhoea 
was adjudged to be an increased discharge, fiowing 
froai the Urethra, in consequence of venereal infec- 
ticm, and was considered as true a symptom on that 
part as. a Chancre was on another part, that fact has 
not, until very lately, been resisted. In the whole 
i^'tiie historical tracts on Lues Venerea, which have 
been written year after year, that fact, so far from 
being doubted, has been always established. 
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With respect to the power which there is in the 
infecting fluid, whilst acting on the Urethra in man, 
or Vagina in woman, of producing either diseased 
effects on the parts locally, or of being from them 
absorbed into the constitution, and of producing 
, thereby confirmed venereal symptoms — this will be 

.a future subject of consideration, 
[ The common way by which the propagation o' 
I Lues Venerea is supported and carried on, and has 
been from the first history of it in Europe, (it is 
almost needless to say it) is by connection between 
the sexes. But although the propagation of the 
disease is continued by this intercourse of the sexes, 
and although the act of copulation btrtween the seses 
is the common medium for transferring the disease 
. from one to another, yet that is not tlie only manner 
by which it can be conveyed. Venereal fluid, when 
conveyed through any medium from an infected 
subject, and lodged with a sound subject, will, if it 
acts, as completely infect the sound subject, as if it 
were contracted through an amorous intercourse. 

So complex and difficult I have ever found it to 
determine, a priori, whether a discharge either from 
the Urethra or Vagina possesses a power of convey- 
ing infection, that as I cannot fix in my mind a 
general rule to direct me, so 1 am at a loss to ex- 
plain it. An opinion upon this question is very often 
an opinion of serious importance; no less than the 
future happiness or misery, riches or poverty, virtue 
or infamy of individuals are found to be depending 
on it. 
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We even should be cautious in aspersing or fixing 
a criminality upon many of Ihose who, knowing 
they liave been injured, do convey an injury without 
any intention, or without any behef that they could, 
when they di<l convey it. For if the most observing 
of us all be deceived with respect to the point of 
time when the infecting power is extinct, before the 
discharge which conveys it ceases: if we plead ig- 
norance upon this question, and I am certnin that, 
a priori, we ought and we must, liow much mori: 
ought women to be excused, or at least ought they 
to be indulged with a latitude of apology, who are 
not of the profession to know. An attention to 
this part of the subject must therefore be fixed: 
for it is at a period of the disease which we least 
suspect, when the violence of the symptoms have 
subsided, and some time after even, that such mis- 
takes have happened, and that such an injury hat 
been produced, by the premature hazard of enjoy- 
ment. 

I shall now proceed to give opinions, which, how- 
ever erroneous, I will take care they shall only err 
on the side of caution and safety, I will not permit 
a man (as Mr. Hunter does) to have connection, in 
a state of disease, and bare the woman harmless. I 
would not carry this opmion so far 9s he does, and 
" allow a man who has a Gonorrhoea to have con- 
nection with a sound woman, if he took great care 
to clear all the parts of any matter, by first syringing 
the Urethra, making water, and washing the glan-;." 
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My reason for this interruption is, that the parts 
will go on in secretion during the connection; and 
that no punishment is already fixed for me, which 
Can bear any proportion to the injury my theory 
would do, if I did permit it. Every man whp re- 
flects, and who loves truth, knows that the Urethra 
will yield an increased secretion during the act of 
copulation, and with many that increased secretion 
will be discharged, whether the act of emission be 
gone on with or not. 

When a Gonorrhsa has been protracted for six 
weeks or two months, or beyond that time ; wbeti 
all the inflammatory symptoms have subsided; when 
nothing but a thick discharge remains, and a subject, 
thus conditioned, becomes desirous to form a con- 
nection, where he must not injure^ is it safe } I take 
upon me to say that it is not safe. This is generally 
the predicament in which many well-intending 
women are found; for they, from the nature of 
the parts, cannot with so much accuracy decide 
whether any infectious discharge remains or not: 
they have most of them some discharge when they 
have never bad any infection; and it is in this doubt- 
ful situation that, to their confusion, they do some- 
times ruin their prospects by so unfortunate a dis- 
covery. 

A man may have a Gleet, who never has had a 
Gonorrhoea ; and a Fluor Albus may most certainly 
be found upon a woman, where the foulest suspicion 
dares not tix a worse idea. A man may marry, with 
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aGleet opoa him ; and a woman, with a Fluor Albus. 
But it behoves ut to beware that the latter end of an 
infectious discharge be not cbnstrued into a Gleet or 
Fluor Albus ; and whilst a discharge remains^ after 
a oonfirmed Gonorrhoea, on both sexes, it behoves 
them to get completely rid of it, or at least to 
remember that unfortunate discoveries have been 
made. 

The two general local first symptoms of Lues 
Venerea are said, by me, to be Gonorrhoea and 
(%ancre: the former consists of a virulent discharge 
of ftnid from the Urethra in man, and Vagina in 
woman ; the latter may be an ulcer on any part of 
the Penis of a man, or Labia of a woman ; or on 
any other part of the cutis or cuticle, where the 
iMiereal fluid which is necessary to infect, has been 
so lodged as to produce that effect. 

It has been a question of late years, whether the 
infiectiog discharge from the Urethra is capable of 
producing a Chancre on another subject--^ or whe- 
ther ehancrous discharge is capable of producing a 
Gonorrhoea on another subject— or whether a subject, 
having a Chancre, can infect another with a Chancre 
and Gonorrhoea -— or wljether a subject, having a 
Gonorrhoea, can infect another with a Chancre and 
Gonorrhoea? Whether these two symptoms be 
produced from virus, the same in its nature, but 
only acting on two different anatomical parts > — or 
whether the virus which produces them be not of a 
different nature, so that Gonorrhoea from one can* 
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not produce Chancre on another; nor can Chancre 
from one, produce Gonorrlia^a on another? 

By those who have doubted they were the same, 
■gonorrhoea! fluid has been apphed to the cuticle and 
cutis, for the purpose of proving whether Chancre 
could be produced by it or not; and chancrous fluid 
has also been applied to mucous pans, for the pur- 
pose of proving whether Gonorrhoea could be so 
produced. When this experiment was made by 
one person it succeeded, and when it was made by 
. another it failed. A third person, and who was 
apprised of the two former experiments, still doubts 
whether the; point in question is clear or not, and 
therefore thinks, that tlie fact, to be completely 
established, wants a stronger confirmation. We 
were not told by them, whether the experiment was 
made on the same subject, or on others. 

All experiments which are made to ascertain 
whether the poison of GonorrhtEa and Chancre be 
the same, are artificial means for ascertaining a fact, 
better to be ascertained by natural events. But it 
should not be forgotten, that a fact may fail of being 
proved, through an error in the experiment. In 
this question the truth could be well ascertained, if 
one experiment succeeded out of an hundred ; for 
if gonorrhoeal fluid could not produce Chancre, nor 
chancrous fluid produce Gonorrhcea, if that were 
true, artificial experiments might be made to eternity 
without prospect of success. But it only remains 
tliat one should succeed, and the fact is proved. A 
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than, for instance^ may deny that a single ball dis- 
chai^ecl from a gun will kill a bird flying, and the 
trial might be repeated by a very bad shot, at least 
a thousand times, without success. Therefore, if 
tbe experinoent which proves that chancrous and 
gOBorffaioeal flaid are both the same in their nature, 
has been once found successful, all contest upon 
this question must be at an end, if you really give 
iiae credit to the person who tried it. 

Bat 19 it not wonderful that those who with so 
much' cufriosity had given us experiments of art to 
asoertam the sameness of the poison, should have 
md nothing about what might be observed upon 
tbe natural progress of the poison? Or do men 
eipect, when they want to be obliged by Nature, 
and have their own wishes gratified, that she will 
yield more information by being tampered with 
through art, than by being left to her own action, 
and to be viewed in her proper light in which she 
presents herself? Have they told us they were in- 
duced to make those experiments, because tl^ere 
was no other means of ascertaining the fact ? And 
is that the case? Is it impossible to examine a 
woman, who from a natural intercourse has infected 
a man, and from that examination to decide, whether 
she infected him from Gonorrhoea or from Chancre ? 
Id there a difficulty in discovering a Chancre, if 
she has one — and if there be no Chancre, must not 
such infection have been from Gonorrhoea ? 
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If women who infccteil men with Chancres, all | 
necessarily possessed Chancres, certainly those Chan- 
cres wouM go on increasing to such a degree, that 
they could not long continue to receive embraces, 
and would be obliged to keep to themselves, at least 
till their Chancres were healed. One might ex- 
pressly declare, without being deep in venerea! 
knowledge, that women so conditioned would be in 
retirement for a little while; for if they continued 
to appear in company, whilst they took mercury 
their breath would betray them, and their inten- 
tions would be defeated. But in Gonorrhtea, the 
case is widely different. Many men who have been 
infected with Chancre, by women who had only 
Gonorrhoea, have been obliged to abandon their 
charges against them, after the women have sub- 
mitted to examination, and their avowed innocence 
has been confirmed, by their never being out of the 
way, nor by the least change of their health : but a 
Chancre, which is important enough to infect, never 
can be concealed, whenever it be looked for. But 
there is a new observation which I have to make, 
and which is, that the effect of infectious secretions 
from one subject, acting upon another, differs essen- 
tially from the infectious secretions of a subject 
taken from one part and applied to another part of 
the same subject. Those who have been making 
the experiments I have alluded to, knew nothing of 
this distinction. 
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The fact, that the fluid of GonorrhoEa and the 
fluid of Chancre are botli the same, I have no doubt 

dfout. 

One reason, and I think, upon the face of it, the 
ftest plausible of all others, why the fluid of Chancre 
nd Gonorrhcea may be said to be not the same, is 
that & man may have a Gonorrhoea without a Chan- 
Be, and a Chancre or Chancres without a Gonor- 
Sicea. And it might be also held that this is in 
icnerBl the case, and also that the one does not 
jiroduce the other upon the same subject, and that 
Hie one is not commonly found, trhen the other is 
pment. It is upon this point, I think, the advo- 
Utes for the opinion, that the fluid of Gonorrhcea 
■nd Chancre are not the same, may make a stronger 
Uand, than at any other. Is it not strange (they 
taay say) that, if both the fluids possess the same 
tiras. Chancres do not inevitably accompany Go- 
liorrhoea, and Gonorrhoea Chancres, on the same 
Wbjectr They might also add, if both infections 
lirere not received sit first, yet if they be of the same 
quality, why does not the continual flowing of Go- 
Borrhoea produce Chancre upon the Glans and Pre- 
|)uce; and why does not chancrous fluid produce 
' Gonorrhoea r 

I have placed this objection in the strongest point 
of view, because I think it my duty to do it; for I 
should be sorry to be thought either positive or 
mean in argument. He who has not the candour 
to listen to the arguments of others, must be confi- 
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dent that he cannot retain enough of his own to 
command their conviction. 

i shall answer this objection under two separate 
lieads : 

First, what i have to say with respect to the local 
action of infection, as it is received from another 
subject; and secondly, that which ofTers to me on 
the local action of infection upon other parts of the 
same subject, after it is received. 

The two first symptoms, which are Gonorrhoea 
and Chancre, are already confessed ; but when they 
both are found on the same subject, and from the 
same contraction, their order of appearing perhaps 
may not be so generally known. When a person 
has contracted both symptoms from the same con- 
nection, Gonorrhcea will be the first to betray the 
infection — the Corona Glandis, Froenum, and the 
internal part of the Prepuce will be the next — a|id 
the cutis, or the external part of the Prepuce, will 
be the last. 1 have known the space of time be- 
tween the appearance of Gonorrhoea and that of 
Chancre on the cutis of the Penis to be three weeks; 
and yet as there was but one connection to produce 
both, I am confident the one did not arise out of the 
other; but the true cause of the distance of periods 
between them was, that it would take but a short 
time for the venereal stimulus to produce a dis- 
charge from the Urethra, ami a longer time for the 
same stimulus to produce a Chancre on the cutis; 
and also, that it would take an intermediatt; time 
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"tetween the former and the latter for the same sti- 
^mulus to produce a Chancre on the glans, internal 
part of the Prepuce, or Froenum. 

When all these symptoms do appear from one 
infection, such is the general order of their appear- 
ance; I say general, because I do not suppose bat 
ihere might be exceptions. It is also very well 
known to those whose practice affords them the op- 
portunity of obtaining that knowledge, that a Go- 
norrhcea is the most general first symptom, when it 
comes on alone ; that Chancres on the Froenum, 
■tad internal part of the Prepuce, are the next most 
in common ; and that Chancres on the external 
part of the Penis, and parts adjacent, are the most 
uncommon. Why this difference is found, it is not 
otviDg to the virus from the woman not coming into 
eoDtact with the one part more than the other, but 
lo the difference in the construction of those various 
to the more susceptibility of the one than 
the other — to the one being more disposed to be 
simulated by the virus than the other — to the one 
;ing capable of being acted upon by the virus when 
le other may not — to the virus being lodged and 
iemaining undisturbed — to the faint power whicli 
le virus might at Uie time possess when the infec- 
on was given — or to the difficulty there is in the 
ibject who is infected, to be infected. 
For if a man be connected with a woman who 
IS a Gonorrhtea, every part of the Penis may be 
pesnined to take up the moisture ; but as the cnti^ 
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. is more difficult to be infected than the cuticle, and 
I the cuticle than the Urethra ; and at the floid lodg- 
. ing on the external part of the Penis is more liable 
' to be wiped away, ao does it happen that that part 
Sa the most esceptionable. The Urethra being at 
pjirt liable to be stimulated by a stimulus which 
would not stimulate the skin, is, of course, liable 
-to be stimulated by a power which in its nature 
may be loo faint to stimulate or act on the Prepuce: 
besides, the natural formation of the Urethra prompts 
it to throw off any thing which is obnoxious to it, 
or at least, it is readily prompted to discoTCr what- 
ever produces an irritation upon it: and tberefore 
also, it might very naturally be inferred, that if 
there be stages of the Gonorrhtea when the power of 
the infecting fluid is weaker, and less active, the 
Urethra, from its nature and construction, will be 
. liable to be acted upon by it, when other parts can- 
not. 

In order that I may be well understood, I shall 
^ explain what I mean by the power of the virus being 
faint at a certain stage of the disease, and how far 
tiiat fuintnesa or defect of power might operate or 
affect a person who is infected from virus so condi- 
tioned. I mean, if a woman possesses a Chancre 
or Gonorrhoea, or both, and the fluid of which, at 
the period when the man cohabits with her, is so 
conditioned, that the discharge is very kindly, that 
the Chancre is healing, that the Gonorrhcea is almost 
gone — I mean that the fluid thus conditioned, when 
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it does infect, is not capable of infecting the cutis, 
when it ie capable of stimulating the Urethra. 1 
mean to point out, by this observation only, the 
probability there is that the virus, ot such a stag^ 
cannot act on any oilier part, lesi irritable than the 
Urethra, or a surface similar to it. This appears to 
me to be a reason why a person may have a Gonor- 
rhoea, without a Chancre; and why a Gonorrhoea 
prevails much more than Chancre does. But I be- 
lieve it often happens, that the undisturbed lodg- 
ment of the virus is the cause of the appearance of 
the first infection on any part. 

Although I have said that a subject may be in- 
fected with a Gonorrhoea, who, through the faint- 
ness of the virus, could not be infected with a Chan- 
cre, yet I do not mean to be understood, that the 
symptoms of a Gonorrhoea, upon the subject so in- 
fected, will be in the least influenced from the 
greater or less d^ree of virulence in the infection 
of the subject who infects: for as the infection is 
proved to have taken eliect, the symptoms will not 
depend upon the condition of the venereal poison, 
as it was in another — they will depend upon the 
nature of the constitution, and upon the degree of 
irritability of the subject who has received the infec- 
tion. And thus is this observation, in its nature, 
correspondent with the more general laws of every 
other infecting poison. This manner of reasoning 
will be found universally true, both as to the local 
action of poisons, *i well as to their eonstitutinna! 
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effect. If I were to inoculate a person with rlie 
Small-Pox, and took the matter from another who 
had only a single pustule, it does not follow, but 
the inoculated subject may sink by the load of the 
disease. In the Jail Distemper, as it is called, the 
prisoner who is able to appear in Court to take his 
trial, may circulate that infection, which has often 

i. proved fatal to those who caught it. 

The last observation which I have to offer is — 

I the difficulty there is in a subject who is in the way 
|jof infection, to be infected — and this is a cause why 
such a subject may be liable to contract a Gonorrhcea, 
when he may not a Chancre. This difficulty of 
receiving the infection may be either natural to the 
constitution, in the first instance, or be produced 
from habit. In the natural constitution, if it be in 
general irritable, parts of it will also partake of that 
general irritability, and will of course be more sus- 
ceptible of the action of virus, than where such irri- 
tability is not predominant ; such a constitution is 
more exposed to infection, or at least, suffers much 
more from it, than one of an opposite description. 
But the common habit of intercourse with women 
liable to give the infection, will so far take off'from the 
irritability of the parts, that in many instances men 
have gone on for years, from one woman to another, 
without the least sign of infection ; whilst a stranger 

"to the town, on his vety first connection with them, 
will immediately feel the virulent effects of the 
embrace. This fact is so indisputable, that when- 
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ever the arguinent is started in conversation, it never I 
fails to be remarked upon ; 1 du not mean by medi* 1 
eal men atone, but by all those who have been in 1 
tlie way of proving the fuct. And last of allj to 1 
prove that the Urethra as well as the whole of the J 
substance of the Penis, is sometimes not in u dispo< | 
srtion to be acted upon by venereal virus, nuttvithT I 
standing the fluid has evidently been lodged thei-cj I 
I shall call to the recollection, that the first sign oC 1 
infection has been often pointed out by a Buba in I 
one or both groins. ■ I 

Having said what I here intended, with respt;cl I 
to the local action of the infection, as it is received 
from another subject, I shall now come to the si- 
cond head, and consider that which offers to me on 
the local action of the infection upon other parts of I 
the same subject, after it is received by him. , 

It has been said, and very truly naid, that if a 
Gonorrhoea and Chancre be found upon the same 
subject, they do not in their progress interfere with 
each other ; that tliey appear to be so very distinci, 
and require such a different treatment, that those 
who at first suspected them to have not originated 
from the same virus, will yet, from these observa- 
tions, have their suspicion more strongly confirmed. 
If a subject has a Gonorrhcea only, 1 am of opinion 
tliat the Gonorrhce.) will not produce a Chancre on 
the external part of the Penis, nor within the Pre- 
puce. I will go farther, I am confident that a 
Chancre is never produced from a Gonorrhcsa ef 
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the same subject ; and I am also ronfident that a 
Chancre on the Penis will not produce a Gonor- 
rhoea on the same subject. This may, in the opi- 
nion of some, be still widening the difference in 
the nature of the two fluids, which, according to 
my theory, ought to be united. I will go farther, 
and say, that I have seen a Chancre destroy almost 
the whole of the glans Penis, without bringing on 
a Gonorrhoea ; and I have seen a Gonorrhoea pro- 
duce a swelling of the Penis — an excoriation and 
dischai^e upon the glans — an abrasion of the whole 
of the surface within-side of the Prepuce, without 
there being the least appearance of a Chancre. 

But the truth of all this does not alter the ques- 
tion, because it is no proof, but the infection which 
produced either or both symptoms might still be 
the same. This certainly is no proof that the two 
stimuli were not excited from the same virus ; but 
it is a proof that the two stimuH, when once excitecl 
upon parts whose secretions naturally will be differ- 
ent, and upon the same subject, will not interfere 
with each other. 

I can put this question in a much more logical, 
and in a much stronger light than I have hitherto 
done — for hitherto it has been only presumed that 
the virus is not the same, because Gonorrhcea will 
not produce Chancre, and Chancre will not prodoce 
Gonorrhoea on the same subject. ] say hitherto it 
has been given only as presumptive proof. But 1 
will give a positive proof that this difference may 
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exist, «$ to tfadr action, and the virus yet be the 
same. For as 1 jfaave observed that Chancre is not 
produoad oiit of Gooorrhcea on the oame subject, w 
do I now observe, that oq the same subject one 
Chancre will not produce another. This is a posi- 
tive proof that the first infection received has pro*- 
duoed a Chancre or Chancres, but thftt this Chancre 
or Chancres will not generate, or, at least, do not 
generatir other Chancres "on parts which come into 
contact with them, for if that were tlie ^ase, the 
whole of the Penis would, time after time, become 
the seat of a succession of Chancres, arising out of ab 
origine ones. But, on the contrary, die original 
Chancre continues on, increasing in its size, and 
growing by degrees worse and worse, until, in all 
probability, vrithout the interposition xyf practical 
art, ' the whole of t^ Penis would be destroyed 
by it 

If the virus from a Chanore could produce Chan* 
cres <m the «ame subject, then Chancres would be 
found wderever the fluid touched and lodged on a 
sound part, and the whole of the glans would be- 
come a ^aliay of Chancres. 

I witl^tate a case for the illustration of my argu- 
ment. A gentleman that I was attending at the 
time of -my writing this, first of all perceived a Chan*- 
ere on ^e Fresnmn, and another about the eighth 
of an inch from the Frmiium. He had discovered 
both aibout three days. On the fourth day, after he 
applied to me, a pimpie was discovered on th^ dor- 
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sum Penis, which was observed for three days, be- 
fore the truth of its nature was ascertaioed. This 
also proved to be a Chancre, and the late appear- 
ance of it after the two former was most assuredly 
owing to its being on the skin, as the two former 
were more early, by being on parts not clothed by 
skin. They were at! three contracted at the same 
time. These three Chancres never produced a 
fourth. The two first could n6t possibly produce 
the third. The third was quite out of the way of 
the fluids of the other two; besides, it was discovered 
too soon after for the olher two to be produced by 
them. 1 cannot take upon me to say whether the 
woman who infected this gentleman did it through 
Gonorrhoea or Chancre; but I will give my reason 
why I think he was infected by Gonorrhcea and not 
by Chancre — because two of the Chancres were 
about the Froenum, and the other at a distance from 
them on the dorsum Penis. One Chancre could 
not have produced this infection from the woman — 
L there must have been more — but the fluid from 
k Gonorrhcea could effect it with facility. 

1 will now rest this argument upon the result of 
^general experience, and which I am confident is the 
only sohd method of reasoning upon this or any 
other question ; for how are we to know what the Ve- 
nereal Disease is, or what any other disease is, but 
from the result of its action. And first, it is evi- 
dent to my senses, from common observation, that 
the virus of Gonoirhoea and Chancre are one and 
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le same: — secondly, that a man may be infected 
th a Goonrrhasa and a Chancre, or with a Gonor- 
rhoea only, or with a Chancre only, by once coha- 
biting with a woman infected with either : — thirdly, 
when I find that Chancres appear all at the same 
time round the gtans Penis, as they often do, I am 
of opinion that the infection which produced them 
was from Gonorrhoea; or whenever they appear on 
the Penis, either all at one time, as they will on 
parts of the same texture, or whenever they appear 
at slated periods on parts different in their texture- 
then I am of opinion they were produced from Go- 
QorrhfEa : — fourthly, I do not believe that gonor- 
thoeal fluid does ever produce Chancre on the same 
subject, nor do 1 believe that Chancre ever produces 
Chancre on the same subject or Gonorrhoea. This 
is, so far, my venereal creed ; and this is confirmed 
by the concurring testimony of natural occurrences, 
as they offer through the first infections of Gonor- 
rhtea and Chancre. 

I have gone no farther with my theory in this 
Chapter than what is barely necessary to explain my 
ensuing Chapter. To make theory and practice 
clear to the understanding, I mean that mine shall 
^o hand in hand. 
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ON GONORHHCEA. 



Venereal infection is always conveyed in some ' 
substantial form — either by gonorrhoeal fluid, or 
chancrous or ulcerous fluid: it is in these forms 
imparted and continued from one subject to another, 
and which is the very support and existence of the 
disease. This fluid applied to any part of the 
body, from onesuhject to another, will act, although 
with more difficulty on skin than on a mucous sur- 
fece. 

Whatever part of one subject comes info cental 
with the infectious fluid of another, that part is ex- 
posed to be infected ; and as from the nature of the 
disease, the Penis in coitu is the part thus exposed, 
so is the Penis in general the first local part infected. 
The infection there shews itself either in the form of 
Gonorrhoea or Chancre. Bm it is of Gonorrhoea 
that I am now about to treat, for I mean to take 
another opportunity of enlarging my opinions upon 
the subject of other modes of infection. 

It is obvious to our constant feelings, that when 
any thing is applied of an irritating property to a 
mucous burface, it increases a discharge of mucus 
beyond the common degree of secretion ; and when 
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the UrethrR is stimulated by venereal infection, the 
discharge of venereal mucus is then called a Gonor- 
rhcea. 

I am not fond of changing the names of things 
after they have been long understood to convey cer- 
tain senses, although they may not critically conv^ 
the true idea of that which they are meant to con- 
vey ; for a word can only convey the name of t 
thing, but never the full meaning or description of 
it ; and therefore if we do but know the thing by a 
name, that is alt which is wanted. I conf^eqaendy 
(hall continue to call the increased discharge of 
mucus from the Urethta/when brought on by vene- 
real infection, a virulent Gonorrhoea, although the 
semen has nothing to do with it, because the dis^ 
ease is already understood by that name^ and not 
so well by any other. 

The application of venereal fluid to the Urethra 
produoea a stimulus on the surface of it, and that 
stimulus must produce a discharge, and so it would 
if it were applied to any other mucous surface of the 
body, tt is a consequence which must follow, and 
the symptom of discharge is in this instance the na- 
tural efieet of the venereal stimulus on the part. 

It 18 not uncommon for men, from their admira- 
tion of novelty, to detect one error and to plunge 
into another *-*- to know what a thing is not, before 
they know what it is •— to be able to convince us 
from certain reasons, that the thing cannot possibly 
be what it* is asserted to be, and yet to be still at a 
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» mucus, limpitl in colour, small in quantity, and 
almost without any smell ; but this fluid, eitlter by 
being coiifinaJ beyond the necessary time, or by in- 
flammation or irritation of the gland or membrane 
which secretes or contains it, or even from general 
:iffeclioo of the habit, will put on a yellow purulent 
colour, where there is neither abscess nor ulcer in 
the part from whence it flows. So many instances 
of this are producible, as to put the matter beyond 
a doubt. The lining of all these parts is constantly 
embued with a mucus, naturally clear, and no more 
^^^^^ in quantity than is necessary to keep the membrane 
^^^^L moist ; but either inflammation or irritation does 
^^^^H immediately so add to its quantity, and so alter it» 
^^^^B colour, that the discharge from these parts has been 
^^^^H talcen for purulent, as if it was produced by ulcera- 

^r As a Surgeon, whose memory is endeared to us, 

H and whose fame will not soon yield to the lapse of 

H timr, says, " These two iluids, pus and mucus, 

H which have been so frequently confounded together, 

^B do real! J' differ so widely from each other in their 

^M nature, constitution, sources, purposes, and efl'ects, 

^P that to distinguish them properly, and to point out 

W the true character of each, seems to be a matter of 

^ much importance. 

^h •* Mucus, considered in a general sense, is the eflcct 

^M of a naturrtl secretion made by glands, membranes, 

^H or other bodies appointed for that purpose ; and ia 

H s.) far from being originally the consequence of dis- 

^^ ■ 
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naturally secreted, and is spread over the surface of 
tfie Urethra, be inci-eased — if the glands, which se- 
crete this mucus, from the same cause be also irri- 
tated — if there be an increased action in the se- 
creting power of the glands — if the mucus, from 
that increased action, be not so perfectly elaborated 
as to assume the appearance of true conditioned mu- 
cus, in a healthful state — but if from that increased 
action it be so elaborated as to assume the true con- 
dition of such mucus as constantly flows from glands 
thus irritated — I shall certainly cull such a discharge- 
increased mucus from irritation. It has as great a 
claim to, and it might with as much propriety retain 
the appellation of mucus, in this state, as saliva is 
still called saliva, when the effects of mercury has sti- 
mulated the glands of the mouth, and thereby in- 
creased the quantity, and changed the taste, smell, 
and appearance of that fluid. 

If the discharge from a virulent Gonorrhoea be not 
increased mucus, because its colour, smell, and ever}' 
other appearance vary from mucus which is secreted 
nithout irritation, it does not follow, that it should 
be said to be pus ; for this would be admitting that 
because a thing is so changed, and cannot be be- 
lieved to be the same thing that it was, it must now 
become a thing which it cannot be. 

The whole of the membrane which covers the 
fauces, larynx, and internal parts of the nose, the 
antra of the jaws, the sinuses of the sphenoid and 
ethmoid bones, and the sacculus lachrvmalis, yii'ld 
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ture of the parts ; and when such breach 13 healed, 
the discharge necessarily ceases. 

" On the contrary, mucus may, by irritation, relax- 
ation, or defluxion, on its secreting or containing 
parts or organs, be increased to a quantity far be- 
yond H'hat is necessary or useful, and produce 
tliereby a disease in parts where there is not the least 
degree of solution of continuity, as in the cases of 
tenesmus, stone in the bladder, Fluor Albus, and 
simple gleets from the Urethra ; as also in that kind 
of defluxion on the nose and fauces, producing a ca- 
tarrh, and in the intermediate effect of all sternuta- 
tories. 

" Other differences between the nature and pro^ 
perties of the two fluids might be mentioned ; but 
if these already cited are just, they will be sufficient 
to evince the impropriety of confounding them toge- 
ther, either with regard to theory or practice. 

" Inflammation and iritation of the membranous 
linings of the Urethra and Vagina, will fully account 
for all the appearances in this disease, in which there 
U neither matter, nor ulcer, nor abscess: whoever 
will attend to the discharge made from a purulent ' 
ulcer, will find it widely diflerent from that which 
issues from either of the above parts in the Gonor- 



" In cases of strictures in the Urethra, the discharge 
occasioned by bougie, properly and judiciously used, 
is a discoloured mucus, and not matter, though it 
h generally so called : it is from the discharge of 
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is mucus, and the d'llatition of the passage, that 
e relief is obtained, not from any destruction or 
division of the parts : the bougie which produces 
true matter, does much more harm than good, and 
makes a sore where there was none, and where 
there ought to be none. How often do catarrhous 
deiluxions on the trachea and larynx wear, towards 
the ciose of them, a deep purulent colour, so as to 
deceive the unknowing into an opinion that it is 
matter upon the lungs? But no judge of these 
things ever had recourse to abscesses or ulcers, for a 
L solution of such apjiearance. The argument drawn 
^nom the quantity of these discbarges is as erroneous 
^rpB that taken from its colour; as an inflammatory 
I defluxion on the part does generally occasion the 
latter, so mere irritation will produce the former, 
which does also generally cease when the irritating 
cause is removed or appeased. How immediately is 
a most troublesome tenesmus cured by a clyster of 
starch and opium r What large fetid discharges are 
made from behind the prepuce of many persons, not 
only free from all venereal tint, but without any ul- 
ceration of the parts, by a kind of exudation? To 
what length of time will they not continue, if neg- 
lected ; and how immediately do they cease by the 
use of a spirituous or vitriolic wash ? How often is 
the Fluor Albus, even in some of its worst circum- 
stances, moderated, not to say cured, merely by 
washing away the acrid mucus, which, lodging in 
the rugse of the Vagina, continually irritated the 
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parts to a fresh discharge, and perpetuated the dis- 
ease? What quantity of slime is there in the urine 
of those who have a stone in the bladder? And 
how totally does it cease, upon that stone being 
discharged or taken away ? Whereas, neither cleans- 
ing of parts, nor removal of irritating bodies, does 
or ever can procure an immediate cessation of a dis- 
charge of true matter, which being occasioned by a 
solution of continuity, an erosion or division of the 
parts whence it proceeds, must decrease gradually, 
and at last can only cease by such part becoming 
whole again. 

" In short, the two fluids are so absolutely dif- 
ferent and distinct, that the blending them together, 
in our ideas of disease proceeding from, or producing 
eitherof them, cannot be too industriously avoided*." 

The difference betwixt pus and mucus, in my 
opinion, can never be reconciled ; and I am at a loss 
to conceive how, besides this Authorf, others have 
fallen into so outrageous a conceit — a conceit that 
militates against all common sense, and common 
observation. It must have originated from the 
lowest order of reasoning, from the mere similarity 
of colour of the two fluids : and upon the same pre- 
tence, as well might milk of roses, as it is called by 
thePerfumers, be applied tothepurposesof cow's milk, 
because the eye may be deceived in the distinction. 

* Po«, on Fistula LRchryinalis, vol, I. 
t John Hunter. 
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Although SO much has been said upon the subject, 
m^^ly as an answer to what has been advanced on 
the other side of the question, yet the true distinc- 
tion, and all that ought to be regarded in order to 
point out the difference betwixt pus and mucus, 
lies in a very small compass indeed, which is, that 
increased discharge of mucus can only be found to 
flow from the surface of mucous membranes and the 
glands thereof, without any solution of continuity, 
but barely as an increased secretion ; whereas pus 
will be found on parts all over the body, where there 
is a destruction or solution of parts^ This is the 
exact state of the case. 



SYMPTOMS OF GONORRH(EA DEFINED. 

A virulent. Gonorrhoea, therefore, I define to be 
an increased infectious discharge of mucus, from the 
membrane which lines the Urethra in man, and 
Vagina inwpman, and from the glands thereof. 
This dischai^ is occasioned by the stimulus of the 
venereal virus communicated to these parts, gene- 
rally at the act of coition. When this discharge is 
percdved from the Urethra, it commonly appears 
within three or four, to twelve days, and sometimes 
longer, after the infection was received. 

First of all, there is an unusual aching heavy 
pain about these parts, attended by a rotation of the 
testicles ; afterwards a fluid distils, by little and 

F 2 
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Itttle> from the orifice of the Penis, and appears in 
very small spots on the linen ; or if the Penis be 

' 'pressed by the finger and thumb, this fluid will 
'be forced out, and the Urethra will feel painful 
and sore about the glans. As this fluid comes 
awny, it occasions a titillation in the part; which 

I ■sensation is likewise felt in making water in an in- 
crease<l degree, until at length it arises to a sensible 
heat, and a sharp cutting pain. This heat and pain 
■of making water is at first also felt near the orifice 

. of the Penis ; and the lips of the orifice appear 
"toirgid, red, and open, and are exquisitely tender to 
the touch. The glans Penis also becomes hard, 
swelled, and glassy, and puts on a redder hue. 

As the irritation spreads on the membrane, these 
symptoms are followed by others. The discharge 
increases, the sensation of paiu is more acute, erec- 
tions are involuntarily excited, or rather excited 

. from a stimulus in which the mind has no concern, 
Bnd are more frequent and lasting than what are 
termed natural erections. They are also attended 
with much uneasiness oftentimes, and the distended 
Penis feels at that time as if it were squeezed on 
both aides by some strong power. This symptom is 
most intolerable in the night time, when the patient 
begins to be hot in bed: it often awakes him from 
his sleep, and lie is obliged to rise from his bed to 
alay it. 

About this time also a Chordae is felt, which be- 
gins by a spasmodic action un the Frcennm, during 
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erection; the pain of which is extended all along 
the Urethra, as if the Froenum was upon a constant 
stretch ; and sometimes in consequence of this 
strong action the substance of it gives way, and a 
considerable hemorrhage follows, which, for a time 
mitigates the symptoms* The discharge, at this 
period of the disease, generally increases; and espe- 
cially after straining to make water, and just at the 
close of making water, the pain becomes more sharj) 
and pungent. The discharge recedes daily from 
the natural appearance of mucus, changes both as 
to colour and consistence, and puts on the exact 
appearance of a discharge from the nose, in a cold. 

When the disease is arrived at its most aggravated 
stage, all those symptoms become yet more acute ; 
the heat of urine is so extremely intense, that the 
patient dreads the evacuating of it, when at the 
same time he is constantly soliciting to evacuate it, 
by a teazing uneasy sensation about the neck of the 
bladder. There is al^, at this time, a constant 
heat and fulness all along the Urethra, and of the 
glans. The patient cannot sit down easy in his 
chair ; pain is felt aboUt the anus, and the preter- 
natural action of the acceleratores urinae make them 
tender when they are pressed upon ; and the glands 
in the Urethra are swelled, and are often to be 
easily felt* The urine comes away in a small stream 
during the inflammatory height of the disease, 
owing to the general inflamed state of the Urethra ; 
and when the swellings of the glands intrudes upon 

F3 
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the Urethra, the stream of urine will be scattered, 
and sometimes forked, owing to the irregularity of 
the surface of the duct through which it passes, and 
to the irregular action of the muscles in the expul- 
sion of it. When the disease is arrived to this 
height, the most favourable of all appearances is a 
profuse quantity of dischai^e : for if the dischai^e 
■was at this time to cease, other and worse symp- 
toms, which will be hereafter described more at 
large, such as stranguary, inflammation of the pros- 
tate, of the vesicuiffi seminales, and of all the deep 
seated parts about the neck of the bladder, would 
follow ; and that they sometimes do, it is known 
from experience; and it is also known, that a kindly 
return of the discharge, is the most certain sign of 
their favourable and early abatement. 

I have stated, in as concise a manner as 1 could, 
the gradual effects of an inflammation brought on 
from a venereal stimulus upon a mucous membrane, 
from its commencement at <he orifice of the Urethra 
to the remotest part of it ; and it appears that the 
discharge from the Urethra during the first inflam- 
matory stage of the disease is expressive of the 
various degrees of inflammation, as well as of the 
extension of the inflammation along the surface of 
the Urethra. And as it is the case in other inflam- 
mations on other mucous membranes, so it is in 
this instance, that sometimes the inflammation pro- 
ceeds to such an increased degree, that the surface 
of the Urethra and the glands within it, are ren- 
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dered incapable of yielding any secretion, and that 
during this stage of the disease, all discharge ia of 
course checked. This is also the case iu a severe 
cold ; and the safety of the patient, and his speedy 
restoration to health, is prognosticated by a return 
of discharge from the nose, and by a plentiful spit- 
ti ng, when the trachea and lungs have been oppressed. 
This is, in my opinion, the true path for pursuing 
the theory of inflammation on mucous parts; and 
by this mode of reasoning we readily are enabled to 
assign a cause why a discharge from the Urethra is 
alt at once discontinued, when at the same time the 
inflammatory symptoms are higher than ever. 

I shall often allude to the theory of a late Writer 
on the Venereal Disease, without, I trust, being in 
the amailest degree personal ; for at any rate I would 
not be suspected of personality. My former publi- 
cations were not only designed to inquire into his 
theory, but also into the motives which induced 
him to adopt some parts of that theory. But now 
I beg to be considered as an individual travelling on 
through the several stages of this disease, with the 
most anxious and heart-felt desire of acquiring honest 
fame from what I explore — to be considered as a 
bigot to no theory whatever — not so positive as to 
have the bias of my mind fixed necessarily to any 
Other theory but that which 1 sincerely think the 
true one — not so positive as to adopt any innovation, 
but such a one as reason will support me in — and as 
deviating, with delicacy, from former opinions. 
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jwhen the research will justify me in it, because I 

idoubt their truth. 

' A late Writer has said, that the specific distance 

, of the disease, or specific extent of it, is not farther 

than an inch or an inch and a half within the orifice 

of the Penis : for he says, " as the Gonorrhcea is 

«ommonly an infiammation, it is accompanied with 

I pain, and the formation of matter ; in such a state, 

neither the sensations of the patient, nor the actions 

I of the parts themselves, are confined to the real seat 

[ of the disease," And then he goes on in shewing 

-what other symptoms follow those original specific 

symptoms, and states them thus : " In consequence 

of the neighbouring parts sympathising, a variety of 

Bymptoms are produced, many of which do not 

exceed what may arise from an irritable state; an 

uneasiness, partaking of soreness and pain, and a 

kind of weariness is every where felt about the 

pelvis: the scrotum, testicles, perinseum, anus, and 

hips, become disagreeably sensible to the patient; 

and the testicles often require being suspended; and 

so irritable are they, indeed, in such cases, that the 

least accident, or even exercise, which would have 

no such effect at another time, will make them 

swell. The glands of the groin are often aflected 

sympathetically, and will even swell a little, but do 

not come to suppuration ; when they infiame from 

absorption of matter, they in general suppurate. I 

have seen cases where the irritation has extended so 

far as to affect with real pain the thighs, the but- 
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toclcs, and the abdominal muscles, so that the 
patient has been obliged to lie quiet, in an horizon- 
tal position ; the pain has at times been so consi- 
derable as to make him cry out, and the parts have 
been sore to the touch ; they have even swelled, 

I but the swelling has not been of the in6aminatory 
Jiiod, for though there was a visible fulness, yet the 
parts were rather soft." 

It would be needless to quote farther, in order to 
(Bxemplify what I wish to remark in my answer to 
^18, for I have quoted sufficient for that purpose 
il ready. 

1 agree with this Author, that many of the symp- 
toms, which I have stated from his publication, are 
not specific symptoms of the disease, but are the 
consequences of high inflammation of the specific 
parts upon which the venereal virus is acting. In- 
flammation or pain carried to a certain point cannot 
Eul of ailecting other parts of the same body besides 
that which is the principal in suffering. This must 
be readily admitted, and this is not a new observa- 
tion, nor is it a new belief. But 1 am at a loss to 
know what has induced this Author to suppose that 
the venereal virus, which produces Gonorrheea, only 
specifically acts an inch or an inch and a half up 
die Urethra ? What is there in that part of the 
same mucous membrane which is continued through 
the whole of the urethral canal, so particular as to 
stop the progress of the true specific venereal action ? 
If the real action of the virus has proceeded an inch 
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and a half, why should it not proceed farther, when 
it is to continue acting upon the same anatomical 
membrane ? If it can go an inch and a half, it 
surely proves that it has the power of going on. 

But what are our feelings upon this question, and 
what are the feelings of our patients? If some of 
us do believe that the virus can extend an inch, or 
an inch and a half only, will others be persuaded 
that what they feel beyond that mark, is only the 
effect of what is in reality acting up to that mark ? 
Does not the infiammation throughout the Urethra 
appear to be the same ? Is not the progress of io- 
flammation through the Urethra regularly conti- 
nued? Is not the discharge excited as well beyond 
as up to this mark ? Is there any anatomical change 
in the membranes which commences there ? What 
can be the inducement for such a new doctrine? It 
is very true, that when the disease is mild, and 
when the inflammatory symptoms are but of little 
moment, the inflammation may be confined to the 
part nearest to the orifice of the Urethra ; but this 
must be only said to be the milder and incipient 
condition of the disease — and thus it will be with a 
slight cold on another mucous membrane; but it is 
as true, that the severity of a cold consists in the 
more genera! infiammation of that membrane, and 
that the severity of a Gonorrhoea also consists in a 
more general inflammation of the membrane of the 
Urethra. 
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Had this Author considered (for that is the pre- 
•ent object of consideration) how it happens that 
any discharge was produced by a local application 
of venereal virus, a few days before — -I say, had this 
Author considered that no such symptom as a dis- 
charge could possibly have been produced in such 
quantity and of such a natui'e, if the same venereal 
firus which excited it there, liad been lodged and 
to stimulate any other part of the body but that 
which was mucous membrane, he then would have 
been convinced, that the stimulus wliich had excited 
inflammation in a mucous membrane, and had in- 
creased the secretion of it, might proceed the length 
of that membrane: but beyon<l the length of the 
mucous membrane, in all probability, some of the 
itjnnptoms which I have enumerated in my quota- 
tion, might be, and are the effects of the specific 
'tDflammation on the mucous membrane ; for I am 
Ttain they never accompany a Gonorrhoea, when 
the inflammation does not extend more than an 
■inch, or an inch and a half up the Urethra, but 

ly when the inflammation throughout the Urethra 
iis very high and alarming. 
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The Urethra is undoubtedly liable to inflamma- 
tions, independent of those brought on from vene- 
real virus; but these inflammations are not attended 
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with such high symptoms as those which are pro- 
duced from a virulent Gonorrhcea. One of the 
most troublesome of all is that which is called a 
Chordae, which takes its name from the Penis being 
curved downwards, and the glans drawn down as it 
were by a chord. This symptom is most generally 
felt when the inflammation runs high, and is much 
more troublesome to the patient in his first Gonorr- 
hcea than in any contracted afterwards. This symp- 
tom is chiefly experienced in bed, and when the 
Penis is in a state of erection. It is a circumstance 
of no little mortification, that the Penis should have 
the strongest propensity to erection at the time when 
only it were wished that such a power would fail — 
for the rest is disturbed, the symptoms are aggra- 
vated, and the disease generally protracted to some 
length, whenever a Chordae becomes one of the 
symptoms of a Gonorrhoea. 

The Chordee is certainly produced from an in- 
flammation of the substance of the Urethra, from 
the inflammation having [wnetrated beyond the sur- 
face, and afftjcted the corjMis spongiosum Urethrje. 
The corpus spongiosum Urethrse being inflamed, 
becomes painful and tumid, the circulation is im- 
peded in it, and the power of extension restricted. 
The corpus spongiosum Urethrie, in a state of health, 
confirms and corresponds in action with the corpora 
cavernosa Penis, When the corpora cavernosa Penis 
are in a state of flaccidity, so is the corpus spongio- 
sum; and when the blood is thrown into the corpora 



BsTemosa, so aa to increase tlieir bulk, and cause 
Hjereby an erection of the Penis, (he corpus spon- 
^oaum also receives its share of sanguineous aid, 
nd completes the intention. This is often the effect 
f the will, often the consequence of venereal reflec- 
ioTi, sometimes an act from the heat of the bed, 
mm an inflammation of the part, and from a sti- 
mlus on other parts which correspond with the 
It is a venereal stimulus from a mental idea 
^bich produces the erection in a state of health — 
nd itisan inflammatory stimulus of the parts which 
iroduces the erection in a state of disease. 
In this instance of Chords, the corpus spongio- 
in Urethrae is so highly inflamed, that it cannot 
r distension, and it is the act of disteniiion which 
produces the pain that is felt; for the corpora caver- 
losa, not at the same lime inflamed, are cajwble 
f their usual distension ; but when the blood is 
lowing into the reticular substance of the corpus 
spongiosum, the vessels of it are found to be in- 
flamed, tnmid, and too much loaded ; the effort, 
therefore, cannot be. even attempted, without pro- 
ducing great pain, and without sometimes lacerating 
»the reticular substance, from which a considerable 
hemorrhage ensues, and which is, in general, found 
lo be a relief. It is when thif corpora cavernosa are 
Iwelled with blood, that the compression of them 
bpon the corpus spongiosum produces a feeling as 
if the Penis was strongly squeezed between the finger 
and thumb. This is my Theory of Chorilec. 
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The ardor urinae, or heat of urine, is a sensation 
produced, not from the urine being more hot at that 
time than at any other, but from the change of con- 
dition in the canal through which the urine passes. 
This sensation is brought on from a change in the 
condition of the mucus, owing to the action of the 
venereal stimulus on the membrane. It is not only 

, felt all along the Uretlira, but more especially at the 
sphincter vesicte. It is there so exquisitely sensible, 
that a constant di-ead of making water is always up- 
permost; and then it is that drops of blood are seen to' 
follow the urine, and that they are also seen mixed 
with the discharge upon the linen. Besides the pain 
and bleeding attendant upon this state, the sphincter 
vesicae is so swollen, that it cannot, when the effort 
is made for closing it after urining, fall completely 
into those regular folds which it does in a state of 
health; and from this cause some drops of water are 
found to issue for some time after the intended ac- 
tion of urining ceases, and some drops also precede 
that intended action, from the difficulty being as 
great inits dilating as it is in vjs contracting. It is 
owing to the sphincter not being completely closed, 
that a little of the urine constantly finds its way out 
of the bladder, and keeps up a successive solicitation 
to be discharged. 

I have before remarked, that the worst stage of a 

- Gonorrhcea consists in the inflammation of the 
membrane of the Urethia, of the glands within it, 
and of the neck of the bladder being so very power- 
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fill as to produce a cessation of the discharge. Wheo 
the secretions are, from this cause, at an end, there 
ff in general, in addition to great heat along the 
inembrane — to the tumid appearance of the visible 
sart of the Penis — to the constant propensity qf 
Halting water — a dull continual uneasy sensation,' 
lieated near to, and affecting the anus, which 1 sus- 
"bect to be inflammation of the prostrate gland. The 
patient at this time cannot bear to sit down, nor 
icarcely turn in his bed; and when lie moves, he 
i^alks with his legs straddled. Tliroughout the 
iwhole symptoms of the Venereal Disease, I do not 
^now a more critical situation than tlie patient is in, 
4bu8 circumstanced ; for whatever lasting injury is 
\ione to those parts, either to the neck of the bladder, 
or to the prostrate gland, it is often entailing con- 
tinual disease, which baffles our power totally to 
.remove for ever after. 

There is another symptom attendant upon a sup- 
pression of the discharge, and which is also a syrap- 
,tom during the inflammatory condition of the parts, 
when the discharge continues, namely a swelling of 
the inguinal glands. The swelling of the inguinal 
, glands has been said by some, to be symptomatic, by 
others sympathetic (a term now become very familiar 
to the ear in Surgery, more so than it ever will or can 
to the understanding), and by others, to be the effect 
of absorption of the venereal virus. It is observed, 
when the glands become tender and swell, during a 
continuance of tiie discharge, that they generally 



(Bd 



GONORRHCEA. 



abate of both, as tlie inflammatory symptoms in the I 
Urethra decline, and as the discharge assumes a 
more kindly condition — I say this is the case, in 
general: and also, wlien these glands are found to 
■•tecoine tender and swell, whilst there is a total 

■ suppression of the first discharge from the Urethra, 
they have, upon a return of the second discharge, and 
as it becomes more kindly in condition, been found, 
in general, to abate of both these symptoms. Bat 
in both these instances, exceptions do happen to the 
contrary. Theglands will sometimes come toabscess, 
even whilst the discharge from the Urethra con- 
tinues; and they will oflener come to abscess wlien 
the discharge does not return any more. Those 
who with me suspect that Buboes thus forming, and 
thus coming to abscess, are venereal, will doubtless 

' treat them after a serious manner, and consider them 
as the seat of infection, advanced at least a stage 
beyond the original point where the first local in- 

■ fection took its date, and treat them accordingly. 

• Whilst those who consider them as a symptom 
which is the effect of corresfwnding affection or irri- 
tation, or sympathy, will follow up their theoretic 
opinions in practice, and treat them as common 
simple glandular abscesses, as innocent tumors, 
neither requiring mercury, because they are not vene- 
real, nor any other species of alterative, because they 

• were not produced from Scrophula, Scurvy, or any 
other obstinate, indurating, chronic cause, but merely 
from the effect of sympathy in parts. 
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ON PHYMOSIS AND PARAPHYMOSIS. 

There are two other symptoms arising from Go- 
norriioea^ which a late Author* has said nothing 
about. A Phymosis and Paraphymosis^ which are 
excited from a Chancre on the Prepuce^ and where 
a Chancre was the first cause, he has treated with 
the usual perspicuity that he has treated every other 
subject, but not that Phymosis and Paraphymosis 
which arise from Gonorrhoea. Where a Phymosis 
antes from Gonorrhoea, it begins without any appa- 
rent provoking first cause but Gonorrhoea; no Chan- 
cre is ever to he seen, but in all other respects the 
symptoms of it are equally aggravated as when a 
Chancre was the first cause. 

A Phymosis is in part a soft cedematous intu- 
mescence of the duplicature of the Prepuce, which 
is supplied by exudation of lymph on the part, 
and lodged there in too redundant a proportion. In 
consequence of this intumescence, the Prepuce is so 
thickened that it cannot be slipped back, hangs in 
a considerable portion before the glans Penis, and 
prevents it from being denudated or seen. 

A Paraphymosis is in consequence of the like in- 
tumescence, and from the same cause. It occurs 
where the Prepuce is naturally very short, and where 
it has been slipped back whilst the Prepuce was com- 

* John Hunter. 
G 
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meiicing to swell, and before the swelling had in- 
creased to any great degree. The swelUiig still con- 
tinuing to increase the difficulty, a return of the 
Prepuce over the glans is found afterwards to be ini- 
jiracticable. If the Prepuce be suffered to remain in 
this state, it will produce so much stricture on the 

I substance of the Penis, as to cause it to slough en- 
tirely away. 

Thus a Pfiymosis and Paraphymosis are the same 

■ complaint, in different positions. I said that the 
tumid feeling of the Phymosis was partly cedematous 
only, for there are parts of it which feel much harder 
than others, which I conceive to be the swelling of 
lymphatic glands; and it oftener arises from Phy- 
mosis or Paraphymosis, than from any other cause, 
that we trace hard and knotty chords along the 
dorsum Penis. These will remain for some time 
after the Phymosis has subsided, and will sometimes 
terminate in small abcesses. These hard chords 
are lymphatic glands, either irritated from corre- 
sponding infiainmation, orfrom the infectious lymph 
passing through them. These hard chords are not 
confined to Phymosis or Paraphymosis only, but 
are also, in consequence of exudation of lymph 
around the glans Penis, and Chancre. 

A young gentleman, about two years ago, applied 
to me, for Gonorrlicea : the symptoms of it were of 
the moderate degree; the prepuce of his Penis was 
long. It was in the Summer time, and he went, 

about a fortnight after his first application to me. 
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>]pon the water, when he was caught in a shower of 
rain, and the next day he found himself feverish, 
and chilly: at that period his discharge disappeared, 
and his prepuce began to swell. It continued to 
swell as much or more than in any Phymosis I had 
ever seen. I could feel, amidst the oedematous 
swelling, on two or three points, hard tumours. 
But although he was confined to his house for nearly 
a fortnight, and although he had a second return of 
the Phymosis from indiscretion, yet there was no 
appearance of an ulcer from the beginning to the 
end of his cure. In this case there were three large 
hard chords along the dorsum Penis, two of them 
had at first made up one tumour; but as the tumour 
subsided, the two knotty glamiular substances could 
be with ease distinguished. 

The cause of this Phymosis was as wide from that 
brought on through Chancre, as it is possible for 
two causes to be. This was positively an inflam- 
mation, extended to this part, in common with that 
inflammation in the Urethra, which gave cause, for 
a time, to the total suppression of discharge from 
the membrane within the Urethra. 



SWELLING OF THE TESTICLE. 

During the progress of a Gonorrhoea, a swelling 

of the testicle sometimes comes on as a symptom, 

which in itself is of a very troublesome nature. It 

1! scarcely ever attended with the loss of the testicle, 

G2 
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nor does it often leave behind it any hardness which 
does not subside, or which prevents a restoration of 
those functions it Is the property of the testicle to 
perform. That Gonorrhoea is the cause of the swell- 
ing of the testicle, is a self-evident fact ; but how 
^ the effect is brought about, is a question still agitated, 
I and perhaps, as every reason which has been hitherto 
I assigned fails in the explanation of satisfying doubt, 
[ it might be suspected that the true reason is not as- 
I yet satisfactorily laid down, in accounting for this 
I important event. 

I stiall first of all endeavour to describe at what 
>< period of time, and in what condition of a Gonorr- 
hoea, a swelling of the testicle generally comes on. 
It may be remarked, that 1 constantly cover every 
assertion which I advance, by saying that it gene- 
rally happens, or that it is a general symptom. I 
certainly do so, and I justify myself in it, because 
from things as they generally occur, we are to form 
our conclusions, if we mean to come at the truth. 
Nothing leads men more into error, and especially 
and constantly iuto medical error, than drawing 
conclusions for a general scale of reasoning out of 
rare cases, and rare circumstances accompanying 
rare cases. It now becomes the fashion, and I will 
venture to aay, that the only road to error is to lose 
sight of common occurrences, and to draw conclu- 
sions from uncommon cases. 

A swelling of the testicle generally comes on at 
the latter stage of a Gononhoea, after the inflam- 
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mation has marked its progress through the surface 
of the whole of the Urethra: it generally also comes 
on at a time when tlie patient thinks himself getting 
well apace, when inJlamination has subsided, where 
it had been most felt, and when the discharge has 
lessened also. This pbsenonienon in the animal 
ceconomy has excited varions ojiinions for deve- 
loping the cause which produces it; and yet I do 
not know if that the true cause of the attack of the 
testicle, in this instance, were exactly dcRned, whe- 
ther it could be ])revented oftener from coming on, 
or whether il could be cured by a more simple and 
compendious maniter, than it now is, when pro- 
perly treated. 

At the period xvhen pain is 6rst felt in the testicle, 
and when the epidydimis begins to swell, the dis- 
charge from the Urethra generally ceases. If it 
cease wholly, the inflammation in the testicle goes 
on; hut if at that period when the testicle feels 
tender to the touch, the discharge has but partially 
ceased, there then is a probability, by the omission 
of injections, if they were in use, by suspending 
the testicle, by horizontal [wsition, by opening the 
pores, and by moderating the diet, that the discharge 
may return, and the tenderness of the testicle abate. 
But when the contrary is the case, the progress of 
inflammation is as follows; A pain is felt in the 
epidydimis, which is exquisitely sensible to the 
touch ; it is swelled and hard ; the body of the tes- 
ticle does not for a few days appear in some to be 
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affected, in others it does immediately after the epi- 
dydimis : but the most exquisite sensations of pain 
are felt when the testicle itself swells, and this pain 
I am certain is owing not so much to the swelling 
of the substance of the testicle, as it is to the dis- 
tention of the coat of the testicle. The scrotum 
sometimes will also partake of the inflammation, 
and appear red and thickened. 

After the testicle has experienced the effects of 
swelhng and inflammation, the spermatic chord 
swells, and is also exquisitely sensible of pain, the 
pain is traced all along the direction of it, and the 
loins and kidneys become in their turn also sensibly 
affected. The pain in the back often excites the 
necessity of shifting positions in vain for ease, a 
general symptomatic fever prevails, the pulse is 
quickened, and sometimes the patient will be deli- 
rious ; in short, the symptoms in some irritable 
habits do become so very alarming, that if we were 
not able to assign a cause for them, the fever would 
assume every appearance, and be judged to be of a 
dangerous nature. But as it is the case, in all fevers 
excited from an irritation on a specific part of the 
body, the pulse, although extremely quick (for I 
have felt it beat one hundred and twenty strokes in 
a minute), will be irregularly so. 

The most disagreeable symptom of all in a swelled 
testicle is a sickness of the stomach, with vomiting. 
This action of vomiting, when the fever runs high, 
becomes additionally aggravating by the pain in the 
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Joins^ and by the increased pain of the testicle. It 
veiy rarely happens that the testicle comes to aboess^ 
but it sometimes does, scarcely ever, 1 believe, but 
from neglect or wrong treatment* If any thing in-^ 
dependent of constitutional disposition can bring on 
a swelled testicle, I think riding on horseback, ei^ 
cessive walking, stimulating purges, sharp injections 
thrown up in the height of inflammation, and ob- 
struction of the natural perspiration will eflfect it. 
But nocturnal emissions, or any act which produces 
seminal discharge, during the inflammatory stage oS 
a^ Gonorrhcea, will, above all other contributory 
causes, tend to bring forward a swelling of the tes^ 
tide. 

Here we see a certain train of inflammatory and 
consequent symptoms following each other, from 
the first irritation, which is in the testicle, to a more 
general irritation of the whole of the body, oorre* 
sponding with, and existing so long as the pain and 
inflammation of the swelled testicle continue, and 
no longer — and this is the true idea that I have of a 
symptomatic or corresponding irritation or affection. 
But we do not ever find that this inflammation ex- 
ists, and is continued in the Urethra at the same 
time that the testicle swells ; but, on the contrary, 
the inflammation, pain, and discharge in the Urethra 
all cease, and the Urethra appears to be free of every 
degree of irritation at the very time when the swelled 
testicle is at its highest and most exasperated state 
of pain. And moreover than this, when theixi^mr 
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mation of the testicle abates, and the swelling sub- 
sides, when the spermatic chord is no longer affected, 
when the pain of the loins is no longer felt, when 
the pulse is calm and the stomach at ease, although 
the swelling of the testicle be not gone down, it is 
then we find that the discharge from the Urethra 
returns, attended sometimes with as many symptoms 
ef inflammation, as were attendant upon the dis- 
charge before the testicle had commenced to swell. 
If this description be the true and general description 
of the condition of those parts, whenever the testicle 
does swell, I cannot think such effects are to be at- 
tributed to sympathetic affection, or to what is 
termed sympathy; for the fact seems to be so oppo- 
lite to such a doctrine, that it may rather be termed 
antipathy than 8yni[}athy. When I consider the 
state of the Urethra, with the state of the testicle, 
when the testicle first inflames ; or, when I consider 
the state of the testicle, when the Urethra inflames 
a second time, after the discharge again returns, so 
little does the condition of the one correspond with 
the condition of the other, that they never appear 
to suffer together, but to suffer alternately. The 
one part seems to be eased by the pain of the other: 
when the Urethra is in pain, the testicle is at ease; 
when the testicle is in pain, the Urethra is at ease. 
They are the Castor and Pollux of each other. I 
say this is not the general effect of corres[X)nding ■ 
irritation, nor of sympathy. This is not similar to 
the effects of swelled testicle on the parts which I 
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have lately enumerated, nor similar to the effects 
on the spermatic chord, on the loins, on the sto- 
mach, or on the pulse. These were not the most 
affected when the testicle was the least, but were 
most affected when the testicle was so, and particu- 
larly atid only at that very point of time. 

This is my idea of corresponding irritation, and 
tliis must be the only true idea of sympathetic affec- 
tion^ whenever those who chuse to adopt that term 
in reasoning upon this subject, or any other similar 
to it, can adopt it with truth. I therefore give it 
ad' iny opinion, for the above reasons, that when the 
testicle swells from a Gonorrhoea, it is not owing to 
^niipathy with the Urethra, If it were owing to 
sympathy in parts, whenever it came on, it would 
be always when the Urethra was most inflamed, 
when the scalding of the urine was most acute, when 
tbeChordife and erections were most troublesome; 
and the swelling of the testicle would abate, as these 
symptoms abated : — ^ but unfortunately for the Au- 
thor*s opinion, in this instance, who first avowed 
this doctrine, the testicle never scarcely is known 
to swell whilst the Urethra is found in this condition. 

The English Authors highest in fame, for purity 
of diction, as Locke, South, and Johnson, are known 
to define sympathy --^ to be an afiection of one per- 
son for the condition of another. Now if in addi- 
tion to this power of sympathy, we apply the term 
to the affection of one part for the condition of ano- 
ther part im the same person^ and vainly annex to 
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sympathy, in this instance, not a mental idea, but 
a real corporeal action, that part which sympathises, 
must necessarily be suffering for the condition of 
the other, at the time it suffers. For it cannot be 
said to be sympathy, when this reciprocity ceases, 
provided tlie mutual suffering even began in sym- 
pathy. I can only say thus much with truth, that 
the pain of the testicle most effectually goes off, that 
the swelling of the testicle most rapidly declines^ I 
when the second return of the discharge from the 
Urethra is the most profuse. It is not material to 
the progress of the reduction of the testicle, whether 
there be a scalding of the urine, or any other in- 
Bammatory symptom attendant upon the second 
return of the discharge ; but it is solely dependant 
upon the plenteous return of discharge, either with 
or without (indifferently which) inflammatory symp- 
toms, that the success of the reduction of the testicle 
depends; for when the discharge ceases before the 
swelled testicle has subsided, the remaining swelling 
is generally a long time before it goes down, and 
sometimes it never does. We ought to attend to 
this circumstance, and to do nothing to stop a dis- 
charge, whilst a swelled testicle is subsiding. And 
it is in such instances that ingenious men, knowing 
this to be the fact, have devised stratagems to bring 
on a discharge, 

A certain modern Writer on this disease has also 
asserted, that he has known the testicle to swell, 
when the inflammation in the Uretlira has never 
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extended above an inch or aninch and a half up the 
Urethra. I confess I have known no such instance ; 
but if I had, I should draw no conclusions from it 
which would affect more constant and more general 
observations ta the contrary. Testicles, he says,, 
are. known to swell from other causes, besides that 
from Gonorrhoea. Nothing, in my opinion, from 
this. circumstance, can lead to inform us what.it is 
which produces the swelling in this case. When 
the testicle swells from the use of bougie, and the. 
circumstance is very singular, and worthy our no-, 
tice, . it is then generally one only that is affected. 
In case of a scirrhus, it is also in general one only 
that is affected. And in the case of swelling from, 
Gonorrhoea, we find that although sometimes the in- 
flammation does shift from the one to the other, 
yet if the attack be serious, and if the inflammatioa 
proceed the whole of its extent, there is seldprn aa 
instance when both testicles are highly inflamed at 
the same time. We find also when the testicle 
swells from any cause, unattended with a discharge 
frpm the Urethea either before or after; that, the 
hardness continues sometimes for ever after all in- 
flammatory symptoms are gone. 

Such being the natural occurrences which, offer to 
OUT: observations upon the swelling of the testicle, it 
appears that Nature has been very provident with 
respect to this double security for propagation. And 
althoiigh it seems almost unreasonable to suppose 
that, the orifice of one.vas deferens, can be affected 
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from a venereal stimulus, and by that means that 
the testicle to which it leads can be, in consequence, 
affected, whilst in the very midst of inflammatory 
stimulus, the other vas deferens and the other tes- 
ticle shall escape the effects of venereal stimulus— I 
say, although this appears strange, yet we know it 
to be a fact ; that is, we know that one vas deferens 
will feel tender and affected, and that one testicle 
will swell, without the other being in the least 
affected at the same time. Such is the fact, let it 
be ever so difficult to be reconciled to our under- 
standing: and I should suspect that although the 
orifices of the vasa deferentia may be a bar to the 
actual progress of the virus in general, and although 
from an extraordinary instance, that bar, in the 
provision of nature, might prove to be inefficient, 
and a swelling of the testicle, from that circum- 
stance, does ensue, yet if sympatliy had any concern 
in the condition, both must swell when one only 
does. 

Besides, when the use of bougies brings on a 
swelling, seldom more than one testicle swells. 
This seems as if it were an original design in the 
disposition of the parts, from the very nature of 
them, that both should not be seriously affected 
from the same cause, at the same time; or how 
otherwise can we account for the attack upon one, 
and the escajie of the other ? The swelling of the 
testicle cannot, in my opinion, be affected from a 
bare stimulus of the venereal virus acting on the 
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orificeB^ and no farther, of the vasa deferentia ; for . 
if that were the case, a long-protracted Gonorrhoea, 
a&d such as had excited the full elBects of inflamma- 
tion on the neck of the bladder, on the prostate 
gland, and on all the parts deep-seated in the 
Urethra, would surely be a sufficient cause for pro- 
volsing both testicles to swell, whenever such in-- 
flamoiation occurred : hut this we know is not that 
which usually happens, for I believe I may venture 
to assert, that a swelled testicle does not occur to 
one in twenty of those thus conditioned. 

It evidently appears, from these observations, that 
there is a difficulty in the effects of a swelling of the 
testicle being brought about. I am, therefore, of 
opinion, that the orifices of the vasa deferentia, 
which open iiito the Urethra, are shut against the 
^^ts of all stimuli ; and that it is from accident 
alone venereal stimulus can possibly be admitted. 
But if it once gain admittance, I am of opinion that 
the venereal stimulus can act as well along the vas 
deferens, as it does along the Urethra ; and that it 
is the positive presehce of the venereal stimulus 
which produces an inflammation on the internal 
cinal of the vas deferens, and which proceeds to the 
epidydimis, and afiects that and the testicle. If 
wu|( can pass through lymphaticks, by what is 
termed absorption, there is no difficulty to presume 
that it may pass along the vas deferens, by capillary 
attraetion. And I am also of opinion, that part of 
the discharge which follows a swelled testicle, and 

3 
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tQ which a swelled testicle from a venereal cause 
owes its restoration to a sound state, flows through 
the vas deferens, and that it is poured from thence 
into the Urethra. It does not follow, from this 
mode of reasoning, that this discharge should carry 
with it any different mark from that which flows 
from tlie Urethra ; for an increased stimulus upon 
the internal membrane of smaller tubes will produce 
an increased discharge from them, alike as it does ' 
from- the Urethra. The more the discharge which 
follows the swelled testicle, the sooner will the tes-^. 
tide go down^: and this is -a reason why a swelling 
oi the testicle, from a venereal cause, in general 
subsides sooner and safer than a swelling brought on 
from any other cause, and where no discharge fol- ^ 
lows. I am also of opinion, that when the venereal 
stimulus gains admittance within the orifice of the > 
vas deferens, the progress of the inflammatory symp- ' 
toms are as slow there, as they are through the, 
Urethra after a gonorrhceal infection has been first ^ 
received. » 

From the above statement of the cause of a swelled i 
testicle, I think we have been able rationally to* 
account for the various circumstances attendant on 
the swelling of the testicle brought on by Gonor- * 
rhcea*— how it happens that sometimes, notwith- 
standing long and great inflammation in the Urethra, • 
the testicle is riot aflfected at all — how it is from ac- : 
cident when it is affected — how one may be afFected 
without the other — how that aflfection may come on 
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after inflammation in the Urethra has subsided — 
and how its own cure consists in the return of the 
discharge. 

GONORRHGBA OF THE £Y£. 

There are two distinct conditions of venereal 
affections of the eye, the one arising out of constitu- 
tional infection^ and the other from a local infection. 
It is the Gonorrhcea of the Eye, or the local vene- 
real infection, which I am now about to treat upon. 
The Gonorrhcea of the eye is one of the most acute, 
inflammatory, painful, and destructive attacks which 
can be endured: in comparing it with the whole 
class of acute diseases that locally afiect human 
parts^ I am not able to recollect another equal to it, 
in rapidity, torture, or destruction. Two cases of 
this unhappy attack have come before me : in the first 
the eye was lost, and in the second, from timely 
treatment, and from' being aware of the nature of 
the complaint, the eye was with difficulty saved* 
The virulence of the attack of the latter was nothing 
like so formidable as the former. 

This attack of the eye has been attributed to a 
metastasis, from a repelled recent Gonorrhoea ; and 
it has been described as if the Gonorrhoea from 
the Penis ceased when the Gonorrhoea from the 
eye came on. That when the pain in the eye be^ 
comes intolerant, the pain in making water, and 
other inflammatory symptoms of the Urethra will 
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be sensibly diminished, it is consonant to general 
observation in other similar instances, which present 
themselves in the animal oeconomy. In these two 
cases the discharge from the Penis was not disconti- 
nued, but the inflammatory symptoms were not 
high. I do not believe this doctrine of metastasis. 
I believe the venereal virus was conveyed by the 
fingers ; for both my patients were previously sub- 
ject to weak eyes ; and the former, he who lost his 
eye, was in the habit of washing it with his urine, 
to cure it of the weakness. " 

I am now to point out to you, how it happens, 
that out of so many which we constantly see infected 
with Gonorrhcea, who are totally indifferent and 
thoughtless about any consequences, and who there- 
fore do not make use of any precautions, none in- 
fect themselves through wounds and sores, and 
chops in their lips; and that this complaint of the 
eye is so seldom experienced. The fact is certain, 
that the instances of Gonorrhoea of the Eye are very 
rare indeed, and that the instances of wounds, or 
sores, or chops on any parts of the body, being in- 
fected, notwithstanding they are exposed to such 
infection, if it could act, are rarer still. We all 
know that not only we have the habit, but that it is 
a natural addiction in us to be constantly fingering 
the parts which are diseased. And yet I cannot 
help remarking, for the observation intrudes itself 
upon me, that we are never infected on fresh parts 
in this manner. Notwithstanding, if the infectious 
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discharge could act, we are more exposed to infect 
ourselves, than others are to infect us. I must here 
explain myself, in order that my true meaning might 
be only impressed. I am assured, in both the cases 
which I saw, that tlie fluid from the Penis of the 
6rst or second patient did not produce the inflam- 
matory eflfects on their eyes : for I know that the 
gonorrhoeal fluid of the same subject is not capable 
of producing that effect. And therefore this theory 
accords with the observations I have made before, 
on the nat.ire of both gonorrhoeal and clmncrous 
fluids, an they affect the same subject. For, if a 
Gonorrhpea from the Penis of the same subject can 
produce a Gonorrhoea of the Eye, the Gonorrhoea 
of the Eye can produce a Gonorrhoea of the other 
eye, and the infection can go on in an endless round 
of diseased parts. Wherever the discharge gained 
a lodgment, if it were virulent, there it would com- 
mence an astion conformable to the part, and the 
whole of the body would he one scene of Chancre 
and Gonorrhoea. But this is not the character na- 
tural to this or to other poisons. Where a subject 
has a Chancre or a Gonorrhoea, as a first local symp- 
tom, the virus which produced it was received from 
another, that virus necessarily proceeds in its action 
if it be not extinguished ; and it is that virus, im- 
parted from another, which is absorbed into the 
habit, and there again it produces all those symp- 
toms which occur in the history of the disease, and 
to which the subject who imparted it was in like 
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manner liable. Of this theory, however new, as 
appUcable to the present subject, I am more con- 
vinced of the truth, than I am of any idea I ever 
found myself adequate to form. The poison of a 
viper does not affect the viper which secretes it, but 
it will alTect another viper, or any other animal 
into which it is suffused. It is an excreted fluid, 
lodged temporally in an excretory bag, in order to 
be dischai^ed whenever the viper is provoked to it. 
1 shall close this subject with an account of the 
case of a gentleman who lost his eye from a virulent 
Gonorrhoea. A gentleman was recommended to 
me for a virulent Gonorrhcea: the first time I saw 
him he complained also of one of hia eyes being 
rtiore inflamed and more painful than it ever had 
been, and this was the next day after the Gonorrhcea 
had discovered itself. I bled him for this infiam- 
matioii, and gave him the necessary remedies for 
the Gonorrhcea Urethrpe. — I saw him the next day, 
when I found his eye more inflamed, and the in- 
mmation of the Urethra lessened. I bled him 
I again, fomented and poulticed bis eye. The next 
I day the pain from the eye was increased, he com- 
plained of a violent throbbing, the discharge from it 
was in increased quantity, and looked purulent, the 
tunica conjunctiva was in a higher state of inflam- 
mation than I ever had seen one before: I applied 
leeches to his temples, blisters behind his ears, in- 
jected milk and water, renewed poultices, &c. The 
mflammatory symptoms in the Urethra at this time 



COKOltRHtEA. 99 

Vren of no importance, and the dischai^ Trom it 
was kindly. The morning following I found the 
pain of the eye had not in the least abated, the cun- 
jTinctiva assumed one continued fleshy appearance, 
•which protruded so much as to leave the eye-lid 
more than half open. The same remedies were 
repeated^ with the addition of mercury and opium. 
The next day, the pain and discharge were yet more 
increased. The inflammation not yielding to any 
of these revulsive means, I repeated all the remedies 
which I had applied the day before. The next day, 
the symptoms continuing without the least abate- 
ment, I solicited a consultation ; but the Surgeon 
did not meet me till the day after, when every ap- 
pearance was yet more aggravated. We proposed 
touching the carnous fungus of the conjunctiva witli 
fine powder of mercur. calcinat, mixed with sod 
pomatum, by a camel brush. This increased the 
pain so much, that we directly desisted, and returned 
to our former method a day or two longer, when 
tiie pain gradually abated, and the carnous appear- 
Anoe began to decline. We then gave him bark, 
and continued mercury, which succeeded very well 
in taking off the inflammation, but the issue was, 
that the cornea was thickened, the crystalline be- 
came opaque, and the patient lost all vision. The 
Gonorrhosa from the Urethra by this time got ^Iso 
weU. At the time when this case happened, I 
feuod no assistance from any Author how to treat it, 
or bow it had been described by others, excepting 
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from Aatruc, and he advises the tunica conjunctiva 
to be freed from this fleshy fungus hy the knife. — 
If I were to treat this case again, I should certainly 
make a puncture through the conjunctiva, in order 
to give an opening for the discharge of extravaaated 
lymph. But how this fungus is to be dissected 
away, during the torture and pain which the patient 
undei^oes, 1 know not. It seems to me to be im- 
practicable. 

It appears in this case, that the symptoms of the 
Gonorrhoea of the Eye were as forward or early as 
the symptoms of the Gonorrhtra of the Urethra. It 
must be also remarked, that though both eyes of this 
patient had been previously weak, yet only one of 
them was thus affected. The patient had been in 
the constant habit of washing his eyes with his own 
urine, for this weakness, and he had washed his 
eyes half an hour after he had had connection with 
the woman who gave him the Gonorrhoea. My 
opinion is, that it was the positive fluid which he 
received from the woman, that infected his eye, and 
that the other escaped, because it was tlie last which 
he washed, and because none of the original infec- 
tion came into contact with it*. 



*' Whether the Ophthalmic InSammation which began iii 
Egypt, and which waa continued for some time after the return 
of the agldiera to this country, has been considered to be posi- 
tively Venereal or not, I cannot say, and as I do not wiah to 
aaks a positive assertion upon this question^ I shall be content 
to dismiss it upon opinion only* For an I was not there myBelT, 
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GONORRHGBA IN WOMAN. 

Gonorrhoea in woman is not frequently attended 
with symptoms so complicated or so violent as those 
in man. The cause is assignable only to the differ- 
ent construction of the parts which are exposed to 
an attack of this disease. But although the sympr 
toms are neither so complicated, nor so lasting, nor 
do they bring on other after consequences^ which 
are in themselves more alarming: in their nature than 
the original cause which produced them, yet some- 
times enough of inflammation and enough of pain 
are found to accompany this disease when it Hrst 
appears in the Vagina of woman. 

It need not be observed, that as it is the most 
usual manner for man to receive the infection on his 

and as those who were there have varied in their opinions^ it 
would be presumption in me to make a positive declaration upon 
the question. But after having enquired into the following 
facts, and after having satisfied my mind upon them 5 naxQely^ 
that the disease did spread not only among the soldiers in Egypt, 
but that it continued to infect soldiers in England that had not 
been there 5 that wheresoever the soldiers infected in Egypt were 
quartered, soldiers not from Egypt became infected -, that some 
were only infected in one eye, and others in both 5 that officers 
who served ip Egypt generally escaped the infection. These 
reasons confirm to me an opinion that the disease was Venereal. 
That it was communicated from one to the other by lying in the 
same hammocks, by washing in the same basons, and by wiping 
themselves with the same towels. 
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Penis from the Vagina of a woman, so does the 
Vagina of a woman receive it from the Penis of a 
man. In some instances, a sitnple Gonorrhcea may 
be confined to the Vagina, hardly any other part 
will be susceptible of the stimulus, and a woman 
will have a Gonorrhea without knowing that she 
has one. This simple mild appearance of the disease 
is generally experienced by women in the common 
habit of Venerea! intercourse. But women of a con ■ 
trary way of life are more sensibly irritated by vene- 
real virus, although with them, according to their 
constitutions, there will be a sensible difference in 
the affections produced by inflammation. The most 
general symptoms of a Gonorrhcea are an inflamma- 
tion along the Vagina, with swellings of the labia, 
clitoris, nymphje, carunculae myrtlformes, excoria- 
tions on the perinoeum and on the meatus urinarius. 
These are attended with pain, itching, scalding of 
urine, immoderate discharge, fever, uneasiness in 
sitting and in walking : the labia are enlarged, be- 
come rigid and protrude. Such are the symptoms 
which appear in the first instance, and which seem 
specifically to embrace all the effects of venereal 
stimulus at one and the same time, and are, except- 
ing the general fever which they produce, indepen- 
dent of any corresponding irritation arising out of 
one of them simply for the condition of the other. 
And here also it may be remarked, that let those 
symptoms grow to any height, they do not produce 
chancres on these parts, nor on any other couti- 
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guous parts to wliich the gonorrhceal fluid might 
,have easy aocees, although the discharge will often 
excoriate. 

Sometimes the inflamaiatory symptoms are not 
confined to these parts alone, but are found to ex- 
tend to all the region of the lower part of the abdo- 
men, producing pain, and so strong a sense of ten- 
derness, that the patient cannot bear the least 
weight of clothing, also violent intestine commotion, 
flatulencies apd vomitings, attended with a sympto- 
matic fever. It has been presumed that tliese effects 
are owing to the uterus beiug afl^ected, as well as the 
Dvaria.' — It may be possible that both may be affected 
from the disease : But where I have seen those symp- 
toms, I was inclined to attribute them to au inflam- 
matioD on the bladder, for the chief seat of pain 
was directly described to be above tlie pubis. 

Where the inflammation has gone on for a consi- 
derable time, the glands withinside of the labia and 
oiber parts will remain enlarged and hard, and some- 
tinu^ never return to their healthful size, and some- 
times they will come to abscess. It also hap[>ens in 
a woman as it does in a man, that either from irrita- 
tion or absorption, the glands of the groin will swell 
and proceed to abscess. 

These are the chief effects of a Gonorrhoea in 
woman ; and as the inflammation on these parts is 
to be accounted for upon the same ground of reason- 
ing which I have already explained, and as the 
same method of treatment is requisite fur both, a 
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farther enquiry into the subject of what has been 
already described will perhaps be unnecessary. 

The most important topic for medical enquiry 
into these afikirs of women, does not consist in a 
clear, avowed knowledge of gonorrhosal symptoms ; 
I -fiDr these being once confessed, the case is plain, and 
■ the path for removing them will be as plain also. It 
1-^ not in this instance that address and penetration 
fvare so requisite, as it is — where the case is doubtful 
■' — where the possibility of giving infection is denied 
Y*- — where a medical man is called upon to decide 
"upon the condition of a woman, whether from that 
condition she be in a state for conveying infection or 
not — where he may have, from his discernment, 
her arts to baffle, or her innocence to protect— or 
Pwhere !ier ruin or her good fortune is at stake upon 
" his judgment. This is a confidence, a part of me- 
dical jurisprudence which carries with it importance, 
and a man of sense will feel it in a high degree ; he 
will aim to be furnished with every distinction 
which may possibly lead him to a right determina- 
tion, and which may teach him to discern between 
the tricks of art and the distress of innocence. The 
only proof I know of a woman being infected, when 
all inflammatory symptoms have disappeared, is, 
that she retains the power of infecting ; for a dis- 
charge from a Fluor Albus, and a gonorrhceal dis- 
charge, when free from all inflammation, will not 
aflPord a distinction for me to conclude them to be 
diflerent. Perhaps those who know the one to be 
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pos^ and the other to be mucus^ may be able to 
discern a difference. 

It has been said that a woman will go on with a 
Gonorrhcea for a long time — that the power of in- 
fection will be demonstrable to a stranger, a long 
while after it ceases to affect her more constant 
friend. This I believe to be true ; and in this in- 
stance the woman cannot be blamed, although she 
can and does infect a stranger. A woman might 
also have been free from all infection, and have 
Inown a man who was infected; she might have 
received an infection from this man ; immediately 
afterwards she might have known another man who 
wa9 not infected ; she might have imparted the 
infection which she received from the first to the 
second without being conscious of having done so : 
for the gonorrh(Bal fluid which had been lodged with 
her had not time to produce any stimulus; and it 
might be shifted altogether to him who had the 
SQCond connection. In this instance, the woman 
cannot possibly be blamed, as not knowing herself 
infected. But on the other hand, the woman may 
know that she can infect, because, although her in- 
flammatory symptoms are just gone away, she has 
still a considerable quantity of discharge. It is in 
this situation that she will often keep back the truth, 
^vow her innocence, and set detection at defiance. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



CURE OP GONORRHfEA. 



The cure of Gonorrhoea must naturally include a 
consideration of the nature or quality of the part 
attacked, and a consideration of the nature or qua- 
lity of that which attacks it, and produces an inflam- 
mation upon it. Any common stimulus, which is 
not of a virulent nature, applied to a mucous mem- 
brane, will produce some degree of irritation ; but 
such irritation will cease by the stimulus being 
carried off in the secretion. The ardor urinEB ex- 
cited by the action of cantharides can only last for 
a short space of time ; because, from the moment 
the sensation is felt, the secretions are diluting the 
stimulus, and carrying it out of the constitution, 
and when the action is totally spent, the sensation 
from it is discontinued also. 

Mucous membranes are placed as coverings to 
parts which are inlets and outlets of the constitution, 
and in their construction are so framed as to express 
a sensation whenever any extraneous injury is offered 
to them, or whenever any extraneous body is lodged 
upon them. Effluvia, which is inimical to the wel- 
fare of the body, passes over the nasal membrane, 
not without notice of disgust, by the smell which is 
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impressed upon it ; and irritating proijerties lodged 
upon it, are gotten rid of, or an endeavour is made 
to get rid of them, by the additional secretion which 
is excited. Mucous membranes seem to be, by 
destination in the animal oeconomy, sentinels to the 
rest of the body, and endowed with power to alarm 
the constitution whenever any thing obnoxious is 
liable to assail it. 

It has been said that a Gonorrhcea will cure itself, 
and it has been also said, that a Gonorrhcea cannot 
be the cause of Lues Venerea in the constitu- 
tion. Both these assertions, if they were founded 
in truth, would be very fortunate ones indeed, and 
if they were founded in truth, there would not be 
so strong a reflection upon the morality or import- 
ance of a profession in all the round of human oc- 
cupations. That a Gonorrhcea may cease to be a 
Gonorrticea, if let alone to its own action, may be 
very true, but it may also be as true, that it might 
not cease to be Gonorrhcea, until it had reduced the 
organization of the Penis to a condition which could 
not afterwards be restored to a sound state. The 
Urethra being endowed with the faculty common to 
every other mucous membrane, of getting rid of 
that which irritates, and of being a barrier against 
whatever might, if it got into the constitution, 
annoy it, does certainly contend very strongly with 
that which irritates, and as often gets rid of the irri- 
tating cause ; but in the instance of the stimulus 
excited upon it by venereal virus, it appears from 
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evident facts before us, that the ditliculty is greater 
than from any other cause whatever ; for what other 
stimulus, applied to a mucous membrane, is there, 
which will continue so long, and which will baffle 
all medical means so efiectually, as the stimulus 
which is excited by venereal virus? What other 
stimulating property is there within our knowledge, 
that by once applying it to the Urethra, will after- 
wards support a stimulus in the Urethra for months 
* and years, which I have known to happen in the 
instance of Gonorrhoea f If we refer to the very 
action of a sharp injection, which, from the sensibi- 
lity of the Urethra whilst in an inflammatory state, 
has sometimes proved so very painful as to excite for 
a time more inflammation than had before been ex- 
perienced from the venereal stimulus, we shall find 
that such increased inflammation, produced by the 
injection, will not be able to support itself long ; 
for unless the injection be repeated, the effect flrst 
-produced by it will subside in a very short time, but 
the original inflammation excited by venereal virus 
will still continue, for having once commenced, it 
detains a power of long supporting its own irritation 
V— much longer than any other stimulus can or does. 
.And further, 1 shall remark, that in a recent case, 
^ ^f a sharp injection be repeated for some time, and 
if at the intervals during the use of it, the inflam- 
mation appear to have subsided, if the discharge be 
thickened, and if it approach nearer to mucus in a 
healthful state, yet if the use of the Injection be 
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withdrawn before the discharge has totally ceased, 
and that for some days, the venereal stimulus will 
again recover its force, and will again produce all 
the inflammatory effects which it had produced be- 
fore the injection had ever been thrown up. For if 
the venereal irritation be not completely extin- 
guished, it retains a power of collecting again in 
force. 

I think I have trulv asserted, that the stimulus 
excited by venereal virus has a power of supporting 
itself beyond any other stimulus that can, from one 
application alone to the Urethra, be brought into 
competition with it. I shall endeavour also to im- 
press upon the recollection, that the discharge from 
the Urethra is not the effect of any ulcer, that it is 
not produced from any other change in the condi- 
tion of the Urethra, but inflammation on the mem- 
brane, and of the glands which are distributed 
tliroughout various parts of the membrane. Such 
being the plain matter of fact, if it were possible to 
a certainty at all times, by any remedy, to subdue 
this inflammation, the disease would terminate like 
any other inflammation ; and the analogy wliicli 
has been drawn by some, betwixt the inflammation 
excited by venereal virus, and any other inflamma- 
tion which was not produced by virus, would be 
successfully confirmed. But this is not the fact. 
An inflammation excited by one act, and by a cause 
which was not venereal virus, unless it be constantly 
supported by additional acts, will readily yield to 
proper remedies applied for the removal of it. 
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It does not follow in reason, because mercury de- 
rtroys the action of Lues Venerea on the con- 
stitution in general, that it should he a specific 
against the local action of venereal virus, when topi- 
cally applied. As well might it be expected, because 
the pulvis antimonialis possesses the property of 
abating a fever, that by laying it on an inflamed 
part, it should possess the property of abating that 
also. Mercury possesses no chymical power of neu- 
tralizing venerea! virus, if mercury be mixed with 
venereal virus abstracted from the constitution. The 
power which mercury possesses, is that of producing 
a change in the constitution, by which the venereal 
stimulus is extinguished. One poison prevails over 
the other, by superior predominant activity. But 
in the instance of Gonorrhcea, no such revolution 
takes place ; the venereal virus is only acting upon 
"a surface, by so far stimulating it as to increase its 
general secretion. The venereal virus is not absorbed 
into the constitution, and whilst the discharge con- 
tinues, I believe, the absorption of it seldooi takes 
I place ; for as the whole of the membrane might be 
considered to possess a secreting power, it is natural 
I to conclude that tlie absorbents do not much prevail 
throughout it. That mercury is not a ^)ecific 
I against venereal virus, merely as venereal virus, m 
I evident from other instances besides Gonorrhoea; foe 
' if a Chancre be dressed with mercurial ointmenl^ 
spread on lint, and laid upon it, and if there be not 
enough of the mercury absorbed, so as to act efiec- 
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f tually on the Chancre from vrithin the constitution, 
that will not cure the Chancre. A Chancre which 
is disposed to heal by this apphcation, will heal also 
by dry lint. But mercury cures the Chancre by its 
internal action, which destroys the venereal action. 
Mercury, from its action, brings the constitution 
into such a state, that the virus cannot act any lon- 
ger, and becomes evanescent. 

I shall now proceed to lay down as general rules 
[ possibly can for the cure of a Gonorrhcea, and 
assign my reasons for eveiy particular, as near as I 
can. And Br^it of all, I cannot too strongly enforce 
an eariy application of remedy, as soon as the disease 
is discovered ; for experience tells us, it proceeds 
by degrees through the Urethra; and experience 
also tells us, that those who wash the parts, and 
^eep them clean after every act of doubtful connec- 
'ion, seldom or never are infected at all ; for if the 
luid imparted in consequence of connection be 
trashed away, nothing of course wilt follow. And 
im will be found as successful from any other 
urgent wash, as from a mercurial one. The 
leat remedy I know for preventing the infection, is 
be act of urlning, and washing the prepuce and 
^ans repeatedly well, and wiping them during that 
But as this is not always at our command, it 
is necessary that a substitute should be found, and 
which can be had at will. A solution of the vitrio- 
: fluid, the preparation of which I shall proceed to 
demonstrate, is the most successful. It should be 
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applied as soon as possible, before the moisture! oq 
the Penis: is dry : the whole of the Penis should be 
also wiped dry, for a Chancre has sometimes ap- 
peared at the very root of it. It has been sai() by 
some that the preventive applications often fail- — thfA 
they disappoint — that it does not follow a man i» 
safe although there be neither Gonorrhcea or Chancre^ 
for a Bubo is sometimes found to be the first symp- 
tom — and that sometimes Lues Venerea is disco- 
vered in the constitution, where there has been pre-. 
viously no local symptom. All this may be and is 
very true; but it has no weight, in my mind, against 
the use of preventives, for whether they be used or 
not, none of those symptoms, happen when they 
will, can be treated medically before they are disco- 
vered, nor can any infection be imparted through 
them before they have appeared ; for there must be 
fluid, venereal fluid, to infect, and that is the only 
medium of infection. But the preventive method 
might set aside every mode by which infection can 
take place, which otherwise would. For if the ab- 
sorbents take up the venereal fluid, as it is lodged 
on the Penis, and thereby a bubo or lues is pro- 
duced, so by washing away that fluid, both or either 
will be prevented. I am confident neither can be 
encouraged or promoted by it. 

As soon as it appears that, from a suspected con- 
nection, a virulent Gonorrhcea is the consequence, 
there are two methods which present themselves for 
procuring a rational and more speedy cure, than if 
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it were left to cease spontaneously by the dilution of 
discharge which is excited by the viru9-»-the one is 
bjr assisting that dilution by sedative injections, and 
the other is by exciting a stimulus which will sus- 
pend the former stimulus, and by repeating that 
excitement until the former stimulus be extin- 
guished ; for in all injections, if their intentions 
succeed^ the success must be obtained by a repeti- 
tion of them. The degree of inflammation excited 
by the virus must be our guide in the adoption of 
our system, and if we do gain time by the interfe- 
rence of topical applications, it must be by availing 
ourselves of the variety of treatment which is 

mpiCATED FROM THE APPEARANCE OF SYMPTOMS. 

The following solution I have found to be very 
successful, in the first stage of a Gonorrhoea. The 
proportion must be considered according to the de- 
gree of inflammation, which will be expressed by 
the feeling of the patient. It should be thrown up 
six or seven times a day — it cannot be used too 
often. If the progress of the venereal inflammation 
be at a stand, and if the discharge be kindly yielded, 
there can be no doubt but the Gonorrhcea will soon 
beat an end, especially if this injection be applied, 
^8 I mean it should, early in the attack of the 
disease* 



Dissolve blue vitriol in a sufficient quantity of 
spring water, precipitate the solution with a suffi- 
cient quantity of lixivium tartari, (which may be 
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known by the efiervescence ceasing)— soflfer' it to sf? 
parate^ and pour off the clear liquor-— 4lien wash tlM 
pfecipitate with warm water^ set it by to sobai^e 
decant the dear liquor^ and repeat the process witli 
fresh quantities of warm water^ till it become iosi: 
pid and tasteless^ at least of the salt-^hen filter diM 
soltttioh^ aiid reserve the precipitate. DissoWci ai 
much sal Volat. sal. ammon. in distilled' water aa-t 
will take up/ and filter it. Mix as.much of. thi 
above precipitate with the filtered solution as it wil 
dissolve, which reserve for use. 



This will be found to be a very preferably il\]ec 

tion. I do not mean to attribute to it anyothe 

effect, than that it possesses a predomiiiant powc 

of extinguishing the venereal stimulus, and can jb 

used where there . is a d^ree of inflammation wit 

more security and success than any thing else* -<-?» 

mean to ofier it as a preparation which acts safe aii 

effectual. I mean to be understood in saying, th 

if it be applied properly in tiihe, it will prevent H 

Gonorrhoea from coming on at all; and if it be «] 

plied as soon as a Gonoi'rhosa is discovered, it w. 

prevent a progress of every symptom, provided d 

patient takes care to inject often, and observeai.tJ 

strictest temperance. Fjve drops of the fluid to i 

ounce of water is . the proportionate medium foi^ i: 

jection. As a preventive, it may be made strong 

to wash the parts externally ; a dram of the aolutii 
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ta btif a pint of spring water, is about tlie proper* 
tioQ. 

There is another stage of Gonorrhoea, which I 
thidc requires another consideration, and for the 
cuie of whidi other methods are to be taken — I 
nMa where the inflammation proceeds along the 
Urethra, in consequence of neglect — where, from 
tardiness in the application of the patient, the sti- 
mulus has pervaded the whole of the membrane. 
When this is the state of the disease, it is not found 
to be always safe to attempt removing the original 
stimulating cause by the substitution of another. 
the plan for abating the inflammation must be 
soothing. Constant injections of warm milk and 
water, with the application of the steam of hot wa-^ 
ter, and a moderate proportion of Mercury should 
i>e administered daily. Four grains of the Quick- 
niver Pill, with one grain of Opium, will not only 
be necessary to guard the constitution, but will in 
process of time so far aflfect the secretion of the mu- 
cpas membrane, as to render it less exposed to the 
'irritability of the virus. From the little danger 
theie is of the constitution being liable to be in- 
fected, where the virus is only acting on the surface 
of a mucous membrane, and from the length of time 
it will take for mercury to produce its effect on this 
psrt, it cannot be presumed that the end obtained 
^m such a quantity of mercury is to bring on a sa- 
Knuy affection. No such idea is meant to be incul- 
cated. It is meant only to produce such an effect, 

12 
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as the circulation of tlie mercury within the consti- 
tution will produce, without going all the length of 
stimulating the glands of mucous membranes. I 
have never known an excess of mercury abate an in- 
fiammation in tlie Urethra, and 1 have always ex- 
, perienced the discharge protracted, and the inflam- 
mation supported from a wanton continued use of 
mercury. I therefore consider mercury to be, in 
this instance, productive of good, bv meliorating the 
disposition of the mucus, through a change which 
it procures in the action of the virus. 

If in a reasonable time these symptoms do not 
abate, but on the other tuuul the ardor urinse. chor- 
dae, increase, and the discharge becomes thinner, 
and mixed with blood, if a deep-seated pain be felt 
towards the anus, and the patient cannot sit down 
without expressing great uneasiness, still the sooth- 
ing plan ought to be more rigorously pursued. 
Bleeding frequently by Leeches in the Perinaeum, 
and the warm bath, or decoction of popjiies ; five 
grains of James's Powder should be given every 
night till the symptoms are abated, — the Mercury 
and Opium at the same time should be |>ersisted in; 
and discretion will teach how these remedies are to 
be repeated. 

Sometimes, in consequence of high inflammation, 
the membrane and glands will be so inSamcd, that 
the discharge altogether will be checked. I u this case, 
the method last laid down exacts our most earnest 
attention — for this, I look upon it, is the worst con- 
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dition of a Gonorrhoea. The origin of most of the 
obstructions in the Urethra is from this inflamed 
condition of parts. From the thickening of the 
corpus spongiosum a Chordae will be continued, 
even after the inflammation has subsided — ^from the 
stretch which it is put to in a state of erection, a 
hoemorrhage often comes on, and this I am never 
sorry to see, for it generally brings on favourable 
symptoms, by unloading the parts. 

After the inflammation has subsided, by adopting 
the means already laid down, there will remain 
enough to be done for the consequences that are left 
behind it ; for when once the whole of the Urethra 
becomes thus highly inflamed, it will often be a 
long time before an attempt can be made to put a 
stop to the disease by injection. And it is for this' 
reason that, to treat a Gonorrhoea successfully, I 
have always recommended to the patient early appli- 
cations, when injections will be of use, and when 
the same injections which would then produce a cure, 
will not be safe to be hazarded till some time after. 
The termination of the inflammatory state may be 
known by a return of a kindly discharge, which 
will be ropy and thick, leaving a daub upon the 
linen like white paint, and whifch, gradually becom- 
ing less and less, will cease altogether. The parts 
will again enjoy their natural functions, and then 
the disease will be at an end. 

But as this is not always the case, when the parts 
have been severely attacked, I shall proceed to con- 
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sider wliat is the nature of the symptoms which are 
left behind, what are tlie ravages which the virulent 
stimulus has produced throughout the Urethra, and 
endeavour to follow up those consequences which do 
actually happen from this disease, although a Go- 
norrhcea has been said by some, and although it is 
believed by others, to cure itself. 

On tlie contrary, so far from this disease curing 
itself, it appears to me to he one of the most intri- 
cate subjects either to be cured or rationally dis- 
cussed. Glandular parts and secreting surfaces, 
once deranged, may never be restored — their orga- 
nization is so delicate and fine, their oriflces are so 
nice, their tubes and sphincters having once lost 
their functions, where is the power of art that can 
restore thera ? 

After the disease has continued beyond the rea- 
sonable time, and when the inflammation has de- 
clined, if a discharge remain, it will be necessary to 
consider whether this discharge be continued by the 
positive action of venereal virus, or whether the 
parts have sustained an injury, and whether any 
parlicukr diseased part, or indurated glands, sup- 
port it. If the discharge be supported solely by a 
continuance of the virus, that will be discovered by 
the freedom of the stream of urine, by no particular 
part being affected, by the discharge being regularly 
distilled, and by the sensation which is felt being 
generally diffused along the Urethra: or it will be 
discovered, a posteriori, by the discharge kindly de- 
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cliniog, through the use of the vitriolic injection, 
or by the inflamination increasing upon ceasing to 
inject it. This condition of a Gonorrhoia is very 
often that which puzzles a Practitioner, and makes 
him fly to various and contradictory remedies. I 
shall therefore dwell a little upon it, and describe it 
as it generally happens: for, independent of all in- 
jury which has been done to particular parts, from 
no other cause than barely from that of tiie stimulus 
excited by remaining virus, the discharge will go on 
for a long time, and more especially so, if there were 
any tieglect or omission, either at the commence- 
ment of the disease, or, what is not uncommon, 
during the jjeriod of the cure. I will explain what 
I mean, by stating a case. 

A person applied to me for a Gonorrhma, as soon 
as he discovered it. I gave him the injection, pag« 
113, which answered very well, and in ten days he 
crossed the water to Boulogne. He took no injec- 
tion with him, because he thouglit himself well. 
Whilst he was absent, an inflammation came on 
afresh, and doing nothing to abate it, before he 
could again reach me, the inflammation had gone 
to such a length, that all discharge was checked. 1 
treated him after the manner I have already stated 
for such a condition, and then, by a return to the 
injection, Ije got quite well. Patients are apt to 
ceaseinjeclingimmediately, when they find the dis- 
charge is at an end; but I always caution them to 
proceed many days beyond that point. For if the 
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JQJection which abates the symptoms be followed up, 
there is no doubt of success ; but success cannot be 
obtained unless it be regularly followed. — This is 
the state of the case in one instance. The state of 
the casein another is, where, although an injection 
does keep the inflammation under, yet whenever it 
be withdrawn for any length of time, the discharge 
will become acrid, and the inflammation will in- 
crease. I do not, in this case, change the injection ; 
1 only increase its force, and repeat it ofteuer, which 
I find generally successful ; but if it should not suc- 
ceed directly, as long as all inflammation is kept 
down, 1 am not fearful of consequences ; I inculcate 
patience, and in time the cure takes place. I avoid, 
as much as possible, the change of remedies in this 
intricate and obstinate continuation of dischai^, 
whilst I see the ground is safe, though the cure ia 
slow. If I dishearten the patient by persevering in 
this manner, it would dishearten me, in foregoing 
my own reason, to oblige his conceit ; and 1 render 
him more obligation by adhering to this system, 
' than by yielding to any other. 

1 therefore wish to impress upon the recollec- 
' tion, that the virulent inflammation will repeatedly 
return, after it has been partially extinguished, and 
that it is owing to the means which first brought the 
cure almost to a conclusion, being omitted — That a 
return to those means, where the violence of the in- 
flammation does not forbid it, will again succeed, 
and that it must not, for some length of lime, be 
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concluded the stimnhting power of the virus is at 
an end, when an inHamniation does return after the 
remedy has been withdrawn. 1 flatter myself this ob- 
servation will demand some credit, will be found to 
be generally true, and will preserve those who give it 
attention from some miscarriages and some contra- 
dictions in practice; for it must always be remem- 
bered, what it was which gave rise to the inflamma- 
tion, and what it is wliicli most probably is the 
support of it. This is a ground which should con- 
stantly be made good, before any conjectural cause 
be started for the continuance of the discharge, lest 
by leaving the true cause beliind, a wrong scent be 
pursued, and the practice of error take place of the 
practice of reason. 

An opjwrtunity is now offered for me to make 
some observations ujion the remedies which are in 
use for the cure of Gonorrhcea. And first of all, 1 
shall speak upon the use and abuse of injections. 
If those who condemn the use of injections drew the 
line for fair argument, by asserting, that no injec- 
tion, of any preparation, is jiropcr to be thrown up 
the Urethra, during any stage of a Gonorrhcea, I 
should reply to them, that such assertion is not 
commendable, and that it is injurious to the advan* 
tages which are obtained by the contrary practice. 
If they assert, that there are injections which are 
proper at the commencement, and at the close of 
the disease, which, on account of the inflammation, 
cannot be used witli safety at the lieigtit of the dis- 
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ease, where, except milk and water, or what is as 
simple, nothing can be ventured by way of injec- 
tion ; in that case I perfectly agree with them. 
There cannot be a stronger proof of the superior ad- 
' vantage of injections,' than their keeping the intlain- 
[ mation under; for as it is the inflammation continuing 
for a length of time, which only brings on the de- 
[ tangements in the Urethra, if that be shortened in 
[ its period, or lessened in its effect, if only this 
I -point singly were gained by injections, they would 
be of sufficient value to recommend and justify them, 
I But more than this can be done by injections. Re- 
peated injections can prevent the extension of the 
virus over the Urethra, by an early application of 
' them, and save the parts from any Inflammation ; 
and injections can close the disease, when no human 
power by any other means can effect it, A gentle- 
inaR of Plymouth sent to me his case: he had had 
a Gonorrhcea upon him for two years, had been sa- 
livated twice (this is strange to be told in the pre- 
sent time), had made use of the hot bath, had taken 
the balsams, gum Arabic, opium, and bark. I ad- 
vised him to inject, and bathe in the sea ; and in a 
fortnight I received a letter from him that he was 
well. From what I have already observed it will 
appear obvious, that it is not the use of injections 
which should be decryed, but the abuse of them. 
I'hose who object to injections, because they can do 
mischief, should be requested not to forget, that 
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every good in life might be equally proved to be an 
evil^ through a perverse application of it« 

i shall only make one more observation^ for I am 
not fond of bringing forward a number of remedies^ 
of shewing them on purpose to expose their inefii'- 
cacy^ or of reviving a catalogue of those remedies 
already rqected — it must be obvious that I know 
they have been in use, and that if I had selected 
them through choice, I should through chcHce pro* 
duce them* But it might not be a waste of time to 
reflect, whether the ancient method of cure^ by 
purging, has any preference or pretensions to be 
continued. If it be asked,' during the inflammatory 
state of a Gonorrhcea, whether it be proper to keep 
the body eool^ or whether from high living and a 
costive habit^ a Gonorrho^ will not be protracted, I 
amiwer y^« But if a cure be undertaken and 
cfKitinued upon the purgative system, if a constant 
irritation be kept up, by repeated purgative medi- 
cines, I to that answer, no. There is no method of 
cure I have ever seen adopted which protracts a Go^ 
norrhoea so long as this ; arid there is no method of 
cure which exposes the patient to an absorption of 
venereal virus more than this; a swelled testicle 
often comes on from this cause, a dysury yet oftener ; 
and the discharge from this treatment will be'spun 
out to a tedious length. I think upon the whole it 
is siftfer to do nothing than to attempt a cure by 
purging mediciiies. 
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I have already suggested what I think a necessary 
and prudential caution, that it should not be too soon 
taken for granted, the virus is extinct towards the 
close of a Gonorrhcea ; and 1 have endeavoured to 
make a distinction (both from the symptoms and 
from the effect which remedies have upon them) be- 
tween the actual presence of virus, and the conse- 
quent effects of it. These consequent effects I shall 
now consider, for at present I am pursuing and de- 
ffning the true nature of the discharge, and endea- 
vouring to discriminate where infection ends, and 
where that which is termed a gleet commences. 

If it were possible to discriminate with accuracy 
between a discharge produced from the mere habit 
of the parts, in consequence of former inflammation, 
and if it were known that the continuance of that 
discharge is not a necessary act in nature, in order 
that the thickening of the corpus spongiosum may 
go down, that the membranous surface may recover 
its former sound state, and tliat the induration of 
the testicle may all be dissolved — if it were possible 
to distinguish between a gleet, and a dischai^ 
which is a necessary act in nature to restore parts to 
a healthful state, we should be rewarded for our sa- 
gacity in knowing to a certainty that the one ought 
to be stopped, and the other let alone. This dis- 
tinction is not so difficult but some clue can be 
given to assist us in making it out. If the patient 
be of a delicate habit, and of a pallid complexion, 
if he has practised an excess of venery, and is other- 
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wise debilitated^ if the discharge be accompanied 
with pains in the loins, if during the Cronorrhcea a 
Chords was not very troublesome, if there be no 
symptom' of it remaining, if the testicle did not 
swdl, if the stream of urine be large, but not strong, 
I should conclude that the discharge ought to be 
stopped. I look upon it, that as the constitution 
in this instance has some concern in the protraction 
of the discharge, so ought the treatment for the cure 
of it to be constitutionally considered. Bark and steel, 
the cold bath and the injection, p. II3, may be first 
of all tried ; if these do not succeed, the balsam co- 
paiva should be taken. But all of them will not 
sometimes succeed! 

ON CHORDEE. 

The Chords in general goes off with the rest of 
the inflammatory symptoms, but it is sometimes 
experienced to be a continued symptom after in- 
flammation has disappeared. I think but little of it 
in point of importance, nor should I now have 
dwelt upon the subject, had it not furnished a late 
Writer with the opportunity of misapplying a new 
term in Surgery. He says that the symptom of a 
Chords is felt from what he calls adhesive inflam- 
mation. This expression of adhesive inflammation 
by him, is what I should express, ah adhesion of 
parts in consequence of a degree of inflammation. 
But neither of these terms, if they mean the same 
thing, or" if they do not, are applicable to the con- 
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dition of the corpus spongiosum, when tlie symptom 
of Choi-dee is felt ; for if it were produced from ad- 
hesion of parts, I should consider the consequence 
to be unalterably permanent. I should conceive 
there could not be any change from disease to 
health, when once there was a complete adhesion of 
tparts. My reverence and admiration of the wonder- 
ful works of Nature are very high, but I cannot be 
persuaded that a part can be again restored to a state 
of perfect organization, when, for a length of time, 
it has been obliterated by adhesion in consequence 
of inflammation, A Chordee, from the thickness of 
the corpus s])ongiosuui, will remain for some time 
after other inflammatory symptoms; butifanhoe- 
morrhage should ensue, or if the discharge continue, 
it will gradually go oft* at least I never saw it remain 
■unalterably fixed — I never saw a Chordee that time 
did not cure. 

ON PHVMOSIS. 

Phymosis I have described to be an affection of 
the prepuce as well from Gonorrhoea as from Chan- 
I ere, and I have described it also to be a redundant 
I collection of extravasated lymph, together with an 
k .enlargement of the lymphatic glands. This disease 
I will require some patience and rest. The Penis 
K^hould not be permitted to hang down, leeches 
I, should be applied to the part repeatedly, or blood 
should be drawn from the arm ; it should be fo- 
mented with a decoction of poppies, to which one 
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I third of spirit of wine should be added, and a poul- 
tice should be applied with spirit of \ 
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: wme in it also. 
Four grains of the Quicksilver Pill should be taken 
every night, with a grain of opium. He should take 
every night five grains of James's Powder. Warm 
milk and water should be frequently thrown by a 
syringe between the Glans and Prepuce ; and what 
is still more valuable, but never noticed, the pa- 
tient SHOULD ALWAYS URINE WITH THE PBNtS IN 
WAHM WATER, TO WASH AWAY THE URINE CONFINED 

WITHIN THE SWOLLEN Prepuce, — but more of this 
when I come to the treatment of Phvmosis, con- 
nected WITH Chanxre. a continuance of these 
means will certainly reduce the inflammation. To 
prevent a return of inflammation, and fo brace up 
the part (for the vessels having been loaded, are 
liable to a topical congestion) the Penis should be 
frequently washed with liquor ammonia; acetatce, or 
with ammonia dissolved in water. 



ON PARAPHYMOSJS. 

Paraphymosis is a symptom of the same nature, 
but with aggravated circumstances. If the stric- 
ture he not taken off at a certain critical time, the 
glans Penis will mortify. The Paraphymosis is 
always at first a Phymosis. The prepuce has beeij 
at some time slipped back, and could not afterwards 
be slipped forward upon the glans, but remained ip 
that state. If there be danger of mortification, an 
incision on either side of the Penis, through the 
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I other 



respects it is 



stricture, will relieve it, and i 
to be treated as Pliymosis. 

[ have already noticed upon the subject of gleets, 
that the discharge which was tlie effect of a relaxa- 
tion of the whole of the parts, should, if possible, be 
removed by topical injections, and by a constitu- 
tional regimen. But this is not the only cause, as I 
have also remarked, for a long continued discharge 
■from the Urethra. There are others by far more 
obstinate, which demand our attention to be sepa- 
rately investigated, and which after they are inves- 
tigated will sometimes baffle our art. Diseases in 
no part of the human body are found so difficult to 
hs discriminated and cured as mucous membranes 
\ *nd glandular bodies wlien deranged. Such cases 
I become additionally intricate from their situation 
l^'being in a narrow canal, remote from sight, espe- 
I cially as the soundness of that canal and parts con- 
tained within it, is important, and necessary to life 
iUelf. 



CURE OF A SWELLED TESTICLE. 

A Swelled Testicle has been already fully de- 
scribed by me, and I beg it to be considered that I 
am only treating here the Swelled Testicle in con- 
sequence of recent Gonorrhoea ; 1 therefore shall 
proceed directly to the cure of it. The true method 
is very simple, and the consequences safe. The 
cure of a swelled testicle consists as much in for- 
bearance from the former practice of some means. 
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as in tlie selection of others — ■ as much in what we 
should not do, as in what we should. It is a com- 
plaint which exacts some patience, and some passive 
obedience to it. If it comes on at the same time 
that there is a discharge from the Urethra, the symp- 
toms of it will be more moderate, and less will be 
required to be done for preventing or curing it. In 
this case, the patient should be in bed, suspend the 
testicle in a bag truss, and lay upon the testicle 
folded linen dipped in liquor ammonia acetatEe. No 
injection of any sort should be used at this time, nor 
should any other means be taken to stop the dis- 
chai^e from the Urethra. 

If the discharge returns in full quantity, depend 
upon it the swelling of the testicle will not proceed 
to anv alarming degree ; but if the discharge does 
not return, and as long as no discharge returns, the 
testicle will continue to swell, and every symptom 
will be increased. In this situation of the case, 
bleeding in the arm, or leeches on the part, foment- 
ing with decoction of poppies, to which spirit of 
wine should be added, poulticing, and suspending 
the testicle, and keeping constantly in bed, both 
with a view to the advantage of horizontal position, 
Lfw well as to keejiing the pores open, taking five 
igrains of James's Powders, with a grain of opium 
I once in the day, will all be necessary. A repetition 
lof these means will abate the pain and inilamma- 
ft\oo, but if it should not, an emetic is sure to do 
d ; and when they are abated, to prevent a re- 
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^ittoeiiher. 

gut after all, a return of the discharge from the 
ijfethra is of more importance, and more accessary 
to the cure of a swelled testicle, brought on from a 
venereal cause, than every medical art that can be 
devised. Ttiis simple act of Nature is superior to 
all the combined power of medical ability ; and this 
act is cherished, by withholding injections and 
purging stimulating medicines ; by keeping the 
patient in a horizontal position, and his pores 
open. This is the reason why a testicle which 
swells and inflames through venereal infection, more 
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rapidly than through any other provocation, sub* 
sides and recovers with more facility than from any 
other first provoking cause whatsoever. 

CURE OF A GONORRHCEA IN WOMAN. 

From the seat of a Gonorrhoea being more upon 
the surface of the parts in woman than in man, from 
the injuries done to parts by the effects of virus not 
being so serious or complicated in their nature, Jess 
is required to be said upon this subject ; and from 
what has been already laid down for the treatment 
of the same complaint in man, less is therefore ne- 
cessary to be said for that reason. All the superfi- 
cial parts, and the Vagina throughout, are exposed 
to the action of the virus in a Gonorrhcea; and 
most of the symptoms which are experienced by a 
man, may, in like manner, be experienced by a 
wcnnan. 

In the beginning, the symptoms will be, a paia* 
in making water, a tumid fulness of the labia and 
nympfase, a soreness of the Vagina, and a plenteoua 
discharge, the condition of which will be conform- 
able to the degree of inflammation. For the cure of 
this stage of the disease, I should recommend the. 
injeetion, p. II3, which I have already proposed, to 
be thrown up five or six times a day, and a pill of 
mercury^ four grains, with a grain of opium, to. be 
taken once in every twenty-four hours. It mui^t 
not be foi^otten, that in all those cases where the 
injection succeeds, it should not be discontinued too 
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soon ; it should be gone on with at least a week after 
evety actual and every suspected symptom has dis- 
appeared. 

But of this I am confident, that an early atten- 
tion to consequences and a timely precaution will 
prevent the symptoms of a Gonorrhoea from ever 
coming on after an infectious connection. If the 
patient, after a suspicious connection, washes effec- 
tually all the superficial parts, and throws the injec- 
tion a few times in the course of the first and second "] 
day up the Vagina, there will be nothing in future i 
fo be dreaded or cured. J 

When the symptoms which I have described are 
aggravated, and when the inflammation of parts is 
very extensive, the following means should be adopted. 
The parts should be fomented with a decoction of jjoj)- 
pies, andthe patient should bcbled, take James's Pow- 
der in small proportions, dilute plentifully, continue io 
the bed chamber, urine in warm water, and the mer- 
curial pill with opium should not be omitted. I 
have seen instances, from the violence of inflamma- 
tion, where a sloughing of the Labia has taken 
place. As sucli consequences cannot happL-n but 
from the most palpable neglect, and when nothing 
has been done by way of remedy, the same means 
which 1 have already prescribed, only with the addi- 
tion of some spirit of wine to the fomentation, and 
some to a poultice, will eventually succeed. 

Sometimes the symptoms of a Gonorrhrea are not 
limited to the parts already described j I have known 
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the affection to extend over the lower abdominal 
region, stretching round to the loins and hips. I 
have seen an inflammation from this cause equal to 
any that any other could produce. A gentleman 
applied to me for a Gonorrhoea, who from the little 
discharge that remained, fancied himself safe enoogh 
to lie with his wife, who was then residing sixty 
miles in the country. In consequence of the con- 
nection she was infected with a Gonorrhoea. The 
inflammation continued to increase more and more, 
until she experienced a great tepsion above the 
pubis, so that she could not bear the bedding which 
covered her to touch the part. The discharge was 
. very thin and acrid, excoriating wherever it touched. 
He sent an ex])ress for me to come down to her, 
which I obeyed. I bled her often, fomented the 
parts, kept her body open, and gave her pulvis an^ 
timonialis with opium. When the inflammation 
had subsided, she used the injection, p. 1 13, took four 
grains of the mercurial pill with a grain of opium 
every night, which eflfected a cure. I saw another 
case in consequence of a Gonorrhoea, which I attri- 
buted to the affection of the same parts from vene- 
leal virus. This case also proved successful, from a 
similar treatment. 

I think it necessary to observe, that whenever 
women apply to Surgeons for complaints seated in 
these parts> it becomes importaut to find out the 
true cause of complaint It. might be either Gono^ 
fhoea or Chancre, or neither — it might be some * 



» wnnarius — it might be alt 
I W «MM%. If i' might be a Fluor Albus. 
. .«>«<^ productive of similar sensa- 
j^t, iwt seeing, can only describe 
iitJ which they, not conversant in, 
^•^be indefinitely. Prudence, and re- 
r wwn reputation, ought to direct us to 
p those causes, and to obtain a true know- 
i' tthot i although with the most squeamish, 
, the most modest, we may often find much 
«hy of getting their acquiescence to an ocular 



i Fluor Albus may be in consequence of stimulus 
cited on the parts from venereal inflammation, or 
""uwy be the remaining effects of virus. But here 
the same observations and the same precautions 
ought to be remembered, which were given in my 
former definite statement of Gonorrhoea and Gleet. 
Whilst any <lischarge is continued, in consequence 
of an original venereal stimulus, I cannot take upon 
tne to fix any limited time when the power of infec- 
tion ceases, before thi^t discharge ceases also. I 
know that the man who constantly cohabits with a 
woman thus conditioned, may not feel any effect of 
the stimulus, when a fresh man will. 

Wlicn a woman has been infected with a Gonor- 
ihccci, who before such infection had no more dis- 
tihi)rf;e from the Vagina than that which was neces- 
aury to health, it behoves her to attend to her symp- 
totni, until she be restored to that state again ; for 
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whatever discharge remains more than there was 
before she was infected^ is to be suspected. The 
Fluor Albus is common to many women, syvho have 
never been in the way of contracting a Gonorrhoea. 
The constitution, the passions, the manner of Hving, 
have a share in a Fluor Albus which did not origi- 
nate from a venereal cause. But this being foreign 
to my purpose, I shall return to the gleet remaining 
after Gonorrhoea — for the cure of which, I recom- 
mend the injection, cold bath, bark and steel. 



In some cases of highly inflamed and protracted 
Gonorrhoea, strictures in the Urethra, diseases of 
the Prostate Gland, Bladder, and Kidnies, occur at 
remote periods. But these consequences form only 
one cause, where there are many other causes of 
serious and^ dangerous attacks on those parts* 
They are not considered necessarily to be treated as^ 
a part of Lues Venerea. For this reason I have ab- 
stained from describing them in this place. Who- 
ever is desirous of the fullest information upon these , 
diseases of stricture in the Urethra, and of affections 
of the Prostate Gland, the Bladder and the Kidnies, 
will find them already treated on at large by me, in 
two distinct publications : 

1. A Critical Inquiry into the Ancient and Mo- 
dern Methods of curing Diseases in the Urethra and 
Bladder. Sia:th Edition. 

2. Gases of the Successful Practice of Vesicae 
Lotura, in the Cure of diseased Bladders. Second 
Edition. k 3 
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ON CHANCRE.^ 

Lues Vsnerba is proved to be the most difficult 
of all diseases to be discriminated. Cases are often 
suspected to be venereal when they are not really 
so^ and closes are in the event found to be vc^ereal^ 
when they were not suspected to have been soi 
These mistakes cannot l}e said to arise out of our 
want of attention ; for to speak generally, there is no 
one disease in particular which employs our atteo^ 
ti6n more than the venereal ; as every practitioner 
18 under a daily necessity of furnishing the mind of 
his patient with some idea or other of the Lues Ve* 
nerea> and therefore he is under the necessity <rf 
adjusting in his own mind some opinions upon it. 
it must necessarily be so, whilst he continues to 
practise; for if be should not inform himself through 
the pride of obtaining informiation, he must throdgb 
the force of necessity ; and if he be not a proficient 
from the love of science, he will become so from the 
passion of interest. 

A Chancre is to be considered as a prima ordo of 
Venereal infection. It is sought for and found on 
the glans Penis, behind the glans Penisy upon the 
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froenum, upon the internal duplicature of the pre- 
puce, or externally upon any part of the Penis. As 
the most general mode of conveying the venereal 
poison is by a venereal intercourse between the 
sexes, so are the effects of that intercourse, when 
either any part of the penis in man, or-labia, vagina, 
or nymphae, in woman, possess venereal poison, im- 
parted from the one to the other. It is by the in- 
tercourse of a sound person with a diseased, that thc^ 
infecting principle is constantly supplied, and sup- 
ported. 

The infecting fluid must be parted with, and left 
to act undisturbed, in order to infect a sound per* 
son ; for without the medium of fluid, it has not 
been found that infection can be imparted. Vene- 
real poison does not consist of those fine, light, and 
volatile particles, which may be dispersed in air, be 
carried at a distance, or will speedily pervade the 
pores ; but in order to take eflfect, it must be by a 
fluid left to go on in an uninterrupted process. On 
whatever part of the skin this fluid be lodged, it will 
there produce a Chancre. The skin of the Penis is 
as much defended from infection as any other part 
of the body, and so is the scrotum which is annexed 
to the Penis, and nearest to it ; but these will not 
be found to be exempt from the action of venereal 
fluid, as Chancres are not only constantly seen on 
the external part of the Penis, but on that part of 
the scrotum also nearest to the Penis. Now it is 
evident, there is not that diflierence between the 
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skin on the Penis and the skin on any other part of 
the body, which will induce the fluid to act upon 
the one, and prevent it from acting upon the other : 
it must therefore be obvious, that if any other part 
of the skin were in the way of receiving that infec- 
tion which operates upon the skin of the Penis when 
it is received there, it would have likewise operated 
upon that other part. 

The glans Penis may be considered as a part in 
anatomy similar to tlie internal membrane of the 
Urethra. The parts behind the glaijs Penis are re- 
plete with small secreting glands, which discharge a 
sebacious substance, and this is generally afiected 
according to the state of health ; sometimes it will 
be thin and acrid, at others it will be redundant 
without acrimony; and sometimes there will be a 
jsorcness, with inflammation. The frcenum is a por- 
tion of the prepuce annexed to the glans. This 
and the whole of the internal part of the prepuce, 
which, in the natural pendulous state of the Penis, 
serves as a covering over the glans, are both either 
devoid of cutis, or it is evidently thinner on thera j 
[ ^an elsewhere. 

As it so happens that the Penis, which is a part 
ex|K)sed to the flrst act of venereal infection, is a 
member made up of various constructions in ana- 
-tomy, so must the venereal symptoms beabsolutely 
'different when the virus is lodged on any part of it; 
■for it must, when it operates, produce symptoms of 
its action peculiar to that part. Thus will the virus 



received from another, if lodged only within the 
commissures of the Penis, produce a Gonorrhoea, 
when the same virus, lodged behind the glans, or 
under the froGiiuvn, will produce a Chancre : and 
thas will the same virus, when lodged withinside of 
the prepuce, or under the froenum, or behind the 
glans, produce a Chancre in a much shorter time 
than when the same virus lodged on the glans, the 
external part of the scrotum, or on any other perfect 
cutaneous part, will produce a Chancre there. The 
glans Penis appears to me to be a part difficult to 
be infected, and I draw my conclusion from seeing 
that it is not so often the seat of Chancre as other 
parts equally exposed, but which cannot be more 
The appearance of Chancre most in common is 
either under the frtsnum, or behind the corona 
glandis ; the next in common is withinside of the 
prepuce j aud the rarest appearance is on the pxter- 
lat part of the Penis, on parts adjoining to tlie 
"enis, on the corona glandis, and every other part 
I the glans. Sometimes a Chancre will commence 
behind the corona glandis, and spread upon the 
substance of the gtans; but if the glans be not 
affected after this manner (and from its contiguity to 
I part more liable to receive the impression of infec- 
tion, this may be a cause of its being infected) it 
will seldom happen that it will be infected at all ; 
although it be in the way of being most affected, as 
I before observed. 
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On all these parts, when affected by venereal 
fluid, the affection will be a Chancre; but if the 
Chancre be situated behind the froenum, it will 
seldom there excite more discharge or inflammation 
than what may be said to be in consequence of the 
Chancre itself. If it be situated behind the glans, 
amongst the sebaceous glands, or withinside of the . 
prepuce, the former situation will provoke an addi- 
tional discharge from other parts, the same in their '; 
texture, and near to the original seat of infection ; 
and the latter will be swelled, become hard, and 
thickened, sometimes throughout. When a Chancre 
is situated on the skin of any part of the Penis, or 
at the root of the Penis, or about or on the scrotum, 
.the inflammation and thickening of the parts are i 
most commonly confined tu the seat of the Chancre j 
itBelf. But whenever a Chancre appears, and on j 
whataver part it appears, the strongest criterion of a 
true venereal Chancre does not consist so much in a ! 
separate and distinct ocular appearance of a ])alpable f 
ulcer, as it does in that certain thickening of the 
parts which, soon after the first appearance of it, is J 
always to be felt. I am so much guided by the fee] 
of the surrounding parts, in my decision, whenever 
I am to define a suspected ulcer to be a Chancre, or 
not, that if my reputation were at a stake upon a 
pght decision, I would rather trust to my fingers 
ftan to my eyes, provided I had my choice of either^ 
but was debarred from the use of both. 
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I have already observed, that the original symp- 
toms of venereal infection, when it waa first disco- 
vered in Europe^ were not at all changed by time ; 
that the symptoms will always be the same, although 
ao accurate discrimination of them, as the same 
venereal fluid affected different parts, might not 
have been so successfully made by our ancestors 
from want of experience, as they can now be made 
by us. A discrimination of symptoms could never 
have been made with any success at any time, if 
the subject which is attempted to be disicriminated 
were not subservient to one general rule, .or univer- 
sal law. The symptoms, therefore, of this disease, 
or any other, will be the same, as well before we 
are able to discriminate them, as they will be after. 
Although discrimination of symptoms cannot alter 
the symptoms, yet it will not only assist us to under- 
stand them, but also, where it be possible, assist U9 
to cure them, or prepare us to submit to the event 
of. such as cannot be cured. 

In the year 14949 the process of a Chancre is 
thus described by Marcellos Gumanus: " I ob- 
irenred," says he, ^^ many of the Officers and foot 
soldiers at Milan, whilst I was in the camp at Na- 
varre, to have several scabs or pustules breaking out 
on the face, and spreading all over the rest of their 
bodies ; the first of which appeared usually linder 
the preputium, or on the outside, like a grain of 
millet; sometimes behind the glans, with a small 
itching ; at other times a single, pustale would* arise, 
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like a little bladder, without much pain, but itching 
also. If rubbed or scratched, there arises an ulcer, 
corrosive, and something like the sting of an ant." 

Vigo, in 1513, describes them thus: " The Ve- 
nereal Disease has its origin in the genital parts, 
namely, in the Vulva of womeiij and Penis of men. 
There almost always appear small pustules, some- 
times of a livid colour, sometimes black, and some- 
times whitish, with a callosity surrounding them,'* 

I think these quotations sufficiently prove, by in- 
dubitable testimony, that the original symptoms of 
pustule or Chancre were just the same at first as 
they are now; and it does not appear that Astruc, 
who knew more of Lues Venerea than any Author 
which is upon record, and who marked, with the 
exactest accuracy, every particular, has doubted in 
the least but the symptoms at the origin of this dis- 
ease were the same then as when he described them: 
and his description will serve to confirm my position. 

" Chancrous ulcers, from impure venery, are 
small superficial ulcers, very little hollow, round, 
callous, and obstinate, occasioned by the venereal 
poison, which breaks out upon the pudenda. They 
are situated, in either sex, upon different parts of 
the genitals ; in men, frequently upon the internal 
surface of the prepuce, and \jpon the back or the 
sides of the glans ; most frequently upon the corona 
or froenum of the glans ; sometimes, too, upon the 
extremity of the duct of the Urethra ; in women, 
oftentimes upon the internal surface of the labia 
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pudenda, very frequently upon tlie clitoris, the root 
<rf the clitoris, or on the prepuce with which the 
ditoris is covered ; upon the nymphEP, caruncula 
ffiyrtiPormes, and Vagina ; nay, sometimes upon 
tbe extremity of the Urethra, near the lacuoEe. At 
first there arises a small miliary, red, pointed, hot, 
itching pimple, the top of which, by degrees, grows 
whiter, and more even, and at last opens with a 
fmall aperture, from whence a small quantity of 
ichor is dischai^d. The erosion of the Hps conti- 
nuing, the ulcer increases, is dilated, and forms a 
small cavity ; it is surrounded with callosities, 
KOBE OR LESS HARD AND THICK ; it abounds With a 
thick, viscid, tenacious pus. Ulcers of this kind 
difler; first, in situation; for some belong to the 
.glans, as those which occupy its back or convex 
part, or, which is more frequent, the corona ; others 
to the prepuce, as those which cover its internal 
inrface, or its extremity ; lastly, others belong to 
both, as those which are situated here and there 
npon the frrenum, by which the prepuce is con- 
nected to the interior part of tlie gtans. Sometimes 
they are few and distinct, sometimes numerous and 
confluent; sometimes they are crowded together, 
4nd collected in one area; sometimes they surround, 
■with a circular ring, the corona glandis, or the roots 
of the prepuce. Some are of the benign kind, 
vrhich are round, superficial, very little callous, 
white at the bottom, discharge a laudable pus, and 
jhave lips which are neither red nor enlarged ; otheri*, 
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on the contrary, are malignant, of an irregular 
angular figure, with a black, livid, dark, purphsh- 
Coloured cavity, have hard, callous, prominent, red, 
inflamed lips, discharge matter rather of an ichorous 
kind than pus, and spread deep and wide." 

Thus , It appears, that every part of the Penis Is 
;, exposed to the action of venereal virus. The ma- 
, lignancy or the mildness of chancrous ulcers will 
I depend, in the tirst instance, upon their situation ; 
, and in the second, upon the condition of the parts. 
If a Chancre be seated either upon the frcenum, 
upon the internal surface of the prepuce, upon the 
glans, or upon the external cuticular part of the 
~ Penis, the inllammation will not be so general as it 
it be seated behind the corona glandis ; for if the 
sebaceous secretions there be foetid, and out of con- 
dition, previous to the appearance of a Chancre, it 
will be provoked to appear with more inSauimation. 
with more thickening of the parts, and with more: 
malignancy and obstinacy, than if these parts were 
in good condition. The next part where a Chancre 
is seated, which is also susce[)tiblc of additional irri- 
tation, is on the internal surface of the prepuce, and 
this from experience we find will produce an in- 
flammation so extensive as to prevent its being slid 
back, when it is forward; and from being slid for- 
ward, when it is back. 

It very often happens that the sebaceous glands 
yield their secretions so much out of condition, as 
to inflame every part adjoining to them, namely, the 
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gUtii and tlie prepuce, insomuch, that such an ap- 
pearance may be taken for venereal infection. But 
although there will be an excoriation and inflamma- 
tion, in consequence of this state of parts, and some- 
times a thickening of the prepuce, so that it can 
with difficulty be slid back, yet after cleaning the 
parts, no ulcers will be seen similar to chancrous ; 
the inflammation will he more universal from this 
caase ; but by cool diet, and by washing the parts 
with some mild astringent frequently, the whole 
will disappear. 

The date of appearance of Chancres on these 
wrious parts, from the same contraction, will be 
different. For the internal surface will be more 
readily acted upon by venereal virus, than the exter- 
nal; and the virus will more likely be lodged on 
t;ach side of the ircenum, and behind the glans^ 
will more likely remain undisturbed within and 
about the cryptse of the sebaceous glands, than 
Upon the glans, or upon the external parts of the 
prepuce and of the Penis. But if, from the same 
contraction, the virus should find a lodgment on 
the fro5num and about it, behind the glans, upon 
the internal surface of the prepuce, and upon the 
external surface of the Penis, and if the virus should 
remain on these parts, so as to produce Chancres, 
they would not appear all at the same time. The 
first appearance would be behind the frcenum, be- 
hind the glans, and upon the internal surface of the 
prepuce. The appearance of those on the glans, 
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and on the external part of the Penis, will not L« 
until some time after. Chancres, situated behind 
the glans, are not so dangerous to infect the coo- 
Btitution from the absorption of virus, as Chancres 
situated on any other part ; and Chancres situated 
on the skin of the Penis, have, in general, infected 
the coostitution at the very time they are first de- 
tected. I scarcely ever savsf a Chancre on the ex- 
ternal part of the Penis, which did not, in spite of 
mercury, terminate in a bubo ; for the inguinal 
glands have been infiamcd at the moment of time 
the Chancre is fh^t felt, or the virus has past them 
unmolested, and is already acting upon the consti- 
tution. 

With respect to the distance of time from re- 
ceiving the infection to the appearance of Chancres, 
it is too vague to he regularly ascertained, or for any 
general rule to be made out of it. If the Penis, on 
which the virus acts, be exceedingly dry, and all parts 
of it, when in a flaccid state, appear palish, the ' 
virus will not be found so rapid in its action on one 
thus conditioned, as it will on a Penis disposed to a 
rednndant exudation of acrid secretion, and which 
looks red and tumid. The appearance of Chancres 
after connection, in the former instance, will be sis, 
or seven days, or later, on those parts which favour 
the earliest appearance ; and perhaps three weeks or 
a month, on other parts ; and the appearance of 
Chancres, after connection, in the latter instance, 
will be in a day or two, on parts most susceptible of 
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infection. But when a Chancre is detected on the 
iext^rnal skin of a Penis, where the internal surface 
of its prepuce and its sebaceous glands yield a re- 
dundant portion of acrid discharge, I will not take 
-upon me to say that a Chancre so situated, will from 
that cause become more malignant than on the skin 
of a Penis of the former description. 

DEFINITION OP CHANCRES. 

4 * 

I shall state the condition and appearance of Chan-^ 

ere, tinder three separate heads ; but it must not be 

forgotten, that the difference in the appearance of 

Chancre is never owing to a difference in the quality 

of the virus which produces it, for the virus is always 

the same,^but to the length of time that it has acted, 

to the difference of parts on which it is acting, and 

to the condition of the natural health of the. psirts. 

When an incipient Chancre is detected on the free- 

num, as soon as it appears, it will be a little glassy 

acute sore, smooth and even with the rest of the 

surface ; it will be very sensible of a smarting pain 

upon being rubbed, or from slipping back the pre* 

puce. And when it is detected behind the corona 

gland is, at its first appearance, it will be found to 

have excoriated the thin covering of the part where 

it is situated, and will appear also either shining, 

and in a small circumscribed circle, orr it will inflame 

at some distance around it. A Chancre, thus seated, 

will not be so painful as the former. Sometimes 
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there will be many of them appear, at first very dis- 
tinct, which will in time run into each other, just 
as though the virus received, from uncleanliness, bad 
never been washed off, but had acted upon the 
cryptse of the sebaceous glands, and had ulcerated 
the whole of them. When a Chancre is found upon 
the internal part of the prepuce, it will there appear 
as a little pustule, such as I have described in my 
quotation from former Authors. The cause of its 
appearance always as a pustule, containing a watery 
fluid, is, that the thin cuticle which covers the in- 
ternal part of the prepuce is yet thicker than on the 
fi:cenum and behind the glans, but nothing like so 
thick and substantial as the cuticle on the external 
part of the Penis, but yet thick enough not to be 
destroyed before a Chancre upon it may be detected. 
At the first appearance of a Chancre there, it will 
be found to itch and to smart, and when the cuticle 
is destroyed, an ulcer will be seen, and the surround- 
ing part will be somewhat thickened. 

The first appeasance of Chancre, both on the ex- 
ternal ]Kirt of the Penis, as well as on the glans Penis, 
will plainly point out that which I am endea%'ourin[j 
now to make appear, namely, that one description 

WILL NOT ANSWER FOR THE APPEARANCE OF ChAN- 
CRE ON EVERY PART, IT WILL ONLY ANSWER FOR 
THE APPEARANCE OF EVERY ChANCRE ON PARTS OT 
[ THE SAME NATURE ; AND STILL THERE WILL BE A 
. REFERENCE TO THE PREVIOUS CONDITION OF THE 
NATURAL HEALTH OF THE SAME PARTS. Wllen a 
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Chancre appears on the skin of the Penis, it will be 
s red, hard, round pimple, with streaks of red lead-* 
ing from it ; it will be in this state for some time, 
nd the parts about it will appear at first thickened, 
liut will harden also by degrees. It will sometimes 
xiot open, and yield a discharge for a considerable 
'time after it be detected, and 1 have known it to 
remain in this indolent state for more than a month, 
'^W^hen it does discharge, it will be a thin ichor, and 
it will be found to shew a strong disposition to ufce- 
rate, and the parts around will inflame and redden. 
It is neither so smarting as a Chancre on the interrf^l 
part of the prepuce or on the froenum, and nothing 
like so rapid in its progress as those which I have 
before described. A Chancre on the glans Penis, 
considering how much that pa^rt is exposed to infec- 
tion, is^very rare; I mean a Chancre not connected 
with the prepuce, but one which arises solely out 
of the glans. The cuticle of it will be raised, and 
% fluid will be discovered under it, as if it were con- 
fined within a bladder ; and when this membrane is 
broken, and the fluid discharged, there will be^a red 
spot remaining, which will hx process of time be- 
come an ulcer, but it appears to be very slow in its 
action. The external orifice of the Urethra will be 
sometimes the seat of a Chancre, and which is also 
very slow in its action. But Chancres which are 
found on the corona glandis, are generally chancrous 
spreadings of venereal ulcers, which began behind 
the glans^ and therefore their origin belongs not to 



the corona glandis, but to the sebaceous parts behind 
the glans. 

If the progressive course of Chancres be left un- 

[ interrupted, some parts will be sooner destroyed 
than others, and some concomitant symptoms of an 
alarming nature will be found to await on Chancres 
in one situation, that cannot happen from Chancres 

I in another, although they may be ail contracted at 

1 the same time, and although the predisposing con- 
stitutional affection be exactly equal in its influence 
on all. No person who reHecls for a moment, can 

I fiiil of seeing a difference in the effects of a Chancre 
proceeding to destroy parts about the corona glandis, 
and behind the corona glandis, and in the effects of 
a Chancre proceeding to destroy internal parts of 
the prepuce only, or in the effects of a Chancl-e i>ro- 
ceading to destroy the frceiium, or in the effects of 
a Chanore proceeding to destroy the covering skin 
bf the Penis. The action of the first must always 
be considered not only more serious, as relative to 
the preservation of the member itself, but the lite 
of the patient may be sometimes at hazard ; for if i 
the Chancre has began mild, because the parts on 
which it is continuing its action, were in a sound 
state, yet the progress of it will only be lengthened 
from that cause, it will still proceed, and find its 
way into the corpora cavernosa, the corpus spongio- 
Bum, and the Urethra: so that it will not only de- 
stroy the I'enis, but in its destruction sometimes an 
hcemorrhage will be experienced, which will en- 
danger the immediate life of the patient. 
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This will be the consequence of virus Left to act on 
this part, if the whole of the parts were previously in 
a healthful condition, but if the parts .were previously 
not in a healthful condition, the symptoms of vene? 
real infection would be proportionably more rapid, 
more aggravated, and more dangerous, for a mortir 
fication might ensue, and the whole substance of the 
Penis might be destroyed, before any assistance 
coald be brought through tnedical aid to release it 
from the ravage of the virus, when connected With 
a previous constitutional derangement of the parts. 

It necessarily follows, where a Chancre on one 
part will produce all its worst effects, that if it had 
(alien on another part, the worst effects would have 
been produced by it there also. But if a Chancre 
be situated on the internal part of the prepuce, it 
willonly destroy that loose substance; or if it pro- 
ceed to greater lengths, the whole of the prepuce 
might be spared without a feel for the loss of it; and 
the frcenum also might be spared : if it proceed to 
destroy the under part of the glans, and to penetrate 
into the Urethra, that inconvenience may be com- 
pounded with ; if it proceed to destroy the skin of the 
Penis, it will there be like an ulcer which is venereal 
on any other part of the skin. The danger from an 
ulcer thus situated does not consist in the mischief it 
can locally produce, but in the inevitable power there 
i^, through it, of the virus being conveyed to the in- 
guinal glands and into the constitution. These being 
not only the partial effects of particular Chancres, act- 
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iDg on particular jiarts, but also the general effects of 
all Cliancres acting on every part, 1 shall just remark, 
that before tliey arrive to this stage, they will be 
found to be acting progressively as Chancres, diffe- 
rent from each other on different parts, but siiiiilar 
always in their consequences on similar [)3rts. 

In the progression of Chancres situated behind 
the glans, the appearance of tliem will be' like an 
honey-comb : and if the same Chancre spread, so 
as to extend to the corona glandis, which is con- 
tiguous to it, the appearances on the one and on 
the other will be widely different ; for that part of 
the Chancre situated on the corona glandis will not 
be so eaten down as the other, and will be apthous 
at its base, the edges of it will bleed, and they will 
not thicken like the edges on the sebaceous parts. 
When the white apthous appearance at the base 
becomes clean, the cavity, which is made by the 
destruction of the Chancre, does not fill up, but the 
loss will be always apparent. In the progress of 
ulceration, the froenum will be often eaten away: 
but that which is destroyed of the prepuce will be 
again supplied, unless it be of very great extent, 
and then the prepuce will become so contracted, as 
to continue to be a stricture on the glans. An ulcer 
on this part is seldom or never apthous, but of an 
honey-comb nature, and eating deep into the sur- 
face; and so will an ulcer also on the external skin 
of the Penis. 

There is one symptom of a venereal ult-erj which 
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i^ common to all, and which is particuliar to a vene- 
real ulcer, namely, that it will be surrounded by a 
thickening of the partsy and as long as this thicken- 
ing remains, so long is the ulcer proceeding to de^ 
stroy the parts, or the virus is proceeding into the 
constitution by absorption. Although it be neces- 
sary to treat on tho Avhole of the consequences that 
may happen ffom venereal Chancres, and although 
it be necessary to ascertain the utmost local devas- 
tation that may be committed by therh, yet these 
appearances do not always occur; when they do, 
tbey bring with them enough to alarm us for the 
consequences, and enough to excite us to employ 
our attention to guard against them. But this most 
general symptom of a thickening and induration of 
the surrounding parts must ever excite our atten- 
tion, as an object which refers to future constitu- 
tional infection ; for if the Chancre heal, and a 
hardness remain, it will either break out again, when 
the constitution becomes infected, or the hardness 
will still be increased, as ominous and indicative of 
il constitutional infection. This symptom, therefore, 
will always explain, by its presence, that the local 
infection is not radically removed; and by its absence, 
that it is. If by embracing the part which was the 
seat of the Chancre, the appearance be thin, so that 
the finger and thumb do almost meet, the cure may 
then be concluded to be perfect; but if a hardness 
and thickness reniain, although it be healed, and if 
there be a sca\e upon the part where the Chancre 
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was, then the case must be deemeH as not cured, 
and as requiring much more to be done for it. This 
observation cannot be too closely attended to; for, 
depend upon it, a Chancre will sometimes heal, and 
yet the virus will not be extinguished. 

During the inflammatory state of the glans and 
prepuce, which is often excited by Chancres, both 
these parts, aa also the frcenum, will be subject to 
hydatids, or crystalhnes, — The blood vessels, in this 
instance, are not only turgid, but also the lympha- 
ticks become so beyond measure from obstructing 
lymph, and therefore the lympli will forcibly transude 
the over-distended vessels, and be collected under 
the cuticle, in one or more hydatids, or crystalline 
vesicles, prominent^ broad, or narrew, jyst in pro- 
pt)rtion to the quantity of lymph collected. These 
vesicles will be filled with a fluid, thin or thick, 
pellucid or opaque, according to the quality of that 
which transudes. If the vesicles remain long entire, 
I at length you wUl find them become flatulent ; for 
' the airy bubbles which are blended with the trans- 
uded Ivmph, as in ail other fluids, being by tbe 
continued force of the inflammatory heat by degrees 
let loose, wiU occupy the space of the lymphous 
fluid which is constantly and gradually evaporating. 
Every injury done to the prepuce is observed to pro- 
duce, in some measure, a redundancy of accumulated 
lymph. 

Sometimes, in consequence of high inflammation, 
and at other times in consequence of former Chan- 
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ere, when inflammation has not been high, and even 
after as much mercury has been thrown into the 
constitution as can be warranted by the warmest 
expectations, there will yet remain hard chords, 
which are indolent and uninflammable. At length 
they may or may not inflame, become painful, and 
discover signs of a malignant disposition. — These 
will be found upon the froenum, behind the glans, 
upon the pendulous part of the prepuce, upon any 
external part of the Penis, and also upon the scrotum. 
When not inflamed, they will bear touching, and 
will be found as hard as a dried pea. If they can- 
not be discussed, they should all be extirpated before 
they discover signs of malignancy. 

DEFINITION OF WARTS. 

Warts or porri are generally found behind the 

glans, upon the glans, about the froenum, and ^ome' 

times within the internal part of the prepuce ; but 

their chief seat is behind the glans, and Upon the 

glans, most commonly beginning behind the glans. 

They spring up in consequence of porous exudation, 

and are always the effect of a redundant exudation 

from the sebaceous glands. They are animal mush-^ 

tooms, and will be found to grow out of these parts, 

independent of any venereal infection. The same 

cause which now and then produces a change in the 

condition of the sebaceous secretions, by which the 

whole of the parts will partake of a temporary in- 
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flammation, when there are no warts, will, by such 
a change in the condition of the sebaceous secretions, 
produce a temporary inflammation when there are^ 
warts, and then their condition will be aggravating, 
and productive of much foetor, pain, and inconve- 
nience; for the warts will become moist, will harbour 
fluid, will increase and turn into a bushy appearance, 
and will yield a nauseous discharge of fcetid mucus^ 
mixed with blood — they will bleed at the touch, 
cause the prepuce to be slid back with pain and dif- ' 
ficulty, almost deprive the possessor of venereal in- 
tercourse, and will, to a certainty, absorb any mois- 
ture that may come in the way of them. 

If they be not originally venereal, they will be 
sure to become so, whenever a chance of contracting 
the disease readily offers. I do not know a more 
difficult, more nice, and more critical state of a case 
than this, prima facie to be truly decided upon. For 
a redundant exudation, and that exudation vitiated 
from any cause, will certainly produce these eflfectg 
independent of virus; and the linen will be as much 
stained at times, as if the patient had a virulent 
Gonorrhoea, in its worst stage. And also when the 
warts were previously dry, and when they were sup- 
ported by a little stem, after they have imbibed 
venereal virus, they will, from that cause, degenerate 
into a virulent state. They will also, from either a 
venereal cause, or any other, continue thus for a 
long while, appearing better by dry repellents, worse 
from an omission of them, and from high living; 
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for if they be supported by a venereal cause, as long 
as they continue to yield so plenteous a discharge, 
absorption of virus will not be so rapid in its pro- 
gress, no more than it will from a Gonorrhoea in 
the Urethra ; but these effects will continue to be- 
(fome more and more troublesome, as I have seen, 
for twelve months at least, and no other venereal 
symptom has arisen out of them ; notwithstanding, 
at length, they have been cured through mercurial 
friction, when nothing besides could effect it. 

I am convinced, it is owing to a plenteous dis- 
charge, that, in these cases, other venereal symp- 
toms, when warts are venereal, do not so readily 
appear. As long as a discharge continues, unchecked 
by repellents, and as long as no mercury has been 
at the same time administered, I do not think other 
lymptoms will- appear ; for whenever absorption 
does take place, either from this original cause, or 
from a Chancre, the discharge from either will no 
longer be yielded with freedom. In a Chancre the 
dischairge will be considerably baulked, the Chancre 
will remain stationary, hard, and dry, and if it 
spread, there will not be a proportionate discharge 
to its increasing size ; or if it heal, the process is 
never found to be kindly; there will be an ungracious 
malignant hardness remaining, and a short time 
wiH make apparent and confirm the lurking sus- 
picions which such insidious symptoms excite. 
' I have already stated, that the distance, in point 
of time, of the appearance of Chancres upon parts. 
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when they are all contracted from one coDoection, 
will be according to the nature of the parts on which 
they appear, and on which the process of them is 
proceeding ; I have stated, that the coverings of 
aotne parts are thinner than the coverings of others; 
and that thf: thinner the covering of any part is, the 
sooner will virus lodging upon it, destroy itj thereby 
producing an earlier Chancre, with the exception 
of glans, and that can be accounted for by knowing 
that the glans is a mucous surface, similar to the 
Urethra: i have also stated, that parts concealed, 
and parts the least in the way of being rnbbed upon, 
are parts the most liable to harbour and entertain 
uninterruptedly the venereal fluid, so that its action 
will be more generally, found, to a greater certainty, 
in a shorter space of time, and in. a more multiplied 
degree, on such parts, than where the fluid has 
found a lodgment by accident; and where, when it 
is found to act, it is also proved to be an uncommon 
occurrence, and which is to be considered as a cir- 
cumstance out of the ordinary vvay in expectation. 

When we find many Chancres surrounding the 
parts behind the corona glandis, we see the natural 
consequences which may be expected from a pro- 
miscuous connection, and frony an omission of 
washing them ; and even when those parts are 
washed, we often afterwards detect a lurking Chan- 
cre behind the froenum, because the washing was 
slovenly done. Some virus might have been left 
also upon the skin of the Penis, and which, when 



it bt not washed away, will lay the foundation for 
a ftitare Chancre there. But if from the same cpn* 
nection, there should be virus lodged behind the 
glansy and virus lodged also upon the skin of the 
Penis, and if the virus act effectually on both these 
parts, I will take upon me to say there will be a 
distance of many days between their appearance; 
for that on the Penis will be long after that behind 
the /glans, before it be discovered, if the eye coaM 
be possibly as intent upon the part where a Chancre 
will be, as it can where it has already been detected. 

I have before stated, that the first local attacks of 
renereal virus, are only so far confined to the Penis 
in man, and the privities in woman, as the usual 
mode of contracting and carrying on the infection 
is through that channel. But there are other chan- 
nels by which the infection will find ifts way from 
one subject to another, for it is the local naode of 
infection that I am proceeding to treat upon. 

It must not be forgotten, that venereal fluid re* 
ceived from another subject, will produce local 
venereal effects upon other parts besides these of 
generation ; that important truth is too obvious, too . 
commonly known, to be considered a new truth, 
and too well recorded in conjunction with a train of 
such continued, severe, and exacerbated symptoms 
as cannot otherwise be found throughout the whole 
of the history of cases, which have been given of the 
progress of Lues Venerea. 
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My present purpose is to explain some important 
theoretic points in the nature of this disease, narnely, 

- — THAT VENEREAL FLUID PRODUCED THROUGH IN- 
FECTION IMPARTED BY ANOTHER SUBJECT, WILL BE 
HARBILESS TO THE SUBJECT WHO SECRETES IT. TbAT 
VENEREAL FLUID THUS PRODUCED, NEITHER GENE- 
RALLY NOR PARTICULARLY, WILL EVER ACT TO THE 
PREJUDICE OF THAT SUBJECT WHOSE SECRETION IT 
19 ; WHEN IT APPEARS AND WHEN IT 19 KNOWN, THAT 
VENEREAL FLUID OF ONE SUBJECT BY BEING IM- 
PARTED TO ANOTHER SUBJECT, AND IIY THERE RE- 
MAINING SO THAT SUCH FLUID MAY TAKE EFFECT, IS 
THE ONLY MEANS THROUGH WHICH THE VENEREAL 
DISEASE CAN BE PROPAGATED, AND CAN BE SUV- 
POBTED. 

I shall, for the further elucidation of what I am 
hereafter to offer, make a few observations upon the 
liability of every part to receive a local infection of 
Lues Venerea by other means than venereal in- 
tercourse betwixt the sexes, when by any extraor- 
dinary manner the venereal fluid of one subject is 
conveyed, and left to act upon another. 
, In the rare case ivhich I gave of a Gonorrhoea of , 
the eye, and where the eye was lost *, it evidently 
ap|)eared that it arose from accident, and that it was 
produced through the application of venereal fluid 
of another subject to that part; for the subject who 
lost his eye through it, had knowledge of a woman 
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before he went home, and when he 
washing his eyes, because they were 
■»veak, as he had been in the habit of doing, with 
Jnis own urine, he by that means imparted to his eye 
^^ome of that venereal fluid which was imparted to 
^lim just before by the infected woman. The eye 
^yegan to inflame before tlie venereal stimulus was 
discovered in the Urethra, and each Gonorrhoea 
%fter kept its own course : and although botli of Jiis 
eyes were washed, as both were weak, yet only one 
of them became thus infected, because none of the 
iiuld of the woman, by being all consumed on the 
eye infected, or by some other failure in the action 
of the venereal fluid, took effect on the othfer eye*. 
Venereal fluid, imparted from another subject, has 
the power of producing a Chancre upon the skin; 
and when it is there lodged, and remains uninter- 
Tupted, it does produce it. In general, after exa- 
mining women, or delivering women who have a 
Chancre, or a Gonorrhoea, the hands are washed : it 
does not follow, therefore, that that which is possi- 
ble to happen will happen, because the hands are 

* I read in a publication of the late Mr. Ware, that in a pa- 
tient's case of Egyptian Opthalmy, he examined him to see if he 
had a GonorrhiBa Penis, to discover if he had infected his eye in 
that way. Mr. Wai'e, who entertained such a theory, and every 
body else who does, ouglit to kiiow, without being told, that 
boys and girls who have a Gonorrhcea make iiiie of their liandker- 
cbie& indiscriroinately, and that they never infect their own~^e» 
from their own venereal fluid. 
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generally waBlied, and the adhering virus is by this 
act removed. But when there h»s been a cut or « 
sore upon the finger, in that case, notwitlistandine; 
the washing of the hands, and notwilh standing the 
insignificance of the cut or sore, for if it were imjx>r- 
tant, it would certainly be from that cause bound 
np, the subtilty of the fluid has taken in many in- 
stances efiect, a Chancre lias been produced in eon- 
sequence, and that Chancre has been seldom known 
to be cured, without a more decisive action of mer- 
cury, tlian where the infection hath been contracted 
in the usual manner, and on the usual parts. I 
know four practitioners in midwifery who have ex- 
perienced this condition, and the case of one of them 
became so desperate as to baffle all art for nearly se- 
ven years ; when, during tliat time, all the medical 
men of this and other countries were employed to i(, 
■ A tooth in transplantation, which was selected for 
its beauty, and for its soundness, and which to the 
individual who first possessed it, was to all intents 
harmless in its original situation, and which, although 
the subject who originally possessed it was venereally 
infected, would have never, as a venereal tooth, been 
.prcKluctive of ill effects to that infected subject who 
'Was the original possessor; yet by this same tooth 
being transplanted into the socket of another subject, 
the local venereal infection was immediately spread, 
,B general ulceration of the surrounding parts did 
foUoW) and Lues Venerea was aooner conrtitutiowJIi 
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imparted in this instance also^ than in the common 
and ordinary mode of its being communicated *. 

I mean to infer from what I have advanced^ that 
lay the local application of the infected fluid of one 
subject so remaining upon another as to have an op- 
2K>rtunity of taking effect, it will always take effect 
C3n any part — ^that it will from the law of poisons be 
a necessary consequence. And I mean to infer, as 
I shall explain hereafter, that the local fluid of Go* 
norrhoea or Chancre of a subject thiis only locally 
infected either with the one or with the other, will 
not nor cannot venereally infect any other part, to 
which it can be applied of the same subject. In 
other words, I mean to say, that venereal fluid, so far 
as it refers to the same subject, and so far as it may 
be suspected to be capable of acting upon, and of 
producing either Chancre or Gonorrhcea, or both, 
when conveyed to another part of the same subject, 
in such a manner that it would, if it could produce 
them, will not produce them.- 
' gonorrhceal fluid on the same subject, se- 
creted by the same subject, never produces.a 
Chancre on the same subject; and chancrous 

FLUID ON THE SAME SUBJECT, SECRETED BY' THE 
SABfE SUBJECT, NEVER PRODUCES A (jONORRHGBA. 

Those who from constant observation have de- 
clared, that the original cause which produced a Go- 

I r . 

* Sip Williaip Watson gave a. strong case of this sort in the 
London Medical Transactions. See also " Observations on the 
New Opinions of John Hunter, Part III. pp. 174— 205. 
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norrhcea and Chancre was not the same, were led to 
this opinion from observing, if they were produced 
by the same virus, the natural conseqr-encea, in their 
(pinions, must have been, that chancrous fluid, 
when it was within contact of the Urethra, would 
generate Gonorrhcea ; and that the continued lodg- 
ment of fluid from a Gonorrhcea upon the glans, 
withinside of the prepuce, and around the corona 
glandis, must to a certainty produce at least those 
symptoms which are found to be produced from one 
single connection held with a venereal subject, so 
locally diseased as to impart them. The fact is cer- 
tain, that the one does not arise out of the other; 
but the manner in which they attempted to account 
for it was not the true one. Their observation, that 
one symptom did not arise out of another upon the 
same subject, was right; but their denial, that the 
first cause of the two symptoms were the same, that 
they originated from the same fluid, was wrong. 
They reasoned to account for an evident and palpa- 
ble truth upon false premises. Their candour would 
not permit them to withhold the fact, although they 
could not rightly account for it. They saw a truth 
in common occurrence, which they wanted to ex- ** 
plain, but could not explain. 

Others seeing that the fluid from Gonorrhea did 
not produce Chancre, naturally concluded, because 
it possessed not the power of producing any local 
effect, no constitutional infection could be imparted 
from it. Even amongst those who admitted, for 
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instance, that the infection from both was the same^ 
some of that opinion could not be brought to be- 
lieve, that the constitution could ever be infected 
through Gonorrhoea, because they found it did not 
produce Chancre as the fluid passed out of tlie Ure- 
thra and lodged on the parts without the Urethra. 
For, say they, if this fluid possesses a power of in- 
fecting, prove to us that it locally does so, before 
we are requested to grant to you that it can, or 
does constitutionally infect? And for this reason, 
a Gonorrhoea has been pronounced by them to be 
harmless in its nature, to be alilcc to any other in- 
flammatory attack, having no relation to virulence, 
for that it could not produce another venereal local 
symptom, and in the end cured itself. But fortu- 
nately for the truth of the question, some of that 
opinion to which I last alluded, have proved to 
their conviction by experiments, that gonorrhoeal 
and chaocrous fluids are from the same .origin. 

Where these exjjeriments have been tried, the 
result of them has not been accordant with inten- 
tion, but dependent upon accident ; where gonor- 
rhoeal fluid has been taken from one subject and in- 
serted into another, there a Chancre has been the 
consequence; but where gonorrhoeal fluid has beeQ 
taken and inserted into another part of the same " 
subject, there no Chancre would or could have been 
produced by it — no more than it can or does pro- 
duce a Chancre any where about the parts of the 



166 CHANCRE. 

Penis from the natural and continued flux of the go- 
norrhoea! fiuid from the Urethra. 

Those who tried these experiments with the idea 
of ascertaining and confirming that Gonorrhcea and 
Chancre were produced from the same virus, were 
more at a loss thun ever — were wider from the mark 
in accounting for the reciprocal innocency of these 
fluids, when found in their natural action upon the 
same subject — for their experiments brought them 
to confess, that the same fluid does indiscriminately 
produce both symptoms, and that the distinction 
between them consists only in the anatomical dis- 
tinction of the parts on which the fluid is secreted. 
They of course knew this fact, but still the result of 
their experiments was at variance with the natural 
progress of both fluids upon the same subject. 1 
have ever condemned this mode of ascertaining facts. 
An experiment made upon a principle in error, can 
only be an echo of that principle in error. It ap- 
pears from this instance, that experiments in their 
result ought to be with caution listened to — for as 
these were originally founded in error, as they were 
injudiciously planned from the very beginning, whe- 
ther they succeeded in proving the two fluids to be 
the same or not, that success depending upon the 
accidental and precarious circumstance of the expe- 
riment being made out of the fluid of the same 
subject, or that of another, they could not have ever 
been successful in iixing their fact, nor in proving 
why gonorrhoeal fluid and chancrous fluid were 
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baroftleBs to the same subject who secreted them. 
For the experiments which prove gonorrhoea! and 
cban^^Fous floids to be the same^ are not calculated 
to account for the innocent action of both upon the 
subject who secretes them. There cannot be the 
least doubt but they were induced to make these ex- 
periments solely because they saw that gonorrhoea! 
fluid did not produce Chancre on the same subject ; 
but in their attempt to explore the true cauae^ they 
offered a violence to Nature, and the common order 
of the case, by referring to another subject for the 
proof of that which was particular to the same sub- 
ject^ which other subject, in this instance, ought to 
have been totally out of the question. 

If they had followed the dictates of the natural ac- 
tioQ of the poison, if they had watched the eflects, 
if they bad traced efiects up to the cause, and if they 
had scrupulously informed themselves of those which 
iu a common course of the natural operation of the 
poison were the most obvious and natural occur- 
rences — this would have been the result of such an 
attentive and watchful observation. 

They would have found from examining the wo- 
man who infected the man, after repeated proofs 
from repeated facts j that the two fluids were the 
same in their nature, and that the distinction be- 
tween them was only a difierence in the action of the 
same poison on different anatomical parts. — They 
would have also been convinced beyond a doubt, 
that gonorrhosal fluid on the same subject wotdd 
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not produce a Chancre^ and that no one Chtncie 
would produce another Chancre on the same sub- 
ject ; but that if there be one or ten Chancres upon 
the same subject^ and upon a variety of anatomical 
parts^ if some appeared early and others late^ ev e r y 
one of them were contracted and produced from the 
fluid which was imparted by the infecting subject. 
And farther^ they would have been convinced that a 
Gonorrhoea was never found to have been produced 
from the fluid of Chancre on the same subject. 
They would have seen a Chancre making its way 
upon the glans into the very aperture^ eating away 
the commissures of the Urethra^ and no Gonorrhoea 
ever produced in consequence. 

By thus watching the natural action- of the poison^ 
and its natural and relative progress^ they would 
have seen the extent of the power of it in the strong- 
est light. By departing from this natural action^ 
and this natural and relative progress of the poison^ 
and by going in consequence into outrageous expe*- 
riment^ Ihey turned themselves out of the only path 
which could have conducted them onward in the way 
to truth. 

They have all along avoided meeting the whole of 
the question fairly, for those misgiving sceptics have 
been only seen to doubt one half of the question ; 
they have all of them confined their doubts to Go- 
norrhoea being the same in origin as Chancre, that 
Gonorrhoea would ever produce a Chancre after any 
nianner whatever, because no Chancre broke out in 
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f Gonorrhoea upon the same subject. 

?ver heard to say a syllable upon the 

' question^ which is much the 

aC confirmation of my declaration, 

.aAT one Chancre on the same subject 

..OT PRODUCE ANOTHER ChANCRE, NOR WILL 
A PRODUCE A GoNORRH(£A. 

But now it remains for me to place the truth in a 
more conspicuous view, if it be necessary or possible, 
thiin I have yet hitherto done, I have shewn, and 
I trust the fact is satisfactorily established, that if 
the disease be imparted from one subject to another, 
from a sobgect infected to a sound subject, it is only 
necessaiy that the fluid from the infected subject 
should come into contact with any part of a sound 
subject, that by suffering it there to remain undis- 
turbed, a possibility for infection will be given.— 
and by this means it has the power of acting even 
upon sound skin. But I do not exact so much as 
this in my postulatum. I only desire the belief of 
common facts, that from a cut or sore upon the fin- 
ger, practitioners in midwifery have been infected 
in consequence of their examining women who were 
pregnant, and who at the same time possessed one 
of the two symptoms, or both Gonorrhoea and 
Chancre. I trust that none of us are in want of 
further arguments to convince us, that the venereal 
poison may be propagated by inoculating a sound 
subject with the venereal fluid of a subject locally 
infected; and that it is from the want of opportunity 
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\ on\yy and not from the impossibility of the case, 
subjects are not thus more commonly infected. But 
in the observations which I am now about to offer, 
it will be apparent tliat the opportunity is always 
present, but that the ability never is. 

If it were possible that our own venereal secre- 
tions could infect ourselves, how few young men or 
women could escape such action, when the gonor- 
rhocal and chancrous fluids are discharged in such 
profusion for weeks or months, and when the pa- 
tient is in the constant habit of fingering them ? 
Where a pimple or a cut may absorb them ? Where 
that which is received by the linen would infect, 
and where it would, to a moral certainty, if it were 
jjossible, how does it come to pass, that we find no 
instance of it upon record ? Where the same fin- 
gers which handled these parts are applied to the 
lips, the nose, and the eyes ? Where, from the slo- 
venliness of some, and the poverty of others, the 
same handkerchief is often emiiloyed to receive the 
dischai^e, and to wipe the nose, the eyes, and the 
face ? Where are the instances in consequence of 
this unwary indulgence of the experiment, if that 
any consequences of other infection, on other parts 
of the same subject, could be produced ? 1 say for 
myself, I never saw infection fairly transferred after 
tliis manner ; and I never read or heard of a case 
where it was clearly proved to be so. But if the 
infection could be transferred iu this manner, who 
could escape infection on other parts through the 
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fflfeeting fluid diadiarged for a continuance of time? 
These arguments are referable to the same unwary 
inckilgence of the infection of not only gonorrhoea! 
and ehancrous fluids^ but also of the fluid from a 
bubo. I have rubbed these fluids on the sores of the 
same subject over and over again, and never have 
been able to trace the smallest efiect from them. 

I shall reserve what I have more to say upon this 
question for the occasion which calls for it, and 
where it will also plainly tend to confirm and illus- 
trate, in a constitutional sense, the natural action of 
the venereal poison. 

ON CHANCRE IN WOMAN. 

Woman, as the counterpart of venereal connec- 
tion with man, is exposed to similar venereal afTec- 
tions> but from the different structure of the parts, 
the same symptoms on woman will not be attended 
by such violent effects as they will be on man. The 
simplicity of the construction of their parts, and the 
parts being more exposed, together with the general 
temperance of a woman, prevent her being subject 
to those dangerous consequences which are often ex- 
perienced by a man. No Chancre any where on the 
private parts of a woman can produce such effects as 
a malignant Chancre on the Penis of. a man. But a 
woman is not exposed to a Chancre so frequently as 
a man, and it is not found so much in common with 
her as Gonorrhoea. There are two reasons for this 
— the one is, that the parts within the labia are se- 
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creting surfaces, and are more disposed to take on 
the symptoms of Gonorrhoea and to be inflamed, 
when the Vagina is infected ; and the other is, that 
the Penis deposits most commonly the infecting 
fluid beyond the parts susceptible of Chancre ; for 
when a woman has a Chancre, it is generally on the 
labia, although sometimes on the outer part of the 
nyraphse and clitoris. A Chancre may also be situ- 
ated where the perinoeum divides to form the labia. 
The nature and relative importance of a Chancre 
in woman, as referring to constitutional afiections, 
being exactly counterparts of the same complaints 
in man, I shall not dwell long upon this head. A 
Chancre neglected, or a Chancre acting upon habita 
predisposed to aggravate venereal symptoms, will be 
found to become desperate and malignant, not from 
any difference in the virus, but from a difference in 
the constitution on which it is acting. From the 
delicacy of the female nature, especially those of 
them who are infected, the mortification is most se- 
verely felt; symptoms of high inflammation will offer 
it) practice, the Labia wiU require great attention, 
I and a Chancre bordering on the Perinceum will, in 
' consequence of the flow of urine upon it, be a diffi- 
cult case for cure. Nothing is more common to be ' 
said, and nothing can be more founded in igaorance 
when it is said, than the observation which we often 
hear — that because a man finds he has a maUgnant 
set of Chancres, attended with all the aggravating 
eircum^ances poi^^ible, a woman who infected him 
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must necessarily also possess symptoms equally at 
least, if not more malignant. This is not necessa- 
rily so; a woman might, from a very small dis- 
charge, and when t1i(;re is no inflammation, infect a 
man, who will be, in consequence, as severely at- 
tacked as it is possible for him to be. And this is 
just also in analogy with the Small-Pox — one may- 
be inoculated from the fluid of another who died of it, 
and the one inoculated may have the disease in the 
mildest form. It is generally owing to the idiosyn- 
cracy of the individual who possesses a disease, there- 
fore, and not to the subject who imparted it, whether 
a disease be mild or malignant, rapid or slow, mortal 
or safe. And independent of this idiosyncracy, it 
may also be owing to the bare condition of health ; 
as from intemjjerate habits, sometimes the symp- 
toms will be more severe than they would otherwise 
have been on the same subject at another season, 
when he had not committed intemperance. 

What t have lately so much dwelt upon, namely, 
that our own venereal secretions are harmless to our- 
selves, holds as good, and is as strongly confirmed by 
referring to Gonorrhcea and Chancre in woman, aa it 
does in man, and, if possible, it is more confirmed, 
for the discharge is more diflTused, and more lodged 
about the parts ; and the skiu of a woman is much 
softer and thinner than that of a man. Now, if 
from one single introduction of a wounded finger of 
a Midwife, the disease can be imparted to another, 
or if one single venereal connection of a man, the 
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disease, as it is, can be imparted — 
certain would the constant flux of venereal dischatge, 
during a Gonorrhoea, jtroduce a Chancre on the 
same individual, on any part where the fluid may be 
attached, if it were by the law of Nature possible to 
be effected, or a Chancre a Gonorrhoea *. 

AsTRUC, the very indefatigable and very ingenious 
AsTRUC, ha3 never lost sight of any circumstance 
which has occurred to him, either from personal ob- 
Eervation, or from that of others, Aud Astrucj 
says, — " The disease is contracted by the introduc- 
tion of the finger or hand into the place containi- 
nated by a venereal nicer crt" efflux ; by examining, 
for instance, venereal ulcers with a fiager, or dis- 
charging the midwife's: office towards an infected 
woman, especially if the Surgeon's finger, or Mid- 
life's hands have any wound or fissure, by which the 
poison may be more easily imbibed." 

So Anthony GallIjs relates, that he knew a mid- 
wife, who, by delivering a woman ill of the French 
Disease, was taken with it herself. So the Surgeon 
who translated CflifRLES Musitanus into French, in 
his notes upon the fourth chapter of the second 
book, has produced two cases of the same kind, and 
so well attested, that both of them seem to be un- 
questionably true. So James Varcellinus, in his 



' Mr. John Hunter deuied that a new-born infant infected 

I with Lues Vunere^i was infected in Utero, and asserted tliat ihii 

Infant so infecieri leci'ivcd the infection in its passage throi 

the Vagina of ilio diseased mollicr. 
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Treatise de Pudendorum Morbis, et Lue Venerea, 
declares, that he knew a youth, who being afraid of 
having to do with an infected woman, only wan- 
tonly griped the pudenda with one of his hands, and 
yet that hand swelled very much, and he afterwards 
broke out all over in pustules, so that he had liked 
to have suffered from a confirmed disease, for a very 
transitory enjoyment, if he had not called in the 
physical art to his assistance. 

A Stm^eon of eminence in this metropolis invited 
me to a sight of his patient, whom he is now attend^ 
ing for a venereal ulcer on his right fore-finger* 
The patient is a tooth-drawer ; he had a sore upon 
his finger, which became venereaUy infected by 
drawing the tooth of a man who was constituttonally 
infected with the Venereal Disease. These instances 
have been, and are so common, that if I were to go 
about collecting the whok of them, they would be 
infinite. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



ON BUBO. 



The doctrine of lymphaticks being a system of 
absorbing vessels, every where dispersed upon the 
skill and the internal surfaces of parts, brings more 
assistance with it to lead us onward, not only to ac- 
count for the progress of Lues Venerea into the con- 
stitution, but also for the progress of its antidote 
(mercury) into the constitution, and thereby affect- 
ing it, by the same channel, by the same method 
of conveyance. It is in reality by the absorption 
and progress of venereal and other poisonSj that the 
doctrine of lymphaticks has been farther conBrmed. 
The lactcals were discovered, traced, and their use 
ascertained, from the circumstance of a manifest 
and particular colour in their contents, upon some 
occasions at least. We had not the same advantage 
with respect to lymphaticks ; but in them, what we 
could not trace by the eye, we have found out by 
the effects of venereal poison. We know, from ob- 
servation, that this poison may be absorbed on any 
part of the body, and thence diffused throughout 
the constitution. We must suppose it absorbed by 
the same ves>eis that absorb its antidote mercury, 
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or any thing else that is carried into the mass of 
blood by absorption, or as tiie bite of a viper, of a 
mad dog, of inoculation of tlie small-pox, or cow- 
pox. Many things, of a more inoffensive natnre, 
pass unobserved ; but this poison, from its inimical, 
irritating, and destructive quality, is disposed to 
mise a disturbance in its passage, before it reaches 
far enough to mix with the blood. Hence the lym- 
phatic glands, tlirough which every absorbed fluid 
must pass, are so often affected by venereal poison, 
when it is proceeding onward with its contagious 
effects into the constitution. 

If infection be received in the common way, a 
Bubo is found on the groin, because the lymphaticks 
of the genital parts pass through the inguinal glands; 
but if the infection be received on the hand, a Bubo, 
for the like reason, is formed in the arm-pit; and 
when the disease is communicated by the lips, the 
glands of the neck inflame and tumefy. 

In perusing Authors on Lues Venerea far back, 
we find their ideas of the theory of Venereal Bubo 
quite obsolete, from want of this knowledge. But 
the doctrine of lymphaticks was not unknown to 
AsTKUC, as it has been unfairly said to have been by 
a late modern Author: and although it may be pos- 
sible that AsTRUC did not apply the doctrine to ac- 
count for all circumstances which occur in this 
disease, but if he had so applied it, a more clear 
idea would have been formed by him ; yet because 
he erred in some particniars, it must not therefore 
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be inferred, that he was ignorant of the system, aad 
of the application of it altogether, Mr. Hunter 
should have recollected, in common with us all, 
that we shall ever owe a tribute of praise to this 
wonderful Author, for the most laborious and most 
ingenious history of the origin of tlie disease, and of 
the symptoms, that ever was written ; and so far 

■ irom any modern Author going beyond him upon 
these points, on the contrary, without him, without 
our referring to him, the whole of his historical 
account would have been no where else found in one 
point of view, for he collected it from every where. 
We feel ourselves impelled by gratitude towards 
.AsTRUC; and as Mr. Hunter has chosen to produce 

' quotations from Astruc, to prove he knew nothing 
of the lymphatick system, 1 shall not hesitate to de- 
clare, he does not merit such an implication of igno- 
rance ; and in proof I will produce a quotation 
from him, plainly shewing that he did know the 
true theory of a Bubo, that theory being well known 
in his time, being publicly taught at the foreign 
universities, of which this great man did not fail to 
avail himself. 

" Lastly," says Astruc, " the venereal poison is 
introduced by transmission through the lymphatic 
vessels, when the virulent particles being insinuated 
through the pores of the parts into the lympliatic 
vessels which are spread upon the skin, are carried, 
together with circulating lymph, into the nearest 
conglobate glands, and there exert their power. 
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Tlius, tumours in the inguinal glands are apt to 
follow upon impure coition, Chancres in the private 
parts, or a slow-discharging Gonorrhrea ; so swellings 
in the maxillary and parotid glands succeed venereal 
apthffi, or ulcers of the gunis, tongue, palate, or 
jaws, in such as have contracted the disease from 
sucking or kissing: so tumours of the axillary glands 
are apt to attend venereal chaps, fissures, and ulcers 
in the nipples, part of the poison being carried from 
the private parts to the inguinal glands, from the 
inside of the mouth to the parotid or maxillary, and 
from the nipples to the axillary glands, according to 
the laws of circulation, which the lymph observes." 
It is not possible for more truth to be expressed in 
fewer words : not only a perfect knowledge, as far 
as he has gone, of the system of lymphaticks appears 
to be familiar to him, but also the knowledge of its 
being a system of absorbing vessels ; for he gives to 
the lymph its own law of circulation, and he tells us 
also, and which is very true, that, from ulcers only 
locally contracted, the glands will swell, and not 
from ulcers which arise out of that constitution 
which is already infected; but that the absorbed 
virus, from ulcers locally contracted, by passing to 
the first glands belonging to the absorbing vessels, 
will inflame and irritate such glands, and such only 
as stand in the way of its passage into the constitu- 
tion. If AsTRi'c has not availed himself of all the 
knowledge which this new system could have led 
him to, and has not applied the beneficial purposes 
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of it in accounting for many points which were but 
badly accounted fur without it, if Astruc lias erred 
on this side, if he has not pushed the new idea far 
enough, others since have erred on the contrary 
side, for tliey have, from the knowledge of the 
theory, applied it to a wrong purpose, have abused 
it, and laid the foundation of a wrong practice from 
that cause. This shall be hereafter explained. 

Buboes are found on the inguinal glands from a 
venereal cause, which may be either Gonorrhcea or 
Chancre ; a'nd also when neither Gonorrhtea nor 
Chancre has previously appeared ; when there is no 
trace, from the minutest examination of any one 
first infection to be found on the Penis, neither 
Chancre, Gonorrhoea, Warts, nor any other primor- 
dial symptoms; and in this instance a Bubo may 
be said to be a primordial symptom, when in the 
other Instance it may be said to be only a secondary 
symptom. A Bubo is a symptom which proclaims 
that the virus lias passed so far in part only (as 
AsTituc observes) from the Chancre or Gonorrhoea 
with which it originated ; for the virus has certainly 
in part only passed, or the Chancre would be dis- 
posed to heal ; but so far from a Chancre healing, it 
will never, by any act, take on such a disposition 
until it be cured by mercury, but in that instance it 
will often heal, when its Bubo does not. A Chancre 
will become stationary, as the virus is absorbing, 
and it will remain so for some time when the groin 
becomes atiected, neither changing for the better or 
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"Worse. The Hischarge from it, in that case, will be 
^malt, and as if it were unwillingly yielded. I have 
se^n a small abrasion of the cuticle of the gUns re- 
main stationary until such time as two Bnbops came 
to abscess, but from the effect of mercury the red 
spot on the glans has disappeared, and this was the 
only symptom which I cnuld detect. 

We are often told that a Bubo may be jirodured 
in the groin from other causes besides venerea! ; and 
we are also told, when the Lues Venerea is the first 
cause which produces it, that a Bubo niav, notwith- 
standing, be not venereal. There are such doctrines. 
The foundation upon which one of these assertions 
is built, is from a knowledge tliat glands may be 
irritated by lymphaticks being irritated, and lliat 
glands may be also irritated by lymphaticks beng 
wounded, and that this may come to pass, indepen- 
dent of any influence through either venereal or any 
other poison. The theory is undoubtedly true, and 
it is also true, that we very often see obstinate 
tumours in the maxillary glands of men, women, 
and children, from what is termed scropliula ; that 
we see the glands in the groins tumefied and tender 
only from a wound in the foot, hip, or thigh ; and 
that we also see the sub-maxillary glands swell and 
come to abscess, from a whitlow on a finger; but in 
all my practice, I have seldom seen the glands in 
the groins come to abscess without a venereal cause, 
I mean not to deny the possibility of the case, but I 
mean by this to exemplify the rarity of it. If these 
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possible cases, because they are barely possible, be 
, constantly lugged into observation, whenever we 
are treating upon venereal Buboes, it will be like a 
truth told out of season, misguiding and confound- 
ing exceptions with general rules. If I saw two 
Buboes in the groins, and could not discover any 
other assignable cause for them, it would take me 
I tome time to be satisfied that they were not vene- 
, real, unless there were a moral impossibility against 
their being so. 

It being a grave question to decide upon, whether 
a Bubo or Buboes be from a venereal cause or not, 
and it appearing that many more practitioners arc 
found now a days to doubt very frequently, that 
a Bubo is venereal, which has been formerly decided 
in the same sort of instances to have been soi I 
should like, if I could, to draw up this question, 
and bring it into as small a compass as I possibly 
' could. If a patient comes to me, having a Bubo in 
I the groin, but without Gonorrhcea or Chancre, I 
I should ask of him to tell me when he bad a connec- 
tion which was suspicious; I should examine if he 
had lately received any injury in the foot, leg, knee, 
or thigh i I should look also to his more general 
state of health, and how it was before he dicovered 
this Bubo in the groin. If I saw him in a fair st*te, 
otherwise than from the affection of the Bubo, if I 
discovered nothing that could induce a Bubo in tlie 
foot, leg, knee, and thigh, nothing from his state 
of health} atul if he says he lately has had suspicious 
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connections, and such as innde him Hoiibtful, I 
should be much disposed to pronounce such a Bubo 
to be a true Bubo, in consequence of venereal virus. 
I have said, it has been also asserted, that a Bubo 
may not in the second instance be venereal, when 
in the first instance Gonorrhoea and Chancre were 
apparent. This idea was first propagated as an in- 
genious apology for that obstinate fact, which it 
seems to confirm, of the sameness in the nature of 
the poison which produces Chancre, and which pro- 
duces Gonorrhcea ; and also as an ingenious apology ' 
or escape for those who agree that the poison is the 
same, but who deny that the Gonorrhcea can [>ro- 
duce a venereal Bubo, alike partaking of virulence ' 
as that produced by Chancre. Both these opinions 
being so contradictory to the common progress of 
the disease, and so irreconcilable to the common 
nature of it, that'they who adopted them, observing 
the fact that Buboes did arise in consequence of 
both, were therefore obliged to assign another cause ' 
for the appearance of one sort of them, namely, that 
it was in consequence of sympathy, and that such a 
Bubo did not possess any venereal power of infect 
ing the constitution. 

A very ingenious young Surgeon consulted me 
for a Bubo which he had on each groin, in conse- 
quence of an infectious embrace. He was perfectly 
satisfied that such connection was the cause of them. 
These Buboes came to abscess, in spite of every 
attempt to discuss them ; and these were the first 
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and the only symptoms which be had. Two very 
important points are illustrated by this case. The 
one is, that it must have been the infecting fluid of 
the woman which was absorbed, without leaving 
any local impression ; and the other is, that sym- 
pathy could have had no other concern in the case, 
than having brought, in the first place, the lady and 
gentleman together. 

Irritation does certainly, from many causes inde- 
pendent of venereal virus, tumefy glands in connec- 
tion with parts thus irritated ; and glands will also 
feel the force of this influence in common, from the 
pain only of Chancre, and from the pain only of 
Gonorrhoea. But there is nothing so very excessive 
in the pain of a Chancre, or in the pain of a Gonor- 
rhoea, considering it abstractedly from all relation to 
virus, as to provoke such uncommon inflammation 
in the inguinal glands, as to bring them to abscess, 
and sometimes in consequence become the seat of 
the most obstinate, the most continued, and the 
most dangerous effects that can be adduced by the 
action of venereal poison. 

Glands which are affected from evident common 
causes of irritation, as evidently subside when the 
first cause is done away : this is the consequence of 
irritation on glands from common obvious causes. 
But glands inflamed by the absorption of virus from 
a Chancre, grow more inflamed by the abatement of 
the original symptom which gave rise to the inflam-^ 
mation on them ; at least the original Chancre does 
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t increase, as the inflammation increases on the 
Kids, but it seems to be niggardly sparing that 
«is to the glands, which cannot be comprised 
hin the limits of its own action. In order to 
mr my ground well as I go, I shall say that I take 
farther notice of such Buboes in the groins, 
ich disappear spontaneously, when the irritating 
se which provoked them to swell abates ; but 
it my object for consideration are Buboes, which 
m venereal virus remain sometimes hard and un- 
iCamed, or which come forward to abscess ; such 
boes which owe no relative obedience to any in-r 
«nce of any common stimulus independent of 
■"US, which will remain progressively advancing; 
<1 such Buboes which will become more and 
^Dre formidable, which will to all moral certainty 
^ ^^^^r^part the infection to the whote of the constitution^ 
d which cannot be weaned from the constitution 
any general mode of treatment appropriated to 
ands diseased from any other cause — these are the 
uboes which I am defining, and such only are pro^ 
Sliced by venereal infection. 

Jt is always an object which will have its use in 

^\ieory, and of course also in practice, to know how 

^very local symptom of Lues Venerea will eventually 

Hppear, and how it will eventually terminate, when 

left to proceed, without any check or controul from 

mercury. And from what I have seen in these 

instances, it appears to me, that if the virus, by 

being left tq its own uninterrupted action, proceed 
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throi^h the lymphaticks, from a local 
part, onward into the constitution, the force of i 
eflects will not operate so strongly on local parts, 
it will when it is not with so much facility absorber 
into the constitution. — For, in the first place, if th 
virus from a Chancre be absorbed, and the glands c 
the groin swell, that Chancre will not proceed wit] 
so much rapid malignancy as it had done before 





and if the glands of the groin remain tumid an 
hard, yet uninflamed, it is most probable that i 
viras is passing from thence into the constitntio 
for whenever the constitution is discovered to 
venereally infected, the glands of the groin are fou 
ta be more or less enlarged. 

But as every subject who contracts Lues 
is not aware of the whole of the s}mfiptoms of it, 
be only knows them from the whole of the co 
quences which the disease produces, as sometime 
the venereal virus will pass from the Penis througl 
the absorbents, without leaving any impresssi 
upon it, or if it does, it will be such an impressiorr 
as will excite no attention from pain, or from sQcb' 
palpable appearances as will attract regard ; so will 
the absorbents conduct the virus sometimes to the 
inguinal glands, from whence, with a very small 
sense of pain, it will find its way into the constitu- 
tion, and shew itself in an unquestionable form, 
either by corroding ulcers in the tonsils, or blotches 
on the skin. This is known to come to pass, and 
when it does, if the surgeon refer to the glands, of 
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the groin, he will find them more or less enlarged, 
although that circumstance was not before known 
to the patient. 

I consider the lymphatic glands distributed upon 
the surface, in the tight of barriers to the congtitu- 
tion, as sentinels which let into the constitution 
every thing that ought to pass by that channel for 
the good of the constitution, witlioiit the least re- 
straint or difficulty, and without betraying any dis- 
gust whatever ; but if any thing poisonous be oflered" 
to jjass through that channel, and by which the 
constitution can be materially affected, if any thing 
attempt to pass through, which should not, because 
the constitution would in consequence suffer from 
it, an alarm and an annoyance are first expressed 
by the lymphatic glands, they become inflame<^l, 
and the sense of the injury which the constitution 
would receive, is imparted and forewarned by these 
glandsjbeforetheconstitution ever receives the injury. 
But whether the cause of diseased glands be known 
or not, whether their disease be accounted for, either 
from the action of venereal poison, or from a hidden 
disposition in the constitution, it is found by exjje- 
rience, which the result of practice demonstrates 
beyond a doubt, that glands, when diseased, owing 
to their anatomical structure, are not so easily cured, 
or reasoned upon, as other parts of a different ana- 
tomical structure. There is nothing from analogy 
to that which is the best method of restoring other 
diseased parts of other aDatomical descriptions, which 
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will assist us in the cure of diseased lymphatic glands. 
As they are proved to be the glands of a system of 
absorbent vessels, so have they their own peculiar 
diseases as well as peculiar functions, and so will they 
require a peculiar treatment for the cure of them. 

I have one more remark to offer upon the subject 
of the lymphatic system, whicli is, that it is found 
to be more active in the young than the old— that 
when the subject is young, he is more exposed to 
Buboes than when he is old — and that wheu the 
subject is youthful, these glands are more conspicuous 
than as he grows old — and that as the skin shrinks, 
and becomes loose, the lymphaticks and the glands 
seem to have done their offices, and become in some 
degree obsolete. 

I shall forbear to enter more particularly into 
every circumstance attendant upon hard and scir- 
rhous Buboes, and more especially upon Buboes, 
which, when they come to abscess, assume the most 
dangerous appearances that ofler in the whole history 
of Lues Venerea, until I come to consider the Cure 
of them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE ACTION OP LUES VENEREA ON THE 

CONSTITUTION. 

As the symptoms of Lues Venerea which are pro 
diiced from a constitutional infection are various; as 
they are not so familiarly known to the patient who 
suffers them as local symptoms are ; as they are 
often experienced at very remote periods ; as the 
patient, during the progress of them, may be so 
situated, that from ignorance of the symptoms of 
the disease, the true natui-e of it might not have 
been discovered by him, or from the poverty of the 
patient, he might not have been able to avail him- 
self of the advantages of professional assistance ; so 
will the disease be often found to have been acting 
upon the constitution for a long time, and to have 
demonstrated all its effects without any controut by 
mercury, and without any disguise whatsoever in 
the process of it. 

It has been already asserted^ that it is by absorp- 
tion of the original virus, the infection is conveyed 
to the constitution ; that sometimes it is found to 
pass into the constitution, without making any im- 
pression upon that part which receives it from the 
subject which gave the infection ; that sometimes it 
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is found to pass from the local impression of Gonor- ' 
rhoea, or from the local impression of Chancre ; and ' 
that sometimes it is found to pass from the local 
impression which it first makes on the inguinal 
glands. 

As this is the natural progress of the disease in 
the first stage of it, an opportunity fairly offers for 
me to remark, that it is most probable the absorbents 
are commencing to convey the infecting fluid into 
• the constitution at the very first period it comes 
within contact of them. But that on anatomical 
parts of a certain description, this process is more 
retarded than on others; that a Gonorrhoea in the 
Urethra is not so disposed to admit tlie absorption, 
as a Chancre behind the glans; that a Chancre be- 
hind the glans is not so much disposed to admit the 
absorption as a Chancre upon the skin of the Penis; 
and moreover, that when any of these local symp- 
toms are apparent, the virus may not be absorbed 
from them alone, but it may be also absorbed where 
it has been lodged upon other parts, and on which 
parts it has not left any impression. The last ob- 
servation which 1 made, and which goes to assert, 
that the virus received from another subject some- 
times proceeds into the constitution, and there pro- 
duces constitutional venereal symptoms, without 
having made any local impression, has never been 
denied by any Writers upon this disease, and there- 
fore it stands upon record as a fact, which nobody 
dreams of disputing. 
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Whenever a patient applies for a case of confirmed 
Lues Venerea, the original symptom of Gonorrhcea 
or Chancre has most commonly disappeared, and 
liatl in some instances been totally forgotten ; and 
in other instances, a [)atient has not been able to 
""ecall to his recollection the smallest trace of any 
I*riinordial symptom by which the constitution has 
t»«en thus infected. 

It is not only always the foreign fluid received 
^■^m another subject which infects the subject who 
*~^5ceive3 it, but it is also tlie permanent action of I 
^rliis foreign fluid which supports the disease, and 
'^-•eps alive its existence as long as it remains unex- 
*-inguished. The fluid which is produced by tire 
*oeal action of the foreign fluid will be, to another, 
■*.\iat which it was to the subject who gave it. It i 
therefore self-evident, that as our own secretions do 
not interfere, so that gonorrhceal fluid shall locally 
produce Chancre, or vice versa, no more will the 
progress of the foreign fluid, when absorbed, be 
either influenced in its action, be either advanced 
or retarded, be in any ways affected from the fluid, 
barely as a fluid which arises in consequence of a 
Chancre, Gonorrhcea, or Bubo, on the same sub- 
ject. But all future venereal constitutional conse- 
quences depend totally and solely upon the actual 
absorption of that venereal fluid which was imparted 
from another subject; and that bo far as it refers to 
the subject who possesses them, the symptoms of 
Gonorrhoea, Chancre, and Bubo, are only argu- 
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ments of the foreign vims being present, aiiH acting 
upon these parts. But if the fluid ofeither he imparted 
to a third subject, it will act on that subject with 
the same power as t!ie fluid which was received 
from a prior subject acted upon the subject who is 

c infected by it, and who imparts it to a third subject. 
C is infected by the impression which the vene- 
real fluid has made on some part or other of C i 
locally, or constitutionally. This venereal fluid < 
was imparted to C from B. This fluid to B was ' 
a fluid produced in consequence of the venereal ac- \ 
tion of a foreign fluid which R received from j4. 
The fluid secreted by B is the effect of the stimulus 
of the foreign fluid which B received from A; and 
to B, as a fluid secreted on a local part of B, through 

I the action of the foreign stimulus received from A, 

\ that fluid will be harmless, will be merely the result 
of the action of the foreign stimulus communicated 

hfrom A to B. But when B transfers this fluid to 
C, which was secreted by B, in consequence of the 

' action of the foreign stimulus imparted by A, thia 
fluid so transferred from B to C, will produce Mmi- 
lar effects as a foreign stimulus acting on C, as that 
fluid which was transferred from A to B, produeod ' 
1 B; and so will the system of infection go on 

\ froin C to D. The fluid which B secreted, must j 
therefore be considered as a secretion proper to B, 
and therefore harmless to B; but as it wbs produced 
from a poison imparted by A to B, so does B tranfer 
that poison, the same in its nature, to C, which B 
received from A. 
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' The importance of this truth will solve most 

rcnereal phaenomena^ and lay them open to plain 

comprehension, with as much facility as it has^ by 

Sie knowledge of it, explained already the sameness 

-tf the nature of Gonorrhoea and Chancre; and by 

18 we know, they cannot interfere on the same 

bject. As the controversies which 'have been 

used, from the apj)earance of these two local 

mptoms, failed in the true explanation of the 

atter of feet, so did every attempt which has been 

"dfered, in every essay which has been written upon 

e subject, fail not only of satisfying the judgment, 

mit did also induce theorists to wander from the very 

th of truth, induce them to lose sight of the actual 

s arising from the local action of the disease, 

duce them to deny a self-evident truth, that Go^ 

^rrhcea was a symptom of Lues Venerea, and in. 

%jce them to found new controversies upon the 

^-rors arising out of a wrong definition, and upon a 

isunderstanding of the first fundamental points 

hich were attempted to be explained, but not with 

^Liccess equal to the attempt. 

Before I proceed to describe the symptoms of 

es Venerea, I shall lay down one general rule, 

"^v^hieh must, be considered as an axiom, as a truth 

'Vviiich pervades the whole of the theory I shall here* 

enlarge upon, and which must be considered 

the only basis of it — ^That when the foreign viru* 

"^^i^hich was imparted by another, is absorbed into 

ieonstitution, and when the constitution is oovik 

o 
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firmed in the infection, which I defioe it to be, 
when any outward visible signs of that confirma- 
tion appear, and which outward visible signs may 
be ulcers on the tonsils, blotches upon the skin, 
opthalmia, ozcena of the nasal membrane, ulcers on 
the interior part of the oesophagus, gummata or 
deep-seated cavernous sloughs on the aponeurotic 

I surfaces of the muscles, nodes upon the periosteum 
of any bone, caries of any bone itself, &c. — when 

, one or all these symptoms do appear, or if it were 
possible to know what the disease was, whilst a pre- 
vious symptomatic fever was on, and before the 
cause of that symptomatic fever was known to be 
venereal, by none of those venereal symptoms having 
yet appeared, I should not, even in that instance, 
hesitate to declare, that the constitution was com- 
pletely possessed of the influence of the foreign virus, 
and that, in all such cases, any or the whole of the 
fluids taken from a subject infected, will impart the 
infection to a sound subject, provided it were so 

I Applied to that sound subject, as to give the fluid 
an opportunity of taking effect. It matters not 
whether the fluid appear to the eye in a sound 
wholesome condition ; it does not depend, for infec- 
tion to take place, whether that fluid which is ex- 
pected to act effectually, be taken from an ulcer on 
the tonsils, or any other part of the constitutionally 
infected subject, and which has not the immediate 
signs of venereal infection ; I do not assert, that the 
fluids from constitutional venereal ulcers, are the 
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»ily medium by which a subject, so conditioned, 
in impart the disease; but when the subject who 
laiparts it, is notoriously infected with it, I do assert, 
V* at all the fluids, all the secretions are capable of 
iparting the disense to a sound subject, provided 
iVie full opportunity be given, that it may act as it 
n act, and provided it has the power of being left 
to do alt that it can, and to produce what effects it 
ca.li, by its action, when engrafted on another subject. 
If the theory which I am about to confirm, by 
the self-approving natural occurrences in the history 
of venereal infection, wanted strength for its con- 
firmation from analogy, 1 could support it by the 
effects of the bite of a mad dog • ; and so far as the 
general law of the action of animal poisons is in 
accordance, it may, for that reason only, be justly 
appealed to. A mad dog does not become a mad 
dog because his saliva is possessed of the power of 
conveying canine infection, but the saliva becomes 
possessed of the power of conveying and imparting 
the infection, because the dog is mad ; the dog being 
mad, his fluids possess the morbid influence; there 
Is no more change in the appearance of the saliva, 
than in the appearance of any other fluid within the 
dog. A transplanted tooth, taken from the mouth of 
a subject constitutionally infected, and whose blood 

* Mr. Nourse ban publi^^hed in the Philosophical TranaactiooSf 

No. 445, '' Where the poiBon in a boy bitten by a mad dog was 

latent near nineteen months," — He adds, "which I know the booki 

mention, but it never fcll within my obserration before." 

O 2 



■iftB ACTION Oh LUES VENEREA 

is venereally tainted, and selected, as I observed be- 
-fore, for its perfect beauty and soundness, on which, 
nor on the sockets of which, not the least trace of 
■the disease can be seen, by such tooth being applied 
Tvarui and moist to the socket of a sound subject, it 

, will rapidly forward the most confirmed symptoms 
of Lues Venerea. Neither the saliva of the mad 
dog, nor the tooth of the diseased subject, can be 
said to be apparently under any change from the 
disease of either, although in reality both are in full 
possession of all the poisonous influence whicli they 
are found to impart. 

' These outlines of the action of venereal poison, 
which I have given, intirely correspond with not 
only the natural progress of the venereal poison, but 
they are warranted and supported by every Author 
who has written on the disease, unto the time of 
Mr. Hunter's publicatiou, who took upon himself 
to oppose them. Whenever I read an Author upon 
Lues Venerea, I try to find out what his object may 
be in writing, and I give him my credit, or not, 
accordingly. When I read Astruc, 1 do not expect 
from him an improved method of cure, nor do I 
read for that purpose — I expect from him no more 
than a true plain narrative of the action of venereal 
rirus, how it is imparted from one subject to ano^ 
ther, and what is the result of its action. I expect 
to find in his book a zealous account, founded upon 
t^e most incontestible arguments, of the whole of 
the natural prepress of venereal infection, and of the 
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whole of the forms in which it may be communi- 
cated. As he devoted his attention to this particular 
object — as his publication, when it came forth, was 
open to the eyes of all Practitioners — as he had the 
full opportunity of availing himself, both as a man 
of letters, and a man of the highest estimation, not 
only of that knowledge which Authors of every 
country could furnish him with, not only of that 
which the result of his own inquiries illustrated, but 
also of the cases of other Practitioners who lived at 
his time, and who partook of his friendly conversa- 
tion, upon his favourite topic, at the time he was 
forming his Treatise on Lues Venerea — so does he 
deserve full credit for what he has said on the action 
of the poison, 

AsTRt/c has attributed to the Lues Venerea as 
broad an outline, as great extent of power, and of 
natural action, as 1 have. Astruc has laid down 
every form by which the disease can be communi- 
cated: from the incontestible proofs of cases which 
came within his own knowledge, and from the na- 
tural accordance of venereal action, he established 
his theory upon the truth of observation. These 
new observations which I have subjoined, I am able 
to declare, tend to confirm the assertions of Astruc. 

When the venereal poison has taken full posses- 
sion of the constitution, not only the parts which 
indicate the disease to be venereal, by their appa- 
rent morbid vitiations, but also every part of the* 
constitution is venereally vitiated. This vitiation of 
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the whole of the constitution is not brought on front 
any absorption that may take place of that discharge 
which is produced by the local action of the foreign 
virus, but it is the absolute action of the foreign 
virus alone, which, by being absorbed, brings it on. 
The local action of it, therefore, is no sine qua uon 
of infection. And in the next place, the absorption 
pf our own discharge, being an absorption of a harm- 
I less fluid, it can neither act for or against the consti- 
[ tutional infection. I shall not hesitate to assert, 
that the venereal infection, from its nature, is not 
. 90 limited as Mr. Hunter declares it to be ; and I 
shall prove, that from want of knowledge of this 
I leading first principle, namely — that our own secre- 
» Jtions cannot infect ourselves — many of his experi- 
I ments which tend to limit the natural action of the 
disease, and to narrow the power of it, and that in 
the very face of cases to the contrary, were founded 
in error, and could not, from that cause, demon- 
strate either the force of the disease, or its true na- 
tural action, either on the subject who possessed it, 
or on one to whom it may be imparted. 

1 sliall now offer that which 1 understand to be 
the power of Lues Venerea, both as to the subject 
who possesses it, and to the subject to whom it may 
be imparted. And in these leading points, I shall 
be found to differ from Mr. Hunter. In all these 
differences where 1 do not prove him to be wrong, 
there 1 wish him to be believed to be right; for I 
am impelled from no other motive, than that of the 
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exalted esteem I have for the truth and honour of 
our profession. Foreigners have condemned his 
theory, and perhaps they may think it contains a 
catechism of the general opinion which we, in this 
country, entertain of tliis disease*. 

Whatever is possible, may not always come to 
pass. No one ever expects that possibilities should 
be, in every instance, realized. If a disease has the 
power, that is all which is exacted by a possibility ; 
and that is the sense which I conceive of what may 
be possible, I therefore say, that all and every 
part of the constitution is vitiated, when the avowed 
symptoms of Lues Venerea are apparent, and when 
they are not apparent, from having been obscured 
through mercury. And I do in consequence say, it 
is possible that a subject thus infected, will get a 
child in whom the venereal rudiments will grow, 
with every other natural quality which is imparted 



• (Translation). Gottingbn 1787, Vol. III. P. 1923. 
" J. Hunter's Dissertation on Lues Venerea from the English, 

with three Plalea, 1787, pp. 688, in great 8vo. exclasive of the 

Register. — 

" There are not so many annotations and most necessary in- 
formations, as in [>3ge 339 oF the knowing and learned transla- 
tor, as would have been necessary for making this book, by a 
translation, only universally useful i which, in his original, con- 
tains so many singularities and numberless errors. It is to be 
wished that the translator had (as in page 140) used throughout 
tbe whole book tlie admonitions which J. Foot has made 
agtunst it. In this case the translation would have had a veij 
great preference of the original itself." 
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to the child from its father. Also, that the mother 
of a child venereally infected, will produce a child 
Venerealiy infected ; and that these occurrences are 
very common to those who seek for them in this 
populous place. But all Authors have asserted such 
to be the natural power and extent of Lues Venerea, 
excepting Mr. Hunter ; and our countryman, Wis- 
MAN, has given us instances of it in his folio edition, 
page 491. — And so has Astruc. — But more will be 
said upon this question in another part. 

I shall also assert, that chaps in the lips may be 
the vehicle of infection, by kisses received from a 
subject who is constitutionally vitiated — that the re- 
peated venereal intercourse of a sound person with a 
person whose constitution is venereally infected, 
will impart the disease — and that the disease is often 
produced this way, when, upon examination, no- 
thing is seen about the private parts of a woman to 
warrant a cause of infection ; when at the same time 
she may have, on other parts, strong proofs of con- 
stitutional infection. The following is a case in 
point. 

A gentleman applied to me, with ulcers in his 
throat, and which had been there for some time. 
His constitution seemed to be very much deranged, 
his rest was disturbed, his pulse was quick, his skin 
was parched, his appetite failed, his spirits were 
sunk, he was grown thin, and his mind was indo- 
lent. Upon looking at the tonsils, I began to ques- 
tion him, whether he had any indicative symptoms 
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anywhere else? and found his prepuce thickened 
and horny, it could not be slipped back, a profuse 
nauseous discharge was yielded of the sebaceous 
secretion from withinside of the prepuce, and the 
inguinal glands were distinct, enlarged, and knotty. 
I then made known to him tlie certainty of his case 
being venereal. He then told me, that for more 
than nine months, he bad only connection with the 
same woman, and who also had at this, and for a 
long time before, a sore throat, and some spots on 
her skin; but that since he had taken her to himself,. 
she had neither a Gonorrlioea nor Chancre. I exa- 
mined the woman, upon whom I found no other 
symptoms but those already related : but there was 
an induration on one labium, where a Chancre had 
formerly been, and the glands of the groins were 
enlarged. Tlie fact also was confessed, that she had 
been taking mercury at times, so as to baulk the 
progress of the disease, but not to extinguish it. It 
was the absorption of her vitiated secretions which 
infected the gentleman. Both submitted to a regu- 
lar process of cure, and the symptoms of both were 
completely eliminated. 

A nurse infected, may impart it to a sound child 
who sucks her; and an infected child may impart it 
to a sound nurse, by sucking her. Venereal vitia- 
tions, from these causes, constantly offer. And 
those who approve of Mr. Hunter as a theorist, 
will not so far pin their faith upon him, as to be- 
come indifferent about the state of a nurse who is to 
suckle their child. 
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*" The opinion of a man so justly celebrated as 
tJoHN Hunter is of great importance: we will exa- 
mine it with the greatest attention, whether here or 
elsewhere. In his treatise on the Lues Venerea, 
which is well known in France since the year 1787, 
by the translation of Andiberti, John Hunter 
speaks, in the 6rst place, of Lues Venerea in new- 
born infants ; in examining the different ways that 
this disease may be communicated. He fears, he 
says, that this disease manifests itself upon other 
parts of the body besides the genital organs ; such as 
the anus, the mouth, the nose, the eyes, the nipples 
of the nurse that suckles them, of which the chil- 
dren have been infected in their birth, the genital 
parts of the mother being at that time infected -|-. 

It is supposed, says he, in another part of his 
work, that a foetus in the womb of its mother who 
is infected, may receive the disease, and be infected 
as if there was a direct communication between the 
two. I doubt much that it can happen, from what 
I have already said, speaking of secretions; for you 
see that the same matter that will produce a consti- 
tutional inflammation, is not able, as I have said 
above, of communicating the disease. You may 
nevertheless conceive how possible it is for a child 
to be infected in the womb of its mother who is in- 

* Extract from a work published by the l^te P. A. O. Mahon, 
chief Physician to the Venereal Hospital du Vaugirard, &c. &c. 
at Paris. 

t Malad V^n^r. de Jean Hunter, chap. % p. 35, 
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Fected, not by the disease of the mother, but by a 
part of the same matter that infects the mother her- 
self, and which she has absorbed ; and whether this 
matter is determined or not to the sohds of the 
mother by its action, it is possible that it can pass 
to the child as pure as it was absorbed, and in this 
case it may infect the child precisely in the same 
manner as the mother is infected*. 

" We find, in the same chapter, cases which 
prove this communication. A woman aged twenty- 
five years was brought to St. George's Hospital the 
2l8t of August 1782, with ulcers on the legs and 
pustules upon the body. Her husband was a soldier, 
and had given her the Lues Venerea in December 
1781. The symptoms that she had was adischarge 
from the vagina, with a little swelling of the glands 
of the groin, which were painful. She had taken 
thirty pills that were supposed to be mercurial. In 
February 1782, about three months after she was 
infected, the discharge stopped ; but the swelling, 
which encreased gradually from the instant of its 
appearance, had at last suppurated. She applied 
an ointment which they gave her, and two months 
afterwards, that is to say in April I782, she was 
cured. After the cure of the Bubo, the discharge 
reappeared : she took a second time a larger number 
of the same pills, of which she had taken before to 
the amount of thirty ; but immediately afterwards 
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her body was entirely covered with pustules, 
which some that were upon the breast, upon the 
legs, and upon the nipples, ulcerated. The twins 
[.which she had at eight months, in May 1782 (the 
time that the Bubo was approaching to its cure) 
L were covered with pustules at their birth, and died 
fivery soon after. Another child, aged about two 
L years, which she suckled, was also covered with 
[ pustules when she came to the hospital. The twenty- 
[ first of October, 1782, we placed the mother and tlie 
I child in the room which was appropriated for those 
I who were under salivation. The child took no mer- 
cury ; they thought its gums were affected and a 
little ulcerated and tlie pustules were cured, 

" What I have extracted from the works of J. 
Hunter, proves, that he admits and knew Luea 
Venerea in new-born infants, but that he limited 
the mode of transmission to the Inoculation of the 
virus at the time of its passage through the Vagina. 
He has, in another part of the work, thrown doubts 
upon the communication of Lues Venerea in new- 
born inTants. But 1 shall reserve the examination 
and the discussion of these doubts to the time with 
which i shall occupy myself upon the objections 
made upon the Venereal infection of new-bom 
infanta and the mode of its transmission from the 
mother to the child, and the child to the nurse, and 
from the nurse to the child." 

So much does the venereal vitiation pervade the 
whole of the constitution which possesses it, that 
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■even the blood of one infected being engrafted upon 
a wound of another, which other was previously a 
sound subject, will most completely impart the dis- 
ease, and will impart it with more rapidity, than if 
it were introduced by the usual mode of infection, 
namely, through the absorbents. If the cases, which 
are from every where collected, be not forgeries, 
then must it be admitted, that every fluid of the 
constitution of one venereally infected, does virtually 
and actually possess a venereal vitiation ; and that 
venereal vitiation, although not in the least apparent 
to the eye, is capable of imparting the infection to 
another, when properly applied for that purpose ; 
even, I say, if there be no local venereal affection 
upon the part apparently from whence the fluid be 
taken, and which does convey the infection. 

In the days of Astruc, modern refinement had 
not gone so far as to tempt beauty to purchase, for 
the sake of ornament, a tooth out of the mouth of a 
poor girl to be placed in her own, and to supply the 
place of one more ugly, or one that was decaying. 
That refinement was reserved for our time : and as 
good, in the common round of human events, is 
often found to arise out of evil, so has this new prac- 
tice, from the unsuspected evil consequences which 
have been found sometimes to attend it, furnished 
us with a stronger insight into the hidden and occult 
nature of the Venereal Disease, and the power of its 
action, than all the cases that have ever before oc- 
curred. 
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I shall relate a case, which has already made some 
noise in the world, and produced an alarm in the 
tninds of those who are interested in safety or in 
danger from transplanted teeth. This remarkable 
case has already appeared three times in print, by 
the late Sir William Watson, by Mr. Hunter, and 
by myself, in my third part of Observations upon 
the new Opinions of the latter. There I have been 
more explanatory upon the case ; for that reason I 
shall only now barely state it, and refer for the 
comment. 

A lady aged twenty-one, was attended, at the day 
appointed, for transplanting an incisor tooth on the 
upper jaw, at the desire of a dentist, by Mr. Hun- 
ter. He examined the girl from whom the tooth 
was to be taken, inspected the tooth when drawn, 
and delivered the tooth to the dentist for insertion. 
A little uneasy sensation continued for two days; at 
the expiration of that time, the sensation was found 
to increase, and to such a degree, that the lady ap- 
plied to the dentist for relief. The dentist having 
examined the tooth, conceived it to be a cold caught 
after the operation, and recommended treating it ac- 
cordingly, saying that he could no otherwise account 
for it. The lady then went into the country, the 
pain constantly existing and increasing ; she was 
from thence obliged to send to town for the dentist. 
The dentist, after examining her month, said, he 
had still hopes of its eventually ending well; but 
begged, in case of its growing worse, that she would 
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to town, and be in the way of constant attend- 
ance. This was accordingly complied with, and she 
remained at the house of the dentist for ten days. 
During this time Mr. Hunter saw her, and found 
the edges of the gum beginning to ulcerate, and to 
which he applied lint, dipped in a strong solution of 
corrosive sublimate. At the end of ten days the 
lady removed from the house of the dentist to 
Knightsbridge, and the late Mr. Pott was sent for 
to her, who applied something to the ulceration, 
gave her bark in decoction and substance, and also 
opium. The tooth which from the beginning had 
never fastened, was now out of her mouth. There 
was a consultation between Mr. Pott and Sir Wil- 
liam Watson. The ulceration continued to spread 
.under the use of hark ; it had extended along the 
palate towards the uvula, and the maxilla superior 
became a caries. She had a symptomatic fever, and 
eruptions followed it ; some of these formed into 
ulcers, and those on the scapula and the knees were 
corroding and cavernous. Nodes appeared then 
upon the bones, on the radii, and also on the tibiae. 
She had exquisite nocturnal pains. She went 
through a complete course of mercury ; it was ad- 
ministered in the form of pills and of unction, and 
the whole of the symptoms yielded to the action of 
mercury. She was removed into Hampshire, the 
place of her nativity, and died shortly afterwards in 
» hectic state. Mr. Pott never hesitated to declare, 
that if ever there had been a venereal case more 
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I shall relateacasc, wh! ' ^/'/^P^o™^ '^*^ 

noise in the world, :■ 

minds of those wl ■ ;^^tlie proof of the virus 

danger from trp .. ' ^confined to this case, 

case has alrearl ,.-',i^e forth into the world, 

the late Sir ' . *• jo(^eT channels, all of which 

by myself .. .■•''"'^' V"' "P°" "''"'^^^ ^^^''^ "'^^ but 

the new' ■•■'^f^^"%m^7> ***^* ^"^^^ "'^''^ ""'y ^^" 
more f '^>'^'* 

shall '"^ j/]ci» what the virus can do,* when 

cor llxf'^ n. but ail opportunity does not often 

^1- ■'"'"'" ascertain what the virus ran do from 

f^ff . „, cases. We all know what the virus 

f*^^ w&en we see a Chancre upon the Penis, 

£*"^ (his is the ordinary mode of communicating 

the dP^** 
rhereare (wo niedical gentlemen within the sphere 

^gcqiiaintaiice, who have been infected by con- 
^[jng Chancres on their fingers. These cases are 
rfithin my "wn knowledge. One of them had bit- 
Hjn off the cuticle which hung loose on his right 
r^fQ.tinger, and which generated into a Chancre, 
^m handling an opened body after death ; so that 
he wns contaminated, not by ulcerous fluid, nor 
chancrous fluid, but by a general venereal vitiation 
of the fluids. This Chancre on his finger did not 
nor would not heal, and within three months erup- 
tions broke out over his body, and which, with the 
Chancre on his finger, gave way to mercury. The 
cadc of the other proceeded farther, so as to affect 
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the periosteum of cylindrical bones ; and as tijis 
^ntleman dreaded a decided niercurial course^^ and 
depended on the alterative^ he was more than two 
years in getting well. 

It is not enough for a man to say, that he does 
»ot believe this, or that — this is no answer to proofs 
and arguments, no answer to strong cases and to 
strong opinions. It is fitting that I apply here what 
Jias been said by Tully upon a like occasion — - that 
there is nothing more unbecoming, not to say a 
2^hysician or Surgeon, but even any person, than^ to 
object to his adversary, which, in case it be denied, 
lie can bring nothing to prove it. 

I shall now proceed to corroborate some truths 
' of the action of venereal virus upon the same infected 
subject, to consider its action as relative to the pos- 
sessor, and by applying my theory and my obseirva- 
tioHS to this object, to see if I cannot explain th^t 
mrhich appeared to be impossible before. What- 
ever is true, will always be easily understood; and 
'whatever is false, cannot be but with difficulty re- 

■ " - ' ' • , * * 

ceived, and reluctantly acknowledged for a truth. 

Mr. Hunter says, " When the matter is got mto 
' ■ ■ 'J 

the constitution, it from thence produces many local 

eflects on different parts of the body, which are m 
general a kind of inflammation, or at least an in- 
creased action, occasioning a suppuration of its own 
kind; it is supposed that the matter produced tn 
consequence of these inflammations, similar to ttie 
matter from a Gonorrhoea or Chancre, is also vene- 
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real and poisonous. This, I believe, tillnoWhiia 
never been denied ; and upon the first view of the 
subject, one would be inclined to suppose, that it 
really should be venereal : for first, the venereal 
matter is the cause, and again the same treatment 
cures both diseases ; thus mercury cures both a 
Chancre and a Lues Venerea. However, this is no 
decisive proof, as mercury cures many diseases besides 
the venereal. On the other hand, there are many 
strong reasons for believing that the matter is not 
venereal. There is one curious fact, which shews it 
IS either not venereal, or, if it be, that it is not ca- 
r-pable of acting in some respects on the same body, 
r or same state of constitution as that matter does 
which is produced from a Chancre or Gonorrhoea. 
The pus from these latter, when absorbed, generally 
[ produces a Bubo, as has been described; but we 
' never find a Bubo from the absorption of matter 
[.from a pocky sore j for instance, when there is a 
venereal ulcer in the throat, we have no Buboes in 
the glands of the neck; when there are venereal 
^ sores on the arms, or even suppurating nodes on the 
J, ulna, there are no swellings of the glands of the arm- 
pit; although such will take place if fresh venereal 
matter is applied to a common sore on the arm, 
hand, or fingers. No swelling takes place in the 
glands of the groin from either nodes or blotches on 
the legs and thighs. It may be supposed, that there 
is no absorption going on from such sores ; but I 
think we haVe'no grbuhds for such supposition. Its 
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imodeof irritation, or tl>e action of ttie parta affected, 
is very different from what happens in the Chancre, 
Gonorrhoea, or Bubo, being hardly attended with 
iflflammation, which in them is generally violent, 
lit might be supposed, that a constitution truly and 
universally pocky, is not to be affected locallv by 
.thesatne species of matter; but from the following 
experiments it would appear, that matter from a 
iGonorrhosa or Chancre is capable of affecting a man 
locally that is already poxed ; and that matter from 
pocky sores, arising from the constitution, has not 
that power. A man had been affected with Lues 
Venerea a long time, and bad been several times 
'Salivated, but the disease still broke out anew. 
He was taken into St. George's Hospital, affected 
with a number of pocky sores; and before I put him 
under a mercurial course, I made the following ex- 
periments : I took some matter from one of the 
sores upon the point of a lancet, and made three 
small wounds upon the back, where the skin was 
smooth and sound, deep enough to draw blood. I 
made a wound similar to the other three, with a 
dean lancet, the four wounds making a quadrangle; 
Irat all the wounds healed up, and none of them 
ever appeared after. This experiment I have re- 
^peated .more than once, and with the same result; it 
ehenvs that a pocky person cannot be affected locally 
iwitli the matter proceeding from the sores produced 
I»y the Lues Venerea. But to see how far real vene- 
real matter was capable of producing Chancres on a 



213 



ACTION OF LUES VENEREA 



pocky person, I made the following experiment : A 
man who had venereal blotches on many parts of his 
skin, was inoculated in sound parts with matter 
from a Chancre, and also with matter from his own 
sores. The wounds impregnated with the matter 
from the Chancres became Chancres ; but the others 
healed up. Here then was a venereal constitution 
capable of being affected locally with fresh venereal 
matter. This experiment I have likewise repeated 
more than once, and always with the sameefiect *." 

By this quotation which I have produced from 
Mr. Hunter, it appears, that from want of knowing 
that imjwrtaiit discovery which I have preferred for 
consideration, all his observations were vague and 
indefinite; that he was making experiments in ex- 
pectation of coming at a truth, but could not, through 
them, find it out. Had he already discovered the 
truth, these experiments would liave tended to con- 
firm it. Had his opinions upon the nature of vene- , 
real virus, as it affects its possessor, been sound, 
■ these experiments would have illustrated them. But 
so difficult was it found by him to hit upon the 
truth, that nevertheless it was by these experiments 
tempting his understanding, yet he could not em- 
brace it. 

Mr. Hunter says that, in consequence of these ex- 
periments, and in consequence of observation, "there 
are many strong reasons for believing, that the mat- 
ter from venerealconstitutional ulcers is not vene- 
* Pages 292, 293, 294. 
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ral." If this were true, there would be a strange 
falling off indeed of that extent of power in virus 
which J have attributed to it. For if I say that the 
cases of the teeth were venereal, and that the cases 
were produced from a venereal vitiation in the fluids 
of the subjects who imparted the infection ; and if 
he says that even pus from venereal ulcers is not 
venereal, and will not impart the infection — one or 
other of us is very wide indeed of the mark. Mr. 
Hunter says, that " the pus from Gonorrhoea or 
Chancre, when absorbed, generally ]iroduces a Bu- 
bo, as has been described; but we never find a Bu- 
bo from the absorption of mutter from a pocky 
Bore," &c. I say that it is not the absorption of fluid 
secreted from our own Gonorrhoea oc Chancre, 
which produces a subsequent Bubo, and that it 
could not possibly happen from the absorption of 
our own secreted fluid ; but that it is always pro- 
duced from absorption of the foreign fluid. Mr. 
Hunter was aware, if Buboes followed ulcers which 
were in consequence of venereal constitutional infec- 
tion, tliat the lymi)hatics must lirst be affected 
through these ulcers, and that the fluid of these 
ulcers must be absorbed. He, not knowing at the 
same time that it was never the absorption of our 
own secretions which did inSanie the lymphatic 
glands, took it for granted that the venereal fluid 
from a constitutional ulcer possessed no venereal 
power of infecting another subject, because it did 
not, through absorption, stimulate any gland which 
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was iir the way of being stimulated, if it really pos^' 
eessed any such power. Mr. Hunter, not being in 
possession of this fact, took it for granted that such 
ulcerous fluid was innocent, because it was innocent 
to the subject who possessed it, and who secreted 
that very fluid which Mr. Hunter applied in making- 
his experiment in order to ascertain, not the relative 
innocence of this fluid upon the subject who secreted 
it, but the innocence of the fluid, by its not propa- 
gating venereal infection to another, upon whom it 
might be applied. That is, in other words, Mr. 
Hunter wanted to clear up a point which he was not 
decided upon' — 'Whether venereal fluid, from a con- 
stitutional ulcer, was or was not equally venereal as 
the fluids from Gonorrhoea and Chancre. And very 
fetal for the truth of the question which he was 
seeking to ascertain, he just did that by his ex})cri- 
ments, which could not ascertain the point he was 
aiming at. For he applied the ulcerous fluid of the 
same subject upon a part where no ulcer was, and 
ound that it would not re-infect; and applied the 
chancrous fluid of another subject, and found that 
I it would infect. Now, if he had applied the ulce- 
' rous fluid (by ulcerous fluid I mean to express 
the fluid from an ulcer arising out of a constitutional 
infection ; and by chancrous fluid, I mean to express 
the fluid of an ulcer or Chancre from a local infec- 
tion) upon another subject Instead of the same sub- 
ject, he would, by that means, have found what he 
sought for, namely, that it would have conveyed 
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in^tion : and if he hptd applied chancrous fluid to 
any part of the same subject, then he would have 
found that the chancrous fluid, no more than ihe ul- 
cerous fluid.did or would i mpart any i pfecUon, would 
in the least affect a part Ipcally on the same consti- 
tutidn, no more than if the operatiqn had been made 
with a clean lancet* Bnt in these two experiments, 
die ulcerous fluid of the same subiect was applied to 
ascertain its malignancy, and the chancrous fluid of 
another subject Was applied to ascertain its malig* 
nancy also. Can there be any longer a wonder that 
tbe foi|mer should, fail of taking effect, and that ttfe 
latter should succeed r 

But I will now point out how he should have 
made these experiments m order to aqquire new 
knowledge, and in order to acquire true knowledge. 
In the first place, his experiment with chancrous 
fluid was no more an ob]ect of his choice, than his 
experiment with ulcerous fluid was ; for he was, by 
not dreaming of this distinction which I have pointed 
out, seduced info an error. The subject upon whom 
he pitched to make the first and second experiment, 
b^ing possessed of ulcerous fluid, be thoug[|t, very 
unsuspectingly, ^hat there was ipo difference, as it 
was ulcerous fluid, whether it were tried upon the 
same or aQother subject; and, therefore, when he 
tried it upon the same, he took it for granted that it 
was all the same thing, that it would produce exactly 
the same effect as if it were tried upon another sound 
object. In ^ moment of triumph, he seized upon 
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the opportunity of ulcerous fluid being at hand, for 
ascertaining this fact, and by it, for ascertaining a 
general theory, and a general eflfect of that venereal 
action of virus by which it imparts the disease from 
one subject to another. For he means to say, if 
this ulcerous fluid taken from a subject, and properly 
placed on a sound part of his skin, does not there 
produce Chancre, why then the ulcerous fluid does 
not partake of venereal infection, and it is not like 
chancrous fluid, for chancrous fluid, thus applied, 
does convey venereal infection. Therefore, says he, 
chancrous fluid is venereal, but ulcerous fluid is not 
I veneral. But how was a part of his experiment 
I proved ? I mean that part of bis experiment which 
I refers to Chancre. — Why, thus it was proved — The 
I Bubject, having only ulcerous fluid, he made use of 
I "his own ulcerous fluid, but he borrowed the chan- 
I crous fluid from another subject. For he says, that 
' he inoculated the man from the chancrous matter, 
\ and took also the matter from his own sores; and 
■ that the wounds impregnated with the matter from 
Chancres, became Chancres, but the others healed 
up." I do not see, by making this experiment with 
chancrous fluid taken from one subject and applied 
to another, much more insight could be given into 
the nature of venereal action, than by the common 
mode of infection, for in reality it is no more. And 
if this experiment had failed, and it most certainly 
would have failed, had the circumstance of the expe- 
riment or the convenience of it suited the present 
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^tale which 1 am about to give of it — had that been 
j)ut in practice, it would have most assuredly failed : 
sand then I suppose we should have been told, and 
■^-ve might have been so told with exactly as much 
"truth, that chancrous fluid would neither infect. 
T'or if the subject on which he made these experi- 
xnents had had local venerea! Chancres upon himself, 
instead of venereal constitutional ulcers ; if he had 
exactly reversed what he did, if he had inoculated 
the subject on another part with his own chancrous 
fluid, and had also inoculated him with the ulcerous 
fluid of another, then he would have found that his 
own chancrous fluid would have left no impression, 
but that the ulcerous fluid would have in conse- 
quence produced a Chancre, because this ulcerous 
fluid was the production of another, and from a 
constitution which was venereally infected. 

In short, had he founded his experiments upon 
true theory, instead of founding his theory upon his 
experiments, he would not have misled himself, nor 
would he have misled others; for I do not bcheve, 
thatin this instance, Mr. Hunter meant to mislead, 
for if I thought so, I should not hesitate to declare 
it. But this will shew the vanity of that theory 
which is formed out of experiment — experiment 
will confirm true theory, but no true theory can be 
obtained by experiment, for experiments may thus 
again he wrongly made. The circumstance of not 
being awake to, and of not having the mind open to 
receive an impression of that natural distinction 
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which there is in a relative action of one's own, 9imd^ 
upon ourselves, and in its general action, when iiff- 
parted to another, will mak^ all the difierenp^ i^^^ 
true or false theory, in a true or false id<^,of p9|spn^ 
in a true or false opinion which, may be given, pf 
common venereal occqrrences, in the dai^gi^ or 
safety of a patient; and moreover than tba^ lA 
i^scertaining whether we know any thing about di$t 
matter or not. Another lesson is inculcat^^ by thi|S|| 
that we should not be so sufficient in ourselves, ufk 
not to think any thing of the sufficiency of all^ the 
rest of mankind. 

The natural distinction which ought to have been, 
observed between fluid, as it relates to t^e subject 
which secretes it, and to the subject to whom it i^ 
transferred> is a key-stone to all the theory which 
can be in truth received for the confirmation of the 
nature of this poison, and of all others. Every an- 
cient Author sufficiently impressed upon our minds, 
by the strongest cases, that which the venereal yinw 
was capable of eflfecting. The venereal virus wVf 
alwi^ uniformly the same. Authors knew befpf? • 
us, and we not only were taught by them, but daily 
practape confirmed to us, that such being the sub- 
tilty of the disease, it appeared at very remo^ 
periods, after a probable opportunity were ^Yf^^ fpf 
contracting it — that children were infpcte^ ^ith \t, 
we knew not how— that husbands and yi^fs'^pif 
attacked with it, they knp«r not hpw— ^t phft^tity 
WfMi in danger of beiqg cafumpiated. from i^m Wr 



pwvbblor anbliiltj^ of tfauS' poiftoo-^^^nil that fyowL 
mnjr and estaUbhod biatoriesf of iinaccounji^le 
caBM which haw QoenroecH sus^oi^n v^m- ^Iwajfs. 
aimk* to fear aiut dre^< of it$, ^btilt}^, 
': 1 hatie satd^ histories* of ther u^Aurafl progress, of 
ite dificase comviAoe m ot thi^se? truth j3^ But^not?^ 
withstendiiig tbese^ wene koom:!^ to wm^ to pa^^^ yet:^ 
Aimh want of thisi d4stioctij0>a9 of thi» key-stoo^ of 
iitm kkiDwledge of rtlaibi^ aetioo ia the ppison. 
Mtber oor aneestora Bor our eoteoaporari^a have 
hMtt abbs tD fodrm that theopy, which exactly corre* 
^Bcb wi4^ and ctemonatrates its truth- by prooi; 
and. which watt boown to exis^ but oot bpw it csim^ 
to past.^ It ivas tof pro¥e these asaertioQs of our an- 
Milorar; it waai to aescertain what was a possible^ poweip 
m vinfe^ it was to etue^date tba^ which occMrced. hx 
iha history of thedieease^ that iiKhiced Mr. HuKT£i^ 
to appeal to experiments. Mr.. HuvTmi with tcutb 
taw thai these occurrences, which were said always 
ta bMre happened, and which certainly can and will 
happen again in the history o$, cases, were never ao^ 
Mvnted for : he therefore appeaJkd to e3i;{)eriiuents, 
in order to account for them* He (}id ths^t wbicb 
the best and first of all mankind can pn}y dot^rr- 
Ncme of us can reason, but from what we kpovy ; 
and through th^t limitation of bmnai>, power, Mr. 
HtWTBR failed. He made those e:!Lperiments wrong, 
virhich were to confirm a circumstance already known 
to be tnie« l^is is the point at issue. Tb^se ex- 
tmotxlifiary circwaistoncefi q|[ tbf^ subtiUy of tb^ 
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poison were known and confirmed, in instances in- 
disputable. Experiments were only wanted to ex- 
plain them. They were not wanted to prove whe- 
ther they had or could occur. Nobody that knew 
- any thing of the history of the disease, nobody that 
I had read, nobody that had practised, ever doubted ■ 

this fact, but nobody could or had explained it. 

I Having said thus much for Mr. Hunter, I will 

now point out where he was to blame. He was 

' to blame in affecting to despise an acknowledged 

power in venereal action. He was to blame in pre- 

I suming to suppose, that his experiments were right, 

, and that histories of the subtilty of the poison, in 

all the great variety of cases, were false. He was 

' to blame in concluding that the nature of venereal 

[■ poison must bend to his experiments. And he was 

L to blame in not paying more regard to what had 

[ been well attested of the power of venereal action ; 

I" in not seeking his instructions from the history of 

f cases, and from tlie most common symptoms, as ' 

I they most ordinarily occur. Had he been feithful 

in observing the natural action of the disease, had 

he been true to Nature, knowing that she is always ' 

constant, that she never deceives, and had he only 

attended to natural events, and reasoned upon them, 

he would have been right. 

If he had reasoned thus, he would have been right. 

If I take fluid which is secreted by a subject, 

and insert it upon any other part of his skin, wiH • 

that effect more flian it does by always being liable - 
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to be absorbed from a part upon which it is con- 
stantly dwelling? Can I expect, that by removing 
the fluid from one part to another, it will any more 
act from that cause, than it has been known to act, 
when opportunities for its action have constantly 
offered ? And yet in all the various cases of long 
and protracted Gonorrhoea, have I ever seen a single 
instance where it has so acted? From the same 
reasoning, why should I take chancrous fluid, which 
', dwells upon the Penis, and which neither produces 
another Chancre, nor Gonorrhcea on the same sub- 
ject? What am I to expect from such an experi- 
ment, if I did transfer this fluid from one part of 
the same subject to another? Can I expect to con- 
firm the true nature of the disease by it, if it should, 
thus tranferreil, excite another Chancre? Does not 
the true nature of the disease revolt at the idea? Did 
lever see that the fluid does generate fresh Chancres? 
Or if it did, should I not then see constant succes- 
. sion of Chancres on the same parts, and would not 
the whole of the glaiis and parts contiguous thereby 
become a galaxy of Chancres? What can I expect 
in consequence of my transplanting ulcerous fluid 
from one part to another of the same subject, 
but disappointment — seeing that parts surrounding 
ulcers are constantly exposed to the action of their 
fluid, if it had any — seeing that lymphatic glands 
would become inflamed, if absorption were virulent 
— and seeing that another Chancre was never gene- 
rated from it ? 
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Snch must have been the result of his^semi^ 

[ -the natural action of the virus. Such is the natural 

I '•'(fffect of the fiuki apon the individual who secretes 

''it. Not only the disease owes its support, but it 

vV4;annot be conveyed from one subject to another, 

FH^ithout a transfer of the fluid, in the most ordinary 

"way of infection, being absohitely made over from 

'him who secretes it, to him who is infected through 

■'it. Such is the fact, that the whole of the secretions, 

as it is exemphfied in the case of the tooth, which, 

'to all appearance, are not affected locally by the 

' 'disease, — that even the natural secretions of one con- 

' fltitutionally infected, do, when engrafted uponano- 

* ther subject, in extraordinary cases, produce mch 

symptoms as all those who have seen them, know 

-' them, and positively define them to be venereal. 

In making our observations for the discovery of 
■ truth, we should be conducted implicitly by Nature ; 
the only can point out the right path, which we 
are in search after; we are blind, she alone possesses 
' the sight ; we are ignorant, she alone can instruct. 
We therefore should always follow her, and not at- 
tempt to pursue our way without her couducting 
hand. 

I have now established the extent of the power 

"' of venereal virus, as it influences the individual who 

secretes it; and I have also established the extent 

of power of venereal virus, when it is imparted to 

another : here I mean to rest the question. 



CHAPTER X. 



UI.CERS ON THE TONSILS, AND ERUPTIONS 
ON THE SKIN. 



■'FR'6M'what I have already said, I have no occa- 
sion to go minutely into questions which may here- 
after arise, and which bear relation to the theory of J 
biir Own secretions having the least itifioence in sup- I 

'porting the disease, or of having any concern with ' 
the action of it on the same constitution. 1 am con- 
vinced by unerring observation, that Lues Venerea 
is not supported or aggravated on the same subject 
by any of that fluid, which is either produced in 
consequence of local, infection, nor bv any of that 

■ fluid which is produced in consequence of ulcers on 
the tonsils, of ulcers on the skin, or of ulcers situ- 
ated on any other part of the body whatsoever. 
This position is not only just, not only proved to be 
true, in consequence of our researches into the 

' effect of this fluid, but it is also in accordance with 

- the general nature and action of all poisons. 

Supposing we pursued the question, in order to 
try by it what would be the consequence to the 

' same individual, if his own fluid, from any venereal 
ulcers, had any power or concern in supporting or 
Renovating the disease, such fluid must be either 
re-absorbed into the habit, and by passing through 
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, the lymphatic glands, stimulate them, or it must 
; generate fresh ulcers wherever it were lodged so as 
■ , to have an opportunity of generating them. Or, if 
, the fluid, for example, which is discharged from 
I venereal ulcers on the tonsils, possessed a power of 
|>acting malignantly upon a constitution which secretes 
[ it, what would be the consequences locally and con- 
KBtitutionally, which we may have a right to expect, 
I from that being a fact ? jThey would be nothing less 
l^than that the whole of the mouth would become 
ihancrous, that the contiguous glands would become 
boes, that the fluid trickling down the throat 
f VouM excite ulcers, that the swallowed fluid would 
Wolcerate the stomach, and so very preposterously 
- would the argument upon this principle lead us on, 
that wo must expect, by giving it all its scope, that 
every secreting surface locally infected will produce 
I Gonorrhoea, and every lymphatic glaud a Bubo ; 
every part of the skin will be ulcerated; on every 
aponeurosis there will be a node ; and on every 
bone a caries. — But if none of these consequences 
do occur, what temptation have we for reasoning 
after this manner r We are bound to reason upon 
symptoms as they do occur, and must confine our- 
selves to that which we see, and which is the only 
true nature of the disease. 

Notwithstanding we find the latest Authors upon 
this disease, deciding upon eflects of absorption of 
our own fluids, as if these fluids really possessed a 
power of feeding the disease. When it is found, on 
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the contrary, that every venereal symptom, which 
is a result of constitutional infection, which is a re- 
sult of a dissemination of original virus received from 
another subject, is an apparent relief to the consti- 
tution. This is evident, by the symptomatic fever, 
and by manifold debilities which I shall shortly treat 
upon, being in some measure abated, after the con- 
stitution has thrown forth venereal eruptions, and 
after they have generated into ulcers. And although 
the constitution cannot by such eflects become freed 
of the foreign venereal poison, yet its existence undev 
that influence is protracted, and the efforts of it are 
in this instance similar to more general efforts by 
which it is governed, in endeavouring to free itself 
of that which is obnoxious to the living principle 
of it. 

If 1 appeal to the action of other poisons, my 
argument will not be found to lose strength by such 
analogy, it will be by that not only sti*engthened 
but confirmed. In the Small Pox a violent fevet 
prefaces the eruption, as does a general debility also, 
and no one eruption in the Small-Pox is generated 
from the infection of another; nor will matter taken 
fi-om one pustule, and by wounding a part of the 
skin, and by applying that matter where there was 
no pustule, produce another upon the same subject; 
Tbis experiment I have made. 

I therefore infer, that it is the actual absorption'^ 
alone of foreign venereal fluid imparted by another,' 
which progressively pervades the constitution, which 
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acts more slowly on some, and more rapidly no 
others, and which is disseminated through every 
integral part of the constitution, whenever it be 
under the whole "of the influence of venereal virus. 
And in order that this foreign virus should thus be 
■ disseminated, I do infer, that it is not absolutely 
I necessary there should be any local first symptom — 
I that it is not to be presumed a constitution may not 
I be as completely possessed of Lues Venerea, without 
I Sny local symptom, as it may be in concurrence 
I Jpith a first local symptom — and that therefore any 
f discharge from the same individual has no relation 
I to the venereal action of that fluid which is absorbed 
I into the constitution, and which was imparted by 
I another, I also infer, that a local symptom upon 
I any part from whence lodged venereal fluid was ab- 
I aorbed, and which in fact was the venereal flluid of 
I another subject, is not a sine qua non for venereal 
I mfection fully taking efiect upon that constitution 
I into which it was after this manner absorbed. 
I I shall now proceed to give a statement of symp- 
i toms which are produced in consequence of the 
actionof this foreign virils, after, through absorption, 
it has gained possession of the constitution. And 
also it must not be forgotten, that constitutional 
symptoms will be most materially aflfected, and un- 
dergo a change, when they have been influenced 
I by mercury. The time of the constitutional appear- 
' ance of symptoms, after the virus be completely 
absorbed into the habit, has been one of the most 
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indefinite and most irregular circumstances of the 
disease, and I will explain why it must have been so. 
When a Chancre or a Bubo wag a first symptom, 
ind when the time has been strictly ascertained of 
the appearance of one or other of them, then vene- 
real symptoms from an infected constitution will 
follow in regular succession, both in point of order 
and of time. In general, there will be a symp- 
tomatic fever, succeeded by ulcers on the tonsils, 
with or without eruptions on the skin, in six weeks • 
or two months after the date of either. But when 
mercury has been imperfectly administered for the 
cure of local symptoms, the regular succession of 
constitutional symptoms will be interrupted ; or, 
wheo the virus of another subject has been absorbed 
into the constitution, without leaving any local im- 
pression, and in consequence of which the patient 
does not suspect that he is infected from that con- 
nection, then ulcers on the tonsils, or eruptions on 
the skin, will appear within two or three months 
afterwards. This last possible form of infection 
being little known, and as little attended to, it has 
been a general practice to recur back to that period 
when the patient had a Chancre, Gonorrhoea, or 
Bubo, and to attribute the cause of the constitutional 
symptoms to one of them, if it were ever so remote. 
But whenever I see a patient on the immediate ap- 
pearance of ulcers on the tonsils, and eruptions on 
the skin, and who never had any local symptom, I 
am of opinion, that the disease was contracted by him 
within three months. q. 2 
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The signs of constitutional infection must be Va- 
rious, as it is found by experience. Some of these 
signs may be said to be commemorative of the dis- 
ease, to be assured tokens that the virus is actually 
present in the cooEtitution, notwithstanding it has 
not yet avowed itself by any constitutional symp- 
toms. Some commemorative signs not only betray 
a positive presence of the foreign virus in the consti- 
tution, but they tend to confirm those symptoms to 
be venereal, which, when they appear, might have 
been said to be equivocal, if such commemorative 
signs were not taken into consideration. 

It has been wisely and truly said by ancient wri- 
ters — that it is necessary, whoever would form a true 
prognostick, they should strictly define and properly 
judge of all the signs, and comparing their forces to- 
gether, examine which prevails ; and there ia no in- 
stance, in all the round of diseases, when this advice 
daims more attention, when it can be so applicable 
as in Lues Venerea. Because it will, and it neces- 
sarily must produce similar symptoms to other dis- 
eases, and which symptoms will be various, from an 
anatomical variety in the parts on which the disease 
is liable to fall. The nature of this disease is of so 
wide an extent, and it comprehends such an iufi- 
nite number of different symptoms, that it rather 
appears to be every disease than one disease. There- 
fore, it were vain to attempt a definition of that 
which cannot be comprehended within the narrow 
limit of a definition. It is much better to place, in 



OF AN IKFECTIBD COKSTrTUTION. 399 

siicoetsive views^ the nature, form^ and disposition 
of the disease, and the series and connection of e& 
feets which it produces, by an accurate description 
and enumeration of its most general symptoms* The 
whole of the symptoms of Lues Venerea do never 
occm: at one time upon the same subject. The 
whole of the symptoms never can be produced at 
oaee, since some of them are repugnant to others. 
Bat it is, notwithstanding, necessary that the whole 
of them should be known, that they should be 
placed in successive views, not as they must, from 
a relative bearing towards each other, absolutely be 
found upon a subject, but as they might, when anj^ 
number of them are found together, more clearly 
establish and point out a disease to be truly vene- 
real. So strongly am I convinced of the power of 
laies Venerea, that it exceeds mine, and has ex- 
ceeded the abilities of any man to follow it through 
all the mazes which the disease pursues, as if it were 
dbsigned to harass reason in developing them. For, 
ai the fluids/in general will partake of the infection, 
so will eVery part sooner or later become influenced 
by it. As every part is liable to disease from other 
caases, and as every particular part diseased will 
have its own particular symptoms and its own par- 
tknilar appearance, necessarily according with the 
anatomical fonn<ition of that part, so will venereal 
^fttptoms on «very particular part be found to be 
el|mvocal with other symptoms from other causes. 
It fliust not therefore be imagined, that the symp^ 
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toms wKich I shall relate will be all the symptoms 
that ever happen in Lues Venerea, and that there 
are no more than will be selected by me: I shall se- 
lect the chief, and those that are most commonly pre- 
sent, with other more subordinate ones. For if I did 
otherwise, I should be obliged, not only to go into 
all the diseases incident to the human body, but 
likewise into their distinctions, I am well aware, 
that I am enlarging the extent of power in virus 
upon the constitution of the subject infected ; and 
that in what I shall liereafter advance, I shall still 
have in view that perviable power which it possesses 
of bringing into diseased action any part of the con- 
stitution. But it must be remembered always, as 1 
have before now lemarked, that I am not introducing 
any innovation, that I am only confirming those attri- 
butes which have been said to belong to the disease 
by every Author who has given a history of it, from 
the first account of its introduction, till lately. 

Since the publication of Mr. Hunter's Treatise, I 
do not imagine that those who have not confined 
their studies to this disease in particular, have re- 
curred to any prior opinion upon it. They therefore 
will be impressed with an idea, that mine, in com- 
parison with his, is too extreme; and that if he fail 
of the truth, by narrowing the natural limited power 
of the disease, I am extending its power beyond 
I that point which the history of true venereal cases 
will support mc in. I shall only ask such, if they 
believe that the cases of the transplanted teeth are 
truly venereal? if the diseased Iria be ever venereal? 
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■)d if they believe that the accumulated opinions 
t former Authors are also true ? I know, as well 
^^ any man who reflects can know, that the preju- 
ci i ce from first impressiona is hard to be done away — ■ 
at the mind must be prepared for such a revolu- 
*<iin, must be engaged de novo — and that a change 
m opinion is not the sudden result of a stronger ar- 
ffuraent — but that the mind must he disencumbered 
ot' a wrong habit of thinking, before it can be free 
*v»d open for receiving the impression of a right one. 
*^t»e most energetic mind that ever was possessed by 
THan is capable of being imposed upon, \s capable of 
t^eiving an impression from early prejudice, which, 
like a weed in a rich soil, will root more deep, and 
grow more rank. 

I therefore know, that I am not only to affirm my 
facts, and to impress those with them who are open 
to receive them, hut I am also to take off from others 
the prejudice of a wrong theory, and to invite them, 
from bahitual reflection, to examine into- the merits 
of a true one, before they will be prepared for re- 
ceiving it, and firmly adopting it. It is necessary, 
from that motive, for me to assert, that by observa- 
tions which I have made from cases upon the nature 
of the disease, as well as by that strength which my 
opinion derives from the authorities of others, that 
there is not a visible part of the constitution which 
is not exposed to affections from Lues Venerea. 

I do not intend to inquire farther, how Lues Ve- 
nerea gets into the constitution, by being absorbed 
from that part to which the venereal fluid, received 
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from another first adhered, as that point has been, 
I flatter myaelfj already fully discussed, and strongly 
exemplified. It will be sufficient for me now to 
state, that there are two ways by which the infection 
is communicated to the habit. The most ordinary 
and common way is by the absorbent vessels, and 
through which the disease is communicated to the 
blood. The most extraordinary and uncommon way 
is by the infection being immediately communicated 
to the blood, and without the intervention of ab- 
sorbent vessels. By the ordinary way is meant, 
that natural intercourse of the sexes through which 
it is produced j and by the extraordinary, that natu- 
ral consequence which, as I have shewn, might pro- 
duce it from a transplanted tooth vitiated by venereal 
infection, or any thing like it, as by inoculation, &c. 
&c. In the former, it has to pass through the sys- 
tem of absorbing vessels into the blood ; and in the 
latter, it is communicated moredirectly to the blood, 
from not passing by lymphatic circulation. In the 
former, its consequences are alow, and appear at a 
greater and more uncertain distance of time; in the 
latter, its consequences are more rapid, more violent, 
and to a certainty in a much shorter time, the whole 
of the leading features of the disease being particu- 
larly strong and decisive. 

Although it is manifest from experience, that the 
whole of the fluids (as they hold a communication 
with the blood in every relative sense) must be in- 
fected when the blood is infected, yet it will be aeen . 



OF AN INFECTED CONSTITUTION. 233 

,|}iat the venereal poison affects some fluids sooner, 
QF more apparently, than others, that it more readily 
oroduces undeniable symptoms of its influence upon 
itliem, and that it more visibly betrays its action on 
some particular parts than on others. And although 
any part is liable to be vitiated from other causes, 
and the evident morbid state of it cannot be ascer- 
tained to be positively venereal by one instance 
alone, yet there may be apparent symptoms, at the 
same time, on other parts, and from comparing 
them together, they will confirm a disease to be ve- 
Dereal. Consequently such fluids, and such parts, 
which from their anatomical construction have the 
strongest disposition for first attaching the disease to 
tbem, will be most in common liable to betray the 
actual presence of it in the constitution, by their af- 
fections. I shall proceed in an enumeration of the 
most leading, and the strongest signs, which both 
indicate the disease to be venereal, and by which vee 
are to know it to be venereal. 

I have already hinted at a sign of the presence of 
the disease, before the constitution has betrayed it, 
and which I term a commemorative sign : it is, 
when a local part, which was the part to which the 
virus was imparted from the infecting subject, is not 
restored to a perfect sound state ; when, in conBC' 
quence of a Chancre, for example, the part where it 
was seated is thickened, and when there is in it a 
disposition to ulcerate afresh ; when the lymphatic 
glands of the groin are enlarged, and when they are 
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tender, or not, to the touch ; or when they are swelled 
beyond iheir natural proportion in a state of prior 
soundness. These are strong commemorative symp- 
toms of the disease being in the constitution; as are 
also redundant discharges from the sebaceous glands 
behind tlie glans Penis, and excoriations, and in- 
creasing warty excrescences. If equivocal symptoms 
of venereal infection come forth from the constitu- 
tion, and in the presence of these commemorative 
symptoms, the conclusion must be, that such equi- 
vocal symptoms are truly venereal. It is not always 
certain, that these commemorative symptoms will be 
present when the disease appears ; for 1 have already 
said, that sometimes the absorbents take up the de- 
posited virulent' fluid, without there being any local 
impression left upon the part where it was depo- 
sited : but this is rare, and even when it happens I 
am doubtful whether or not the glands of the groin, 
if they were watched, would not betray the escape 
of the virus into the constitution. 

Every subject, when locally infected, is attempted 
to be cured by more or less of that mineral which has 
BEEN universally given in this disease. And from 
this cause, the action of venereal poison, when it is 
not completely extinguished, maybe, and is for a 
time only enfeebled, and the influence natural to it 
thereby protracted. A longer time will be in conse- 
quence aflibrded for the disease to diffuse its baneful 
eflfects, for it to renovate and collect again In force, 
for it, by long uninterrupted exertion, to demon- 
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strate that power it fully possesses, and for it to come 
forth with all its true symptoms. When the opera- 
tion of mercury has been unsuccessful, when the ap* , 
plication of it has been injudicious, the action of the 
poison might have been only suspended, but not d6« 'j 
atroyed; the snake might have been scotched, but'] 
not killed ; the disease then will be certain to be b&* I 
trayed by the effects of it, if not so regular in point j 
of time, yet as true in point of symptoms and ao*>l 
tion. I shall to these causes attribute that tardiness I 
in its appearance which is found to prevail more now "j 
than it did on the first appearance of the disease in 1 
Euroj>e. . 

DEFINITION OF PRIMARY SYMPTOMS OF LUES ] 
VENEREA FROM AN INFECTED CONSTITU* ] 
TION. I 

Prior to the appearance of cutaneous eruptions, ] 
froQi venereal infection, the patient feels an uncom^ 1 
naon depression of spirits, and a languor that cannot 1 
be described. He feels erratic pains on every part , I 
of his body, and an aching pain in his cylindrical.! 
bones darting through them from without inwards; ] 
and he feels also frequently a pain on the pericra- 
nium, as if it were bound tight upon the bones of the 
head. When these pains are not severe in the night, . i 
they generally cause restless tossings and inquietude. 1 
'Ilj€8e seem to be very different from the excruci- 
ating and boring pains which attack cylindrical 
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bones in long habitual venereal infection, and which 
constantly thicken the periosteum of them. The 
former pains may be said to be merely erratic, and 
to be confined entirely to the periosteum, the mus- 
cular, aponeurotic, and ligamentous surfaces. They 
are sometimes so light as scarcely to excite a com- 
plaint about them, but at the severest they are evi- 
dently milder than the other species. A languor 
and lassitude are not only experienced during the 
day, when the patient is up, but are more expe- 
rienced in the morning after rising, the sleep which 
he had, and the bed on which he lay, affording him 
neither enjoyment nor refreshment. The fever 
which accompanies these symptoms is not of the in- 
flammatory class; the pulse is quick, the tongue is 
streaky, the shoulders are sore, the small of the back 
is aching, and the patient evidently wastes. 

These symptoms preface ulcers on the tonsils, 
as well as eruptions on the skin. The more gene- 
ral and complete these eruptions follow, the more 
apparent is the remission of the pains, and the 
abatement of the other foregoing symptoms. The 
whole of the complexion of the skin will be foflnd to 
be changed to a tawny hue. Plain spots appear, not 
protuberant, especially upon the breast, and upon 
both shoulders, of a red colour, purple, yellow, oi- 
livid ; sometimes distinct, small, circular; sometimes 
broad, and spreading wide. They appear frequently 
in the hair, with a scab on the forehead and on the 
cheeks, dry, running, furfarose, and frequently like 
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an herpes^ and also deep and ulcerating through th^ 
true skin^ making a large cavernous ulcer on the 
forehead^ which is called a corona veneris. In thie 
palms of the hands^ and the soles of the feet, these 
eruptions will generate into clefts, which will be- 
come hard, callous, itching, and discharge a thin 
ichor, and the cuticle being loosened, from the subja- 
cent skin^ separates from it in small pieces like scales* 
Tbfese spots will also deform the skin, with hard, 
callous, circular tubercles or pustules, not rising very 
high, ulcerating at the top, for the most part dry 
and without matter, but sometimes moist and run- 
ning, scaly, furfurose, and yellow. They are com- 
mon in the corners of the mouth, and on the alae of 
the nose; and this sort is frequently found about the 
forehead^ the temples, upon the hands, the wrists, 
and upon the thighs and the buttocks, and upon the 
loins ; and sometimes they are dispersed all over the 
body. 

Other primary symptoms are, an affection of the 
tonsils, and other internal parts of the mouth, throat, 
and' nose. The uvula, tonsils, and the whole arch of 
the &uces, suffer pain, heat, and inflammation, are 
isroded by ulcers, and a caries is communicated to 
tbc bones of the palate, by which they are in a very 
short time destroyed. Tubercles and pustules arise 
ift the palate, which degenerate into round phagade- 
luc Ulcers, by which the whole of the bony roof of 
the palate is perforated with a caries as far as t^ie 
noie. The membrana pituitaria, partaking. of dis- 
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ease, either is thickened, is fungous, ulcerous, or 
oallous, terminating in ozcena or mahgnant ulcers, 
from which the spongy bones, and the two triangu- 
lar bones of the nose, with the vomer by which it is 
supported, becoming a caries, sink. This is the 
cause of that manifest depression of the nose from re- 
iiereal infection. The speech in consequence be- 
comes changed, the voice is hoarse, and sometimes 
tlie subject cannot be ever after understood, unless 
lint, or something else be stufTed in to supply the 
vacuum. The gums will be eroded, and the teeth 
will drop out, the breath will be foetid, and hot and 
raking. As the affections of the skin and tonsils, 
and sometimes the palate, but not always, for these 
appearances will there be generally later, are syn- 
chronous, I thought it fitting that they should be 
mentioned together. But those of the palate would 
soon succeed the former, if they were not prevented 
by mercury. The ulcers on the uvula will have at 
first a white appearance, as if a piece of hog's lard 
were lodged upon tliepart, which in time will erode 
deeper and deeper, whilst those on the tonsils will 
be deep, and, in their appearance, apthous. To the 
eye that is conversant in observing them, they can 
hardly fail of being well defined, though not so ea- 
sily described ; but mercury will make always an al- 
teration in them. Thus much 1 can proclaim, 
without hesitation, that whenever the tonsils and the 
uvula are ulcerated from a venereal cause, the ulcers 
wilt never spontaneously heal, but will coatinually 
spread, if that be not prevente<i by mercury. 
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OTHER VENEREAL CONSTITUTIONAL SYMP- 
TOMS AT A MORE ADVANCED STAGE OF 
LUES VENEREA. 

By recurring back to ancient Authors, the consti* 
tutional symptoms will be found to be defined 
exactly correspondent with the present action of the 
virus, whenever it be truly left to exert it. Thus 
ViQO, after he has treated upon a Chancre, pro- 
ceeds in a relation of the following symptoms, in 
consequence of the foreign virus having been ab- 
sorbed into the habit. It is found in his Practica 
Copiosi in Arte Chirurgica. 

'' Quamobrem non ita hujusmodi pustulae benefi- 
cio medicinali, intus et extra applicato, poterant h 
medico curari, ut non semper earum maliti4 totum 
corpus amplectaretur, cum ulceratione partium ge- 
nitalium difiicillimae curationis et facilis recidivae : 
quare, licet predictae pustulae deponantur, tamen 
etiam atque etiam solent recidivam facere : quare 
post earum sanationem quamprimum pustulse crus- 
tosse et interdum cum carnositate elevata ad modum 
verrucas super irontem, caput, collum, et faciem, 
brachia et tibias, et fere per totum corpus diffusae 
faemnt: et usque, in hodiernum diepi hujusmodi 
morbus hunc ordinem servat. Similiter quoque in-^ 
terdum cum dictis pustulis, vel saltern post earum 
ortum^ iode ad mensem cum dimidio vel ultra pa* 
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tiens laboravit, dotoribus clamosis interdum circa 

frontera, interdum in scapulis, et humeria et bra- 

cbiis, et aliquando in tibiis, coxis et anchis. Qai- 

[ bus doloribus, aliquando multum post tempus, viz. 

1 post annum et ultra, quzedam oriebantur schirrhosi- 

E tates ad instar osseum ; a quibus segrotantes dolori- 

thns clamosis vexabantur presertira tempore noctis, 

[ fet sedabantur die. Pro quorum sedatione anodyiiEe 

r.-medicinBe k doctoribus commemoratse sedativae do- 

' loria administrataa nullum affectum doioria sedati- 

viim aegrotanti prsestabant. Cujus doloris finis fer^ 

semper fuit, oa, et almoschatin corrumpere et vitiare 

quemadtnodum in ventositate spinae accidit." 

This iiiatory of the disease was given by Vjgo, in 
1513; and thus it appears, that as it was at first, 
I BO it now is, not on the decline, but exactly the 
same. Eruptions then, from a constitutional infec- 
tion imparted by a Chancre, were produced all over 
the skin, in about six weeks. These were preceded 
by acute and erratic pains ; and in a few months 
afterwards, these pains became more and more irito- 
lerable, and particularly at niglit; they then at- 
tacked the bones, and made them caries. If I ware 
to rest the prejent definition of symptoms of the 
disease upon the faithful report of ancient Authors, 
perhaps I might not be so hkely to be misled. 
For although I am as anxious after the trutli as they 
could have been, and although 1 defy the preferable 
purity of any man's motives, yet their opportunities 
were more favourable than mine. For Vigo was 
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among the first who introduced mercury : he there- 
ktre, and others before him, must have frequently 
seen the natural symptoms and progress of the disr , 
ease when not disguised by mercury. It appears ( 
from the concurring testimony of every Author, | 
that nodes and caries bones were tlie latest sympr | 
toms of the disease: and that it was the same for- 
merly as it is now, in that respect, I have shew^ j 
from ViGOj who ends his description with symptoioa i 
of its attack on these parts ; as does also Fracastoi | 
RIUS, in his treatise de Morbo Gallico, whose de^ | 
scription of constitutional venereal symptoms I will \ 
also produce. 

*' Tandem, quod in majori parte inerat, ulcuscu]a 
qnaedaoi circa pudenda oriebantur, iis non dissimi- 
lia, quae solent ex fatigatione contingere, quam, 
curiam vocant ; sed natura long^ impar, nam h£ec 
et emori contumax erat, et victa una parte, alia re- 
germioabat immortali propagine. Post ha;c crus- 
tosse quxdam pustulie per cutem erumpebant, in 
quibusdam quidem a calvaria incipientes (quod ut 
plurimuni erat), in quibusdam in aliis locis parvae 
primum ex apparebant, mox augebantur paulatim 
ad magnitudinem cooperculi gtandis, et similitudi- 
nem etiam iis non adsimiles quae in pueris achores 
Tocantur. DifferentJEe earum multae visebantur, 
quibusdam parvae et sicciores, quibusdam majores et 
pinguiores, itonnutlis lividse, aliis exalbidaa leviter 
pallentes, aliis duriores et subrubentes. Omnes 
autem paiicis post diebus aperiebantur, ac mncore 
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quodam mucilagineo foetido manabant, nee dici. 
potest quantus ille mucor perpetuo affluebat, quanta 
sordities. Exulcerata? deinde exedebaot more eorum 
ulcerum quae phagsedenica appellantur, atque inter- 
dum non soIsb carnes sed et ossa etiaiii ipsa inBcie- 
bant," 

From what I have here quoted, and from what 
Constantly has occurred, in the most general sense, 
in this disease, it appears that the bones are the 
latest parts affected : and I flatter myself that 1 
shall not be found to depart from the truth, when I 
lay down some few positions, which are not only 
confirmed by the history of the disease, as it was 
described by our ancestors, but also by the ap- 
pearances of it, as it ordinarily occurs at the present 
period. 

A languor, prostration of bodily strength, quick 
pulse, erratic pains, loss of appetite, restless nights, 
wasting of the habit, and an undescribable change 
in the countenance, precede the eruptive state. 
The eruptions generally appear in six weeks after 
tlie habit is tainted, they are different in their ap- 
pearances on different parts of the body, and on 
some they now and then disappear spontaneously, 
leaving their mark behind them. There will be a 
constant succession of them, and they will in time 
generate into ulcers. Ulcers on the tonsils, and on 
the palate and nose, will go on to destroy every part 
to which they are attached. In some time after, 
the pains will become more fixed, tormenting and 
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constant ; particularly at night time, the reat will 
be broken, and the disease will then begin to shew 
itself by nodes on the periosteum, by gummata on 
the aponeurosis of muscles, and after these a caries 
of the cylindrical bones and of the head will follow. 
The softer and most sanguineous parts become the 
first victims, and so on to the harder, which will be 
the last to be attacked, when the disease has in pro- 
cess of time collected in force, and is enabled to van- 
quish obstacles, which in the beginning it could not 
effect. For the erratic pains which precede every 
appearance, may be considered as an effort in tlie 
constitution to get rid of the disease, and as an 
effort in the disease to obtain a lodgment: the 
softer parts, being with more facility overcome, 
more abounding with blood-vessels than tendonous 
and bony substances, are consequently the first to 
experience the effect of poisonous action. 

The order in which the disease appears is ac- 
counted for from the different construction of the 
parts. They are all from the first equally exposed 
to be attacked by the disease, and it is not impro- 
bable that it is acting on every part, from the very 
beginning of the primary constitutional symptoms. 
For, as the periosteum and tendons betray signs of 
disease by nodes, in some months, which signs are 
betrayed on sanguineous and softer parts, by ulcers, 
in six weeks, so by comparing these different con- 
stractions, it is natural to infer, that such would be 
the effect if the date of original diseased action on 
R 2 
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every one of them were the same. Besides, it must 
- be remarked, that the pain, which is so intense in 
the end, comes gradually on the periosteum and 
tendons ; that by their resistance to extension and 
thickening, the pain is created, and that the disease 
must have made already some progress before such 
effects could have been produced. I am, therefore, 
strongly inclined to believe, that the disease on these 
parts commences with other earlier appearances; 
for, as I first remarked, I have seen them come on 
from a malignant and spreading Chancre, in bix 
weeks after the Chancre healed, and they never 
shifted, but continued to increase for nearly twenty 
months, until the patient was cured by mercury in 
extraordinary quantities, and by many repetitions. 
The pains at first were somewhat erratic ; but what 
I mean to say is, that from the first attack of these 
pains, which was six weeks after that tlie Chancre 
healed, for twenty months the patient had no in- 
terval of rest, nor had he any other symptom but 
nodes, and was unremittingly bored by these pains. 
All this can be very readily accounted for : — He 
took at times enough of mercury for preventing a 
return of the symptoms on the softer parts, and 
which usually precede the pains and nodes on the 
tendons and periosteum, but he took not enough to 
eradicate and extinguish the venereal action on these 
parts, and on the constitution in general. 

In order -to prove that my tlieory of the dis- 
ease commencing on the harder parts at the same 
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jjeriod that it commences on the softer is true, and 
that its protraction is only in consequence of mer- 
cury, I shall give another quotation from Fracas- 
torius : 

" Prseter prEedicta omnia, quasi parva ilia forent, 
ingcntes lacertorum dolores accedebant, siepe cum 
ipsJB pustulis, interdum ante, nonnunquam post, et 
ipsi quidem diuturni ; quibus nihil crudelius aderat : 
affligebant praicipu^ noctu, dolor autem non pro- 
pria in juncturis inerat, sed circa lacertos ipsos et 
nervos. Verum quibusdam, nihilominus, sine do- 
lore ullo oriebantur pustulse; qulbusdam, sine pus- 
tulis doiores ; major pars utrisque affligebatur." 

I do therefore repeat, that in common these 
symptoms of the disease may remain after mercury 
has beon given effectually for removing symptoms 
on the softer parts, but ineffectually for the preven- 
tion of those on the harder, and that this is generally 
the cause of their appearing, and continuing, when 
no other symptoms are apparent. And 1 do also 
repeat, and my authority for it is corroborated by 
this quotation from Fracastorius, that the rudiments 
of tliese symptoms commence with those on the 
softer parts, and that it is only from a difference in 
the anatomical construction of them, which makes 
the difference in point of time in their appearance. 

The disease, when it shovrs itself on the aponeu- 
rosis of muscular parts, produces a tumour which is 
at first hard, and which often afterwards becomes 
soft, containing within it a glary mucus; the part 
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will be exquisitely tender at the touch, and will, in 
process of time, generate into a spreading cavernous 
ulcer. The ligaments and tendons on the joints 
often suffer from this cause, and the pain is like 
that in the gout, from its being produced on the 
same parts. When the pain comes on upon the 
periosteum of a cylindrical bone, it will be found 
to extend the whole length of it, and to be only 
coii6ned by each epiphysis of the bone. There 
will be exquisite tenderness experienced on touching 
the part, the periosteum will be thickened, and the 
skin which covers it will be cedematous, retaining 
the impression of the finger. The periosteum will 
at length inflame the skin, it will ulcerate, and 
sometimes slough away, exposing thereby a caries 
of the bone to view. But when this is not the case, 
and it is not commonly so, owing to the disease not 
being permitted to proceed, the node will be found 
to be hard and circumscribed, extending itself up 
and down the surface of the bone, and sometimes 
there will be distinct nodes on the same bone. 

The ischiatic parts wi II be often materially affected ; 
they will become enlarged, and the whole of the ex- 
ternal part of the hip will be painful. A lumbago 
will also affect the loins. The pains which affect 
the bones and the membranes will be such as if they 
were continually boring through by a trepan. The 
bones will be subject to the worst effects, when the 
disease has been suffered to go on, and when the 
power of it has been long continued so as to produce 
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them : the thickest parts of them will swell out into 
greater or lesser exostoses, sometimes with soft ex- 
crescences, and sometimes with hard ; and these at 
certain times will excite clamorous and raging tor- 
ture ; at other times they will give the patient very 
little trouble, just as the parts in succession are 
changing from a state of health to that of disease. 
The bones at their extremities, where they are 
spongy, and less compact, will by degrees be en- 
lat^ed, with a slow accretion of matter, through 
their whole substance, but unequally, according to j 
an inequality in their thickness. This is owing 
the periosteum having been previously destroyed, J 
The pain that is experienced will not be so intensQ^ 
as on harder parts of bones; and after they are en- 
larged, there will be an anchylosis. A caries will J 
penetrate the whole substance of the bones ; it will ' 
be found to affect the meditullium, as well as the 
superficies, and to be so universal as to destroy the 
living principle of them ; from whence they become ", 
incapable of bearing the least force, and are brokeij i 
without the least, in the end. 

The lymphatic secretions, and the glands that 
secrete them, also experience the ravages of the 
disease. The eye-lids will be thickened, rough, red, 
itching, watery, callous, and ulcerous; the tunica , 
conjunctiva will appear cedematous, inflamed, 
watery, and ulcerous, discharging continually a^J 
sharp acrid fluid ; and the cornea will become' 
opaque, and sometimes it will be ulcerated. The 
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very humours will be vitiated, and vision wiU in 
consequence be destroyed. The caruncle situated 
in the greater canthus of the eye will be much en- 
larged; and the saccus lachrymalis will be ulcerated, 
producing by it a venereal fistula lachrymalis. 

The Iris also is exposed to the infection of Lues 
Venerea*. A pale redness all round the cornea is 



* The Quarterly Journal of Foreign Medicine »nd Surgery, 
lat November, 1818, haa given a most excellent paper on Iritis, 
from Professor Schmidt of Vienma, who was the first both ac- 
curately to discriminate the disease from the various kinds of 
opTHALMiA with which it was previously confounded, and to 
GIVE it the name of Iritis. — It is ^rprising, he adds, and so 
It is to me, that this iuiportant Essay ha^ not been hitherto no- 
ticed in England. I need not add to this note, that lately a 
paper on Iktis has been published by Mr. Tkavess, and that 
nothing has been said in that paper, about Mr. Professor 
Schmidt, who was the fikst Publisher on the Disease, 
AND WHO gave thb NAME OF Ikitis TO IT. I shouId bIso re- 
mark, that in the Second Edition, where Mr. Travers's Paper 
apiiears, nothing is there said of the Author of Iritis. Pro- 
fessor Schmidt's publication came out in ISOt, Mr. Travers has 
noted Dr. Beer's Work, which was published in 1813, who de- 
scribes, as distinct affections, a venereal and arthritic Iritis. The 
opinion of Mr. Travers, is to confound the action of meFcaiy for 
the cure of Iritis, by a sort of equivoque : it brings it on and it 
cures it. Mr. Travers has said, that the beneficial effects of mer- 
cury is an observation but of a few years date, and there he refers 
to Dr. Beer of Vienna, in the year 1813 : this is exactly like to 
what John Hunter would have said. The fact is, (hat Rrofessor 
Schmidt published his Essay in 1801. There is nothing in Mr, 
Travers not to be found to the purpose in Professor Schmidt. 
Both insist that Lues Venerea is a cause of Iritis, and 
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the first symptciia perceived ; this is at firM seiited 
IB the sclerotic alotie^ but the conjunttiva verj ^on 
shares in it. and afterwards becomes much the 
more fed of the two. However few the vessels 
may be elsewhere, there is always a broad zone of 
them all tt>und the cornea, a ;sone formed at this 
place not only by the vascular.. net- work in the con- 
junctiva, but by the cilinry vessels on the external 
surfajce of the sclerotic. The tedness ha^ a. peculiar 
tint, for instead of being bright red it is. brownish, 
something like the colour of cinnamon*; iFjcom this 
zone the vessels have ft. tendency to . bte prolongated 

THAT IS ALL I WANT FOR MY* FR);sENT ARc'yMBNT. Having 

* • • • 

said thus much^ I wish to say something* aUdi^ as toFttiffessor 
Schmidt, and which is, whether he he now livUfg^6riiot,<i' wonde^ 
tiiat any author of an English pttUtcaiioii/.eoniiligifbvtJ^^to ilM 
world with sueh high na^ea (and one of their Essays beaifii^ the 
title of the author who christened it), and arowing that the hene- 
ficial effects of mercury in the cure of it is an observation of 
LATE DATE, should Bot havc paid some attention to the name, 
imk, tmd reputation, of such an author as IVofesdbr ^hmidt of 
YiemuL ! I must confto^ Lfeelextremdy earnest upon this head, 
because I think the English body of Surgeom are interested in 
the explanation. If any one of us went to Vienna after the se- 
cond edition of these Essays appeared, and talked of the name§ 
6f Schmidt and of Travers, we should feel ashamed of theomission ; 
and therefore . I recoimnend to Mr. Traverse when the Essays 
come into a third editioo, to explain the cause of the (imtsfdon $ 
for I am confid^t, from the known iionour of the parties^ and 
firom their anxious desire ths^t every bird should have his own 
proper feather, that they will do so, and that they will do it after 
such a manner that an English medical utim Can travel over the 
continent with credit. 
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I Under the edge of the cornea. The whole cornea 
I now becomes uniformly hazy, losing its clearness 
without being in any place actually untransparent. 
This appearance of the cornea seems dependant on 
some affection of its posterior surface, or, more accu- 
rately speaking, of the membrane of the aqueous 
humour, by which it is lined. The pupil becomes 
contracted, and the iris limited in its motions, as in 
common iritis ; but the pupil does not preserve its 
natural situation. It is removed in a direction up- 
wards and inwards, towards the root of the nose, 
and is irregular. Along with this, the iris loses its 
natural colour, and projects forward. 

There is always an aggravation in the symptoms 
towards evening; the intolerance of light and pain- 
ful sensibility of the whole eye increasing, and a 
gush of tears following every change of light and 
temperature. At length a regular nightly pain seta 
in, 13 extremely severe, and is strictly limited to 
that part of the cranium immediately above the 
eyebrow. It usually begins between six and seven 
in the evening, gradually increases, reaches its ut- 
most height about midnight, and then diminishes, 
till about four or five in the morning, when it ceases. 
After every such attack of pain the pupil is found 
more contracted, drawn farther npwards and in- 
wards, the iris more altered both in colour and 
form, the quantity of lymph increased, and conse- 
quently vision more impeded. 
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The ears also will not be found to escape. There 
I js not a more common, manifest, indicative symp- 
tom of venereal affection, and especially when asso- 
ciated with other aifections, than an hissing noise, 
axi aching pain, thickness in hearing, and deafness. 
The internal part of the ear, the cavity of the tym- 
panum, the mastoid sinus, the canals, and the laby- 
rinth, are exposed to suffer by inflammation and 
ulceration, attended with violent and continual 
pains. The small bones which assist in the action 
of the ears, and the bony arch of the ears, will alt 
be liable to be destroyed by a caries. A sanious 
ichor will flow from the ears, as from a fistulous 
sinus : the cartilage of the ears will be thickened 
externally. 

The functions, as well as the parts which produce 
them, become impaired or destroyed, by which a 
period is put to the existence of the patient, some- 
times by colliquative fever. A wasting in the solids 
will expose the glandular parts, which will be found 
to be enlarged and knotty. The secretions every 
where will proclaim the disease : as will also ragged 
excrescences on the verge of the anus, thickening of 
the prepuce, redundancy of discharge from behind 
the glaiis, encreasing warts, scirrhus of the testicle, 
thickening of the spermatic chord, ulcers on the 
scrotum, falling off of the hair and eye-brows. The 
nails will be diseased, lose their shining appearance, 
and will become rough and uneven ; and there will 
be a redness on the skin at their roots. Such are the 
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[ general effects of venereal infection. In short, the 
L whole of the fluids and the whole of the solids will 
I be found to undergo a diseased change, from vene- 
I real conatttutional infection. It will be apparent, 
[ }>y the known progress of the disease, and by its 
I universal action, that sooner or later every visible 
I |)art of the body, the whole of the solids, and the 
] whole of the fluids wilt be exposed to sufller, to be 
' changed, and to be contaminated by it. 

I have related such symptoms which are certain to 
be the effects of venereal infection, and which will 
I progressively go on, without an intervention of mer- 
I cury. But it must not be imagined that any rela- 
I tion which is or can be given of the venereal poison, 
will be perfect. Every patient who is confirmedly 
under fche influence of venerea! poison, will be pos- 
sessed with some of these leading symptoms in the 
difsease, but the whole of these symptoms are 
scarcely to be expected upon the same subject j nor 
will the desperate ends of the most important be 
seen, but when the disease has gone on, from error 
in judgment of its true nature, or from its not hav- 
ing been treated in any way. No point in practice 
ought more to be inculcated, than care in ascertain- 
ing the true nature of any disease, in the first in- 
stance ; for if a diagnostick be wrong, nothing after, 
that can be done, will be right. A Surgeon perhaps 
might conceive that the pains which attend vene- 
real affections of the bones and periostenm were 
from rheumatism, and this wrong definition might 
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be never corrected. The patient will never, in eon- 
seqaence of treatment tor rheumatism, experience 
ease, nor obtain a cure ; but on the contrary, his 
disease, under that misconception of it, will proceed, 
will become more and more aggravated in its symp- 
toms, and the torments from it must be as long en- 
dured by him as the true nature of it lies concealed. 
Irregularity, and impatience in submitting to re- 
gimen, vrill be a cause of Lues Venerea being left 
behind after the use of mercury. And this will 
happen when a Surgeon is chosen particularly for 
his reputed intuitive adroitness: for although he 
can always answer for his own sound opinions in 
practice, yet he cannot be responsible for the event 
of instructions which are dictated with a certain pro- 
bability of advantage, and which are absolutely ne- 
cessary for securing the safety of the patient from 
future return of symptoms, if such advice be impru- 
dently neglected, or only carelessly followed. This 
13 a cause of most anomalous symptoms. The inter- 
val between an original complaint and a return of 
it may be a long time, when mercury has been 
used but ineffectually. Many are the instances 
which mav be brought to prove a recurrence of 
venereal symptoms, year after year, when the dis- 
ease has been imperfectly cared. Such interval be- 
tween original infection and the recurrence of symp- 
toms may not, to a common observer, betray the 
least sign of any remaining infection ; the latent 
sparka of it, when unextinguished, may not directly 
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rekindle, and collect sufficiently for discovering a 
true cause by which they were produced. 

I would not advise any person to imagine, that he 
' must be free from a venereal taint because no symp- 
toms directly appear after an irregular use of mer- 
cury : for it must not be forgotten, that although all 
the symptoms which I have enumerated be strong 
affirmative proofs of the action of the disease, when- 
ever they appear, yet an absence of them is but a 
very weak negative proof of the constitution being 

' entirely free of the disease. 

When the disease has frequently occurred, and at 

. very distant periods, it will become so assimilated • 
and habituated with every part of the constitution, 
that it is scarcely possible to eradicate it. But if, 
by a quantity of mercury, and that continued long, 
the disease should yield, and the symptoms of it re- 

■ tire, a knowledge of ttiat effect ought to be the 

' strongest inducement for encouraging a perseve- 
rance, from time to time, in that remedy, which at 
once betrays the disease it is intended to cure. It 
.seems impossible to reflect, without horror, upon 
the miserable lot of that subject who is possessed 
of this disease, but who is not impressed with a true 
idea of the nature of it ; who appeals for relief, but 
can obtain none ; and who flies from remedy to re- 
medy, from want of the original cause of it being 
J detected. 

The attention should ever be awake to a possibi- 
ity in recurring symptoms ; for if that be not the 
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case, the most certain venereal symptoms that ever 
were defined may be overlooked, and may be treated 
after every other manner but as venereal. The 
whole of the Materia Medica will then be in vain 
appealed to for effecting a cure. This possibility, 
by those who are the most conversant in the nature 
of the disease, is by them the most strongly im- 
pressed. And it therefore should be never forgotten, 
that if a disease does not yield to all other powerful 
remedies, and that if a disease has the least similarity 
in symptoms with those which may be not only de- 
fined true venereal symptoms, but also with equi- 
vocal symptoms, such a disease might be a recurrent 
Lues Venerea. 

The importance of this question, 1 must repeat 
it, is very high; for if it be taken for granted that 
the case be not venereal, even when the disease and 
tile possibility of it has been recollected, but other- 
wise decided and otherwise treated, and when at the 
same time the disease was venereal, then the patient 
will be shut out of every prospect before him but 
tliat of a diseased and miserable existence. To 
prove this argument, I could instance the mistaken 
proceedings of many cases, and the events of them. 
It will be extremely necessary to attend to this cirr 
cumstance of Lues Venerea, and to be awake to 
the possibility of it. The importance of knowing 
this fact, and of giving it its due weight, will be 
found very essential. Such cases, rightly defined, 
Mfill gain more credit than those which occur 
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I'iarly, and at regular periods, from the first local in- 
fection ; for recent symptoms carry with them no 
suspicion of the disease being a;iy other but venereal. 
Such speak for themselves, and plead their own 
cause. But when the fact is doubted, a cure, through 
a long course of mercury, is submitted to, from want 
of confidence, with great reluctance. 

An Officer, when quartered in Ireland, was at- 
tacked with a Chancre more than two years before 
I saw him. His Chancre was healed, in consequence 
of mercury ; but his mouth becoming sore of a sud- 
den, mercury was left off while the Chancre was 
healing. A hardness and thickening of the parts 
remained, and there was a second tendency on the 
chancrous part to open afresh. In a short time 
afterwards it opened afresh, and he was attacked 
with pains, which were truly erratic pains, such as 
precede eruptions. Eruptions soon followed, in 
consequence of which he appHed to mercury again, 
and his mouth soon became sore. Because his Sur- 
geon and Physician judged that he should have 
enough of mercury, they rubbed in near an ounce 
at once of ointment, made of equal parts. His 
mouth again being thus suddenly made sore, he 
desisted from mercury, and his pains disappeared, 
as did also the eruptions, one of which had left a 
large scar on his forehead, and another below his 
left eye, on his cheek. In about twelve months 
after this, his pains returned, and arrived to such a 
pitch, that he had no remission of them at night. 
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He had gummata on his elbow, and nodes on his 
tibiae. He was emaciated. He had an ulcer just 
within sight, behind his uvula. And moreover 
than this, he had a considerable node on one of hia 
parietal bones. 

Now I beg to know, how it was possible that this 
case could be mistaken ? But the sequel of the case 
will prove not only that it was mistaken, but how 
it was mistaken. 

The Surgeon and Physician thought fliey had 
done enough with mercury, and the Officer, de- 
spairing of a cure there, with difficulty reached 
London last August was twelve months, and ap- 
plied to another Surgeon. That Surgeon sent him 
down to the salt water. He bathed in both hot 
and cold baths, and took bark, vitriolic acid, and 
opium at night. After remaining there for sis 
weeks, he returned to town, and was but just ca- 
pable of crawling with the assistance of crutches. 
He paid his Surgeon a second visit, who then told 
him there was no farther call for mercury, and who 
prescribed for him increased doses of opium, and 
gum guaicum. The Officer finding that his case 
was no longer considered as venereal, and from 
that cause, judging he could, from the practice of a 
Physician, obtain that relief which he had hitherto 
sought in vain from his Surgeon, the Doctor, upon 
hearing the opinion of his former Surgeon, prescribed 
bark and steel for the case. But on his second visit, 
' he told him of his suspicions that the disease was 
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yet most likely to be venereal, and desired him to 
consult a Surgeon again. It was at this period that 
I first saw him. Alter hearing his case attentively, 
I told him, that I could do nothing for him, until 
my opinion were confirmed by another Surgeon, and 
l.we were both confirmed in the opinion, that the 
ficase was venereal. The symptoms then were those 
I which I have already stated. The result of this 
b case, in a few words, was, — that by a gradual intro- 
duction of mercury for two months, the patient be- 
came quite restored to health ; whereas, if mercury 
had been hurried into the habit, that restoration to 
health would never have been obtained. In this 
consisted the whole of the difference — a diflereoce 
which in its consequences was very serious and 
alarming. 

I will make but one remark. If in this palpable, 
case every possible idea of its being venereal was 
renounced, how much more might it have been so, 
if the symptoms had been more anomalous. The 
only staggering circumstance in the case was, that 
the ulcers on the forehead and cheek had healed. 
This proves, that symptoms on soft parts will give 
way, when pains in the bones do not, and that with 
less mercury success will be obtained in the former 
instances than in the latter. I do not call this an 
intricate anomalous case, nor any thing so equivocal; 
but if in such a case as this, the true disease be left 
undecided, what will be the fate of those infected, 
whose symptoms are more intricate and anomalous? 
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I attended an Irregular lady, who was attacked by 
^ boring fixed paios in the bones of her legs and arms. 
The periosteum was thickened on the tibia; and ra- 
dii. She rubbed in mercurial ointment, four times, 
at four different periods. Each time she rubbed in, 
the pains relaxed, and the thickening went down: 
the last mercurial process, by being made more pro- 
tracted, and by her being closely confined to her 
chamber, completely removed her complaints. 

1 was applied to, to visit a lady who came from 
the North of England, to be advised for a fixed 
patD which she had on botli her tibite, but more 
especially one of them was uncommonly painful 
at nighttime. The skin was a^dematous, and the ^ 
part was so exquisitely tender, that she could not 
bear the bed clothes, 1 knew her history — that she 
had been in promiscuous venery in this town, that 
she had been married three years, and that she had 
ever since privately lived in the country, and had 
conducted herself exemplarily sober, and in every 
sense properly. I found no difficulty in persuading 
either her or the husband into a belief of my opinion 
of the nature of her case. I understood that every 
antispasmodic had been long tried, that she had en- 
dured pains for twelve months, that they increased 
every night, and that they were always most boring 
ill wet weather. I gradually insinuated mercury 
into the habit. In a fortnight her pains began to 
abate; in a month she could bear the parts to be 
touched ; in two months only a little hardness and 
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thickening remained on the periosteum of the tibias; 
and in three months I desisted from mercury; which 
had been continued daily to that time, during which 
she positively grew better in her appearance of health, 
recovered her flesh, and to my knowledge she has 
remained perfectly well. 

It was the state of her husband, which first awoke 
a suspicion of the case of this lady being venereal. 
He, from being an healthful handsome subject, had 
grown thin, had a nauseous discharge from behind 
his prepuce and which was thickened, had ulcers. on 
his tonsils, eruptions on his skin, and two nodes on 
his forehead. For these appearances he had been for 
some time taking advertised drops, and which, it 
may be presumed, had made the disease so long sta- 
itionary. He submitted to a mercurial process, after 
a very regular manner, and also got well. The man- 
I ner in which he was infected was most assuredly by 
the venereal vitiated secretions from his wife. 

From the present mode of treatment of eruptioBs 
I which have followed Chancres healed without mer- 
cury, I anticipate increased numbers of cases of chil- 
[ dren born with venereal infection. 

A young gentleman, just before he married, had 
t been attended for venereal symptoms of an infected 
L constitution. Thinking himself safe, he married a 
L beautiful woman, who was delivered of a boy at the 
I end of ten months free of all venereal infection. 
During her second pregnancy, the young husband 
declined visibly in his state of health j and, within 
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five months of the second dehvery, I found him witli 
a shade over his eyes, which, upon inspection, were 
both of them inflamed. 'I'here was but one more 
suspicious symptom, which was a fungous excres- 
cence round the sphincter ani. Being delicate about 
the avowal of the true nature of liis case, he con- 
sulted an oculist for his eyes, and yielded to the taking 
of solution of sublimate in sarsaparilla, and some hy- 
drargyrum nitratum was applied to the fungous ex- 
crescence round the sphincter ani. All the symp- 
toms giving way to these remedies, he did not, un- 
fortunately for him, persevere in them long enough 
to make himself secure. At the very time the wife 
was delivered of a female child, I saw the young 
husband again in a worse state than ever, for there 
was one vast phagadenic ulcer spreading from the 
palate to the lower part of the Larynx. The case 
becoming thus serious, he submitted to a perseverance 
■ in mercury; and after some exfoliations had come 
away, without any disfigurement of his face, in four 
months he got well ; but be was under the necessity 
of wearing a plate adapted to the palate to assist his 
articulation. In four months after his recovery he 
bathed at Ramsgate, and was seized with a brain fe- 
ver, which terminated fatally. 

During my attendance on the young husband, I 
was desired to look at the infant, which evidently 
demonstrated the strongest symptoms of venereal 
infection. It was squalid, and full of eruptions scat- 
tered from head to foot. It seemed to swallow with 
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difficulty^ and it could not, although desirous for it. 
Slick, which happened to be fortunate in a cure of 
the infant, as it could not suffer by weaning. The 
child lived upon goat's milk. Its nose was so stufl^d^ 
that when it attempted to suck it could not draw its 
breath. 

Having the confidence of the mother, I found not 

the smallest symptom of venereal infection on her. 

And when I told her the state of the infant, for she 

knew the state 6( her husband, she seemed pleased 

that by her not having any symptom of the disease, 

the practitioner of midwifery who delivered her 

would not discover the state of the family, apd 

therefore the infant was consigned to niy carci By 

rubbing ten grains of unguentum hydrargyrum on th^ 

soles of the feet every night, the system could be 

continued without interruption. The infant most 

rapidly amended, ultimately appeared free of all 

symptoms some time before the mercury was left 

off, and has continued as well as if there had not 

been any infection. This is a case which shews ^at 

the infant was not infected in its passage of birth. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HISTORY OP REMEDIES FOR THE CURE 
OF LUES VENEREA. 

Mercury had been applied to the purposes of 
medicine by Arabian Physicians, prior to that know- 
ledge of its use amongst us. Rhazis, who was the 
Arabian Author that gave all the insight of the prac- 
tice of the East to European Physicians, recom- 
mended an ointment in which quicksilver was an 
higredient, for the cure of cutaneous eruptions. It 
was from analogy to this, that Vigo, Berengarius 
Carpus, and Fallopius, with other Physicians, who 
practised at the time Lues Venerea appeared in Eu- 
rope^ first tried the effect of mercury, in the form 
of an ointment and in the form of a plaster, for the 
cure of cutaneous eruptions in consequence of vene- 
real infection. — These eminent authors on Lues 
Venerea did not take the idea immediately from thie 
Arabian Physician, and were not the first who used 
the ointment for cutaneous purposes. That idea of 
Rhazis was already in practice, and it was from 
analogy in its curing eruptions from other causes, 
that they were induced to try it for cutaneous vene- 
real eruptions. 

Nothing proves more incontestibly the factr— that 
Lues Venerea was a disease unknown to European 
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inhabitants before the return of Columbus from the 
Western Islands — than the consternation which is 
avowed by the Physicians of that time, and the ig- 
norance and the despair which they in general de- 
plored, when they first began to cure this new dis- 
ease. For in the language of one of them, in the 
year 1500, " The learned avoided having to do with 
this disease, frankly confessing that they knew no- 
thing about it; for in our days there is nobody who 

.had ever seen such a monstrous complaint; there- 
fore, the oldest, most skilful, and most expert 

" amongst the Physicians, were at a loss how to treat 
it regularly and successfully." Another says, " Upon 
the appearance of this new disease in Italy, a great 
many of the most eminent Physicians were at a stand, 
and refused to meddle with it; and with very good 
reason, for in curing diseases, the first intention, 
according to Galen, is to be taken from the nature 
of the disease, which, as there was no remembrance 
extant of this disease, it was therefore unknown." 
Another complains " of the gross ignorance in the 
cure of this new disease." Another says, " Lues 
Venerea was in the beginning very violent, hard to 
be cured, and fatal to many; because, as it was an 
unknown disease, and never before seen, the Phy- 
sicians knew not how to treat it." Another says, 
" For two years after the disease first appeared, the 
Physicians were silent about it; and they not only 
avoided touching such as were taken with this com- 
plaint, but shunned even the sight of them, which 
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they did not in any other disease," And another 
says, " At first the poor people who were infected 
with this distemper were expelled from human so- 
ciety, hke a putrid carcase; and being forsaken by 
the Physicians, who would neither give their advice 
about them, nor visit them, they dwelled in the 
fields and woods." 

An analogical application of mercury was not long 
neglected, and the application of it by the first Phy- 
sicians confirmed the intentions. Such was the great 
success of one Practitioner, who made the first ex- 
periment of mercury (Berengarius of Carpi) that, 
according to Fallopius, he acquired a fortune by the 
practice of this secret alone. To him, and to John 
de Vigo, this eminent knowledge was chiefly con- 
fined. From their success, and from the candour 
of Vigo and Fallopius, mercury became the accepted 
and established antidote to the Venereal poison; and 
notwithstanding it has been subject to the grossest 
abuses, and has often fallen into temporary disrepute 
in consequence of a wrong and mischievous applica- 
tion of it, yet it has generally been approved as the 
only real and effectual antidote for extinguishing 
the venereal poison out of the constitution of a sub- 
ject so infected. The original Practitioners applied 
mercury in the same form that it was advised by 
Rhazis for the cure of other cutaneous eruptions. 
They applied it in an ointment, and without know- 
ing that its good effect was produced by absorption, 
they adopted the practice merely from consequences, 
as the loadstone is now in use by mariners. 
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In order to relieve the patient whose bones were 
afflicted by pains, they improved the idea of the 
effect of the ointment, and laid mercurial plasters 
upon the joints, and upon diseased bones. At this 
period, Chymistry had not enriched them with many 
variations of this wonderful medicine. But it should 
not be forgotten, that Vigo speaks of the mercurius 
precipitatus ruber, and recommends it as a dressing 
for chancrous sores. It is presumed also, that he 
ventured to give it internally, for it was not then 
unknown, that mercury, as a mineral, was poisonous 
to the constitution. Physicians who had used it as 
an ointment for the cure of cutaneous eruptions, 
had decried and forbidden the use of it internally, 
even at the time that it was first applied externally 
for the cure of venereal eruptions. So cautious were 
they in the application of this poison, that it was 
but a fortieth part at first, afterwards it was increased, 
so as to amount to a fourteenth part, and lastly to 
an eighth of an ointment. In this form it was found 
to.be effectual for curing the disease. Together 
with their ointments and plasters, fumigations were 
in a very short time in practice ; for as they judged 
that mercury produced a cure by coming in contact 
with the part alone affected, so was it necessary for 
them to contrive some mode of introducing mercury 
to the sores of the throat, and for that purpose fumi- 
gations were adopted. 

The increasing success by mercury, and the won- 
derful intiuence wliich was displayed by the cure of 
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this important and ilrcadTul disease, naturally gave an 
iniportaace In its antidote. Chymists of that time 
engaged their attention to it, out of which many 
mercuriul preparations came forth, and each laid in 
its claim for that preferable action and innocent 
security, which it possessed in a superior degree to 
former preparations, and former modes of adminis- 
tering the medicine. It was as early as the year 
1553. that lotions of mercury sublimated were first 
in use, by Angerius Fererius. Two ounces of it 
were dissolved in six pounds of distilled water. He 
used to wash and to rub tlie whole body, excepting 
the head, the breast, the stomach, and the arm-pits; 
and he continued this for ten days, once, twice, or 
thrice in a day, according to the strength of the 
patient, and other circumstances. The patient, at 
the same time, was sweated most profusely; for an 
idea of sweating was also, like mercury, applied to the 
cure of Lues Venerea, and was first of all introduced 
from similar analogical conclusions. First, because 
it was cured with more facility in tlie West Indies; 
and secondly, because the end was obtained by the 
same means in the practice there, in aid of a cure 
by guaicum. Girdles of quicksilver for the loins, 
and bracelets of the same were worn upon the wrists. 
The art was strained to introduce mercury in a neat 
manner, which is a natural progress in all arts, 
either essentially or affectedly. But in this instance 
if was affectation alone, for an Indian would think 
bis person adorned by that unction with which an 
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European is disgusted. The fumigations, which 

were applied, from the idea borrowed of their curing 

the Itch, consisted of mercury extinguished by tur- 

l pentine; or cinnabar, mixed with some fat ingre- 

\ dients, that would easily take fire, and emit the 

^ .most copious fume. . 

It appears that Vigo was the first of all the ancient 
Physicians who avowed giving mercury internally 
(for hitherto it was at least supposed to be confined 
to external purposes alone), and that was in the year 
1535- The medicine which he gave was the mer- 
curius precipitatus ruber, that preparation which 
, had been praised by him, and more by Nicolas 
f Massa, for its great success, when applied externally 
ftn venereal ulcers. The attempt of giving it inter- 
nally was cautiously conducted, somewhat after the 
same manner some now anxiously wish, yet are 
afraid to give arsenic: — for Peter Andrew Matthiolus 
pays, " a great deal of mischief may happen from 
taking this powder, unless it is first duly prepared." 
This preparation consisted in washing it in distilled 
water, such as sorrel, and exposing it afterwards to 
the fire to dry. What would the Alchymist who 
-invented the powder have said to this ? I fancy he 
would have thought very inferiorly of the Physician's 
chymical knowledge. The powder, thus prepared, 
was given in a quantity of five grains, and the vio- 
lence of its action brought it into disuse. To the 
red precipitate succeeded pills with, crude mercqry, 
the receipt of which was brought from Turkey, and 
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they were called originally, pills of Barbarossa. 
These, according to the testimony of Peter de Bayro, 
Physician to Charles the Second, Duke of Savoy, ia 
1540, consisted of twenty-five drachms of quicksilver, 
ten drachms of rhubarb, three drachms of scam- 
mony, one drachm of musk, one drachm of amber, 
and two drachms of wheaten meal ; the whole to be 
made into a mass, with lemon-juice« A pill of this 
of the size of a pea to be taken every night an hour 
before supper. Bayro relates, and I dare say with 
truth, that these pills were wonderfully successfiiK 
But they were introduced at a time when the repu- 
tation of mercury was fading, owing to that general 
and improvident abuse of it, by its falling into the 
hands df ignohint Practitioners ; for Bayro remarks, 
that (such was then the impression on men's minds 
about mercury) if any who had used this remedy 
were seized with a disease of whatever kind within 
ten years after^ it was sure to be blamed for it 

Such was the misfortune, and such the fate of m 
great attempt in the improvement of the use of mer- 
cury, from its being brought forward when prejudice 
was deaf to its value, and would not permit its 
merits to be weighed by the standard of truth. The 
abundance of forms in which mercury is now given, 
is the consequence of pharmacy being more en- 
riched by chymicaf inventions posterior to this time. 
Man may generally be defined (and history concurs 
in the establishment of the fact) to be fickle, impro- 
vident, and abusive. And the definition will mt)re 
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: gtrongly apply in this instance, tlian in any other 
. which I am able to recollect. When Lues Venerea 
f' first appeared, such dejection and despondency pre- 
I vailed amongst men, as to depress their minds to the 
I lowest pitch of despair. But no sooner was the ef- 
fect of mercury proclaimed, than its advantages 
were extolled as the only specific that could be de- 
[' pended upon. 

The abuses of this specific, the flagrant evils aris- 
I itig out of the improvident use of it, the fi-equent 
[ instances of those who had fallen victims to its poi- 
S'BOnous action, excited a general clamour against it, 
I ftnd many preferred enduring the disease, to the 
Finercurial remedy. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
guaicum, when brought into Europe in the year 
1517, China root in 1535, sarsaparlUa about the 
same time, and sassafras a little after, were received 
with wonderful applause, as the deliverers of man- 
kind. For tliey were received, as capable of deliver- 
ing the wretches who laboured under this disease, 
both from an untoward distemjjer, and a more un- 
toward remedy. But it was soon found by unerring 
experience, that venereal cases were so virulent as 
to withstand all the efficacy of these exotic remedies, 
and to yield to regular salivation alone. From tiie 
virtues, therefore, of guaicum, China root, sarsapa- 
rlUa and sassafras, being by rejjeated experiments 
farther ascertained, from their insufficiency becoming 
more notorious, and consequently from their falling 
every day more and more into disesteem, the Faculty 
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found it necessary, as no other effectual remedies 
were discovered, to try again what they could do 
with' mercurial inunctions^ which, if not wholly 
omitted, for some time had at least been very much 
neglected. 

It is curious to remark, how the dates of the first 
introduction of these exotic woods into European 
practice tend to confirm the novelty of the disease, 
and tend to prove that inquisitive anxiety which 
engaged the minds of men in search of that remedy 
which would cure the disease by gentler means than 
mercury, and by means more conducive to the safety 
and comfort of patients. Guaicum was the first 
exotic imported, and was brought into use, from 
observing, that it was applied to the same purpose 
by those Indians who first imparted the disease to 
the^European slilors. This was that exotic which 
they could soonest procure, after having experienced 
the disuse, and this was brought home on the return 
of the third voyagers. 

The disease having been propagated to India by 
the banishment of the Moors from Spain, they in- 
troduced China-root, and adopted it as a cure, which^ 
in process of time, found a recommendation, in the 
like manner, owing to a general disgust to mercury. 
In consequence of the disease being propagated to 
the Spanish settlements in South America, the ef- 
fects of sarsaparilla, a vine of that climate, were dis- 
coyered,^nd that vine was brought over to Europe, 
aifd adopted from the success of it there. But whe^ 
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ther from a difference which there may be in the 
woods being brought to Europe dry instead of green, 
or whether from a difference which climate will pro- 
duce, on subjects afflicted with Lues Venerea, none 
of them were found to answer those high expecta- 
tions which their virtues flattered. A similar instance 
to this has been of late experienced in hemlock. 

Ab soon as it was discovered that mercury, under 
the influence and preparatory correction of pharmacy, 
and under the various changes which the art of chy- 
l.mistry effected, could be given internally, then every 
I country abounded with panacea for the cure of Lues 
I Venerea. Swarms of secrets infested every town of 
iwery country in Europe, as if it were intended that 
I by this disease society should experience additional 
[ scourges, from the abuse of that only medicine 
L which may be justly said to be an antidote to it. 
9 From that time to the present, every secret which 
' is avowed for the cure of Lues Venerea possesses for 
its basis one of those chymical preparations, not ex- 
cepting such professed remedies which are extolled 
for their pretended power of curing Lues Venerea 
without mercury. Mercurius dulcis, the common 
^thiops, and abundance of other ^thiopic mine- 
rals, according to the nature of tlie medicine joined 
to mercury, were introduced into practice. Mercu- 
rius alkalizatus ground with oyster shells; mercurius 
antithisicus with dry balsam of Peru ; rnercurius 
antiscorbuticus with gum guaicum; mercurius dulcis 
with manna; mercurius diureticus with juniper gum ; 
and mercurius catharticus with scammony. 
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But trials of these generally fell short of expecta- 
tion, as the mercurial globules, which only adhered 
to the substances they were joined with, soon got 
loose in the stomach, and ran into larger globules, 
which passed through the prima via, without affect- 
ing the habit. These were the innocent and ineffec- 
tual inventions which followed the first internal ap- 
plication of mercury. To them succeeded many 
rough and pernicious tortures of this mineral. 
Mercurius precipitatus albus, solution of red preci- 
pitate in aqua fortis corrected, red precipitate, tur- 
bith mineral, green precipitate, besides many high- 
sounding panacea, such as to our ears are now-a- 
days fanriiliar: — Panacea Solaris, lunaris, arcanum 
corallinum, aurum vitae, &c. Nor was an internal 
use of mercurial waters, in which sublimate was the 
basis, wanting to them. Eight, ten, or twelve 
drops of solution of corrosive sublimate, given in 
eight ounces of barley-water or watef-gruel, was ex- 
ecrated as " the vile practice of London quacks,'* by 
our countryman Wiseman, in the last century. 

Such were the successive exhibitions of mercury, 
and such were the various forms adopted, when 
once it was found safe and practicable for being taken 
internally. That danger apprehended by Rhazis, 
and other Physicians, who confined themselves to 
the external use of, this poisohous mineral in the 
genuine state of it, and which is the form most in- 
nocent, to the constitution, being once, in the opi- 
nions of succeeding Practitioners overcome — that 
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fence, kept up through fear, being once broken 
down, the commumcation became open, and com- 
mon to all. The great variety of impositions which 
were practised by this medicine, in former days, is 
equally applicable to the present. We have now 
pills, professed to be made without mercury, which 
salivate ; we have now the disease cured without 
salivation, but the mouth is made abominably sore; 
and we have now our conserves and our vegetable 
syrups, wliicli beguile the taste and other senses. 
But it is my part to inform, not to reform ; I shall 
therefore spare my remarks, 

The whole history of Lues Venerea demonstrates 
a constant rebellion in the inclinations of men for 
adopting mercury. From the frequent efforts that 
have been made to set the application of it aside, 
and from the abuse of it through error in practice, 
it has been in repeated danger of being decried. If 
there were within the scope of human invention any 
other certain remedy for the cure of this disease, I 
am inclined to believe that no sense of its value 
would be an inducement for retaining it a moment 
longer in practice. — When we decry the use of mer- 
cury, because of the baneful and poisonous effects 
resulting from it, we are only in fact arraigning our 
own conduct, and impeaching our own understand- 
ing and want of practical experience ; for mercury 
cannot be considered otherwise than a powerful in- 
strument put into our hands, for the purpose and 
application of which we are answerable. A know- 
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ledge of that power is to be acquired, and confidence 
is in course implied, that we adjust the application 
of it to the benefit of the patient, and that we 
watch and guard against that pernicious counterpart 
of the two-edged power which we know it possesses^ 
anrfwhi6li we know is often laid* to the disgrace of 
the medicine, when, if I were tospeak^out, properly 
is and ought to be the disgrace of him who so vilely 
administers it. 

It is from a discrimination ia th^ use and abuse!* 
of it, . that we ate to take credit to ourselves, • fdr it^ 
is well kixown, and the' idea is common, that mer«^ 
cury'wil! cure Lues Venerea ; if, thel^fore, thete t)^ 
no vart .necessary for obtaining that effect, if'thet^^ 
be no art to be acquired for discriminating in prae^ 
tice^ and if art does not consist in the mode of applf- 
cation of' it, so as to have all the good, atid as little ' 
as possible of the bad effects of it — if this be not th^ 
fact, then that which has been the contention of *- 
ages; has been about nothing; and that which is 
the cofirtention of this day, is of as little importance. * 

FOR'AT TH*S TiMft THERE ARE SCHISM^ IN OPiNtONy 
ABOUTTftB APPLlCAf ION OF MEfttURti AND OlP WhtCH 
I BBJOjV HlREArrER TAKE NOTICtei^ WTOfcN* I Cb»fe TO 
THiRJURB XJff TH& DISEASE. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



f APPLICATION OF MERCURY FOR THR CDHE 
OF LUES VENEREA. 



The intricacy which is annexed to the proper ap- 
phcation of mercury, so as to effect a cure of Lues 
Venerea by the safest and the surest means, is most 
strongly confirmed, by appeahng to the difference 
in opinion, which has subsisted and does subsist to 
this day, about the most preferable and most certain 
method of administering mercury, in order to obtain 
that end which is aimed at by all, but in the com- 
pletion of which the difference is wide. That me- 
thod which is certain to cure, if one be more certain 
than another, is not so generally impressed u|>on 
the minds of men, as to become, by conviction, uni- 
versally adopted. I do not say, that I am able to 
account for why there should be this difference in 
I opinion about that which is the most preferable me- 
thod of administering mercury, because I cannot in 
truth reconcile myself to a belief, that there ought 
, or can be a difference in opinion about the adminis- 
tration of it, without one of the opinions being at 
least egregiously wrong. 

It appears to me, that veiy often the difference in 
opinion about the administration of mercury, arises 
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from that antipathy which 'I'heorists have conceived 
by now and then seeing the baneful effects of mer- 
cuiy, in cases where it has been improperly gone on 
with, l^e power of mercury must be always the 
same, and if every constitution to which that power 
was applied were the same, then it would be possible 
to lay down a rule, prescribing the exact proportion 
of it which would be necessary to procure the safest 
and the most effectual cure. If that were the fact, 
there would be a given rule, to direct the due admi- 
nistration of the medicine, so as to procure, to a 
certainty, the desired good effects from it. But 
since every subject possesses his own proper idiosyn- 
cracy, since every subject is exposed to varieties of 
changes from varieties of diseased conditions, since 
the venereal symptoms will be more or less rapid, 
malignant, and obstinate on one subject than on 
another — it cannot from these causes be expected, 
that an exact proportion of mercury will ever be 
ascertained, which, by curing one subject, will 
thereby be the standard in truth of that proportion 
which may be necessary for curing another. This 
is not to be done through any given quantity of 
mercury. It is enough to know, before the cure of 
the disease on any constitution be began upon, that 
there is a power in mercury adequate to that end: 
as for the rest, experience must be the guide. It is 
a knowledge of the action of mercury upon the con- 
stitution in general, a knowledge of the action of it 
upon a constitution in particular, it is a knowledge 
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obtained from a variety of cases, which will alone 
teach how to regulate the admimstratton of mercury 
to the best advantage. The true line of practice 
must be a result of observation and experience. 

It will be therefore of some importance to reflect, 
what those Authors have said upon the subject, who 
have been most in the way of ascertaining this know- 
ledge ; for it is to them I should look up for an opi- 
nion upon the question, if I wanted to have my 
doubts satisfied when they were wavering; it is to 
them I would rather appeal for the truth, than to a 
Theorist, who, by seeing that mercury is capable of 
injuring the constitution, thinks the proportion 
given of it is, from that cause, always too great ; 
and who keeps alive a controversy, by laying down 
8uch rules and distinctions, which those who are 
more conversant in practice must know, from their 
experience, cannot nor will not answer ; and which 
those who are conversant in practice must know, 
that observations like these are the result of theory 
afone, and not of practice. It is from conclusions 
drawn in the closet, persuasions have gone forth to 
the world, that the »se of mercury is abused, by be- 
ing too profusely administered. And it is from 
want of an enlarged knowledge of this subject, that 
such lalse conclusions have been drawn. 

It is necessary for mercury to be pressed forward 
to a certain point : it is to be wished, that the point 
may be obtained without any bad constitutional 
eftects. It is necessary that the venereal symptoms 
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be extinguished^ and for that end, that certain effects, * 
arising out of the operation of mercury on the con- 
stitution, must come forward: it is to be wished, 
that as soon as these effects do come forward, the 
venereal symptoms may retire, and that the consti- 
tution be left with this specific difference, in conse- 
quence of the exchange of a mineral poison for a 
morbid one — that the mineral effect will cease, when 
the application of it be withdrawn from the consti- 
tution ; but that the morbid effect will never cease^ 
until the operation of mercury has gone on to a cer- 
tain acme, and 'until it has brought about this great 
and necessary revolution. 

The Theorist always presumes that mercury can 
cure, in small quantities, Lues Venerea, because he 
has seen instances where the patient has got well, 
who hasgone abroad in the air all the time : and he 
presumes that large quantities of mercury do not 
cure, because he has seen instances where the effects 
from mercury have brought the patient into a worse 
condition than he appeared to be in from those vene- 
real symptoms which the mercury was appointed to 
cure. These are the two leading arguments, which 
every Theorist has furnished himself with, from the 
beginning of the application of mercury for the cure 
of the disease, to the present time. Every objection 
wliich has been urged against that free use of mer- 
cury Whiich is adoptied by the most expierienced Prac- 
titioniers, is founded either upon the possibility of 
the fmtieiit getting free of the disease with less mer- 
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^a\e ag^in re-inforced, and again return, 

*< ''*l,rtiied symptoms : and the Practitioner is 
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"^^t some outward visible signs of the action of 

^Lvrf ^ apparent, before any of its known power 

^, he symptoms of Lues Venerea will be demon- 

1,1c; and that therefore he cannot reconcile his 

ypectations to that dose of mercury which is to be 

fotind in a formula, to that exact proportion which 

„,uy be allotted to every subject. He must, to be 

successful, press forward mercury, unti! its efficacy 

be apparent. Nor must he be regulated by any 

otht;r rule, than by the consequent efll'cts which the 

mercury produces. 

Every young man, when he begins practice, pos- 
Bcsses an idea, that the disease can be effectually 
cured with a less quantity of mercury than he finds 
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will be necessary, as he proceeds in his practice; 
and almost every practical instance will convince 
him of the necessity, from the nature of the case, of 
changing his opinion. He must, if he means to be 
successful, not consider the weight of mer9ury that 
he applies, but consider its effect, from an applica- 
tion of it, upon the symptoms and upon the consti- 
tution. 1 do not vouch for the truth of this position 
from the result of my own observations in practice 
alone, but I appeal, for the confirmation of it, to 
every practical Author, from the first use of mer- 
cury, to this time : I appeal to that opinion which 
has uniformly been given — to that opinion which 
Authors were obliged to give from necessity; be- 
cause, if their practice had not been to press forward 
mercury, until the venereal symptoms were com- 
pletely eliminated, they could not have been said to 
have been successful Practitioners ; and if they had 
not given to mercury such a scope for action, they 
could not, by it alone, have cured the disease. 
They could neither have maintained their high cha- 
racters as Practitioners, nor their assumptions in be- 
half of the omnipotent power of mercury over Lues 
Venerea. 

The Theorist who condemns a liberal use of mer- 
cury, and who urges the infortunia which arise in 
consequence of it, as his justification for thus con- 
demning it, is 9ilen^ about the consequences which 
must inevitably follow, from Lues Venerea being 
left to continue its banefulprogress upon the coiisti- 
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tutioii. He does not recollect, that If mercury be 

necessary to be fresh applied, more rather than less 

must be required, in proportion as the disease has 

continued its action — he is silent in comparing those 

transitory effects which are produced by mercury 

with those permanent effects which are produced by 

Lues Venerea — and he is silent about the necessity 

I flf tbe disease being cured at all events, and that for 

I effecting it, mercury must be pursued until the end 

I be obtained, because no other known power besides 

i can procure it. This happens to be one of those 

permanent truths, which neither ancient nor modern 

refinement has ever been able to do away. 

The respectable Authors who have urged the ne- 
cessity of pressing forward with mercury until a 
change in the constitution be apparent through it, 
will be seen to add weight to the arguments which 
I 1 have advanced. The names of Vigo, Masaa, Fal- 
lopius, Berengarius Carpus, Sydenham, Astruc, 
Turner, Howard, all concur, una voce, in support 
of this opinion. Astruc has given cases where the 
disease was left behind, and where the patients 
I *ould have been utterly lost by it, if they had not 
fallen into his hands, and if he had not gone on 
with mercury. 

One was the case of a young nobleman who was 
infected with Lues Venerea in Holland, and after 
repeated unskilful treatment, he went to consult 
Doctor Boerhaave. At that time he had erratid 
pftins in his joints, and painful exostoBes on the 
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upper and lower parts of the right arm; but his 
chief complaint was a putrid, malignant ulcer in the 
upper part of the nose, with a caries of several ap- 
pendages of the cethmoidal bone, of which several 
amalt fragments had come away. Dr. Boerhaave, 
according to the method which he proposes in his 
jireface to his third edition of his Aphrodisiacus, 
pfescH'ibed for him a decoction of guaicum, to be 
drank according to the strictest rules of diet. The- 
complying patient pursued that method with the 
greatest exactness for three months, till being quite 
emaciated, squalid, and withered, he was hardly 
-Able to stand, or even to draw his breath, nor in a 
«oiMiition even to sufier that remedy any longer. 
However, by that method the pains left him, the 
exostoses diminished, his nostrils grew less fcetid, 
«nd discharged pus in a smaller quantity : where- 
fore, having considered the case, Dr. Boerhaave 
judged the patient to be perfectly cured, and ordered 
him to return by degrees to his usual manner of 
living. Three months after the patient came to 
Pwis, and applied to Dr. Astruc, who found the 
exostoses remaining of the arm, and which were 
painful to the touch; the discharge from his nostrils 
was ofiensive, a good deal of pus mixed with mucus 
came from them ; his nose was red, swelled, and 
painful to the slightest touch; caries bony fragments 
were often discharged ; the septum, being gradually 
wasted, came away. A continuance of inunction 
for three months induced these partg to heal, dis- 
solved the exostoses, and the patient was restored. 
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Thus the variance of the theory of Boerhaave and 
the practice of Astruc were at issue; and as it will 
ever be the case, so it was ia this, perseverance in 
mercury prevailed : it was experience alone which 
could have induced Dr, Astruc to proceed with 
mercury. From the like experience we have ascer- 
tained, what reason would never have suggested, 
those different effects which are produced through 
mercury, whether it be taken inwardly in chymical 
preparations, or mixed with lard and externally ap- 
plied. — We have ascertained also, that, under ne- 
cessary regimen, Lues Venerea, in process of time, 
is certain to yield to the action of mercury — to the 
predominant power of that mineral which possesses 
neither taste nor smell. 

Sydenham, one of the first and most sagacious 
observers of the animal osconomy, not only watched 
with accuracy the sj'mptoms of the diseases, but 
also the symptoms which remedies produced. He 
does not hesitate to say, that he beheved Lues Ve- 
nerea was not curable by any quality in mercury, 
purely specific, but by salivation alone. When he 
said so, he was not very wide of the mark ; for 
Sydenham reasoned after this manner, before he 
came to so declaratory a conclusion : — If mercury 
be given in any quantities, and continued for any 
length of time, I do not see that mercury, as mer- 
cury, cures Lues Venerea : but when I see from the 
consequence of mercury, that the salivary glands 
become affected, I then, upon observing the vene- 
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real symptoms, find that mercury, not as mercury, 
is curing Lues Venerea, but that mercury, ais affect- 
ing the salivary glands, is curing it. — So far Syden- 
ham. 

And I say that there must be a necessary mercu- 
rial disease produced on the constitution by inercury, 
before Lues Venerea can be affected by it. There 
are two of the strongest reasons for this conclusion 
to be given, that can possibly be adduced ; the one 
i^ the result of practice, and the other is founded in 
necessity. Can it be thought that our ancestors, 
from observing that mercury, when it did act upon 
the constitution, produced strong symptoms of a 
poisonous nature, and which, when carried to ex- 
icess, would certainly poison and thereby destroy 
the patient — I say, can it be thought that they 
would, in the face of such effects, have persisted in 
pursuing the same system of applying mercury for 
more than two centuries, that they would have per- 
sisted iii avowing that these symptoms must come 
forth before mercury couldbe fairly proclaimed trium- 
phant over the disease? Can it be thought that 
they, as well as we, would have persevered in look- 
ing after the symptoms vvhich are produced by mer- 
cury, instead of looking after the quantity, if that 
quantity availed any thing in the cure, without 
mercurial effect ? — Certainly not* Experience told 
them, that it was effect and not specific mercury: 
and that which experience told to them and to Sy- 
denham, it has alike imparted to us. There is a 
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necessity for the effect to be produced, or any cura- 
tive expectations from a specific power in mercury 
will be hopeless and deceitful. 

DEriNITION OF THE SYMPTOMS OF MERCURY 
ON THE CONSTITUTION. 



I shall relate what I understand to be the positive 
and the presumptive effects of mercury upon the 
constitution. The positive effects arc, an accelera- 
tion of the pulse, an universal prostration of strength, 
a giddiness of the head with swooning, a bleeding 
at the nose, an increase of saliva, which will be 
viscid, and attended by pain and swelling of the 
maxillary glands, a brassy taste in the saliva, a 
stubborn costive habit, an aching head, a throbbing 
in the temporal arteries, and the eyes hot and red- 
dened. If these symptoms be supported by re- 
peated additions of mercury, the affections of the 
month will be increased, the discharge of saliva will 
be more in quantity, the gums will become sore, 
will bleed and ulcerate, the teeth will be loosened, 
and the insides of the cheeks will be furrowed by 
ulcers forming on the sides of the teeth. Ulcers 
will also be formed behind the teeth, which will 
give pain, and often prevent the mouth from being 
opened. The tongue will swell, ulcerate, and fill 
up the whole of the month — parts of the tongue 
and parts of the cheek.s which come into contact 
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with the teeth, will particularly be ulcerated. By 
uclditional mercury these symptoms may proceed to 
a dangerous excess. The tongue will protrude out 
of (he mouth, without there being a possibility of 
returning it, and it will be indented by the teeth. 
The viscid saliva will perpetually flow. The patient 
will be incapable of taking any nutrition, and of 
expressing his hard condition by speech. His stools 
sad his urine will be bloody. His pain will be ex- 
quisite, no sleep will come over biin, the whole of 
his face will be greatly swelled, and he will become 
impatient, irascible, and frequently furious. If 
mercury were farther pursued, and if such a condi-r 
tion in the patient were in the least aggravated, the 
consequences might then be fatal. 

Such are some of the positive symptoms which 
arise from the action of the poison, and such are 
the effects which a profusion of mercury will ordi- 
pariiy produce upon the constitution. But it some- 
times happens, that by any quantity of mercury 
these effects cannot be produced. To be able to 
produce them, it is always to be wished; a certainty 
of producing them is not always to be obtained. 
When mercury has been pushed to a certain point, 
if the positive symptoms of salivary afiections do 
not follow, there are generally some extraordinary 
symptoms which will be discovered, and which may 
be presumed to be alike declaratory of the action of 
mercury upon the whole of the constitution. These 
are, fcetid breath, prostration of strength, throbbing 
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of tlietempornl arteries, iiifiaminationof tlieeyes, pro- 
fuse perspiration, diarrhoea, bloody urine, and swoon- 
ing. Whilst perspiration or diarrhoea continue, 
salivary affections will not come on : but the mercu- 
[ rial diarrhcea will be attended with as much serions 
I importance, when carried to excess, as tliose sali- 
vary affections which I have been describing; and 
F what is still worse, the venereal symptoms will not 
[ so readily yield to the action of mercury fulling on 
I this channel, as to the action of it falling on the 
I salivary glands. 

Independent of all these effects from mercury, 

I both positive and presumptive, there are presunip- 

' tive indications of the action of mercury, which ' 

seem to arise out of a concurrence of effects, rather 

than out of a simple effect of mercury. It has been 

presumed, when mercury has been administered in 

large proportions, and when the patient has gone 

I forth in all weather, and has eat and drank freely in 

I society, that IVoni these causes, mercury has brought 

['on an ungovernable frenzy, and which has either 

I continued witliout intermission, or has subsided, 

I leaving the patient with a perfect or imperfect resto- 

■ration of faculty. This is a presumptive effect 

I which has been attributed to mercury. I know no 

' reason why such a suspicion may not be presumed. 

— Seeing that mercury is arbitrary in fixing upon 

: parts, and seeing that when perspiration is checked, 

and the blood is in an irritable state from excess in 

drinking, I think it might be concluded, that such 
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an effect is possible. Other effects from mercury 
are, cholic, attended with paralysis of a limb, or 
general paralysis. Such have been known to follow 
an excess of mercury, but have not been known as 
incipient symptoms of the poison, but rather as 
symptoms in consequence of the poison and of indis- 
cretion together, 

I have thus briefly stated the effects of niercurv 
upon the constitution, when carried on to any ex- 
cess. I do not mean to point out, that these 
effects are absolutely necessary to be present for a 
cure of the worst symptoms of Lues Venerea. I do 
not think they are : but it is necessary always, 
that some, if not ail of them, should discover a dis- 
position for following. It is necessary that the con- 
stitution should be in a state preparatory for their 
coming on, before the action from mercury will be 
sufficiently capable of eradicating venereal virus. It 
is necessary that there should be a putrescent dia- * 
thesis, foetid breath, prostration of strength, affec- 
tion of the gums, and increase of saliva ; and that 
these appearances should be supported for a consi- 
derable time, even longer than the venereal symp- 
toms remain, in order to eradicate the disease from 
the constitution. This may be almost said to be that 
"desirable point of mercurial operation upon the con- 
stitution, which is calculated to effect every purpose 
of eradicating venereal symptoms. Without these 
jnercurial appearances, without these positive in- 
ferences, that the whole of the fluids have nnder- 
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gone this necessary mercurial change, and have been 
continued, for some time, by a regular succession of 
mercurial supply, I should not expect that a fixed, 
obstinate, and inveterate venereal infection could be 
eradicated. 

This mercurial change which is brought on the 
constitution, is clearly of a putrescent nature. The 
whole of the symptoms concur in proving it to be 
io. The crasis of the blood is attenuated. The 
smallest vessels of both the arterial and lymphatic 
system are strongly affected by the mercurial action. 
The eyes look fiery, the pulse is quickened without 
being high, the chamber of the patient is strong of 
a putrid stench, the urine is foetid, and of a deep 
dirty red, the body is either costive, or colliquative, 
voluntary ho^morrhages flow from the nose, and ^ 
these dispositions are always increased by an exclu- 
sion of fresh air. The prostration of strength, the 
fretfulness of the temper, the dulness of the senses, 
and the inactivity of the mind, are declaratory of 
such a disposition from the action of mercury. And 
this is confirmed by reversing the scene — for, as 
these symptoms are only supported by a constant 
supply of mercury to the constitution, so whenever 
that supply be withdrawn, it is wonderful to see 
how the effects decline, especially if the patient . 
change his situation to pure air, cleanse his body by 
a tepid bath, take that salutary restorative nitric acid, 
and gentle exercise in the open air: jn the course of 
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three weeks there will not remain one Bolitary trace 
of mercurial symptoms. 

It must be evident, upon reflection, from what I 
have said, that that which is deemed to be the moat 
objectionable point in the action of mercury, namely, 
the excess and violence of its action upon the eali- 
vary glands and mouth, is, of all other points, the 
most devoutly to be wished. To be able to procure 
this point, is the desideratum of every Practitioner: 
for by It he will feed the constitution with such a 
supply of mercury as will always produce a certain, 
regular, and safe effect — he will be enabled, after 
having brought its action forward to a certain point, 
to continue it there^ — he will be enabled to obtain a 
cure of the disease, and a commanding controiil over 
the unnecessary action of its antidote. 

But if, on the contrary, the disposition of thecon- 
stitution be not favourable to the production of these 
symptoms, if that necessary change cannot be 
brought about, and cannot be made known through 
the positive effects of mercury, there is ever^' reason 
to presume, that the obstinacy in eradicating the ve- 
nereal virus will be exactly in proportion to the ob- 
stinacy of the constitution in resisting this necessary 
mercurial change. Therefore, I shall take upon me 
to say, that the most favourable circumstances we can 
hope to attend a cure of the constitutional Lues Ve- 
nerea, are, when a fair proportion of mercury, by 
being gradually absorbed into the habit, as gradually 
excites a salivary action — when, by continuing a 
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supply of mercury, tliis effect is iinifonuly supporte" 
for some time after tiie venereal symptoms have to- 
tally disappcaretlT— and wlien, by witlidraw'mg tlie 
mercurial supply, the symptoms of it as gradually 
decline, leaving the patient freed from both the Ve- 
nei'eal and mercurial disease, and the constitution in 
every respect convalescent. 

This is the desideratum tliat, in every case, we 
should have in our view; and the more every case' is 
found to deviate from tliis, the more untoward it will 
prove, the more the patient will be harassed with 
the disease, and the more will the baneful effects of 
the remedy prey upon him. If mercury does not 
cure the disease, when it is applied for the purpose 
of curing it, the constitution of course will be ex- 
posed to endure a double violence, adouble excess of ! 
poisons. 

Notwithstanding it has been the fashion to decry 
confinement during a serious application of mercury 
for the cure of an inveterate venereal constitutional 
infection — confinement must be adhered to, it must 
be so ; — and whoever gives up this point in practice, 
whoever makes a surrender of it, in compliance with 
the opinion of any man, whether patient or not, 
will have cause to repent. It will not prove so pru- 
dent or safe to attempt that which is impracticable, 
and return afterwards to that which is practicable, 
instead ijf beginning with that which is practicable. 
Whatever be done against the conviction of our own 
internal evidence of things, is not honestiv done. 
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There is a necessary confidence arising ou* of con- 
viction, which never should be surrendered. If there 
be a truth which I am more than ordinarily inte- 
rested in, I am in this — that it is much more easy to 
the patient, and much more safe— that less mercury 
will be required to effect a certain cure of Lues Ve- 
nerea, by confining him to his chamber, than can- 
be dispensed with when he goes at large, putting 
the safety and the certainty of his cure out of the 
question, for that niust always, from wrdng treats 
ment, be doubtful and hazardous. • 

When the constitution is evidently under the in- 
fluence of venereal virus, that influence not only ex- 
tends to such parts as betray the immediate and ap- 
parent symptoms of venereal action, but at the same 
time the whole of the solids, the whole of the circu- 
lating fluids, and the whole of the secreted fluids, 
iire also possessed of its influence. The great and 
predominant power of mercury consists in that qua- 
lity which belongs to it as a poison, being capable 
of pervading every part of the constitution 'where 
the venereal virus can pervade, and of overcoming 
and radically^ destroying it. If, therefore, it be ne 
cessary that these evident effects which arise out of 
the - operation of mercury upon the constitution, 
must be produced before the constitutional influence 
of it can overcome the venereal influence, if this de- 
cisive mercurial change in the whole of the compo- 
nent parts of the constitution must take place before 
a cure of Lues Venerea can be eflfected, it is not only 
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a professional duty, but it is exacted from us to pur- 
sue the safest and most efiectual means for obtaining 
that end. 

Notwithstanding the plea for permitting the pa- 
tient to be at large, under a course of mercury for the 
cure of Lues Venerea, be plausible and pleasing, yet 
it must be obvious that it is a false one. Besides, 
there is an indelicacy, which is the smallest of all 
, objections, in a patient obtruding himself upon com- 
pany with a fcetid stench emitted upon every expi- 
ration, and with a countenance every thing but 
agreeable. 

I shall proceed to consider what these auxiliary 
aids are, which may be deemed necessary and con- 
sistent for promoting a salutary operation in a mer- 
curial process, and for conducting the patient in the 
safest and most effectual manner during a cure of 
Lues Venerea — Confinement to the chamber, a re^ 
gular diet, a gradual introduction of mercury by 
friction, an exclusion of fresh air, are the most im- 
portant points to be attended to. The frictions 
must be begun in moderate quantities, until symp- 
toms of mercurial action, from a repetition of these 
fHctions, be discovered : and when these symptoms 
are of the positive description, the frictions must be 
90 repeated as neither to decline nor advance in too 
rapid « proportion. When the symptoms advance 
too rapidly, nothing is gained, but much must be 
lost, from the regularity of the process being inter- 
rupted ; for the cure consists in persevering with a 
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regular supply of mercury, until the venereal symp- 
toms be extinguished : and there will be often som« 
venereal symptoms which will not nor cannot be 
brought to yield under a process short of two months: 
then it must be easily understood, that, if the 
symptoms arising from mercury be so alarming as 
to forbid a perseverance in it within the first fort- 
night, the process will thereby be considerably 
checked, time will be lost, and the case will be ren- 
dered more uncertain. Therefore this must be at- 
tended to. It must also be observed, that on the 
other hand, the mercurial supply must be constant 
and uniform : for, as soon as it be discovered what 
proportion of that supply is necessary tor keeping 
up an equality of efl'ect, for supporting that uniform 
ptiaiism, which will be necessary to be continued for 
some time after the symptoms of a long prevailing 
venereal infection have disappeared — tlien the diffi- 
culty as to the future regulation of the proportion 
will cease, and the process will be conducted with 
as much facility and security as the nature of the 
case will admit. Mercury, therefore, must not be 
hurried into the constitution ; the action of it will 
be various upon various constitutions: the business 
of the Practitioner is to ascertain, from consequences, 
the particular power of mercury upon every parti- 
cular constitution, and to repeat and regulate thesup- 
ply of mercury accordingly. 

The beneficial effects which are produced by the 
action of mercury, when that action is kindly, rau 
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always be tlie same upon every constitution : but the 
proportionate quantity of mercury which will be 
found requisite for producing such effects will be 
various upon various constitution . From the 
advantages obtained by conflnement to the chamber, 
and by exclusion of the external air as much as pos- 
sible, the cure will be conducted within less time, 
with less mercury, and with greater certainty : the 
natural action of mercury will meet with fewer in- 
terruptions, as the diet will be regulated, and the 
putrescent diatheses promoted and controuled. As 
the whole of this process consists in a combination 
of the most favourable means for rendering the ope- 
ration of mercury, for the cure of Lues Venerea, 
speedy, safe, and effectual, so will any practice, 
j adopted in opposition to this process, increase the 
difficulty and the danger. Tlie more the system 
which I have insisted upon be deviated from, the 
more will obstacles arise to the cure. I mean to say, 
that it is i-mpossible for a patient to be cured of an 
inveterate constitutional venereal infection, when he 
isj during the attempt, going into the open air; and 
it is dangerous even to attempt it. The necessary 
mercurial change in the constitution will be con- 
stantly resisted, and more mercury will be required 
from that cause. The longer time this necessary 
change be producing, the more uncertain it is of 
being produced. linger time will be necessary for 
continuing the mercurial supply ; that supply will 
be more interrupted in its action, and the prospect 
of cure will be more uncertain and distant. 
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In order to effect a radical cure of the most ^tub<^ 
born venereal, syrtoptoms^ I do say, that the change 
which is wrought through mercury, must be com- 
plete and decisive : and I do say, that this change 
cannot be generally brought about without confine- 
ment, and without every accelerating power being 
employed to promote and conduct the mercurial in- 
fluence. If these arguments were strictly, adhered 
to, and if the practice of them were always carried 
into effect, I am confident that the histories which 
we daily hear of cases — such as Lues Venerea re- 
turning after repeated salivations, and such as. are 
calculated to degrade the action of mercury, both as. 
a baneful poison and an ineffectual remedy, would 
be much more rare than they now are found to be. 

From the opinion which I have, given, that the- 
strictest attention must be engaged to controul and 
n^plate the mercurial action — it will be obvious,, 
tbatany hopes or any expectations, founded in rea- 
son, of these events being either produced, or guarded 
against if they could be produced, must be fallacious, 
by. the pursuit of any other method different to that 
which! have exacted. And although there may be 
still a difference in opinion, how these efiects by 
meDcury are produced, and how that change is 
brought about by mercurial action, which I have at- 
tempted to account for, yet the adoption of this pru- 
dent and natural system of curing the disease is nei- 
ther new nor strange : it is that system which the 
most experienced appeal to. in the first instance, and 
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it is that which the most experienced must adopt, 
after having tried other systems (or rather no sys- 
tem) before the intention will be completed. Why 
do those appeal to this resource in the end, it^ with- 
out confinement, Lues Venerea can be cured by mer- 
cury? Why should this be considered as the last 
resource, by those who have given the preference, in 
former trials, to its opposite treatment ? If all these 
changes could be effected by an open treatment, that 
would long ago have banished this out of practice. 
If every fluid in the constitution could have been so 
mercurially possessed as to defeat the venereal infec- 
tion by this open treatment, the possibility would' 
have been before now ascertained. Or, if an irre- 
gular salivation, conducted either by an open me- 
thod of treatment, or a confined one, were suffi- 
ciently effectual for the intended purpose of eradi- 
cating Lues Venerea, there would have been no ap- 
peal for new trials of mercury, no repetitions of the' 
remedy, no changes introduced in the treatment, 
importing a more serious and attentive concern to 
the action of the remedy, to the time of continuing 
h, and to the clos«' confinement of the patient. 

There has been, of tate years, an alterative me- 
thod recommended for the cure of Lues Venerea, 
when the constitution is infected. This alterative 
method consists in giving such small doses of mer- 
cury, accompanied with sarsaparilla, as two grains' 
of calomel, or five grains of quicksilver in a pill, 
every day, or at most twice a day, so that none of 
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the emiinctories shall be affected through it. This 
alterative method is that which is adopted for local 
infection ; and, even in local infections, it is some- 
times known to fail. It sometimes leaves Lues Ve- 
nerea behind it, owing to the resistance which is 
given to the action of mercury, by the patient being 
in open air, and by irregularities which he may he 
frequently tempted to give into, through the com- 
pany with which he associates. For to give this 
method the best praise, when it does succeed in local 
cases, it does not so well succeed as a less quantity 
of mercury would, under a stricter regimen; and 
that stricter regimen (by which 1 mean to include 
confinement, although not with all its concomitant 
rigidities) which I have exacted for the cure of a 
constitutional venereal infection, is sometimes found 
necessary to be adopted even for the cure of des- 
perate Chancres. 

At any rate, most truly venereal Chancres will re- 
quire an internal use of mercury for the cure of them 
-at any rate, that mercury, in order to be of any 
eflecl, must have had an influence on the part by 
its internal action, before most Chancres betray 
any change, by ceasing to spread, or commencing 
to heal. Then it must follow, and there cannot be 
a doubt of the fact, that, in this instance, the whole 
of the constitution must have undergone an incipient 
influence from mercurial action, when a particular 
part of that constitution evinces an evident proof of 
tiiat action. And therefore I may venture to declare 
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it as my opinion, that the moutli should be sorne- 
what mercurially affected, and that affection conti- 
nued for some time after a venereal Chancre has 
healed. 

There is a prevailing practice, during mercurial 
frictionsj of making use of the warm bath, in the 
course of a cure under a strict regimen. I do not 
think that the practice can be justified by rational 
theory. This was borrowed from the French Sur- 
geons, and 1 know they indiscriminately persist in 
it. But so far from its promoting the intention of a 
proper action of mercury for a cure of the disease it 
is appointed to cure, it tends to baulk it: for the ef- 
fect from it is to open the pores and thereby to di- 
vert the action of mercury from its natural and pro- 
per channel. It hinders the progress of mercury in 
proceeding to accomplish that change which must 
take place in the Vascula minima, and disappoints 
the Practitioner from drawing true conclusions of 
the particular action of mercury upon each particular 
constitution: a point which I have said is always 
important towards conducting the cure. But if a 
salivation lias been found to exceed those bounds 
which may be judged to be safe and to be necessary, 
if from any cause an abatement of that immotlerate 
flux be the object — in that instance both the warm 
bath, as well as opening medicines, ought to be in 
practice for obtaining that end. A costive habit, from 
mercury, will be often so very stubborn, that almost 
a double purgative potion will be necessary. The 
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narm bath, nitric acid *, and opening medicines, 
are essential means for reducing exacerbated symp- 
toms from mercury. 

Sulphur lias been named, as having a specific 
power of neutralizingquicksilver: but that argument, 
. a priori, is foreign to any reason which is annexed 
' to the action of mercury upon the constitution. It 
is improbable upon the very face of it : nor does the 
administration of it strengthen the idea by its effects, 
for I have never seen any good or any harm in it. 
Keeping the mouth clean with barley-waler and 
honey, in the first place, and, when the sores will 
permit it, adding thereunto tincture of myrrh, will 
avail something, Nitric Acid, at any stage of these 
syftiptoms, will accelerate the cure of them : , but tlie 
constitution, after a mercurial process that has been 
well conducted, will stand in very little need of any 
Other restoratives than free air and wholesome diet; 
for though a kindly patient, immediately after a mer- 
curial course, will be thin, yet his spirits will be high, 
his countenance will be cheerful, his skin will be 
clear, his constitution will feel relieved from a bur- 
then, and these will be expressed in every sense. 
The action of quicksilver upon the constitution 
I cannot be that which Dr. Astruc has attributed to 
[ it — it can neither be owing to the specific gravity of 

* Practitioners in England and Europe are indebted to Dr. 
Scott for his report of this valuable medicine, the result of hi* 
ictice in the East Indies. It can be given when merciirv c;ia- 
fpot, ami afterwards mci'cui'y can be given with succcs*. 
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it, nor to the power which there is in the mineral 
of being so minutely divided into globules, as to be 
enabled, by these subdivisions of globules, to pass 
through vessels whicii are too minute for admitting 
blood, and by that means remove obstructions im- 
perviable to any other medicine whatever. I say, 
that the experienced action of quicksilver is not pro- 
duced by either the one or the other of these causes, 

, and I prove my assertion by strong circumstances 
in the action of quicksilver, or any chymical prepa- 
ration of it. That it is neither owing to its specific 
ivity, nor to the subdivision of its globules, is 

' proved by observing, that sometimes, from a chy- 
mical preparation of it, a salivation can be e:(cited, 
and that sometimes from a very small portion of it, 
I have seen six grains of calomel swell the face, make 
the mouth sore, and excite a spitting. It is the 
action of mercury even to the Minima Vascula which 
produces the effect of extinguishing venereal action. 

[ The action of mercury would never be considered 

1 as a relief to the constitution, by destroying the ac- 
tion of venereal virus, provided mercury, when it 
were once admitted into the habit, had a power of 
supporting its action, independent of additional sup- 
plies of mercury. If the action of mercury were 
not of stated duration, if it were a continued action, 
like the venereal, even though it did destroy the 
venereal action, I do not believe that any one would 
be induced to make an exchange of the latter for the 
former: for of the two, and whilst it continue, the 
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stimulus excited through the mineral poison is for 
more excessive than that excited by the animal 
poison. It is not only by the perception in our 
feelings that this superiority is proved, but also by 
the stimulus of mercury being superior to the vene- 
real stimulus, and thereby destroying and extin- 
guishing it. 

The action of mineral poisons upon the human 
constitution cannot be supported without constant 
supply, but the action of animal poisons can. The 
action of mineral poisons is acute and almost imme- 
diate. Mercury, once imparted to the constitution, 
will not be capable of supporting Its action beyond 
a certain duration ; but venereal virus, once imparted 
to the constitution, endures for ever. The action 
of mineral poisons is of a certain duration. The 
action of venereal poison is supported by the original 
poison being multiplied from an atom ofvenereal 
fluid. 

The most preferable mode for the application of 
mercury I consider always to be by inunction : I 
consider it the most innocent and the most certain 
action. The violence which it commits upon the 
constitution in general, is the only violence which 
is experienced by it from this mode of introduction. 
No violence is done to any local part. But when 
mercury is given internally, there is a greater pro- 
bability of a double violence being incurred through 
its action: a local violence, besides the constitutional 
violence. It will nauseate upon the stomach, it will 
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Stimulate the bowels, it will injure bt.tli, it will pro- 
duce griping, and the dose will be obliged to be 
limited. In desperate casesj or when from any 
>Jther cause the proportion of mercury is necessary 
to be increased, that cannot be so well and so safely 
Hone by internal application of any chymlcal prepa- 
ration of it, as by external frictions. But notwith- ' 
standing generally there may be no hesitation about 
•the preference being given to the external applica- 
tion of mercury, yet an'internal application has its 
■use, and may be sometimes employed to great ad- 
vantage, as it will appear from the truth of the ob- 
servation that I am about to offer. 

In impoverished habits, we know that absorbents 
I ore sometimes rendered incapable of doing their of- 
y fice, in consequence of a long and symptomatic fever, 
such as is supported by the venereal stimulus. It 
may, without a stretch of reason, be presumed that 
their power may be impaired, if not totally sus- 
I pended from that cause ; and more especially, if the 
r patient wlio is venereally infected be also in the 
constant habit of drinking spirituous liquors. These, 
I think, are causes why sometimes the largest pro- 
portion of mercury, applied in unction upon the 
surface, does not procure an apparent effect in any- 
degree to the quantity applied. In such cases, and 
in such conditions, I have found this difficulty in 
I the action of mercury most to prevail. It appears 
to me, that little out of the much which has been 
administered has been absorbed^ and that little which 
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has been absorbed, has not been equal to excite a 
mercurial stimulus, much less, therefore, has it been 
equal to excite a stimulus superior to the action of 
Teoereal stimulus. When this is the condition of 
the habit, the most remote absorbents, which are 
tliose that are dispersed upon the cutaneous surface, 
will of course, by being remote and more minute, 
feel the effect of such a temporary disability, of such 
a privation of action, in a greater degree than the 
larger absorbents — than those which are nearer to 
tlie centrical part of the animal machine: for, if the 
absorbents throughout the prima via were also thus 
equally debilitated, the constitution could not then 
be supported. In such instances, therefore, the 

nternal application of mercury, either partially or 
wholly, has a preference. In scrophulous habite, 

t is more prudent to try a solution of sublimate 
tiiercury in decoction of sarsaparilla. 

Whether it be prudent to attempt a continuance 
of mercury, in any form, in a constitution thus 
conditioned, and when such is the result of its ap- 
plication, that must depend upon the necessity and 
pressure of the occasion. If the symptoms of vene- 
real virus be rapid, either locally or constitutionally 
■ — if there be no time to be lost — if there be nn im- 
mediate necessity to put a stop to them, an endea- 
vour must certainly be made, by every possible 
means, to e\.ctte a complete mercurial stimulus, as 
the only means for effecting that end. But I believe 
that, in many instances, the effort will be vain, 
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and the end cannot be obtained : and i know, and 
I feel that such conditions are the most nice, dan- 
gerous, and intricate, of any which the disease and 
the remedy are exposed to. When mercury can be 
dispensed with for a time, it certainly ought to be ; 
and pure air, milk diet, with light nutritious food 
and gentle exercise, must be the inter\eniog re- 
sources. Nitric acid, bark, and steei, will be found 
to be the truest medicines for the purpose, 

The chief causes of the constitution being brought 
into such a state, are, constant use of mercury, in 
small and ineffectual doses, in conjunction with hard 
drinking during the time of thus administering it : 
an ineffectual stimulus is thereby excited, which 
provokes, but never produces any change upon the 
venereal symptoms. No power which mercury can 
impart, can be received with radical effect, because 
the system is rendered incapable from debility, and 
because wanton and injudicious stimuli have been, 
for a length of time, mischievously and irrationally 
excited. 

In all cases, therefore, it is of the utmost import- 
ance, when the administration of mercury is began 
with for the cure of Lues Venerea, to observe teno- 
perance: it should be scrupulously exacted : and in 
all cases where mercury is once begun upon, it 
should be regularly pursued, until such a change in 
the constitution througli it be produced, as pro- 
claims it to be equal to the purposes of extinguishing 
venereal symptoms, either locally or constitutionally- 



THE CURE OF LUES VENEREA. 307 

The close begun with should be the smallest, and 
that should be daily increased every rubbing, until 
the foetid breath, the prostration of strength, and 
soreness of the mouth, demonstrate its action on 
the fluids. The mercury should be followed up 
until the venereal symptoms have disappeared, and 
all thickening of the parts and Induration have sub- 
sided. But if, on the contrary, the doses be not 
repeated daily, if they be not increased, if there be 
lapses of time between their repetition, if the sti- 
mulus be partial, but not elective, the constitution 
is thereby harassed, but not relieved : it has to en- 
dure a continued non-effective stimulus from mer- 
cury and venereal stimulus at one and the same 
time. 

It is to be remembered, that the generality of 
those whose venereal cases are complicated with bad 
conditioned habits, provoke their own condition by 
intemperance and turbulent resistance to salutary 
advice: and that those who are not disposed to do 
well for themselves, will not shew the least inclination 
to do justice to Practitioners. We are frequently 
condemned by such, for what human foresight could 
not have prevented. But if we make the praise or 
blame of others the rule of our conduct, as a great 
Author has expressed it, we shall be distracted by a 
boundless variety of irreconcileable judgments, be 
held in perpetual suspense between contrary im- 
pulses, and consult for ever, without determrnatioti. 
Let as think for ourselves. 
X S 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

ON THE CURE OF CHANCRE. 

I shall begin with the most simple of all venereal 
Chancres, then by degrees go on to those which, 
from longer continuance, and upon worse habits, 
were not from the beginning so simple from that 
cause, and which will not in their progress assume 
any other more favourable appearances than those 
they first sat out with. 



TREATMENT OF A SIMPLE SORE ON THE 

PENIS. 

When the substance of the Penis is pallid and 
dry, a Chancre will not be so disposed to spread and 
inflame the parts around, as v^^hen it is red and 
moist. The cure of every venereal Chancre, be it 
ever so mild and simple, will genei*ally exact the 
internal action of mercury. If a patient apply the 
very instant he discovers a Chancre, and if that 
Chancre be a little pustule, which just begins to dis- 
charge, which shines as if a pure fluid were lodged 
upon it, and which has not eaten any depth, and 
even before there be any apthous bottom to it, can 
or ought that Chancre to be cured without mercury 
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given internally ? Admitting that there is a doubt, 
which the most accurate judgment cannot solve, 
whether the virus has been absorbed, or whether it 
be con lined to that little point where inSammation 
and destruction of the cuticle has just marked out 
the seat of an incipient Chancre — what in this in- 
stance is the safest and surest method for securing 
the constitution from the possibility of future infec- 
tion, and for inducing the Chancre, which is the 

. part on which the foreign virus is acting, to heal 
kindly from its natural disposition, it being no longer 
stimulated or acted upon r Can this end be obtained 
by any topical application which is now known and 
applied in practice, and independent of the internal 
action of mercury ? There are certain topical appli- 
cations which may sometimes so succeed; but that 
is not such a success as I would wish to prescribe 
or to practise, because of the insecurity and uncer- 
tainly of it. Do those who favour the application 
of topical remedies trust to them r Or do they at 
the same time annex for a better security an 
internal use of a little mercury ? For what 
purpose, when there is no inducement from an 
irritable inflammation on the parts, are topical ap- 

I plications — what is the motive for which they are 

[■ applied, and of what do they consist? Is it fitting 
that any of them should be put into practice in this 
simple stage of the case — or will they answer fully 

'the intention? 
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f^BST, OF EXCISION OF THE CHAVCBE. 

Where excision is practicable, it must be done 
immediately upon the first discovery of the Chancre, 
and the situation of the Chancre must be favourable 
for the operation, for there are many parts exposed 
to Chancres, where it would not be practicable; not 
to mention, that often there will be many Chancres 
on different parts. If a Chancre be situated under 
the frcenum, it could not be conveniently cut out; 
or on the frcenum, without dividing it; or on the 
glans, without the operation being severe; or be- 
hind the glans. But if the excision be put into 
■practice, the virus might have previously escaped 
beyond that part; and as the object is too important 
for any doubt of certain security in the case, mercury 
would at the same time be given internally ; and 
there would be a sore from the operation, which 
would require time for healing. Therefore, I look 
upon the method of excision to be something talked 
of, but which will never be in common practice. 



SECOND, OF THE APPLICATION OF CAUSTIC 

TO ERADICATE THE CHANCKE. 



This is much more common in practice than the 
former, and has been adopted as long a time as 
almost the cure of the disease. The precipitate of 
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Vigo went to the same object. But Astruc speaks 
of the caustic itself; and Mr. Hunter also rather 
encourages it. I have applied it, but I now see so 
many objections to it, that i really think it ought 
to be condemned, and banished from practice. It 
must be remembered, that this application will only 
be safe, when it is applied to a recent Chancre, and 
a Chancre unaccompanied with an inflammatory dis- 
position in the parts. But when there are many 
Chancres, and those on different parts, or when 
there is a disposition generally in the parts to inflame, 
the ulcer or ulcers produced by caustic may amount 
to a serious importance; and therefore my reasoning 
upon the question shall be confined to where it can 
be applied, and where it is most commonly applied. 
If the question were entirely local, if the only 
object were that of an expeditious healing of the 
Chancre, it would not signify by what means that 
end was obtained, and that which did to a certainty 
dispose it to heal the soonest, would be the most 
preferable. But the whole of the importance of the 
object is still beyond that argument, for this is the 
moment when the constitution is to be guarded 
against the poison ; and if the applied caustic does 
not ensure that beyond a doubt, which it most as- 
suredly does not, then why should the patient be 
thus exposed to doubt and to danger? If the caustic 
be laid on and act, of course a lai^r sore is incurred, 
some time must be taken for it to heal, and when 
it is healed, there will, from the nature of the action 
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of caustic, be a hard cicatrix: this will perplex the 
understanding in determining whether the hardness 
be supported from the consequences of caustic, or 
the remaining virus which may be escaping into the 
constitution. But this is not all — both the stimulus 
from the caustic and the stimulus from the virus 
will irritate and enlarge the lymphatic glands of the 
groin, and then another perplexity and doubt will 
be raised, to determine from which of these two 
causes this symptom is incurred. 

Who will take upon themselves to say, that the 
use of mercury internally may be spared, when 
caustic is thus applied, and that if it be spared, the 
patient will be as certainly safe ? 

From the knowledge that we have of the nature 
of venereal poison, it is impossible that the mere 
application of caustic alone can always ensure the 
patient from the future action of the virus. Then 
is not that method a wrong one, which does not 
procui'e a positive safety against future infection, 
and which dots not set the mind at rest; and dissi- 
pate the dread of future danger? The idea, that 
from shortening the duration of the Chancre by de- 
stroying the virulent action which produces it, the 
duration of giving mercury internally will be, and 
may be also shortened, and the quantity also from 
that cause lessened, is founded not u|>on a sound 
knowledge of venereal action, and therefore it would 
be extremely daugerous to admit it. The Author 
who has asserted this idea has adopted a mode of 
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reasoning incompatible with the truth of venereal 
action. He asserts that the quantity of virus ab- 
sorbed will be in proportion to the size of the 
Chancre, and to the time for absorption : that is to 
say, the action of venereal virus upon the constitu- 
tion infected with it, will be more or less influenced, 
according to the quantity of that virus which is 
absorbed : as if an atom of foreign virus once im- 
parted to the constitution, would not infect the con- 
stitution as effectually as an hundred or » thousand 
atoms : as if the most divisible drop of Small-Pox 
would not infect as effectually as the whole of the 
fluid extracted from a thousand pustules. Where 
would such a speculative idea as this lead us in the 
cure of a Chancre! 

The question does not consist in the quantity of 
P venereal fluid which escapes into the constitution, 
but whether any escape or not. There will not be 
les? mercury required, because more or less fluid 
escapes into the constitution : that is the proportion 
of mercury required for the cure of a local infection, 
which produces such a change in the fluids of the 
constitution, as will necessarily oblige a cessation in 
thti action of the foreign virus on the part to which 
it was imparted, and thereby also prevent a pre- 
sumed constitutional infection. 

The erroneous idea of this Author to whom I 
allude, and to whom I have so often alluded, arose 
from want of distinguishing the nature of action of 
foreign fluid on the subject infected by it. He rea- 
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loned upon a presumptive idea, that the constitu- 
tion drew its infection from the secreted fluid dis- 
charged by a Chancre, and from that being absorb- 
ed : for he says, the quantity absorbed will be as 
the size of the Chancre, and the time of absorption, 
and the quantity of mercury must be correspondent 
to that. But surely, if this fluid will infect when it 
is absorbed, if this fluid be the fuel to bait the vene- 
real flame in the constitution, a profusion of the 
same fluid would to a certainty excite other Chancres 
on the surrounding parts where it is lodged. This 
and the true nature of the action of it has been 
already laid down by me. — We are furnished with 
another proof, how necessary a true knowledge of 
the relative action of the poison Is for the better 
ascertaining that which is necessary both for a cure 
of the local part infected, and for guarding the con- 
stitution against infection : from a false idea, that 
the constitution was infected more or less, accord- 
ing to the size and the proportionate discharge of a 
Chancre, the conclusion was — that there must be a 
local discharge existing prior to constitutional infec- 
tion — that the mildness or virulence of the constitu- 
tional infection must depend upon the quantity of 
discharge — and that the mercury which may be ne- 
cessary, must bear a proportion to the size of a 
Chancre, to the quantity which-it discharges, and 
to the time for absorption whilst it continue to yield 
that discharge. Not one single iota of this specula- 
tive theory is founded in truth. I will repeat these 
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Ikcta again, and conclude my argument ; that the 
secreted fluid from a Chancre of any size, or of any 
duration, is the fluid of that subject by whom it was 
secreted, and is perfetly harmless to him — that a 
Chancre is the result of the action of venereal fluid 
ef another subject — that this is the fluid which is 
not only acting locally on a part so as to produce 
Chancre, but is also the fluid which is absorbed into 
the habit, or which is presumed to be absorbing, 
and for the cure of which mercury is given, for the 
purpose of extinguishing its local action, and of 
course its constitutional action — that the quantity of 
Mercury for a cure must not be regulated by the 
Hze or the time of the Chancre, but must be regu- 
lated by such change in the fluids of the constitution 
as will necessarily oblige a cessation in the action of 
the foreign virus on the part to whic.h it has been 
imparted, and necessarily prevent its action on the 
constitution when any infection has been presumed 
to be absorbed. 



THIRD, OF THE LOCAL APPLICATION OF 
MERCURIAL OINTMENT. 

That his been recommended, both when the 
Chancre has not been previously extirpated, and 
after it has been extirpated or destroyed: — the mer- 
curial ointment has been applied as a dressing to 
the part. By this it seems as if there were a con- 
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scientious mistrust, a mental misgiving, lurking be- 
hind the securities of excision and caustic, which 
have been thus topically taken. " However," says 
Mr. Hunter, " as our knowledge of the extent of 
the disease is not always certain, and as this uncer- 
tainty increases as the size of the Chancre, it be- 
[ comes necessary, in some degree, to assist the cure 
I by proper dressings; and therefore it maybe pru- 
^ dent to dress the sore with mercurial ointment." 
These are Mr. Hunters own words. 

In order to be better understood in what I now 
mean to explain, I shall first impress upon the re- 
I collection, that it is not possible for me to object to 
the application of mercury, as soon as a Chancre is 
avowed : because I know, and my theory goes to 
prove it, that mercury ought to be immediately 
thrown into the constitution, for its preservation 
against the presumed progress of the foreign poisoD, 
as well as for the extinction of the local action of it; 
and that the mercurial effect must go on to a certain 
point, for obtaining both these ends. This I have 
said, for this is my doctrine : therefore I cannot ob- 
ject to mercury ; on the contrary, 1 enforce its ne- 
cessity. But I must confess, it strikes me that 
there is something very inauspicious or suspicious 
in the theory and practice of Mr, Hunter — and that 
neither of them are well founded, when we see such 
an application as mercurial ointment applied to the 
seat of a Chancre, or to the seat where the Chancre 
was, but from whence it has been extirpated, either 
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for a cure of the Chancre, or the consequences 
which it might have left behind it. There cannot 
be, in my opinion, but two reasons assigned for 
dressing that part with mercurial ointment, and 
these reasons argue an absolute deficiency in a true 
knowledge of the nature of the disease, and of the 
nature of mercurial action. 

Mr. Hunter has assigned his reasons why he 
dressed the sore with mercurial ointment: it was so 
to act upon the part as specific mercury, positively to 
prevent that which may happen if it were not thus 
applied. This was one intention : and this must 
have arisen from a belief that a little mercury, ap- 
plied on this part, would, both locally and pre- 
ferably, operate against the virus, by being approxi- 
mated to it, if any virus remained : that it would 
preferably operate upon the presumed progress of 
the virus into the constitution, by being also intro- 
duced into the constitution through the same chan- 
nel as the virus was. I could be as soon induced 
to believe any other impossibility in Nature, as be 
brought to believe that mercury, merely as specific 
mercury, has any influence upon venereal virus, in 
any form or denomination whatever. !f the one 
and the other were mixed together, they wpuld, so 
mixed, retain in full effect their original properties, 
But the local application of the one for the local ex- 
tirpation of the other, or for the local security of a 
part that was infected by the other, argued at least, 
that he was not wholly disposed to surrender up 



I 



3l8 CURE OF CHANCRB. 

such an idea. And the consequent idea of suppos- 
ing, that by sending mercury after the presumed 
absorption of virus, and by the same channel, has 
aa narrow a foundation in reason (if it be any thing 
like reason) as the former idea : for it looks at least 
suspicious, that the former ide^ was pursued, and 
that it was the same theory which led him to pro- 
mise something particularly specific, in dressing a 
part locally with mercury, for the object of extir- 
pating the remaining virus, if any did remain. 
From want of a true knowledge of the nature of the 
action of mercury, the practice of dressing a Chancre 
with mercurial ointment has been long in use ; but 
it is so dissonant to reason, that at any rate, if any 
other dressing be at hand, it should not be applied, 
lest by such a practice it may falsely be presumed 
that it was done with a specific motive. 



THE FOURTH METHOD OF CURE. 

The most important points by which a Chancre 
i» judged to be a venereal Chancre or not, are from 
an enquiry into the nature of the connection by 
which it was supposed to have been contracted ; 
into the date of the Chancre being contracted, and 
since its first appearance ; and into tb; condition of 
the state of the Penis, on which the supposed 
Chancre or Chancres are discovered. In a very re- 
cent Chancre without such enquiry there is nothing 
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by which, prima facie, it can be pronounced to be 
positivelyyenereal. Recent ulcers, not venereal, 

ARE EXACTLY SIMILAR TO RECENT VENEREAL CHAN- 
CRES, IN EVERY STATE AND CONSTITUTIONAL CtiNDI- 
TION OF THE PeNIS. 

Prima facie, from all that I have ever read or 
seen, or from all that 1 have ever been taught from 
tale or history, I have not by any sign been able to 
distinguish an incipient Chancre venereal, from an 
incipient ulcer not venereal. The incipient Chancre 
and incipient ulcer will be ever the more or less 
virulent, according with the idiosyncrasy of the sub- 
ject thus conditioned, and it is very possible that 
both may be healed without the smallest application 
of mercury, or that both may assume a malignant 
disposition. 

Not being able, as some modern Writers are, par 
excellence, to decide upon the true nature of a case 
but from previous inquiry; and even then, not be- 
ing able, as some more enlightened modern Writers 
are, to decide positively, but from previous enquiry, 
and not even then, not being able always to decide, I 
proceed to consider that sore as venereal Chancre, or ■ 
as ulcer not venereal, according to the evidence the 
history of the case oiFers, which I may have before 
me. One consolation however, amidst the varieties 
of opinions, and particularly so lately disseminated, 
k, that in a recent sore, wheresoever situated on 
tbe Penis, mercury, if given in the very first instance 
in small quantity, can do no harm to the constitu- 
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tion, and if it could, 



I be withdrawn ; whereu, 



if the sore should prove to be venerenl hy assuming 

I callous edges, and a thickened base, more mercury 

' wili be afterwards exacted for the cure, come when 

\ it may. Another consolation to the piitient is, that 

I if the cure of a sore be commenced by the admistra* 

tion of mercury, as soon as the sore ia discovered, 

I there need not be any stimulating dressings apphed 

• to the sore, by whicli an opinion of the true nature 

of it might be made more obscure and difficult, 

K For when once the doubtful sore is dressed with any 

y thing stimulating, it is tlien no longer a sore as it 

was, but a sore as it is by being so dressed. It is 

[■better to dress the sore with lint, and let the doubt- 

I fill sore disclose itself. 

Besides the doubt which always ought to be 
thought on, in a recent sore, and where nettling de- 
cisive can be established, there is an objection to the 
laying mercurial ointment on a sore of such an organ 
as the Penis is composed of, which 1 judge to be 
' self-evident to any man's comprthension, that nier- 
I curial ointment will very often intlanie the part, and 
L especially in an iuQammatory case, and if it should, 
I there would be, instead of a cure, an erysipelatous 
[ inflammation to contend with into the bargain. 

\s in all probability such a Cliaucre (if it be one) 
might heal under the mildest treatment most readily, 
I should recommend no more than -five grains of 
FiIuIeb Hydrargyri P. L. to be taken every night, 
till the sore disappear; or if that quantity of mercury 
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should not be effectual, it must be gradually in- 
creased. 

There will not, nor there cannot be by this me- 
thod a doubt entertained but the constitution will 
be also safe from future infection, and there will be 
no future inducement for suspecting that the dis- 
ease is left behind, and that it may constitutionally 
appear hereafter. Whereas the case will ever be 
doubtful and protracted, by its being made more 
complex — by any hardness remaining on the origi- 
nal seat of the Chancre — by hardness from the 
action of caustic, or by applying mercurial oint- 
mMit— or by enlargement of the inguinal glands, 
which the inflammation from caustic particularly 
will excite. The process by caustic, or caustic 
washes, is neither safe, decisive, nor final : more 
mercury may be given than is necessary to be given 
where the Chancre is left undisguised; and the diffi- 
culty of healing the part destroyed by caustic will 
be fully as great, the time as long, as that of healing 
the original Chancre. When a Chancre heals by 
the action of mercury on the constitution, that me- 
thod is sure to be final, and the constitution is sure 
to be safe : so much cannot be said when a cure is 
conducted by any other process. 
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ANOTHER DEGREE OF SUPPOSED CHANi 
FROM VENEREAL INrECTION. 



itsB^^ 



The generality of patients do not apply to Sur- 
geoiiit until the Chancre appears so self-evident as 
to leave in their opinions no doubt of its being vene- 
real — for they connect that opinion from former 
connection. The time most usual is about a fort- 
night after the sore first appears, and about twenty 

■ days after a doubtful connection, when the Chancre 
spreading, the base of it thickening, and the 

, edges of it becoming callous. But if there be no 
appearance of inflammation more than belongs to 
the nature of the case, a similar treatment to that I 
have already offered will be the system eventually 
for the most permanent cure. To proceed with 
the pilul. hydrargyri in small doses, for at least a 
fortnight before any dressing be applied to the Chan- 
cre, excepting dry lint, after washing the Chancre 
with milk and water, or something else as mild. 
At the expiration of a fortnight, in a simple case, 
the Chancre mider mercury, and where the patient 
tastes the influence of it upon the constitution, will be- 
gin to discover a change; to cease to spread, and to 
commence to heal ; in that case, to assist in cleans- 
ing its aplitlioua base, such a topical application as 
a solution of vitriol, or calomel with lime water, will 
accelerate its healing. In such a simple case as this 
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it will be prudent to continue on the mercury at least 
a few days after the healing of the Chancre, and 
more mercury should be given to promote the cure 
if necessity indicate it. 



ANOTHER DEGREE OF SUPPOSED CHANCRE 
PROM VENEREAL INFr.CTION. 

When virus is imparted to a constitution already 
intlaiaed, there will be a necessity for attending to 
the previous inflatnmation, as well as to the specific in- 
flammation excited by the action of the foreign poi- 
son. In that case, not only the constitution but the 
diseased part will exact assistance — will exact that 
which is best to be done for the vitiated state of the 
Constitution and the Chancre before it can be brought 
to granulate and heal. The vitiation of the fluids 
from intemperance and continued irregularities, to- 
gether with omissions after the Chancre is contracted, 
is the cause of all the untoward symptoms which 
arise in Chancre, and which obliges the patient, in 
the end, to retire to his cliamber, and to adopt a 
stricter discipline than would have been necessary 
without such provocations. 

Whenever the parts betray this vitiation, it must 
not be imagined that a change for the better will be 
sudden ; it must not be concluded, that the most 
prudent correction of the constitution which can be 
adopted will efTeet a change of such vitiation, with- 
y 2 
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out time being allowed: so that this condition of 
the constitution, and the aggravated condition of the 
Chancre also, will be objects throughout the cure. 
Moreover than this, there might have been a prior 
taint in the habit, and a Chancre from this might 
be the more obstinate, knowing that a subject con- 
stitutionally infected can contract a local infection, 
When a simple Chancre or Chancres, independent 
of any other inflammation but the specific inflam- 
mation, have not been attended to, and when mer- 
cury has not in the first instance been given, such 
Chancres wiil proceed slowly to eat deeper and 
deeper, and their circumference will be as slowly 
enlarged. To the shining inflammatory red appear- 
ance, which was the incipient appearance, will suc- 
ceed an apthous appearance: the treatment which I 
have laid down already, is always that treatment 
which will be necessary and proper, only with this 
regard, that mercury must be gone on with until 
the Chancres heal, and for some days after ; and by 
^its effects the requisite quantity of it will be ascer- 
tained better than I can, a priori, prescribe it. 

The usual appearances which indicate a compound 
case are. Chancres acting very rapidly, spreading 
unusually, of a livid sloughing aspect, of an irregu- 
lar form, eating very deep, and proceeding to de- 
stroy the parts with uncommon rapidity. The ap- 
pearance of the Penis will be tumid, the prepuce 
thickened, the glans swollen and hard, the dischai^e 
from the sebaceous glands profuse, and from the 



CURE OF CHANCRE. 325 

Chancres will flow a bloody sanies. There will also 
be generally fever attendant upon those symptoms. 
The two first points indicated are, resisting the na- 
tural vitiation, and resisting the venereal progress. 
As neither of these means are to be immediately ac- 
complished, an aggravation of all the symptoms will 
naturally go on, until a correction of both be carried 
into effect. 

The patient must therefore submit to stay at 
home. If his pulse indicates it, he should be hied 
in the arm, for I do not trust leeches to an inflamed 
Penis. He should take an oijening draught, and 
observe the strictest regimen. His pores should he 
opened by James's Powder, and mercury should be 
begun with as soon as possible, esi>ecially if hitherto 
none has been given. A drachm and a half, or two 
drachms, if the febrile symptoms will permit it, 
should be rubbed in every night for ten nights : and 
then the result should be sought for in the appear- 
ance of the Chancre. The propensity to sphacela- 
tion should he resisted by every means, and the lo- 
cal treatment should be all to this regard ; if the in- 
flammation should not abate, the patient should be 
bled again and again. The Penis should be fomented 
with a strong decoction of [Hippies, to two thirds of 
which a third of spirit of wine should be added. 
Linen dipped in liquor ammonias acetatae should be ■ 
wrapped rbund the Penis. The Chancre, if the 
prepuce permit it, should be washed with warm 
water, and the Penis should be immerged in warm 
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water, during the act of urining. These means ge- 
nerally will not, with a submissive patient, fail of 
success ; but, if the swelling of the prepuce forbid it, 
an injection of warm water should be thrown up. 
The Penis should not hang down. 

If the seat of the Chancre be on the prepuce only, 
it is not so. material to divide the prepuce; but if the 
seat of the Chancre be on the glans, and there are 
apprehensions that the ulceration is still proceeding, 
and that an hoemorrhage will ensue, the prepuce 
should be divided, and the Chancre exposed. Mr. 
Hunter has recommended an application of turpen- 
tine for an hoemorrhage from a Chancre, for it must 
be observed, that sometimes an hcemorrhage there ia 
eerious. 

But if the treatment be later adopted, and if mer- 
cury be not given at all, or so given as not to pro- 
duce its necessary action, if the constitution has not 
undergone the preparatory means which I have ex- 
acted, and if, in consequence, such unfavourable 
• symptoms are advancing more forward, still the 
same means are to be pursued, only with additional 
diligence. But if, under all these adopted means, 
after the expiration of a fortnight or three weeks, 
evident symptoms of convalescence do not appear, 
but a contrary effect is observed from the action of 
mercury on a constitution thus conditioned, time 
must be given for restoring the constitution, for as- 
Bisting the state of it, by pure air, nitric acid, bark, 
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milk diet, and by every means which tend to take 
off the irritability arising from a habit thus abused. 
The symptoms, although they have not been ob- 
served to give way, will not be so rapid and alarming 
in this stage of the cure as they were at first, and af- 
ter that which 1 have laid down has been adopted. 
The condition of the constitution being so restored 
as to receive that full impression from mercury which 
is necessary for the cure of the venereal part of the 
case, and the time having been allowed for bringing 
it into that condition, through pure air, wholesome 
food, observance of temperance, and the assistance 
of restorative medicines, nitric acid, bark, &c. then 
by returning to the mercurial course it will be found 
to be effectual: the Chancre will heal, and every 
venereal constitutional symptom will be hereafter out 
of the question, provided that mercury, when it be 
found capable of acting, be not negligently and slo- 
venly applied, or that it be long enough persevered 
in for obtaining that necessary end. 



ANOTHER DEGREE OF SUPPOSED CHANCRE 
FROM VENEREAL INFECTION, INCLUDING 
♦ PHYMOSIS. 

In all cases it is absolutely necessary to ascertain 
as well as possible the cause of an ulcer on the 
Penis, without which it would be impossible to 
know how to treat it. When I have not been able 
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to ascertain this, and when the case, notwithstand- 
ing, has been ultimately under my observation, I 
am naturally more at a loss how to decide, for if I 
see a case of Phymosis, without having seen the 
case before it was a case of Phymosis, I have no- 
thing to trust to but the relation of others, I think 
Phymosis is as serious an attack, whether it arises 
from a venereal cause, or from any other, as any in 
the catalogue of venereal symptoms and other causes. 
It might destroy glans, it might ulcerate urethra, it 
might be the cause of the sloughing of scrotum and 
prepuce. It might oblige the urine to pass through 
a diseased opening, which no Surgeon can after- 
wards heal, and it might be the cause of the Penis 
sloughing altogether. 

These observations induce me to remark, that to 
define the action of a Chancre which brings on Phy- 
mosis, it is requisite that the Chancre should have 
been previously seen, before it be determined that 
the Chancre is the cause of Phymosis. 



A Case. 



A Gentleman, aged 27, showed me a Chancre 
contracted a fortnight before. He was, though a 
married man, always out, I gave him pills, five 
grains in each of piluliE hydrargyri, and I desired 
him to wash the Chancre with warm water. The 
seat of the Chancre v^as close to the froenum. It 
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was not before a fortnight that I saw him again, 
when I found the Penis swollen, the skin of it in- 
flamed, the Prepuce so screwed that one could 
hardly tell the way to the glans. He had a full 
pulse, and the point where the latent Chancre was 
concealed, was extremely tender to the toucli. 
This was tlie state of the patient, only after three 
weeks or little more of the contraction of the dis- 
ease. 1 bled him in the arm, gave him James's 
powder, applied cloths dipped in liquor ammonite 
acetate constantly fresh ; and 1 injected warm 
water between the Glans and Prepuce; I also en- 
joined him to immerse the Penis in warm water 
whenever he solicited to iirine, and I would have 
drawn the urine off by catheter, if I could have done 
it, being convinced from what I have seen in prac- 
tice, that nothing that can happen to make a sore 
become a bad ulcer, more than the lodgment of 
urine, and that whoever thinks otherwise must have 
had no experience in practice. I repeated five 
grains of James's powder every night ; I gave him 
no opiate, for I do not apply to an opiate in a case 
of true inflammation. 

I kepi him almost literally upon bread and water, 
and I bled him twice more at the intervals of forty- 
eight hours. I acted so, knowing the constitution 
of the patient, and the true nature of the case, as 
to have made it more surprising, if it did not get 
well, than it would be, if it did get well. And 
this is the best mode of treating dangerous inflam- 
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ciatioii. In the course of three days after the pa- 
tient was con6ijed to his chamber, I began to give 
him the pilulae hydrargyria five grains morning and 
night; I did not do this from clioice, but conve- 
nience. I should have preferred rubbing in the 
unguentum hydrargyri fortius. In the process of 
a week, by all these means, the violent symptoms 
began to give way ; a plenteous discharge passed 
from the diseased glans. More access could be had 
through that distorted aperture of the Prepuce; X 
could swell the space between it and the glans with 
an injection of warm water. I could not prevail 
upon the patient to take more than five grains of 
the pilulre hydrargyri twice a day, and therefore, 
without his knowing that he took more mercury, I 
joined two grains of calomel to his five grains of 
James's powder, which he took every night. Every- 
day convinced me tliat the case was gradually mend- 
ing. The discharge thickened, the progress of the 
disease was stopped, the Penis was paler and 
lighter, the painful sensations were abated, the 
ulceration of Prepuce changed to a more favorable 
aspect, the seat of the Chancre could bear to be 
handled ; and without any thing more tlian a repe- 
tition of the means already described, injecting lime 
water with calomel, instead of warm water, conti- 
nuing on the pilulse hydrargyri twice a day, the 
patient was discharged in the course of six weeks. 

I have only to add, that if the means I have 
stated had not been successful, I should have given 



CURE OP CHANCRE. 33 1 

a grain of emetic tartar with the James's powder, as 
nothing tends to abate inflannmation excepting 
bleeding and to put an end to its mischievous pro- 
gress more than vomiting. 

If ever there was a case where time is more pre- 
cious to prevent the ravages of inflammation, I know 
not where to find it. The stake contended for be- 
ing, at least, the preservation or loss of the Penis. 

Case II. 

A Gentleman, aged 25, showed me a Chancre 
situated under tlie frcenum, which, upon inquiry, 
was established to have originated from venereal 
virus ; I supplied him with pilula; liydrargyri, and 
desired him to dress the Chancre with dry lint. In 
the course of a week he went to Newmarket, 
where he remained a week longer. On his return, 
I found him in a most pitiable state. Phymosis, 
accompanied with high inflammation, and, notwith- 
standing I pursued the same course I did in (he 
former case, to put a stop to the rapidity of the dis- 
ease, I did not succeed before the ulcer had pene- 
trated the urethra. I attribute this to the urine 
having henn extravasated and confined for want of a 
passage. Very fortunately the prepiice sloughed 
before the glans was entirely destroyed. I drew ofi' 
his urine by the gum catheter as soon as I could, 
and this put an end to the progress of sphacelation : 



1 
1 



333 CURE OF CHANCRE. 

and from that time the case began to assume a 
favourable complexion, and without any further 
progress of destruction ; the parts healed under a 
very moderate proportion of unguentum hydrargyri. 
But tiiere had been such a loss of the substance of 
the urethra, that it could never after be brought to 
unite. Indeed, what was attempted by myself and 
others, made the chance of it more remote. He 
passes a silver instrument, formed like a bougie, two 
inches in length, flattened at the end, and fitted to 
the ajierture. This secures the opening for the 
passage of urine. The remaining part of the glans 
swells in erection, but neither semen nor urine 
passes through it. 



Case III. 



A Letter-carrier, in a walk of St. James's, came to 
me with Phymosis from Gonorrhoea. Circumstances 
put it out of his power of remaining all day at home. 
He was bled freely, and cloths wet with liquor ammo- 
nia acetatte were wrapped round the Penis. With a 
great deal of difficulty a very small catheter was 
passed into the bladder, and I made him practice 
the introduction of it himself, and not suffer, if he 
could help it, the urine to lodge between the prepuce 
and glans. He was very successful, and without 
any further obstacles, the Phymosis abated. He 
took five grains of pilulse hydrargyri every night for 
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& month. Half a year afterwards he called to com- 
plain that although the tumour had completely sub- 
sided, yet he could not denudate the glans. By 
passing a probe round the ^lans, I found that it had 
formed an imperfect junction with the internal sur- 
face of prepuce. We both agreed to leave it as it was. 

ULCERS ON THE GLANS FROM CAUSES NOT 
VENEREAL, WITH WARTS. 

There are so many causes for ulcers on the glans, 
that discrimination cannot be too minute upon 
this serious and important question. Ulcerations on 
the glans, without a venereal cause, are much more 
dangerous than a venereal Chancre. They are gene- 
rally connected with the slate of the urethra*, and 
always owe their origin to the urine acting upon the 
Penis. It is generally from this cause that warts 
are found to infect the glans, and that there is such 
a difficulty about them ; for it is not difficult to get 
rid of warts, if at the same time that which was the 
pabulum of them was gotten rid of also. So long 
as the Penis is diseased, the warts, after they have 
been removed, will be succeeded by others. Scat- 
tered urine, and redundant secretions will generate 
warts. Therefore, upon all occasions, the cause of 
them should be detected ; and perhaps, in that case, 

1 Part H. of VesiciB Lotura, by Jesse Foot, Xhcrc aiu 
■ many cases of Phymosia, from page 59, and onwards. 
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one might be led to the detection of that which 
otherwise might have escaped obBervation. Under 
the long continuance of irritation from stricture, 
where the urine dribbles away, that will encourage 
the growth of warts ; also the redundant discharge 
from the sebaceous glands; also, wliere tht; small- 
ness of the aperture of the urethra hinders the urine 
fipem passing out of the urethra as fast as it is sup- 
phed by the bladder; these causes will keep the 
Penis in an habitual state of disease, and furnish 
ample evidence of the mischievous effects of urine 
thus dribbling between prepuce and gtans. These 
causes will not only produce ulcers which, unless 
they are detected, the ulcers will be incurable and 
the warts also. To get rid of warts, if they be very 
redundant, it is best to shave away as much of them 
as one can, and by that be able the better to root 
them up altogether. Sabin powder will succeed, 
but not without its being applied more frequent 
than it usually is, for as soon as it becomes moist it 
loses its eti'ect. A solution of arsenic does the busi- 
ness better. 

Having referred to cases on Phymosis al ready pub- 
blished by me, leaves me to say the less upon causes 
and consequences now. 



Case I. 

A Gentleman, aged fifl, very lately applied to me, 
and I found him in the following situation : he had 
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R very inflamed and tumid Penis, a profuse dia- 
cbai^e from the urethra, ulcerations on three parts 
of the glaus, the prepuce thickened, the aperture of 
the urethra so small as not to admit of a bougie 
more than a third of the common size of the larger 
ones. He urined before me, and he scarcely made 
a stream, and what passed was in a scattered man- 
ner. He had eruptions on his forehead, and ap- 
peared as if his constitution was very much dis- 
tressed. He had on the ulcers some red precipitate 
ointment, spread on lint. He told me, that these 
eruptions on the glans had been there for some 
time, and that every effort had been made to remove 
them to no eflcct. He told me also, that being in 
the way of consulting many of the faculty, he had 
consulted them not from day to day, but from year 
40 year. I asked him if before he had any cause 
assigned for these sores on the glans, or for the in- 
flamed state of the Penis, or for the small and scat- 
tered stream of urine, or for the eruptions on his 
forehead. To all these questions he answered no, 
I passed a small bougie home to the bladder, and 
found the urethra particularly contracted from its 
aperture through the glans. I removed the precipi- 
tate dressings, and substituted a wash, consisting of 
five drops of the vitriolic fluid to an ounce of water. 
I enjoined him always to urine with the Penis im- 
mersed in warm water, and to call again in a week. 
The ulcers were then in a healing state, and when 
he called the week after they were healed. The 
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patient being by this time assured of the probability 
of success, listened to my proposal of dilating the 
aperture of the urethra, and it was done after the 
following manner. 

Take a piece of small common bougie, about four 
I inches in length ; split two inches of the four inches 
1 jit the lai^er end of the bougie, and between the 
1 split parts fasten the blade of a lancet. The shoul- 
ders of the lancet will be broader than the bougie, 
[and will be exposed only for use, which the point of 
I the lancet will not. The bougie unsplit will lead 
the shoulders of the lancet in the right direction, 
1 and the aperture of the Penis and throughout the 
■ glans, the blades of the lancet by being pushed 
' forward, will thus efferctually enlarge all the urethra 
aunexed to the glans, and restore to it all the ad- 
vantages of a sound state. 

By dipping a bougie in oil, and passing it about 
two inches up and down, so as to keep the divided 
lips apart till they are brought to heal, this part of 
the case was perfected. This being done, the state 
of the urethra was examined, and a stricture of about 
seven inches up was detected, and which in process 
of due time gave way to as large bougies as are com- 
monly passed, for henceforth there was no obstacle 
to the passage of the largest ones. This case being 
thus put into train, and the whole as far as it ap- 
peared promising success, the bougies were passed 
ui increased degrees, the discharge ceased by the 
use of a vitriolic injection, and uo trace remained ia 
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the course of three months of a complaint. If the 
cause of it had not been detected, it must have ter- 
minated with the destruction of the Penia at least. 
I now come to treat on the eruptions on the face, 
these, by continuing nitric acid internally, and ap- 
plying to the eruptions unguentum hydragyri nitrati, 
mixed with spermaceti ointment, disappeared also. 
There had been a consdnancy betwixt the eruptions 
on the face, and the state of the urethra. The 
eruptions on the face, and also on other parts of the 
skin, had appeared many years before, and as long 
as the course of the urine suffered a check from the 
stricture in the urethra, and from the smallness of 
the aperture of the urethra, so long I conceive the 
eruptions which originated from that cause (in my 
opinion) would have remained, in spite of any 
thing proposed to remove them. These all dtsap 
peared. And now it only remains for me to give 
my reason why these eruptions .should have a con- 
sonancy with this case. Whenever the urine is 
baulked, by its not being able to be discharged after 
[ it has been excreted out of the habit, and lodged in 
L the bladder, if the urine should not from any other 
t cause besides this now treated on, be able to obtain 
[an easy passage, the constitution will suffer from it. 
[.More urine will necessarily float in the habit, and 
I thus the habit will become vitiated, and what can- 
I notbeexcreted mustcontinue vitiating thehabit. The 
pass^re of urine having been obstructed, the urine had 
no way of being regularly excreted^ and from that 
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cause recoiled upon the constitution ; the passage of 
urine having been let free, the constitution was re-, 
heved, and the eruptions disappeared. I am dis- 
posed to think, that most of the destructive cases 
which occur, where the glans participate in them, - 
and where the progress of sphacelation cannot be 
stopped, originate from some such cause as the case 
here described. In many instances Phymosis shuts 
out the cause, and therefore nothing else can be 
thought on but Phymosis, as nothing else can be 
seen to direct the judgment. And even in those 
eases where the supposed Chancres are seen, and 
where mercury has been given for them, and where 
the sphacelation of Glans, Prepuce, and Penis, has 
been presumed to have originated from mercurial 
action, I am disposed to think that, although the 
mercurial action might have accelerated the destruc- 
tion of the parts by being applied to a case it could 
not cure, that the case would have terminated in the 
same manner, although perhaps not with the same 
rapidity. 

Case. 



A young tradesman applied to me with Phymosis, 
and extravasated urine in the scrotum. It was in 
this state I found him. He had been attended by 
another surgeon up to this time. He appeared in 
very great distress, and had all the symptoms at- 
tendant on high inflammation. 7'he Phymosis, from 
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wliat I could collect, had preceded the suffusion of 
his urine more than ten days; and every day the 
Penis, from the beginning of tlie attack, had as- 
sumed increased degrees of inSammation. 

The swollen state of the Penis, from high and 
constant inflammation, had contracted the circum- 
ference of the urethra*, so that the urine could not 

* According to Mr. Travers, auch an exjilanation aa mine 
must be enploilcd; for MoNsibur Bism*T has explained the 
same thing, which he thinks is done afier a better maniier, and 
therefore brought it from France (mark it) — " and that swelling 
of the Parieles necessarily diminishes the calibre of a canal." 
Walls and tl^alibre, in anatomy, sound strongly ungrateful to the 
English ear. Round the city of Babylon, or in Woolwich-park, 
they would be much more a-kin. But in different and distinct 
sgeSj this corruplion of words has not passed unnoticed. My 
objection to this Babylonish jargon is the humblest of the present 
and of the precedents of former ages. 

In the 4th scene of the fifth act of Shakspeare's Hamlet, 
Obtkic, the Dandy of his day, bringing achallenge from Laertes 
to Uamlet, calls " Hasgbes" {which were only side arms) 
"Carbiages." Hamlet tells him, that the phrase would be 
mora german to the matter, " if we would carry oamnoh 

IT ODR SIDES." 

Salliist alho has recorded from the speech of Cato in Cata- 
i-inb's CoKsriRACv, that the <juantiiies of Dandies of that day 
had perverted and even lost the true use of words. 

" Nos VERA Rbrdm Vocabula Amisimus. 

Cato apud Sallust. 
"Calbeybb and Walls!" "Walls bound Olcebs, and 
Walls hookd Aneurisms," — Such are the ebullitions of Geniui, 
the boilings over from the furnace of Nature's work-shop, the 
Pineal Gland, or the waste of the dust of a diamond whilst it 
t> poliihing by an artist ! 

Z2 



4 



340 CURS OF CHANCRE. 

pas3 but in a diminished and dribbling stream. The 
urethra at length ulcerated about three inches from 
the glans, just where it passes over the scrotum, 
and that part of the Penis distinguished the seat of 
the opening by its being hard as cartilage. He was 
bled profusely, purged, and large doses of James's 
powder were administered, which both sweated and 
vomited him. Cloths wet with liquor ammoniae 
acetatse were kept constantly round the Penis. I 
did this preparatory to the effort intended to pass 
catheter into the bladder, knowing if successful, the 
Penis was safe. Twelve hours from the time he 
was first seen, the trial was made with the smallest 
gum catheter in which there was a stillet. To avoid 
that tortuous twist of the prepuce, which is so com- 
monly found in Fhymosls, it was stretched into as 
strait a line as it could be, and the catheter, after a 
few attempts, was passed into the bladder. The 
catheter was left till the next morning ; and the 
patient, who was very handy, took care that it 
should not escape. The progress of more mischief 
being thus stopped, the suffused urine had already 
inflamed the scrotum, and in the course of a week 
there was fortunately a sloughing of scrotum in a 
right direction to the ulceration of the urethra. 
The catheter had been ventured to be withdrawn on 
the second day after it was tirst passed. And the 
young man could pass it himself, and continued to 
Aj so, for three months, during the 'cure. The 
'dressing ippUed was sometimes lint only, and some- 
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times tincture of myrrh, which agreed with the 
case. The Phymosis soon vanished, when it was no 
longer provoked by urine. The worst symptom to 
contend with was the cartilaginous feel round the 
Penis, where the urethra had burst. In order to 
dissolve it (for without dissolving it the division in 
the urethra would not close) ten grains of unguen- 
tum hydrargyri were every night spread on lint, and 
laid on that part of the Penis. This had a good 
effect, it gradually melted down the induration, a 
discharge from the scrotum of matter well condi- 
tioned, and in encreased quantity, followed. The 
discharge gradually lessened till the whole healed. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

ON THE CUBE OF BUBO. 

I HAVE already premised — ^and the experience of 
every day's practice confirms the fact— that an en- 
lai^ment of the inguinal gland or glands will be 
often the first indicative symptom of venereal infec- 
tion ; and I have already premised — that it is the 
foreign fluid only, imparted by another subject, 
which, by being absorbed, acts and contaminates 
the constitution — 'that this poisonous foreign fluid 
sometimes leaves local impressions, at the com- 
mencement of its prepress into the constitution — 
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that these local impressions are not a sine qua non 
of venereal infection — that the constitution may be 
infected, without a single instance of such local im- 
I pression — that the discharge from these local im- 
pressions is merely a result of the action of the 
foreign fluid — that that discharge is a secretion pro- 
per to the subject who secretes it — and that any ab- 
sorption of it is of no importance, nor has any refe- 
rence to that poisonous infection of another subject, 
which does proceed in contaminating a constitution. 
Nothing can con6rm these truths' more strongly, 
than that this local impression is arbitrary — than 
that the disease may yet go on — than that the con- 
stitution -may be as effectually infected without there 
being any local discharge from any local action of 
the foreign virus to be absorbed, as when there is 
discharge in consequence of this local action of the 
foreign virus, and when it might be absorbed. For 
if absorption of our own fluid supported the disease, 
and if the urethra] membrane had not an absorbent 
power, there would be always enough of it lodged 
upon every part out of the Urethra, which we know 
does absorb foreign virus, and which we know does 
thereby contaminate the constitution. The same 
may be said of the fluid of a venereal Bubo, and 
the same of the fluid of a Chancre. 

When a Bubo arises in consequence of a previous 
local infection, which will be either Gonorrhoea or 
Chancre — that Bubo may be known to be venereal : 
but when it arises without such primary impression. 
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and without any other apparent cause but a suspi- 
cious connectioD— that will be a sufficient induce- 
ment for determining it to be from a venereal cause : 
for I believe inguinal glands seldom come to abscess 
but from a venereal inducement. And when there 
has been a suspicious connection, reason would not 
lead one in search of another cause. 

When Lues Venerea has completely tainted the 
habit, when the constitution is in consequence la- 
bouring under the disease throughout, when it is in 
an hectic state, and when the habit is wasting fast, 
this is not that part of venereal effect which 1 am 
proceeding to treat, but it is purely the local impres- 
sion of the foreign virus upon inguinal glands from 
recent connection. 

There are two points which are most materially to 
be discriminated — the anatomical nature of the 
part, and the nature of the stimulus: — that it in 
venereal virus acting u[)on and disturbing a glandu- 
lar body, and aiming through it to obtain a pass- 
port into the constitution ; — and that the knowledge 
of treating glandular inflammations and glandular 
indurations, be the cause what it may, is not so cer- 
tain, and is not so well defined, as the same know- 
ledge of treating other anatomical parts badly con- 
ditioned. A gland, once disturbed, does not pos- 
sess that direct and ready disposition for recovery, 
which other parts possess, after the cause which 
disturbed it has been completely removed. The 
management therefore of a Bubo must be regulated 
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with a continual reference to the nature of the part, 
and to the possible power which the foreign virus 
has by it of infecting the constitution. 

It must be observed, that a gland may, when 
once diseased by venereal virus, afterwards be con- 
tinued in disease, from too long a continuance in 
mercury ; and, that because a gland does not yield 
to the mercurial action which is calculated in gene- 
ral to be sufficient for removing venereal actions on 
other parts locally infected, that from hence pore 
mercury will be often wrongly employed in the cure 
of a Bubo, than will be necessary for curing the 
most confirmed venereal symptoms. And it must 
be observed, that from an increasing seduiityj aris- 
ing out of the obstacles which offer in consequence 
of venereal Bubo, more is often done than is neces- 
sary to be done ; and often that which is done for 
promoting a cure, instead of answering that end, 
continues the disease, and produces every contrary 
effect to that which was solicited. Every days ob- 
servation convinces me of this truth : and the same 
observation shews to me, that the common people 
never experience so many distressing situations from 
the venereal Bubo, as those do to whom mercury is 
more profusely given for disjDersing it, and to whum, 
when it be not dispersed, mefcury is still given to 
the end of the case, or as long as the patient wilt 
permit it, seeing that his case is growing worse and 
worse by it. 

The application of mercury, previous to a Bubo 
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coming to abscess, for an intention of dissolving it, 
demands a particular consideration from each par- 
ticularitv in the symptoms attendant upon the Buba. 
For if, from a certain idiosyncrasy the Bubo inflame 
very rapidly, if the fever run high, if the pulse be 
extremely quick, and if the stimulus excited pro- 
duce at night profuse perspiration, I do not think 
that is a favourable state for any fair promise of 
success in the action of mercury for dissolving such 
a Bubo. The additional irritation which the mer- 
curial stimulus will excite, the time which this sti- 
mulus will require for eflectual action, the obstacles 
which it will meet in that action, from the venereal 
stimulus already in action, must terminate to the 
prejudice of the constitution of the patient, and of 
a cure of his Bubo, For it must not be forgotten, 
that a regard should all along he paid to the condi- 
tion of the patient. If a profuse application of mer- 
cury should, in this stage of the case, fail of the in- 
tention, and if the Bubo (which is most probable 
that it will notwithstanding) should come to abscess, 
a foundation then is laid for future malignant symp- 
toms, and for future doubts whether mercury will 
hereafter be necessary or not. The case will be pro- 
tracted, and be made more dangerous and complex, 
and the patient will be reduced, not benefited. 

When a Bubo betrays signs of coming rapidly to 
abscess, and sooner than the action of mercury upon 
the constitution could take effect, we are assured 
that the fever will subside with the formation of 
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matter — and when that is dischai^ed, the mercurial 
process may fairly be began upon, the action of it 
can fairly be ascertained, and the eifect in conse- 
quence will be fairly defined ; less time will be lost 
to the patient in the cure, and no dread or doubt of 
-necessary or unnecessary perseverance in mercury 
will be confounded in the question. 

If there were no such distinctions as these, the 
same means that would dissolve one Bubo would 
, dissolve another; the same fever would be attending 
upon each, and the same result would be conclusive 
for all. But, independent of these reasons which I 
have produced against the probability of mercury 
dissolving a Bubo, when it is thus acute in its con- 
sequences, and which are the result of practice, I 
have every reason to urge the same arguments from 
the result of true theory ; not only from my general 
opinion of the action of mercury as a powerful sti- 
mulant, but from that particular distinction which I 
have made between the pure local action of mercury 
upon the local action of virus, independent of con- 
I stitutional action, and which I deny to be any action 
in any way relative to venereal virus; for that action 
must consist in its constitutional affection. There- 
fore, if mercury cannot be thrown into the habit 
before the Bubo has already come to abscess, cui 
bono should mercury then be administered ? 

Having stated, that when the symptoms of Bubo 
are trulj inflammatory, and in consequence of which 
it will necessarily come to abscess, and having urged 
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from that cause not only the improbability of pre- 
venting it through the action of mercury, but also 
the pernicious effects of an ineffectual stimulus which 
would arise from mercury thus applied, so far as it 
regards the promotion of future embarrassments in 
the case, 1 shall proceed to the treatment of a sim- 
ple Bubo, and which is not attended with such In- 
flammatory symptoms. Mr. Hunter, in the same 
page where he has avowed a positive certainty of 
success by the treatment which he had adopted, also 
avowsj that after every known method has been 
usedj Buboes cannot, in alt cases, be dissolved, but 
come to suppuration. And as we all know that it 
is not in human skill to dissolve every Bubo before 
it comes to abscess, so we are all convinced that 
there is not a method yet known which will or can 
to a certainty effect it. The rapid progress of a 
Bubo, and the fever which accompanies it, appear 
to me to be the only obstacles against attempting the 
cure of a Bubo before it comes to abscess. And 
therefore, I see no other reason why it should not 
be attempted, for if the attempt succeed, time will 
be saved by it; as it will also when the Bubo is 
slu^sh and hard, and when, without the vims 
being destroyed, it will be likely to remain so, until 
other venereal symptoms may follow from it. But 
the method for effecting this should be attended to, 
and in my opinion it is of no Uttle importance. 

Whatever virus be lodged on the gland which is 
the seat of the Bubo, cannot be influenced, as a local 
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poison, by mercury, unks9 it be influenced upon 
the same principles, the same regulations, and the 

' sauie true laws of mercurial action, by which other 

I local parts, venereallyaffected, are influenced, namely, 
by the action of mercury upon the constitution — by 
the change alone which it produces upon it: and as 
the gland which is the seat of the Bubo will only 
be additionally stimulated by a passage of mercury 
through it, without locally deti-oying the virus, it 
therefore is not only preferable but just in true theory 

I to introduce the ointment into the habit by the other 
thigh, that the gland may not be vexatiously and 
vainly irritated, when the object is that it should 
not: for if the gland be not provoked by any other 
cause than venereal stimulus, so when the part is 
freed from that, the tumour may and will the more 
readily subside. In the cure of a Chancre, no one 
presumes that a local application of mercury will 
produce any friendly effect; on the contrary, it will 
only aggravate. It has been tried time out of mind, 

' and it has been abandoned from experience. Then 
why should it be presumed that mercury will effect 
more on one local part, towards the destruction of 
virus, by chymically neutralizing the virus, than it 
will on another? The reason is still the same, and 
as strong against the possibility in one instance as 
in another. 

But so far from the action of mercury being cer- 
tain in reducing a diseased venereal gland, under 
the moat favourable mode of applying it, the event 
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will alwaya be uncertain. And this uncertainty in 
the event is always dependant upon the idiosyncrasy 
of a patient, and the state of his health at the time 
of the application of mercury. For if the stimulus 
of mercury inflame the Bubo, or if an increase in its 
quantity for bringing on the necessary mercurial 
change should prove to be requisite, then by the 
former a sluggish indurated Bubo will be brought to 
abscess, and by the latter it will remain obstinate in 
its sluggish state, for a longer time ; the constitu- 
tion of the patient temporarily suflTering an ineffec- 
tual stimulus from the mercurial action. 

To ascertain how far it be safe, prudent, and jus- 
tifiable to urge the action of mercury for dissolving 
a Bubo, and curing the disease, without the Bubo 
coming to abscess, the mercury should be adminis- 
tered with the same expectations as in the case of a 
Chancre, and with always a reference to constitu- 
tional conditions. Leeches applied on the swollen 
gland. Six grains of James's powder to be taken 
every night, and if a vomiting be not excited, half 
a grain of emetic tartar should be joined to the 
powder. The bowels should be cleansed by mild 
purgative salts, and cloths wet with liquor ammoniae 
acetatae should be constantly applied. The simi- 
larity of the state of the patient will exact similar 
effects from mercury in each complaint: when the 
case is simply venereal stimulus upon a pure consti- 
tution, and that in its coolest state, as much salivary 
effects from mercury as will cure a Chancre will de- 
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stroy the venereal stimulus on a gland : and art any 
rate, if such effect does not succeed, mercury should 
not be gone on with ; but rather the patient should 
do nothing more than endeavour to amend the habit, 
and leave the future consideration of his case to fu- 
ture eventual circumstances. But it cannot be con- 
ceived how many Buboes will subside, when the 
mercury is withdrawn, after the inflammatory sti- 
mulus by it has been perhaps supported from a con- 
trary expectation too long a time. 

My intention is to impress these truths — that the 
venereal virus will in this instance exact no greater 
effect from mercury, than for the cure of any other 
local complaint — that the case is a glandular affec- 
tion — that the stimulus from mercury will inflaibe 
glands — that when the stimulating cause is with- 
drawn, glands will subside with more facility by the 
patient being restored to a state of health, and by 
his living in such manner as to promote and support 
that state of health — that there is not essentially so 
much to be dreaded from the original cause, which 
is the venereal attack on the part, as there is from a 
continuance in mercury after a cessation of its re- 
quisite good effects — and that too much sedulity in 
reducing the gland, through mercury, has brought 
on all the bad conditioned Buboes, which are found 
in practice, or marked in the history of cases. 

A prevention of all these bad conditioned cases is 
more important by far than a cure of them. Pre- 
cautions must be taken, in the first instance, for 
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preserving the constitution from being exposed to 
malignant consequences. A right beginning will 
preclude a wrong event; so will the neglect of it 
oblige us hereafter, when these bad conditions do 
obtain, to desert the wrong and begin with the right. ■ 
If a patient with a Bubo has lived freely, if his habit 
be heated and inflamed by drinking and other irre- 
gularities, these should be corrected, and the effects 
of them repaired. It is always an object, that 
mercury should have no other stimulus to contend 
with but the venereal. A system in practice — a true 
observance of that system — a strict regard to the 
patient's health — and patience in observance of the 
indicating intentions in the constitution, will do 
much for the cure of a Bubo. As little mercury as 
can be only necessary, will only be justifiable — to 
discriminate when its good effects cease, and its bad 
commence, is aline not difficult to be ascertained, 
when the truth of such a natural event is known and 
attended to. Jn short, it will be much safer to give 
too little than too much mercury, in the diseased 
state of a Bubo: the latter cause wilt be more tedious 
to be removed, and more dangerous than any vene- 
real'symptom, purely as venereal, which may here- 
after occur. The constitution for the cure of a Bubo 
will exact particular attention — for it must be re- 
membered that the symptomatic fever is often of 
serious importance, and that time and proper treat- 
ment should be exacted from that cause. I have 
seen a patient as much reduced by an infiammatory 
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Bubo, as he could have been in the same given 
time by a consumption. Then, without amending 

_ jiuch a state, is there any good to be hoped fur from 

JiDiercury? Certainly not*. 

I shall now proceed to treat a Bubo which does 
come to abscess. When it is evident that a Bubo 
is coming to abscess, and that it cannot be prevented 
— do nothing more medicinally, wait the event — 
let the patient enjoy pure air — let his food be nutri- 
tive, and his habits such as should be practised for 
perfect health — let him be rendered fitting to support 
the process, and to be in a future condition for the 
kindly action of mercury — let the Bubo remain as 
long as it can without being opened — let as much 
of the indurated parts as possible be dissolved, and 
the Bubo will plainly demonstrate the choice of 
time for a discharge of the matter by its natural ap- 
proach to effect it. The assistance which is neces- 
sary for effecting this will be by the application of 
a cold poultice made of bread and lime water to the 
part, and wait the continued discharge of matter for 
a week, when all fever will probably he at an 
end. Then is the time for considering what mer- 
cury has been given, if any has, and what must be 
still given: by referring to the effect which a former 
application of it had, one may better ascertain any 
further relative necessity for it. In the course of a 

* John Hunter has hardly noticed the symptomatic fever, the 
hot and burning fits, and the profuse perspiration, in this stage 
of Bubo. 
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ibrtnight tlie sore will be cleaB, and will take on a 
€iipositioD to heal. Mercury, when it has done so 
nuch, should still be continued, unless it be ob- 
served that the process of healing hesitates, and 
Which it will always do after it has looked most pro- 
mifing, where mercury has been pursued too far. 
If such hesitation take place, mercury aliould be di- 
rectly left off, and the constitution left freely to re- 
cover itself. Change of air and simple diet will 
then finish the cure. But if mercury be gone ou 
with when the face of the Bubo indicates a change 
for the worse, every symptom will be aggravated, 
and the promising sore, from an almost certain ap- 
pearance of immediate healing, will be degenerated 
into 9 bad conditiuned ulcer, which no topical appli- 
cation can serve; but which, whenever it is the case, 
must be cured by abstaining from mercury, and by 
^ving the constitution an exacted time for the bad 
state of it to be repaired : and that sometimes will he 

found to be an intricate and arduous task, a tedious 

and dangerous process, because mercury has been so 

injudiciously continued. 
In my opinion, when such is the case, there is 

nothing so effectual as pure air, milk diet, warm bath 

occasionally, bark, and nitric acid, for obtaining a 

'tUre. Opium should be given freely at first, and 

;lffradually left off in the end, seeing that it suspends 



|the stimulus which i 



ritating the habit, and that 



le effect from it can only be supported by repeated 
■oses: but if it were continned longer than the sti- 
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mulus which it was intended to suspend, it would be 
found to act prejudicially, and the constitution would 
of course be alike injured from that cause ; or the 
recovery of it to a pure state would at least be pro- 
tracted. When a constitution is heated or indamed 
by irregular hving, preparatory to any attempt of 
mercury, that should be corrected ; and time should 
be allowed for the patient to recover from the effects 
of a symptomatic fever, during a Bubo coming to 
abscess — for if mercury be given instantly, the fe- , 
brile pulse will never subside, nor will the fever 
abate; as the constitution will be additionally op^ 
pressed by the influence of the mercurial stimulus ■ 
being immediately joined to the venereal. 

It is a fact of the first importance to be attended 
to, and which proves more than volumes written upon 
the subject can — that when a bad conditioned Bubo 
appears early after the opening of an abscess, either 
mercury has been previously given for dissolving it 
— or the constitution of the patient has been other- 
wise harassed. But in the former instance the case 
will be still more plain— in that, the indicative cause 
of a change in the condition of a Bubo points out 
itself: for if the patient has gone on regularly, and 
if the sore has been almost brought to an immediate 
point of healing — what other proximate cause caa 
there be for its degeneracy but that mercurial system 
which has been injuriously persisted in f 

Topical applications are next to be considered, 
both as they will be necessary for healing a Bubo, as 
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Avell as for a Bubo badly conditioned. I airi tiever 
in dread of an induration from Bubo, knowing that 
every stimulus will support it, and knowing that it 
■will be gradually dissolved, whenever the stimulus 
from any cause which is the support of it, be com- 
pletely removed. It will be by the operation of time 
^alone that an indurated Bubo will subside. When 
■:a Bubo has begun to granulate and look clean, the 
'poultice which was continued, from the time it was 
.opened, may be then omitted, and the dressing may 
ibe dry lint ; or, if occasion should indicate it, vitri- 
olated lint in the mildest form. And if the patient 
take exercise, a linen roller, of some length, and 
well applied, will essentially assist the cure. 

With respect to a bad- conditioned Bubo, nothing 
iian be done, or expected to be done effectually for 
,it, until its amendment evidently arises out of a cor- 
respondent amendment in the constitution. But a 
progress of it may be checked, and a treatment of 
it topically may be conducive for guarding and re- 
pairing any destruction of parts, and for advancing 
them to a degree of healing. 

The following is a form of treatment lately and 
successfully adopted. 



Case 1 

A young Englishman arrived froth Portugal, and 
in a few days applied to me. He had a Bubo 
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in fault. Merdury did not seemingly act, 'tis triiei 
no more effect from it even in the largest portions 
could be elicited from week to week, than in general 
cases is produced from day to day. He was not un- 
attended, for he had two Physicians, and two, some-r 
times three, Surgeons. At thfg end of two months, 
mercury. was withdrawn for an entire month. The 
Chancre and Bubo grew worse. Mercury was again 
given, and in another month the loss from the 
month's absence of mercury was repaired. By per- 
sisting with mercury, the Chancre, in the course of 
five months from the banning of the case, healed, 
and the Bubo, by following the same course, healed 
also in seven months. The state of the patient, 
when mercury was withdrawn after the Bubo healed, 
was that of weakness. His stools were bloody, and 
his legs swollen about the ancles, and he complained 
much of the tenderness of the Tendo Achillis. But 
it ought to be recorded as a part of this uncommon 
case, that from that time the patient has never en? 
joyed a better state of health. 

Case III. 

A COMPLICATED CASE. 

A gentleman had two Chancres, extremely am-r 
pie, situated one upon the froenum, and the other 
at a little distance from it. By dry lint alone, and 
\)y mercury given in the form of ointment, these 
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Chancres proceeded to iieal without much spreading, 
and with no other circumstance worth remarking. 
But before they had entirely healed, a pimple was 
discovered on the external part of ttie prepuce, upon 
that part which is facing the abdomen. This pim- 
ple was at first only red, and the part around it was 
thickened. I was rather surprised at the sight : by 
mercury having been previously given for the other 
Chancres, the appearance of this was changed from 
the form in which it would have been seen to be 
truly venereal, into another form ; it was the appear- 
ance of a Chancre influenced by mercury, but not 
destroyed, and deprived of venereal action. It was 
the disguise of the Chancre which made me hesitate, 
and therefore I stopped a continuance in mercury, 
for two reasons; because I saw that the constitution 
was a good one, and because I doubted whether this 
was a Chancre or not, The ascertaining that fact, 
in the first instance, 1 judged to be of more import- 
ance than securing the cure of the first Chancres. 
By discontinuing mercury, the suspected Chancre 
appeared evidently a true one ; and then by return- 
ing to mercury, the two first Chancres healed ; but 
this last stood out for a longer time, discharging 
ichor, and reddening around it. The gland of the 
groin began to swell, and was rather painful. I con- 
tinued mercury very freely for ten days, and found 
at the expiration of that time that a Bubo had come 
very forward, and that the fever had a considerable 
effect upon the health of the young gentleman. I 
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therefore dropped mercury, and did not see him for 
seven days after, when I found that the Bubo wat 
ripe, and that the third Chancre was red, hard, but 
not ulcerous. I desired liim that night to lay on a 
poultice — to take only some vitriolic acid three times 
a day, in cold water, and to live in other respects in 
Buch a manner as was most conducive to health. 1 
saw him the next time ten days after, when I found 
that his fever was gone, and that his spirits and ap- 
petite were mended. The ulcer had not as yet a 
clean appearance, but there was no hardness about 
it, I then began with mercurial frictions, which 
were continued on for near three weeks, until the 
sore was just upon the point of healing, and until 
the third Chancre upon the prepuce had for some 
days been quite healed. At this period the patient 
became drowsy, he had languid swoonings, his pulse 
was feverish, his eyes were reddened, and the Bubo 
was swelling. The little sore appeared glassy; I 
desired him to go once into the warm bath, to re- 
turn to his vitriolic acid, and also to wash off and 
refrain from mercury. This he did, and soon got 
well, as soon as from reason it could be expected. — 
The leading points which claim our present atten- 
tion in this case are, that the application of mercury, 
fairly and regularly administered with a view of dis- 
solving the Bubo, failed : and that after the Bubo 
was opened, a continuance of mercury really pro- 
duced that mercurial change in the sore when it was 
just about to heat, and which indicated a necessity 
for then discontinuing the application of it, 
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Case IV. 



A gentleman was at Plymouth when he first per- 
ceived a Chancre, for which he took mercury in the 
sherative manner. The Chancre soon after appeared 
to be healed, when he desisted. Five weeks after- 
wards, he came to town, amJ tlien I saw him. Upon 
examination, I found that the seat of the Chancre 
appeared red, felt hard, and upon pressing it dis- 
charged an iciior. 1 found that one of the glands 
of the groin was swelled, but was not tender. The 
gentleman was grown thin, and had febrile symp- 
toms upon him, and I dare to say, that in a very 
short space of time he would have experienced con- 
stitotionai symptoms. The inguinal intumescence, 
as I before observed, was free from pain, and had 
been stationary a long time, and I am of opinion 
that it would have continued in that state, if mer- 
cury had not been necessarily given. As this gen- 
tleman was going abroad at a stated time, I pro- 
ceeded to the cure with mercurial inunction, and the 
Bubo as regularly, during the application of mer- 
cury, came forward to abscess. The Bubo, after 
coming to abscess, assumed a very kindly appear- 
ance in consequence of my desisting from mercury-, 
upon Ending that it was certain of coming to abscess. 
But as the gentleman was going abroad, and as the 
disease had been long upon him, I again returned 
to mercury, during the healing process of the Bubo, 
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and continued it for fifteen days. As soon as the 
effects of its action becaiMr evident^ the Bubo again, 
although just healed, betrayed signs of fresh inflam- 
mation. I desisted then from mercury, and my 
patient went to sea; the inflammation subsiding, the 
Bubo healed kitidly without mercury, and no other 
symptom afterwards appeared. 

I attended a case during the last Summer of 1817, 
with a very ingenious young Surgeon, where a 
Bubo, just as it was upon the point of healing, be* 
trayed the most malignant symptoms, and where 
the blame of it was clearly with the patient. This 
bad case continued dliring the winter. Every means 
which [ have stated were tried. But his constitution 
became so depraved, that ho method of treatment 
appeared to claim a preference. Wearied, at lengthy 
by ineffectual remedies, we recommended th^ pa- 
tient to go in the country, and in process of tim^ 
his ulc^r healed* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

pN THE CURE OF VENEREAL SYMPTOMS 
FROM CONSTITUTIONAL INFECTION. 

The cure of every venereal symptom alike coiu* 
sists in a due action o^ mercury upon the constitu^ 
tion ; therefore much more upon the subject cannot 
be necessary. Judicious discriminations in the use 
andabuse of mercury, can be somewhat farther ob- 
served upon: the constitution, independent of the 
disease, will exact them; and the disease, inde<- 
pendent of the constitution, will also exact them. 
For there is a time when the disease must be pror 
tracted, for the sake of the constitution ; and when 
the constitution, for the sake of its preservation, 
must necessarily get rid of pressing venereal symp- 
toms. And although the disease and the cure of it 
are, upon a general scale, as familiar to almost 
every person as any two facts whatever, yet so diffi^ 
cult has it been ever found to form certain principles 
for eradicating tlie one by administering the other, 
that neither time nor practice have as yet established 
a given direct rule for successfully effecting the in- 
tention : because every case is dependent upon the 
constitution proper to every subject, and therefore 
every case has its oyv^^n particularity. Without see- 
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ing the case — without trying the effect of mercury 
upon the constitution — and without looking to the 
event, it is impossible to pronounce in a decisive 
manner whether the disease be eradicated, when 
the symptoms of it are extinguished — or what will 
be the eflFect from mercury on a constitution before 
it has been tried. 

From our present knwledge of the nature of the 
poison, and of the action of mercury, we are enabled 
to discriminate true venereal symptoms, to ascertain 
a judicious application of mercury, and to conduct 
the process of mercury, by observing its relative 
action upon the venereal symptoms and the consti- 
tution ; we are enabled, as far as the limitation of 
human power permits us, to know how long mer- 
cury ought to be continued, so as to eliminate the 
disease. But when Lues Venerea has been a long 
time associated with the constitution — when [it has 
been assimilated with every part of it — when every 
fluid and solid may be said to he under the influence 
of the poison — no one single mercurial course can 
perfectly eliminate it, although mercury might have 
eliminated the evident symptoms of it. In such 
cases, mercury should be gdministered in a longer 
process — three or four months should be taken for 
the action of it, and the constitution should be, 
during that time, supported under this continual 
conflict. 

When symptoms of the most obdurate infection 
have been completely done away, the patient should 
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be allowed time for recovery, and the return of 
symptoms should be carefully watched: — always 
recollecting, although the action of mercury might 
not as yet have completely eradicated the disease, 
tbat it is notwithstanding tlie only specific for ob- 
taining that end — and that the default is never in 
mercury, but in the constitution, with which the 
disease is so completely interwoven. Although it 
would be imprudent to persevere in mercury long 
beyond the time of a disappearance of evident symp- 
toms of the disease, so should it be reassumed when* 
ever there be a palpable return of those symptoms, 
1 cannot put this argument in a more strong situa- 
tion, than by comparing it to the case of a fire. 
When a house is on fire, the engines are brought ; 
front these engines are poured as much water as the 
firemen presume will extinguish the fire: but althougb 
the firemen are induced to desist from pouring on 
more water, because it appears to them that the fire 
is already extinct, and which is the only way they 
have for directing them how to act, yet they do not 
directly shut up the plug-holes, nor withdraw the 
engines from the spot; but they wait to see if the 
fire break out afresh, and if it should, they do not 
then infer that water is inadequate to the purpose 
of extinction of fire. 

It appears the most improbable of all expectations, 
that for the most trifling symptom of constitutional 
infection, the alterative plan of curing the disease, 
whilst the patient associates in company and goes 
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about in the open air, can be depended upon. It 
appears, that the action of mercury, where the alte* 
rative method has been effectually practised, will 
fail of its due effect — will be acting upon a debilitated 
constitution, when afterwards the true method of 
applying it is adopted, immediately upon a default 
of the alterative method. — It appears, that the alte- 
rative method is only winked at against conviction 
"ty those who permit it, and by those who are con- 
versant in practice. — It appears, that if there were 
no better prospect from future resources — no alter- 
native after the alterative method has failed — that 
the disease could never be cured. — It appears, there- 
fore, that there are but two rules to be constantly 
observed in the application of mercury : — ^That the 
quantity of mercury which is required to perform a 
perfect cure, may act upon the constitution with a 
force that is necessary for accomplishing the desired 
elFect — and that the quantity of mercury which is 
necessary may continue to act with an equal force, 
_ and may support that change which it produces for 
a suthcient length of time, until there he no part 
ineffectually acted upon — until no atom of infection 
be latent behind, by which a relapse of symptoms 
may follow. They offend against the former rule 
who administer mercury in too small doses, or at 
too great a distance of time, by which there is not 
a sufficient quantity conveyed into the habit for pro- 
ducing the requisite effect; and they offend against 
the latter, who discontinue too soon the application 
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of mercury, by wliich the change which is produced 
in the habit, is not supported for a sufficient length 
of time for eradicating the disease. In the alterative 
method of administering mercury — it is common to 
offend against both rules: hence it appears, that 
this method so often fails of success ; for the violence 
of the symptoms being mitigated, the disease only 
remits, the infecting principle is not destroyed, nor 
consequently the disease extirpated : and hence pro- 
ceed those anomalous cases, where the symptoms 
vanishing, the patient indulges the hope that every 
thing has succeeded to his wishes ; but, after a 
short respite, he relapses into a condition of disease 
worse than ever. 

From ail that has been said, it will naturally be 
concluded, that the chief discriminations which the 
cure of every constitutional venereal symptom ex- 
acts, are those which arise out of the obstinacy of 
the symptoms — out of the various parts diseased — 
out of the length of time that the disease has re- 
mained — and out of the immediate deranged health 
of the patient. 



CURE OF PRIMARY SYMPTOMS OF AN 
INFECTED CONSTITUTION. 

The primary symptoms of an infected constitu- 
tion generally appear on the softer parts, as I before"* 
remarked, shewing themselves by eruptions on the 
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skiu, and ulcers on the tonsils. These are also ge- 
nerally the result of preceding febrile symptoaiE, 
and evidently denote the infection of the whole of 
the constitution. For the cure of the eruption, mer- 
cury should be introduced in tlie form of unction, 
Bs evidently preferable in every respect; and the 
perfect cure of the eruptions, as well as the preven- 
tion of future symptoms, exact a strict attentioo to 
CTery minute circumstance, as if the symptom^ had 
remained longer and were more multiplied. By in- 
creasing the proportion of mercury according to the 
action of it regularly every day — by bringing on a 
mercurial change — in the course of three weeks the 
symptoms of the disease will begin to vanish — and 
by continuing mercury for the support of this change 
three weeks longer — the whole of the eruptions will 
be effectually removed — leaving the skin smooth, 
over which a new cuticle will soon be formed ; by so 
doing the hardness of eruptions in harder parts, and 
clefts in the hands and feet, will also become smooth 
and healing. These symptoms of the disease are the 
most pleasant of all venereal cases to be cured. The 
contest will be fair between the mercurial action and 
the venereal : and mercury strictly and succes- 
sively administered, will gradually extinguish the 
venereal action, without interference of any topical 
applications. 

There will, in these recent constitutional affec- 
tions, be commonly some trace of disease on the 
original local part that was first the seat of the dis- 
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, and previous to its being absorbed into the 
habit — there will be either a hardness upon the 
seat of the Cliancre, a weeping ulcer, warts on the 
part, a thickening of the prepuce as if it were horny, 
or an enlargement of the inguinal glands, or an 
ulcerated Bubo, or an ulcer any where else. All 
these commemorative signs of prevailing constitu- 
tional disease will surrender their virulent marks as 
the eruptions on the skin disappear. The dulness 
of the patient, the loss of appetite, the emaciation 
fi-om fever, will also be totally evanescent. And 
although he may appear wasted through mercury 
and regimen, the first fair day of fresh air will shew 
a change in the whole of his complexion — the con- 
stitution being freed from the agency of both the 
poisons. All this is procured through that specific 
power of one medicine alone, which the single or 
joint power of the whole materia medica could not 
besides effect. 

But although mercury possesses a sole power of 
eradicating the disease, yet that cannot be obtained 
without its action being continued for some time 
after the venereal symptoms are eliminated — not 
even on a constitution in the most favourable state 
for its action. 



Case I. 

An Officer, who had been quartered in Birming- 
k ham, applied to me in the Spring of the year. He 
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had febrile symptoms, was wasting, his appetite 
raiIed,andastrongconstitutioii was impairing. Erup- 
tions were apparent on liis forehead, shoulders, 
arms, and thighs. A hardness remained on the 
part where the Chancre had been, and the glands 
of the groins were knotty. The Chancre had healed 
about six weeks. He had been taking mercurial 
pills from time to time, but had never confined 
himself. He began with mercurial frictions ; a 
drachm and a half every night was rubbed on the 
thighs, and in the course of ten days his mouth be- 
came affected. The same proportion was continued 
three days longer, when his mouth became so 
affected, that he only repeated his mercurial fric- 
tions every other night. During the process, the 
eruptions gradually disappeared, and at the expira- 
tion of three weeks, the Officer being impatient to 
return, and tiring of his mercurial state, left the 
mercurial symptoms to subside, and joined his party 
at Birmingham, more satisfied with his condition 
than I was. In a short time after, he went to the 
West Indies, and after remaining there four months, 
returned with the following symptoms. Eruptions 
more generally over his body, pains in his cylindri- 
cal bones, nodes on his forehead, and a constitatron 
more wasting than by the former attack. He very 
cheerfully submitted to a second process. He gra-. 
dually continued mercurial frictions for seven weeks, 
and owiiig to a kindly action in mercury upon a con- 
slitutioa radically good, he got completely well. 



FROM eaNSTITUTIONAL INFECTION. 371 

Had this patient, in the first instance, but perse- 
vered a week longer in the use of mercury, he would: 
have prevented a return of the disease, and second _ 
sufferings of a cure. The folly of being too impa- 
tient, and desisting from mercury too soon, is as 
great in a patient, as in him, who, in order to ar- 
rive at a place of destination, sets off to perform hi» ■ 
joarney — turns back before he has reached it — ai*d 
i» afterwards forced to set off again. 



Case II. 

A young person had a sore under the frcenum^ 
which was, from concomitant circumstances, con- 
sidered and treated as venereal. It was brought to 
a state of healing, by taking pilulse hydrargyri five 
grains every day. As soon as he thought the sore 
was healed, he took no more pills, and he was not 
seen again till three months after his voluntary de- 
parture. He then had a symptomatic fever, a sore 
throat, eruptions on his body, and a quickened 
pulse. The seat of the original sore under the froe- 
num was inspected, and there was a considerable 
induration, as hard as a pea, and as large. He did 
not choose to retire to his chamber, and therefore 
he was directed to take five grains of pilulse hydrar- 
gyri night and morning, and also to rub in one 
drachm of ungnentum hydrargyri every night. This 
made his mouth passing sore, and by his going on 
with this for a month, all his symptoms were gone, 

BBS 
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but the callous tumour on the frcenum ; of this 
there was but a yery little change, certainly rather 
less than more. He again took his departure, and 
appeared before mc again after the fifth month. 
All the symptoms before related were on him now, 
and in an exacerbated degree. His constitution 
seemed to have Buffered more in the conflict than it 
had in the former instance. He now submitted to 
remain in his chamber, and the same quantity of 
mercury, after the same manner, regularly adminis- 
tered a whole month, removed all the symptoms, 
but the callosity under the frcenum. This circum- 
stance convinced me of two things; first, if it was 
meant to go on with mercury ever so long, it was 
most probable, this callosity would not give way. 
Second, if it remained, all the symptoms would, to 
a certainty, return again at some remote period ; or, 
perhaps, some other symptoms of an infected con- 
stitution. The callosity was dissected away, and 
the mercury continued on a fortnight longer : the 
part healed readily, and from the time that has since 
passed, and from the appearance of the young per- 
son, there seems to be no probability of the symp- 
toms again recurring. My opinion of this case is, 
that without the removal of this callosity by the 
knife, mercury in any quantity would not h ave 
e&ctaally cured it. 
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UiCERS ON THE TONSILS, &C. 



The next symptoms which 1 mean to treat upon, 
are venereal ulcers on the tonsils, and which, if 
neglected, will also persist in destroying the uvula. 
Sometimes both tonsils are affected, and sometimes 
eruptions on the skin are concomitant with ulcers 
on the tonsils. An ulcer, thus situated, first at- 
tracted the attention to fumigation, but which is 
now, in my opinion, with great justice exploded. 
My wish is, never to disguise any venereal symp- 
tom — never to apply any topical remedy to it, if I 
can avoid it. I wish to be apprised of the worst of 
the venereal action, and the whole of it — and I wish 
to see the pure action of mercury take effect. For 
that reason, instead of topical applications, I exact 
from the patient to submit to rule — that the full 
force of mercury may not be interrupted, neither 
through omission nor through intemperance. By 
leaving the ulcer to the event of the action of mer- 
cury solely, I see when the venereal part of the dis- 
ease ends, by the ulcer healing under the kindly 
action of mercury ; and having once seen the sana- 
tive power of the action of mercury, I know that if 
the ulcer — after it has commenced to become clean, 
and after it has almost been healed — again shews a 
disposition to increase, inflame, and become a spread- 
ing ulcer — that it then is no longer a venereal ulcer. 
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Without leaving the parts to the prevailing action of 
the two poisons, this could not be known : nor 
without the first effects from mercury, which were 
kindly, being succeeded by second effects, which 
were marks of the abuse in the power of it, 1 should 
I neither know when to distinguish the predominant 
I action of the one from the other, nor how to treat 
that ulcer— where from no peculiarity in the proper 
appearance of it, nothing could be by it discovered. 
[ Therefore, the whole of such a case should rest 
I upon the prudent administration of mercury, and 
that should be conducted as I have already pointed 
out. All those badly-conditioned ulcers, which 
clearly arise out of a degenerated state of the consti- 
tution, in consequence of mercury being pressed 
too far, should be considered as requiring an amend- 
ment of the habit by nitric acid, bark, air, pure diet, 
and regularity in every respect. Bark in decoction, 
or barley water, with a little tincture of myrrh, will 
be a proper gargle for washing the mouth. 

On the tonsils there will be sometimes a horny 
[ induration — somewhat similar to that on the pre- 
I puce — and the uvula also will be indurated and rigid 
[ when an ulceration on it is stopped by mercury. 
But when mwcury has not been completely gone 
' bn with, and when restringent washes to the parts 
I have been improperly tampered with — to cure these 
it is necessary to pursue mercury farther : for, with- 
out the glands be restored to their original secreting 
■character — without the symptoms of the venereal 
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infection, which are evident, be completely re- 
moved—it must be concluded, a priori, that the 
constitution cannot be said to be freed from that 
which, through it, produced its disease. The ton- 
sils will also be found to be enlarged sometimes, 
during the action of mercury ; but when that action, 
is withdrawn, these enlargements will go down, or 
at least if they should not, 1 know no art that will 
conduce to promote their subsiding. 



Case. 

A Genleman applied to me with the following 
symptoms. A thickened prepuce, a foul discharge 
from behind the glans, a hectic heat, an emaciated 
aspect, and tonsils uncommonly enlarged and irre- 
gularly ulcerated. He had experienced a soreness 
in his throat for more than two months. He began 
with mercurial frictions, in larger proportions than 
I wished, two drachms every night. As my patient, 
on account of public business, was impatient, this 
was continued for ten days, hut producing not the 
fair effect, three drachms were repeated for ten days 
more. From this as little of the action of mercury 
was evident : that action from it which was appa-' 
rent, being deleterious instead of kindly — for his 
mouth was unaffected, and his head was giddy, and 
he was disposed to swoonings. After a continued 
api>lication of mercury ten days longer, these symp- 
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toms from it were more increased, but the venereal 
symptoms were almost evanescent. The prepuce 
was quite thin, the discharge behind it had ceased, 
the tonsils looked clean, but their enlargement had 
not abated. Desisting then from mercury, my pa- 
tient went a little way out of town, took bark, nitric 
acid, and did every thing for the restoration of his 
health. In a short time afterwards, the tonsilsas- 
sumed again their former state of ulceration, but 
the health of the patient was mended. Mercury 
again was administered, in almost as full propor- 
tions : in the beginning it acted kindly, and affected 
' the mouth, which deterred me from persevering 
with repetitions of such proportions. It was then 
administered in half proportions, by which the sali- 
vary symptoms declined, and could never be brought 
on again, although the mercurial frictions were 
again increased to as full proportions as in the for- 
mer process. After pursuing this mercurial system 
for four weeks, during this second course, the ton- 
sils had for some time appeared very clean; but 
their enlargement still remained, and everj' other 
venereal symptom had been long extinguished. The 
patient was very much debilitated by the action of 
mercury, and by confinement ; I therefore advised 
him to desist from mercury — to pass his time quietly 
by the sea side — and to wait the operation of pure 
air, regular living, and sea bathing. This method 
then succeeded, and he continues well, at least to 
this time ; but I know not whether the enlai^ment 



FHOM CONSTITUTIONAL INFECTION, 



377 



of the tonsils has yet suhsided, as the case was evi- 
dently engrafted on a scrophulous habit. 

In the treatment of all venereal symptoms, on 
every part of an infected constitution, there are two 
material discriminations : the one is, if the treat- 
ment be commenced for the cure of them, when the 
symptoms are recent ; and the other is, if the treat- 
ment be commenced for the cure of them, when the 
symptoms have gone on, and when, through that 
long progress of them, other parts of other anatomi- 
cal descriptions situated in contiguity to them, have 
tallen in for their portion of venereal destruction. 
The treatment of the first will require less time, and 
will be more simple; and the same treatment for 
symptoms at their early appearance, will be almost 
equally effectual, on whatever parts such symptoms 
appear. 

Then supposing, in the first case, that there is an 
indication of venereal symptoms on any of the parts 
which are most in common subject to venereal sympr 
toms — if upon the first discovery of them, mercury 
be immediately and effectually given, the progress of 
such symptoms will be stopped, and the parts on 
which the symptoms appeared, will need no other 
assistance for their restoration than the bare consti- 
tutional action of mercury; whereas, if the disease 
be permitted to continue its action on these parts, 
they will be found to be in such state of disease as 
is peculiar to the anatomical nature of them : for 
although mercury will be in this instance more ne- 
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cessary, and a longer time must be exacted for the 
cure of the protracted disease — and although mer- 
cury will cure Lues Venerea which was the cause of 
L the disease on these parts, yet mercury will not re- 
i atore them to a sound state, nor will the parts them- 
I selves become restored to a sound state, not after 
[ Lues Venerea is eradicated, nor after mercury is 
I withdrawn. Each particular part will then exact 
' particular chirurgical treatment for the cure of it ; 
snd without chirurgical aid, diseases on particular 
parts will go on, merely as diseases of parts, inde- 
pendent of any constitutional cause whatever. 

Having premised this — I shall proceed to state all 
I those incipient symptoms which I deem to be curable, 
without any other interposition than mercury insi- 
nuated into the habit; or at least very little conjunc- 
tive assistance will be required for this stage of the 
I -care, in addition to mercury ; and what th^t assist- 
! *Bce is to be, must depend upon the nature of the 
p-part. An incipient ulcer on the palate, oesophagus, 
I uvula, tonsils, nasal or auricular membrane, a cora- 
[ imencing opthalmy, ulcers on the forehead, a thJck- 
lening of the s[)ermatic chord, enlargement of the 
rtesticte, ulcers on the scrotum, sanies discharge 
l^"'rom the anus, rhagades or loose fungi about the 
y«nus — all these require the full and decisive opera- 
rtion of mercury. And as the progress of the disease 
■on many of these parts would be fraught with not 
«nly local mischief, but would also bring on diseases 
on contiguous parts, so should the utmost attention 
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le exacted, that the meroary be always liberally 
tpplied, and that the state of the patient be always 
Vnch as will be most conducive to a decisive opera- 
tion of it. Two drachms should be rubbed in of 
tiie mercurial ointment the first week daily, and 
ttiree in the succeeding week, until evident signs of 
ks action appear, when the quantity may be reduced, 
(o that the action of it may be supported for ten 
days after the symptoms are become evanescent. 
Jn this instance, when the promised success is fully 
Miswered — by leaving the symptoms to speak for 
tiiemselves, by leaving them untouched, the action 
of mercury upon them will be better discovered ; 
Brtid at any rate, when that action is as it ought to 
be, they will need no otIiCT assistance for the effec- 
tual cure of them. 

Supposing, that if any part derived any benefit, 
on the first commencement of" disease, from topical 
applications, it must be a commencing venereal 
opthalmy ; but what can stop its progress but the 
action of mercury * ? But if — in consequence of the 
rapid progress of the disease, and before the action 
of mercury could take effect when it has been begun 
with as early even as the nature of the disease could 
be ascertained — the symptoms have notwithstanding 
spread, and other parts are involved in disease, I 
shall state in that particular, which I term the 
tecond mode of treatment, what cbirurgical assist- 

* Vide Professor Schniidt, Deere and Travera. 
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ance must be exacted, independent of the action o^ 
mercury. < 

Ulcers on the palate — within the nose — withibA 
the ears — on the head or forehead — and on the inter — } 
nal parts of the upper and lower jaws, may so pro — ^ 
ceed, that not only the softer parts will be destroyed^ J 
but also the covering of the bones will be destroyed, ; 
and the bones adjacent to the ulcers will becoma 1 
caries : these bones once becoming caries, will na- | 
turally protract the disease, and will never recover *" 
from disease ; caries must have time to be exfoliated 
and separated from the sounder parts of tlje same 
bones; or the bone altogether, if the whole be en- , 
tirely a caries, will come away. A caries bone is to - 
be considered as a dead part, as an extraneous part, 
as obnoxious to the living principle of remaining 
sound parts: it will, and must be separated, and 
time must be allowed for that process, after the dis- 
ease which caused the caries be entirely done away. 

In my observations — upon the cause which pro- 
duces caries of bones, in the instance of a recent 
venereal constitutional infection, and upon the cause 
which produces caries of the cylindrical bones, and 
the epiphyses of them, in the instance of a long- 
continued and inveterate infection — there will be a 
most material and important distinction. The for- 
mer bones become caries in consequence of the de- 
struction of the softer parts about them ; and the 
latter become caries in consequence of the venereal 
action within them. The former will be the efiect 
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of bones being deprived of their covering, deprived 
of nutrition, deprived of attachment, and of being 
osed to air — the latter will be the effect of a long 
ind comptete venereal action radically on them — 
iwill be the positive action of the poison — will be the 
|>rocess of months, and sometimes of years — cannot 
be effected but through exquisite pain— cannot be 
femoved but by a long mercurial process — and can- 
oot sometimes be removed but by parting with the 
flisea&ed part through large and repeated exfoliations. 
When softer parts are destroyed, and coverings of 
^ose bones are so also — when parts to which bones 
are annexed, are also destroyed, and the bones are 
exposed, either in part or wholly, whether the dis- 
ease which produced this destruction were venereal 
or not — the bones would alike be caries. It is 

^ therefore incumbent, in this instance, to be par- 
ticularly guarded in observing the action of mer- 
cury ; and to know, that as soon as mercury has 
effected the intended purpose of extinguishing the 
venereal action, which it will do in almost the same 
space of time that it would have cured the symptoms, 
before they had gone on so far in destroying the 
parts — then the quantity which is administered 
should be gradually diminished, and the balance 
should be kept so even, that the patient may not 
fall into a contrary disease, from the preponderating 
action of the mercury, and in consequence of its 
being pushed too far. Before the whole of an exfo- 
jiation is complete, it will be some time; and dur- 
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ing which the constitution should be restored by air, 
diet, nitric acid and hark. 

If the disease be ia the mouth — the parts may be 
washed with barley-water, honey of roses, and tinc- 
ture of myrrh ; and the nose and ears may be also 
syringed with the same fluid. After the venereal 
action has been destroyed, lamina of the bones of 
the cranium will sometimes be exfoliated from caries 
there : until the exfoliations are completed, none of 
the parts will heal, although, when the constitution 
is freed from the virulent cause, and when air, diet 
and strict temperance have been observed, the pro- 
pensity for heahng will be discovered to be very 
strong. 



Case. 



A naval Officer, when at sea, was attacked with 
a venereal ulcer on his palate, and which continued 
to spread to so alarming a degree, that he was 
obliged to quit his station, and return to London. 
When I saw him, he appeared to be in the last 
stage of emaciation : the ulcer had destroyed the pa- 
late, had extended to the gums of the upper teeth, 
all of which were dropped out, and his voice (or ra- 
ther noise) was so inarticulate that he could not be 
understood. This ulcer had made its appearance six 
months before, at which time the patient had been 
living freely : he told me, that at no time mercury 
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had done any good for bis cure : but upon more 
Btriet inqoiry I found, that at no time there had been 
any serious attempt for perfecting his cure by a re- 
gular or judicious administration of it. He had not 
laid by — his vitiated state of constitution had not 
been corrected — nor had he for two months taken a 
snigle grain of mercury. On his passage home he 
was attacked by continual boring pains in his cyhn- 
drical bones; he had nodes on his elbows, and on 
one of his parietal bones there was a soft tumour, 
containing fluid. He had a violent cough, and his 
pains in the night were most tormenting. There 
were two objects to be most attended to in this case 
— the delicate state of the patient, and the disease 
with which he was possessed. Jt appeared to me, 
that if mercury were pressed too rapidly, the patient 
would sink ; I therefore put him upon milk diet, 
and began rubbing in three drachms of the oint- 
ment in a week. This system was persevered in for 
the first month, at the expiration of which time 
his health was better, the ulcer looked favourably, 
his pains were abated, and his nodes disappeared. 
During the next month, the proportions of mercury 
were increased to a drachm and a half every night, 
the patient using the warm bath to check the too 
rapid progress of its symptoms, which were strongly 
disposed to come on. At the expiration of this 
time, the whole of the venereal symptoms were eva- 
nescent ; but the sockets of the upper teeth were 
not exfoliated. It was to explain the following 
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, points that I have given this case: — ^They are, that 
■ Lues Venerea, which was the cause of the ulcer, 
being at an end, proceeding farther with mercury 
[ -would have been injurious — that the sooner the 
I patient was restored to health, the more kindly 
I would the exfoliation follow — that in a month after 
I very large exfoliation did follow — and that granu- 
lations soon covered the sound parts of the bone. 
The patient always applies lint to fill up the cavity 
in his palate, and by this he articulates very well, 
I his upper lip being very long: and I question whe- 
ther he may not, if he pleases, conceal the whole of 
this unfortunate calamity from the observation of his 
most particular acquaintance. 



VENEREAL OPTHALMY, 

When a venereal opthalmy has made any progress, 
the inflammatory symptoms may exact rather parti- 
r.cular attention: at least, it will be expected that 
[ something topically should be gone on with during 
the mercurial process, and even after, for the injuries 
done to the component organs of the eye. Blisters, 
leeches to the temples, fomentations of warm water 
with opium dissolved in it, avoiding the light, and 
at the latter end of the cure, a vitriolic wash, or 
brandy and water, for the restoration of the distended 
vessels, should be applied *. 

* Vide Professors Schmidt, Vienna; Beere, Sir William Adams, 
Travere, and Quarterly Journal of Foreign Medicine and Sur- 
gery, No, 1, November 181S. 
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Whenever the lachrymal sac and the lachrymal 
duct suffer from venereal infection, the extinction of 
that infection may not procure their restoration to a 
sound state. The art of Surgery particular to that 
disease must be appealed to ; the fluids must either 
find their natuVal passage restored to them, or an 
artificial passage must be made for them. The same 
may be said also of the necessity of operations which 
are particular to the cure of a diseased state in other 
parts. A Iistula in ano, from a venereal cause, will 
not be cured as a fistula when the virus is extin- 
guished. But in all these cases mercury must be 
pursued, as I have before laid down, until an elimi- 
nation of Lues Venerea be complete. The constitu- 
tion, by being freed of the original cause, and of 
the mercurial process, will be then in a better state 
for any operation necessary for the cure of a disease 
particular to a part: and during that operation no 
LOther appeal need be made to mercury, unless ap- 
pearances demonstrate the necessity, which can 
never be the case, when Lues Venerea is entirely 
eradicated : but rather bark and restoratives ought to 
%e then administered, that the operation and cure 
may proceed with success. 
I 

CURE OF DISEASED TESTICLE. 

The testicle will also require attention : if, from 
long Lues Venerea the testicle and the spermatic 
chord be indurated, if the vessels be no longer in a 
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itate for vascular offices, no power can again restore 
the testicle to its original state, nor tit it for its for- 
mer functions : — its extirpation or its remaining — 
its recovery or not, must be an object of local at- 
tention, when Lues Venerea, from a thorough ac- 
tion of mercury, is out of the question. In short, as 
the constitution becomes deeper and deeper infected 
with the disease, so will the disease betray itself on 
every part : — the lymphaticks will betray it, and the 
whole of the secretions will be vitiated. 



Case. 

A Lieutenant of Marines had a gradual enlarge- 
ment of testicle, the appearance of it was full as 
large as the largest hydrocele. It was hard and 
heavy, and constantly painful. He had asympto- 
matic fever, a hectic appearance, and perspirations 
at night. He was about 21 years of age. He said, 
that a twelvemonth since he bad a Chancre, which 
soon healed. The seat of the Chancre was inspected, 
and there was a callosity remaining ; the spermatic 
chord with some difficulty was felt, and found to be 
thickened. He said that the Surgeon at Ports- 
mouth, from whence he came, who had attended 
him there, had recommended him to a Surgeon in 
London, — ■ — by name, but as the Surgeon at 
Portsmouth had hinted to him a probability that 
the testicle would be extirpated, he did not avail 
himself of that recommendation, bm bethought on 
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his way to town of applying to some other. After 
having referred the case to the opinion of another 
Surgeon at my request, it was judged to be a case 
fit to be submitted to the trial of mercury. 

This was the latter end of September, the patient 
got a recruiting order, and resided in the Tower. 
He solicited, that whatever we did for him not to 
confine him altogether, as in every other respect he 
would be faithful in following instruction. He took 
five grains of pilul. hydrargyri night and morning, 
and rubbed in half a drachm of ungucntum hydrar- 
gyri every night. He took an emetic every Satur- 
day night. The testicle was wrapped up in silken 
oil-skin, and suspended. The mercury just kept 
his mouth sore, the symptomatic fever left him in 
the first month. The callous seat of the Chancre 
was dissected away, for it would not subside. The 
mercury,* leeches, the vomits, and the oil-skin, re- 
duced this testicle to a sound state, and it was on 
New Year's day, that he desisted from all the means 
of cure, and returned to Portsmouth. 

WAHTS AND EXCRESCENCES. 

Venereal warts and excrescences will also exact 
some chirurgical treatment: but that should not be 
put into practice until the latter end of a mercurial 
course, when mercury be fully acting. I attended 
very lately a case of this nature, and as the circum- 
stances of it are rather singular, I will state them, 
c c 2 
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Case. 



The patient had the following appearances: an 
emaciated sickly countenance — weak eyes — hissing 
noise in his ears — a node just perceptible on his 
forehead — and a lai^e fimbriated excrescence around 
the anus, discharging a sanies, and obliging the 
patient to straddle in his walking, A Surgeon in 
the City pronounced the case to be venereal, and 
my opinion was solicited to make his the more de- 
cisive. I did not hesitate to declare the same. The 
cure commenced by confining the patient to his 
chamber, and by mercurial frictions of a drachm 
and half every night: the mercurial action was re- 
markably kindly, and at the expiration of three 
weeks, by a continuance of the mercurial frictions, 
the fimbriated excrescence began to slough away : 
but as it held fast at the root, and as it grew out 
upon separate stems, four or five distinct ligatures 
vrere then passed around them at separate times, 
and the whole soon sloughed away. Mercurial fric- 
tions were continued for a fortnight longer, and the 
patient got well. When I first saw this patient, I 
asked him how long it was since he had a venereal 
complaint ? He replied, not for seven years. I 
asked him if he had knowingly taken any mercury 
during the last seven years for any other cause? 
He replied that he believed he had for a sore leg. 
The question is — when this disease was contracted ? 
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It must have been contracted seven years — or the 
virus must have since been absorbed in consequence 
of an infectious connectiooj without leaving any 
local impression. I believe that the present symp- 
toms were in consequence of the known disease 
seven years ago — and I am induced to think so, be- 
cause, if the virus had since been absorbed without 
leaving any local impression, the probability is, that 
the 6rst constitutional symptoms would have been 
toore notorious and rapid — or that they would have 
been in the form of ulcers on the tonsils, or erup- 
tions on the skin. Or he niij^ht have contracted 
the disease during his taking mercury for his sore 
leg, and by that means have interrupted the regular 
progress of the first symptoms natural to the dis- 
ease. For the removal of those soft warty excres- 
cences which are found behind the prepuce, and 
upon the glans penis, sabine powder sprinkled upon 
them will frequently succeed, and more especially 
when they bleed at the touch : but when the stems 
of them are strong, and when they are grown hard, 
nothing but ligature will extirpate them. As they 
are generally produced by a redundant vitiated secre- 
tion, so should the parts be frequently washed with 
a weak solution of vitriol, to prevent their growth. 

A variety of other parts, which may not be within 
my recollection to enumerate, will require the as- 
sistance of Surgery for the reparation of them, after 
the disease which was the cause be already elimi- 
nated; therefore, it is unnecessary to add to those 
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instances which I have already adduced. The pro- 
per chirurgicat acts, which are proper to each parti- 
cular part, must be so appropriated as I have already 
stated, and the consequences will equally evince 
that truth in the theory and the practice which first 
urged me to the recommendation of it. 

There are but few more symptoms remaining, 
which are objects for present observation : for I 
consider subordinate symptoms always included in 
more important ones (as minora within majora) ; 
they will always yield to that judicious treatment 
which effects the cure of those in point of local con- 
sequences, and in point of local diseases more se- 
riously deserving notice. 



VENEREAL HECTIC. 



A venereal hectick, attended with ulceration of 
the lungs, is an object for particular observation, 
' ' This disease has not exacted all that attention which 
it ought ; and this disease very often proves fatal, 
for want of discriminating it to be from a venereal 
cause. When it arises on a constitution not other- 
wise disposed to a consumptive diathesis, the effects 
bf mercury will act upon it like a charm : but when 
it is in combination with a consumptive diathesis, 
although the venereal cause may be removed, and 
may be cured by mercury, yet there is nothing in 
that medicine which will conduce to correct a con- 
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stitutional disposition to pulmonic affections. But 
as this possibly cannot be known a prion, so must 
the case not remain unattempted to be cured by a 
trial of mercury, whenever there be indicative symp- 
toms of a prevailing venereal infection, to lead us in 
forming such a judgment on the case. As this case 
may arise from the constitution being feeble, and it 
is an argument of a feeble constitution, so must 
tbege indicative venereal symptoms be not expected 
to be either numerous or very striking. Eruptions 
on the skin, and slighter symptoms of venereal in- 
fection which might have formerly fallen to the lot 
of the patient, will be sufficiently demonstrative of 
a cause for such a suspicion. 

I shall now point out the peculiar mode of treat- 
ing a pulmonic venereal hectick : as in such cases 
the constitution is in a feeble state, the cure must 
not consist in exciting a rapid mercurial action ; at 
the commencement mercury should be gradually in- 
troduced, and the action of it as gradually ascend to 
an acm6. The patient's health should be the first 
consideration, and mercurial action should be subor- 
dinate to that. He should enjoy pure air, milk 
diet, and he may take the sarsa decoction. After 
the process has been thus gone on with for a month 
or more, the indicative symptoms should be re- 
marked, and if they shew a disposition to retire, and 
if the constitution gather strength, then may mer- 
cury be farther increased, in order to procure the 
more effectual action of it, and to produce that 
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cliange necessary for the perfect extinction of the 
venereal action out of the constitution. 



CURE OF GUMMATA ON THE APONEUROSIS OF 
MUSCLES, NODES ON THE PERIOSTEUM, AND 
CARIES OF BONES. 

When I was defining the symptoms of Lues Ve- 
nerea, I observed, that before any eruptions, or any 
other first venereal constitutional symptoms ap- 
peared, there were, in this incipient state of infec- 
tion, pains felt on various tendinous parts, particu- 
larly on the shoulders, the arms, the loins, and the 
hips ; and I farther observed, that these pains were 
not permanently fixed, but that they were merely 
erratic, and that they were foreboders or precursors 
to venereal eruptions on the skin, and to otlier inci- 
pient venereal symptoms, and that these pains sub- 
sided, as soon as such eruptions, or such other inci- 
pient venereal symptoms advanced and became cri- 
tical. 

These are not the pains wiiich I now shall consi- 
der, as they are not produced from the same cause, 
namely — not in consequence of the action of vene- 
real foreign virus strongly impressed, and that for a 
series of time, on the tendons, the periosteum, and 
the substance of bones. This is that stage of the 
disease which I am now about to consider, and to 
cure: that last and late action of virus on the con- 
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Btitution> — ^that which marks the power of it over the 
constitution as conclusive — that which, according to 
the descriptions of Vigo, of Fallopius, and most of 
the Authors up to the present ffira, has been consi- 
dered, as it actually ia, the last and the most obdu- 
rate of venereal action. 

I also before observed — that as soon as the con- 
stitution was proved to be infected by the sympto- 
matic fever, the erratic pains, and the subsequent 
■appearance of venereal eruptions — a foundation for 
iall future venereal symptoms was laid from that im- 
mediate point of time, and the constitutional infec- 
tion then also commenced : but that the harder 
parts, by their being of that peculiar anatomical 
construction as not to admit of, and as not to yield 
■.to the force of venereal destructive power with so 
much facility as the softer parts do, consequently- 
■«;ould not betray that destructive venereal power 
over them so soon as the softer parts. The pecu- 
liarity in the construction of these parts anatomically 
prove, that the disease must be later in betraying 
symptoms of venereal action on them, than on softer 
parts. They are composed of vessels far more mi- 
nute and compact, and very little sanguineous cir- 
culation is discovered to pervade them : the living 
principle of them is supported by fluids which are 
circulated through minuter vessels than where san- 
guineous globules can find a circulation: and so 
rigid and so inadequate are tendinous parts to dis- 
tention, that it is effected with the utmost difficulty. 
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and attended with excruciating torture whenever 
such distention or diseased action on them is pro- 
voked even by any other first cause than venerea!. 
Diseased action on them, either by gout or rheu- 
matism, will produce all those painful effects from 
over distention and inflammation. 

It therefore is evident, that any other diseased ac- 
tion on these parts will excite symptoms similar to 
the venereal ; but there is always this difTerence be- 
tween them, that the venereal action will never be 
discontinued, without mercury ; it being produced 
by a foreign poison and an endless cause, whereas 
other causes and other diseases may decline and pass 
away of themselves. Nocturnal pains, from every 
cause, originate by the pressure of circulation, in 
consequence of additional warmth from the heat of 
the bed. The venereal cause produces the most in- 
tense and the most constant pains, and these will 
continue : the common irritation on these parts from 
gout or rheumatism may decline, and the nocturnal 
pains may subside j but the specific irritation pro- 
duced by foreign virus, will never be discontinued ; 
and therefore, as a poison, 

" Vires acquirit eundo," 

Having renewed these recollections, I shall pro- 
ceed to farther remarks, by saying — that the time 
of the appearance of these symptoms is very uncer- 
tain — and that the uncertainty generally is in conse- 
quence of mercury being given, but not efiectually, 
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for eradicating the disease. That the rudiments of 
the action of Lues Venerea commence on these 
parts, with the rudiments of the same action on 
softer parts, is proved by the following observations; 
First, that when there is no interference of mercury 
for curing or retarding the venereal action, these 
symptoms, although last, will immediately succeed 
to symptoms on softer parts, as it was evident in 
the case that I gave, of the lady who was attended 
by Mr. Pott, and when no mercury had been given, 
until these symptoms had actually appeared : and 
secondly, I prove it more familiarly by stating that 
which is constantly the case when these pains and 
these affections do come on : and thus it is — 

Enough of mercury has been administered on a 
subject, for the cure of any of the constitutional 
symptoms which were apparent on the softer parts; 
and these symptoms, in consequence of that mercu- 
rial action, ample for that purpose, will disappear, 
and the patient is concluded to be perfectly well, 
and free of infection. At this period of time, no 
symptoms of the action of the disease, from the 
same infection, will be apparent on any tendon, 
periosteum, or bone ; — the virus on the harder 
parts having not proceeded so far as to excite evi- 
dent effects of commencing destruction, but the ru- 
diments of the disease on these parts are com- 
menced, by the virus having pervaded the circula- 
tion. The action of mercury, when it cured the 
venereal symptoms on the softer parts, pervaded 
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also the circulation through the harder parts ; but 
by its action being discontinued too soon, the vene- 
real action on the latter ia not eliminated, but re- 
tarded for a time, in consequence of which it in 
time again recovers fromitscrippled power, and indis- 
criminately returns at earlier or at remoter periods. 
The rudiments of its action therefore are laid long 
before that action may be apparent ; for so uncer- 
tain is the time, in the appearance of symptoms on 
the harder parts, that it may be one, two, three, or 
more years, before the venereal efiects are perceived. 
Nothing can more clearly prove, that the rudiments 
of the infection commence on harder parts as soon 
as on softer parts, and that the difficulty in remov- 
ing it is greater than that in removing the infection 
on softer parts — tlian the following 

Case. 



A patient, as soon as a spreading Chancre healed, 
became rebellious to a continuance of mercury. He 
washed it off, and retired into the country, it being 
in the Summer months, and there remained till 
October. On his return to town, he applied to a 
Physician, having at that time nocturnal pains in 
his arms, shoulders, hips, and also enlargements on 
his elbows, and on his forehead. 

If this patient had not, from necessity, during the 
protracted state of his spreading Chancre, continued 
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the application of mercury for a longer time than 
usual, eruptions on the skin, or ulcers on the tonsils, 
would have, in their common order, appeared. 
But these primary symptoms of constitutional infec- 
tion were baulked from that cause. There was 
enough of the action of mercury produced for the 
prevention of them — but not enough for eliminat- 
ing the rudiments of infection already commenced 
on the harder parts. 

The Physician attended him fur some time — he 
gave him hemlock, but that not succeeding, he 
gave him mercurial pills. The pains became re- 
lieved by mercury, but the disease was not removed. ■ 
When the patient was at ease, he discontinued the ' 
pills; and as often as the pains returned, he re- 
turned to the pills again. By this, he kept the dis- 
ease at a stand, until the next Summer advanced, 
when he went to the sea side, and bathed in the 
warm bath and in the open sea. In the Autumn he 
returned to town, with all the former symptoms : 
but by then submitting, from conviction, to a regu- 
lar process of mercury during seven weeks, he got 
completely well. 

For the effectual cure of gummata, nodes, and 
carious bones, there will be some necessary discri- 
minations. — ^These consist in considering the various 
stages of the disease, the duration of it, and the 
effects produced upon the parts by mercury : these 
consist also in the state of the parts, when by mer- 
cury the cause is removed, but the diseased coudi- 
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tion of parts still remain. As long as the disease 
has spared enough of the Uving principle for sup- 
porting the parts, the venereal part of the case is 
curable by mercury ; but when the disease has de- 
stroyed the whole substance of a bone, or the epi- 
physes of it, neither can be again restored. That 
which is once a caries will be always a caries; as in 
the instance which I before stated, and from the 
same necessity in the nature of things. But it must 
be observed, that so strong is the resistance of these 
parts against the action' of the disease, that it will 
be found acting on them a long time, and yet by 
mercury the parts may and can be again restored to 
a sound state. This is that stage of the cure, which 
I shall first commence to treat on. 

At the commencement of the cure for at least the 
first six weeks, the mode to be adopted should be 
an intermediate one between the alterative and the 
decisive and more effectual mode : mercury should 
be gradually insinuated for six weeks, and the warm 
bath should be used twice a week. The patient 
should keep within doors, but not to his chamber : 
and for the ensuing six weeks, the process of mer- 
cury should be so advanced, and so supported, as to 
keep up constantly the mercurial change, and this 
should be continued almost a month after the vene- 
real symptoms have been eliminated. The patient 
may take an opiate every night, and if he pleases, 
he may drink decoction of sarsa through the day. 
By this method, many of these venereal attacks 
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have been cured, purely owing to the action of mer- 
cury being decisive, and owing to its being conti- 
nued long enough for procuring al! its effect. All 
the cases, the symptoms of whicti yield to mercury, 
may thus be cured ; and although they may returo 
again and again, by mercury not being sufficiently ' 
persevered in, yet it must not be forgotten, that 
since mercury has once relieved the parts from the 
venereal action, it is the strongest presumptive 
proof that the case is within the pale of a cure 
through it. 

It has been a question — what local applications 
are necessary to nodes on the periosteum, and to 
enlarged and diseased bones ? — The practice has 
been with some to make an incision through the 
node — and the practice lias been with others to lay 
a caustic on the part. When the skin is sound — or 
when it is discoloured — or when it is a little broken 
^-or when there is even an ulcer on the part affected 
— provided that these appearances precede any use 
or action even of mercury, they should be suffered 
to remain as they are, until the evident effects of 
mercury, tlirough the constitutional action, be ob- 
served upon them ; and it will be found very often 
that these threatened operations will be unnecessary. 
The skin, from modern observation, is proved to be 
more and more an object for preservation, and he 
who divides it, when it might be dispensed with, 
does more harm than good, or than he can often 
after repair: — that labourer who can pull down St. 
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Paul's, may not be able to build an hovel. If an 
incision be made when the integument be whole, 
the deceased part under it will not suffer it again to 
heal — if caustic be laid on, if the periosteum be de- 
stroyed, and the surface of the bone be exposed — 
whether that bone were a caries or not before, it 
will most assuredly become so, and most assuredly 
an exfoliation from it will take place. But if, after 
a complete mercurial process, the integuments in- 
flame, or ulcerate, there is then a presumption for 
concluding that the bone is in part caries — that the 
living principle of the remaining part is excluding 
it — and that it is an obnoxious substance foreign to 
life, about to be separated — and that by the best 
means it ought to be separated from the living part, 
before that part can become sound, and before the 
integuments will again be healed. When such is 
the case — I cannot object to the application of caus- 
tic — not but I am convinced, that in the end the 
integuments would continue to give way, until such 
time as the extraneous part be completely separated. 
I shall lastly observe — that although Lues Ve- 
nerea may be eliminated in all its stages by mer- 
cury ; yet there are frequently instances from mis- 
takes in cases, where the bones on various parts of 
the human body will be in that state of confirmed 
disease, from long venereal action on them, and 
where such will be the destructive effects, that they 
cannot be expected to be restored, neither by mer- 
cury, nor by any additional art that may be annexed 
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to it. It seldom happens, that where the Uving 
principle in one bone is so destroyed that there 
be not enough, if there be any, of the sound part 
remaining to give it support, and by which, it in 
consequence gives way — I say it seldom happens 
that the disease is confined to that bone in particu- 
lar. Others will be found advancing in disease from 
. the same cause. Bones not suspected will be some- 
times forward in disease: this cannot be more 
strongly evinced, than in that case which is related 
by Mr. John Howard, of a girl whose chin dropped 
suddenly on her breast, and who expired, whilst 
she was under a salivation in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and whilst her cure was in consequence 
looked for. It appeared, on examination, that one 
of the vertebrse of her neck was a caries — and had 
thus suddenly given way. 
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ON THE CUBE OP VENEREAL INFECTION IN 
NEW-BORN INFANTS. 

In addition to the case I gave of a child born thus 
infected by the father, in a part of this work which 
treated on Venereal Symptoms of an infected consti- 
tution, I should not do a duty to my own judgment, 
if I omitted to add a body of evidence in confirma- 
tion of the fact which will not be disputed. 

Paul Augustin Olivier Mahon *, alive in the year 

* Paul Auods'^in Olivipr Mahow was born at Chartres, 
[ the 6tb of Ajiril 1?52. He practised ph^ic at Paris, was a 
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1800, chief physician at the Hospital du Vaugirard 
for venereal patients, has written all that can be col- 
lected upon this important part of venereal infection. 
He concludes this part of his work by an analysis of 
the late Mr. Hunter's opinion upon it. Having 
translated and published this work, I shall confine 
myself in this place to a statement of a few of the 
Authors, out of more than forty, on the symptoms 
of Lues Venerea, and the cure of it in new born 
infants. 

BoERHAAVE, in his Aphorisms, remarks, as a 
general rule, that the Lues Venerea is transmitted 
through the means of the organs of generation as 

Doctor of the Faculty of Medicine, Chief Physician of the Hos- 
pital Uu Vaugirard for Venereal Patients, and Member of the So- 
ciety of the School of Physic. He waa perfectly conversant in 
Greek, Latin, and English ; he translated Black's Medical Oh- 
aervatlons from the English, and Stoll's Works firom the Latin. 
He was author of a number of interesting articles in the Ency- 
" clopedia. His manuscript was prepared twelve years ago. His 
worjt upon ie Medicine Clinique et Ics Maladies Syphilitiques 
dans les Femmes Enceintes, dans les Enlane Nouveaux-n^s, et 
dans les Nourrices, has arrested my attention. I was struck 
with the justice of his remarks upon the subject of Lues Vene- 
rea, and therefore thoughl 1 could not do better than give 
them to the public. The other parts are not so much within 
my province. It is understood that Dr. Mahon died of a com- 
plaint in his breast about the year 1800, in the forty-eighth year 
of his age ; and that Dr. Lamaiive, Professor of Anatomy and 
Physic, Physician of the Military Hospital, Pr^vflt of Ecole-Pra- 
tique of Paris, and member of many literary societies, superin- 
tended hisdeceued fiiend's publication, 
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vreli as by sucking. There is nothing wonderful,' 
says this celebrated author, that if the children 
whose father and mother are infected, that they 
should be born with the same disease. Indeed, 
since the venereal disease mixes with all the circu- 
lating humours, and is probably carried to all parts 
of the body before it arrives at certain parts, the 
fcetus living in the womb of the mother is perpe- 
tually receiving vitiated humors, and there is perhaps 
already a morbific poison in the uterus before it is 
impregnated. On the other side it has been re- 
marked, that a child which has been healthy while 
in the uterus of the mother, may be born infected 
with venereal disease, in consequence of its remain- 
ing a short time in its passage through the vagina, 
whence it gets impregnated with ichorous and puru- 
lent matter that it meets with there. It is in this 
manner that midwlves and accoucheurs are some- 
times infected, they having suffered the infection to 
remain upon their hands some time. In this case 
the infection of the child is not long before it shews 
itself, but in the other we cannot doubt but that the 
child may grow to an adult stage before it exhibits 
any marks of the disease*. 

In the year 173G, the work of Astruc appeared, 
which makes a very remarkable epoch in the history 
of Lues Venerea. According to this author the- 
disease is hereditary, and may be transmitted to 
the foetus equally through the father or the mother ; 
* Van S^¥ieten in Aphor. Boerliaavii. 
D D 2 
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by the father in consequence of the particles of the 
semen communicating to the embryo the venereal 
virus of which it is infected, and by the mother in 
consequence of her supplying, during the nine 
months gestation, the nourishment of the foetus — 
and she gives at the same time the disease with 
which she is infected. It is thus that it is proved 
by experience, that a mother who is infected brings 
into the world very weak and feeble children, of a 
bad constitution and half rotten, covered with ulcers 
and truly diseased ; by the same means a fether who 

I is infected, begets children sometimes truly diseased 
and covered with ulcers, although the mother may 

[ be perfectly healthy, at least has no symptoms of 
the virus that infects the *embryo-|-. In another 

1 place, he says, that if a child while sucking has the 
disease, and that they do not apply any remedy in 
consequence of its age, yet as the nurse will no doubt 
be infected, from the child, mercurial frictions may 

I be applied to the nurse, and by this means the in- 
fent will be cured at the same time as the nurse by 
her giving it her milk. She will give, with her 

I milk, particles of mercury wliich will be necessary 
' for its cure; but if the child is weaned, they treat 
it without delay with mercurial preparations, or 
what is better, mercurial frictions. Its tender age 
should be no objection, for it is easy when used 
with prudence to prevent any bad effects J. 

* The observation of Astruc ia true and important. J. F. 

\ Astruc, ^dit Fran^aise, par Louis, torn. 3. p. 5, G. 

I Astruc, torn. 4, page 192. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE BIPFERENT AUTHORS WHO HAVE WRIT- 
TEN SINCE THE YEAR l/SO UNTIL THE PRE- 
SENT TIME. 

Rosen, a Swedish physician, who published, 
about the middle of this century, salutary instruo 
tions upon the diseases of children, could not forgeti 
a subject which was so important as Lues Vene- 
rea in new-born infants, and it may be said that 
he was the first that wrote with precision and coi^ 
rectness on the principal symptoms which charac- 
terize it. It was some time before the wise precepts 
of this physician, upon these diseases of children, 
were known, in consequence of their being pub- 
lished in the Swedish language, and we should have 
yet been deprived of their knowledge, had it not 
been for the care of de Lefebre de Villebnme, who 
gave us a translation a little time before the death of 
that author. We will hear the opinion of Rosen, 
becausewhat he saysupon this subject isequallygood. 

If the father and mother are both infected, it is 
very natural that the child should be so also. As 
when the virus during pregnancy becomes more 
acrimonious or less virulent, in these cases the effect 
we find may be different. If it is extremely acrid 
or virulent, the child generally dies in the womb of 
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its mother. It is this which occasions also miscar- 
riages. The child is sometimes born at its full pe- 
riod of utrogestation, but covered with ulcers which 
evidently prove the disease of which it] is infected. 
Sometimes the progress of this disease is impeded 
by medicine that may have been given them, but 
has not radically cured them. In this case, the 
children have not the decided symptoms of the ve- 
nereal disease. The virus with them appears unna- 
tural, but it produces ills much more untoward, 
and they do not suspect the cause. These children 
grow but little, are weakly and sickly, and if they 
' live to the adult age they only have a posterity 
which is very soon extinguished. It often happens 
that a child born of parents infected with the vene- 
real disease, that there are no symptoms which 
prove its existence in them, while in others its ex- 
istence is proved, the causes of which are, that the 
first are conceived and born before the venereal virus 
was in action, and the other is produced by the con- 
trary effect. " Those children that are born of in- 
fected parents are thin, have little rest at night, are 
subject to some sort of eruptions from their birtb, 
others at the end of six months. They have tu- 
mors in the groin, in the arm-pits, the ears, excre- 
scences from the bone of the lower jaw or head, the 
bone of the arm, or from the shins. There is a 
continual discbarge, as if from a cold in the head, a 
continual hoarseness without any apparent cause, a 
difficulty of swallowing, and you find in the throat 
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ragged ulcers of the appearance of bacon. You find 
a number of purulent pimples, scales upon the head 
and upon the forehead : there appear many red 
blotches, yellow about the neck and breast; at the 
lower part of the belly, chaps; chaps upon the hands 
and feet; excrescences, warts, and chancres upon the 
private parts. These chancres are sometinies small 
and sometimes large, sometimes smooth, other times 
hollow, generally of a deep red near its edges, and 
more or less hard: they are white in the centre, and 
become livid or blackish when they have existed 
some time : it is of a very different species to can- 
cerous ulcers, beginning quite differently ; it begins 
from a little unnoticed pimple, which soon becomes 
very painful : this is followed by little white pim- 
ples, which break and suppurate. Sometimes they 
appear like warts, that discharge white pus, which 
becomes yellow upon the linen," 

In perceiving the precision, the justness, and 
the truth of Rosen's description, the physicians 
who were in the habit of seeing Lues Venerea in 
young children, were astonished that he did not 
place among his symptoms, the symptom of vene- 
real opthalmia, which will be proved hereafter to be 
the most remarkable and most frequent symptom 
among the phenomena, by its variety and its effects. 
Rosen adds, with much sagacity, that all these 
symptoms do not appear upon the same subject ; 
the one may have more, the other less. It is much 
more easy to cure the disease in children, while 
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sucking, than when weaned. But the disease is 
much more obstinate, when hereditary, than when 
infected by the nurse. The sooner the disease ex- 
hibits itself, the more easy it is of cure. When an 
infant is born with this disorder, it may be cured by 
the milk of the mother, provided she uses mercurial 
frictions, but for the want of the woman, you may 
make use of a goat, which they must rub with a po- 
matum of mercury. 

Levret* has said but little upon Lues Venerea 
in new-born children, but what he has said de- 
serves to be noticed. In this manner, he explains 
how to act, in a book that he published in the year 
1753 : " No one doubts, at this time, that a child 
may be perfectly cured in the womb of an infected 
mother, if she is properly treated during her preg- 
nancy. It is no less true, that if a child is born of 
an infected mother, that the child will bring the dis- 
ease with it at its birth. It is also proved very evi' 
dently, that if a mother, infected with the venereal 
virus, suckles her child, and is treated as soon after 
her lying-in as can be done with propriety, both will 
be cured at the same time. The disease, if not 
manifested very soon after the birth of the infant, 
generally exhibits itself by ragged aphthas with hard 
elevated edges, and which are communicated from its 
mouth to the nipples of the nurse, and there form 
Chancres. You necessarily administer immediately 

* This popular Accoucheur must have seen a great nianj 
cases. J. F, 
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mercurial frictions to the nurse. In not doing it to 
the nurse, I have treated goats in the same way, 
which in suckling the infant has perfected its cure, , 
as an ordinary nurse after undei^oing the same treat- 1 
ment would have done. It is remarked, that in the j 
different plans that are made use of for the cure of" | 
adults they accord exactly, and that the greater part I 
of these unfortunate children die dropsical, either ] 
during the treatment, or a short time after*. 

Fabke, a pupii of L. Petit, an excellent and cele- I 
brated Surgeon, and who rendered himself as cele- I 
brated as his master in the treatment of the Lues I 
Venerea, published for the first time, in 1750, th6 J 
opinion of Petit and his own upon Lues Venerea I 
of new-born infants. " Children," says he, " are ' 
liable to be infected with Lues Venerea, either 
by generation or by contagion. It is the father or 
the mother who are diseased, that infect their chil- 
dren in the first case; in the second case, it is an in- 
fected nurse, who, suckling an healthy child, com- 
municates to it the disorder. Children who are born 
with the disease are infected in different degrees, ac- 
cording to the circumstances in which they are be- 
gotten." " This remark," adds Fabre, " which influ- 
enced him in his practice, is due to L. Petit: accord- 
ing to this excellent observer, that when the father 
and mother, who were infected with this disorder, 
beget a child, it ought to have the disorder in an 
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eminent degree, by its not only being nourished by 
an infected mother, but it is formed by semen also 
infected by the virus ; but when the mother is alone 
infected, the child ought to have the disease in a les- 
ser degree than in the preceding case, in consequence 
of the semen of the father which contributed to iti 
formation not being infected with the disease. We 
ought also to Suppose, that if the mother is healthy 
and the father is infected, that the child will be less 
afiected with the disease, as neither the semen nor the 
ovarium of the mother have contributed to the for- 
mation of the disease, as also in consequence of the 
subsequent existence in the womb it does not re- 
ceive any new stimulus to the virus. In a word, 
supposing the father or the mother are not infected 
till after the formation of the child, it is certain that 
the child will be less affected with the disease than 
in the other case, at least it will be much easier of 
cure, because the semen that formed the child was 
uninfected with the disease, the disease not being so 
deeply rooted, and in consequence of which ought 
not to be so difHcult of cure. If the disease appears 
in ,the child at his birth, you must hasten to stop 
its progress, and to cure it, if possible. If, in the 
case of a child which is too young for the adminis- 
tering to it the mercurial frictions, the making use 
of them on the nurse has been done with success, by 
the specific passing with the milk into the blood of 
the child, mercury may act effectually in eradicating 
the disease. But this indirect treatment requires 
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particular attention in relation to the milk of the 
nurse. She will lose her milk if she is suifered to 
bathe, or take too strong purgations, or too often 
repeated, or if salivation is induced. In consequence 
it will be necessary to use the mercurial frictions 
from time to time, and to prescribe her a regimen 
which is adapted to her situation. If it is the mo- 
ther that suckles the child, she may use mercurial 
frictions, without any preliminary preparation, a few 
days after her lying-in. If the mother is not in a con- 
dition for the suckling of the child, or will not doit, 
there remains but one method for the safety of the life 
of the child, which is to nourish it with the milk of 
an animal. There is a plan proposed, which is, to 
flutter the child to be suckled by a goat, and to make 
Ujion its thigh a simple wound *, and to rub ujron 
the wound every day a quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment. I prefer in this case to apply the ointment 
immediately to the child, either upon the tumours 
or upon the venereal ulcers it may have, or to rub 
twenty or thirty grains upon any other part of the 
child." 

The evidence I have brought must accomplish 
more fully the nature of the subject ; therefore, I 
now take my leave of it, with only making one more 
observation, that in the case I gave I was attending 
the father of the diseased infant at the instant of time 
(he child was born with venereal infection, and 



' There is no oct'asioii furmaking any wound. J, F. 
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that nine months before, although from the history 
of the case, the father was then possessed of Lues Ve- 
nerea, yet there were not then on him sufficient marks 
\ of it, so as to induce the father of the child to sub- 
mit his case to the inspection of a Surgeon. The 
purity of the mother I know to have been unques- 
tionable. 

[A similar case, in every respect, was treated suc- 
cessfully after the same manner by me.] 

The strange blunders and fantastic fictions which 
some medical writers sometimes put in print only 
excite a smile. Their reveries, and their exa^e- 
rated narratives, have a whimsical air of romance, in 
which truth is set boldly at defiance, but where de- 
ception leads to no serious consequences. Far difie- 
rent is the feeling awakened in the mind by erro- 
neous accounts of the present state of Lues Vene- 
rea. On a subject so sacred to every sympathy of 
families, errors assume the character of calumny, 
and of calumny so much the more odious, as it 
seems in its tendency to bruise those already suffer- 
ing. Let them recollect, that Justice is not done, 
unless they be suspected, disputed, tried, and proved, 
as well as claimed and professed. 

The interval of time, from the first contraction of 
a Chancre to the breaking out of primary symptoms 
of an infected constitution, will not pass without 
sexual connection, and that sexual connection, when 
pregnancy is a consequence, will not pass without 
that disease possessed by father or mother being, 
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with all other qualities of parents, conveyed and 
passed to a begotten foetus. Every body, every 
fool, can change the mode of treatment of any dis- 
ease; but the wisest among men cannot controul 
the natural and original law which governs a disease. 
Let them, if they can, alter the quality of the bite 
of a mad dog, and yet there have been similar writers 
upon that subject also, who have had the impudence 
to deny the reality of it. 
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